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P R E F A C 


Orme, with whofe elegant works relatwe to India the 
publick are well acquainted, has, in his Hiftorical Fragments of 
the Mogul Empire, infcrted the following note : 

We are not without hopes, that fome of the^^^^^^m^ 
:Indiia,;^;:who:.have ^'ithfi’^' 


■^'‘■portions, of' in- 


formation which are deficient, and muft, otherwife, always 

- continue out of our reach. The knowledge is well 

** the enqmryj for, befides the energy of the charaders which 
arife within this period, there are no ftates or^^p^^^ 

« the continent of India, with whom our nation M 
connedion or concern, who do not owe the origin of their 

- prei'ent condition to the reign of Aurunozebe, or to its 
influence on the reigns of his focceflbrs.” 

The perufal of Mr. Orme’s works, when in India, firfl 
to obtain that information, the want of 
wn.c e 1 egrets i and for this purpofe I procured every manu- 
fcript likely to afford any anecdotes of Aurungzebe and Hs 
focceflors. Of the Tranfadions of bis reign, elpecially his Oper- 



PREFACE. 


ations in Dekkan, by far the moft important, (unlefs we ex- 
cept his wars with his brothers, and the depofal of his father, 
which have been publifhed by colonel Dow, in his third volume 
of the Hiftory of Hindooftan,) I have not met with a better 
account than the following. It is a free tranflation of a Jour- 
nal Itept by a Bondela officer, who attended Dulput Ro^, the 
chief of bis tribe, in all Au r u n g z e b e ’s campaigns, which was 
prefented to me by the Raja of ^Dutteah, a great grandfon of 
Dulput Roy, when 1 aded as Periian interpreter to a detachment 
under colonel Popham, in the Ghoed country. 

* A principality, according to the itnperial divifion of the empire, forrbing 
part of the Agra province. This raja is now tributary to the Mharattas, as 
well as air country is denominated, in our mapv 

: Bwndeicund, V V - . ■ y: v, ■ ■ 



AURUNG2EBEV 


OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 


Having 


in the prece^ng volume, as & as authorities could be 
obtained, brought the hiftory of Dekkan to the decline of her two 
kft monarchies of Golconda and Becjapore, in which the gradual 
-enGr(kfdinaentS:KoP:.theM[c^af te/Dheiv-e^ 

- Br conxe^tiext to^ 
the operations of Aurungzebe, his fon. He caufed their final dilTo- 
lution 1 but, by adding to the extent of his dominions in Dekkan, 
deftroyed a balance of power, the want of which enabled the dates, 
who rofe on the ruins of his conquefts, in le£s than a century to be 
the chief agents in rendering the empire of Hindooftan, to the 
family of Timur, a mere nominal fovereignty.. It will be recoiled- 
ed, that Aurungzebe was governor of Dekkan, on the part of 
father Shaw Jehauni and that at the clofe of the laft volume he 
had juft impofed fevere conditions on the fukan of Golconda, when 
he was drawn from his operations, by the alarming ftate of a:ffi,irs 
:at the court of his kther.’ ^ 


At this period a new power, the celebrated Sewajee, founder 
of the Mharatta ftates, was riling into notice } m account of whom 
begins the following pages, , / 

VoL, n. . ^ B 2 c ' OF: 


AURUNGZEBE’s OPERATIONS IN DEOCAN. 

OF the origin of Sewajee, the founder of the prefent Muratta 
ftate in Dekkan, we have the following account. Bheem Sing, or 
Sein, rana of Odipore, the firft in rank among the Hindoo princes, 
had a fon named Baug Sing, by a " concubine of a tribe very inferior 
to his own. On the death of his father, Baug Sing folding himfelf 
defpifedand negleded by his relations, the Sefodia Raajepootes, who, 
from the low caft of his mother, regarded him only as a baftard, 
and not of their tribe, became weary of the indignities ihewn him j 
and moved from Odipore to Khandefhe, where he embraced the 
fervice of a zemindar, named Raja Ali Mohun. His abilities pro- 
cured him the confidence of hh patron to fuch a degree, that at his 
death he appointed him guardian to his fon s and Baug Sing executed 
the truft with honour. When the young raja became of age to , 
take upon himfelf the condua of his affairs, Baug Sing, for wiiat 
reafon does not appear, declined his fervice, and retired into Dek- 
kan, where he purchafed a tradt of land near the prefent Mharatta 
capital of Poonah, and fettled upon it as zemindar, in which fituation 

^ Jadoo 

Malojee had two fens, Sahjee, or Shawjee, and Shurfajee. 
t Eumbojee had fix fons, who entered, as foldiers of fortune, into 

the fervice of a zemindar of Beejapore. ^ 


! • Said to be a cheater’s daughter. This is overlooked by the Bhofelah family, 

who ia their own annals are Ailed only a younger branch of Odipore. Baug Sing was 
called in Dekkan, Bhofelah, of which term are given two interpretations. One is 
complimentary, as fignifying the terror of his enemies} the other opprobrious, of his 
mother’s low condition . v 

From him the prefent raja of Nagpore Berar isdefcended, and the head of the 
Bhofelah family at prefent, if the elder branch is extindt, as reported,. 
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Malojee gradually acquired rank and influence with his patron, 
from whom he obtained a promife of his only daughter in marriage 
for his eldefl: fon Sahjee j but Jadoo Roy afterwards, from fome dif- 
guft, refufing to fulfil his engagement, Malojee appealed for redrefs 
to Nizam Shaw, who obliged the chief to confent to the nuptials, 
which were celebrated with great pomp : and thus the Bhofelah 
family became incorporated with the I^arattas, and commonly 
efteemed as fuch in Hindooftan. 

A connedion thus introduced upon him by force, could not be 
pleafing to jadoo Roy, who from the moment of its confummation 
accordingly became jealous of his fbn in law j and on the death of 
his father Malojee, Sahjee, by his abilities having acquired the 
favour of the queen mother, regent to her fon a minor, was regarded 
only as a dangerous rival by his wife’s father. An open rupture 
enlued, and Jadoo Roy, by the affiftance of the imperial troops then 
meditating conquefts in Dekkan, obliged Sahjee to quit the kingdom, 

‘ fovereign. 

Sahjee with his followers, thus driven from Ahmednuggur, now 
entered into the fervice of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, king of Beejapore, 
who gave him a jaghire in the Carnatic, with a command of ten 
thoufand horfe. Soon after this, his fon Sewajee, afterwards fo 
celebrated in Dekkan, was born, from the daughter of Jadoo Roy 
Mharatta j by whom Sahjee had already one fon, named Sambojee, 
who was in early youth killed in adlion againft a refradlory zemindar 
of Beejapore. _ 

Sahjee having difagreed with his wifcj on account of his hatred 
to her father, refolved on reparation j and, accordingly, fent her, 
with the infant Sewajee, to whom he fhewed no affedion, to reiide 
at Poonah, of which, and the vicinity, he had obtained a grant, 

'under 
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under the charge of one of his officers, naned Dadajee Punt, to 
whom he alfo committed the management of the zemindaree. 

Sahjce now married a fecond wife, alfo a Mharatta, by whom 
he had a fon named Angojee, or Ekojee, to whom he transferred all 
his fondnefs from his former connedlion. Continuing to rife in honours 
and confequence, under the patronage of Morar Jugdeo, dewan to 
the fultan, he became one of the principal chiefs of Beejapore ; and 
though on the death of the king* his patron was put to death by the 
queen regent, Sahjee fuffered no injury in his fortunes. 

; Junjuppa Naik, poHgar of Mudkul, being at enmity with Punchee 
Hagoo, zemindar of Tanjore, invited Sahjee to his affiftance,; and 
in conjundion ffiey defeated the raja, who was Oain in the adrion, 
and pofieffed themfelves of the capital and all his dominions. The 
allies quarrelling on the divifion of the plunder and the fura to be 
paid to Sahjee for his fervices, he attacked junjuppa, flew him in 
battle, and thus obtained an eaty^;.conqueil of the zemindarees of 
Tanj#fc''dnd''Mudktfl*'"'&''which'' he'"’ fiom the 

regency of Beejapore, and fettled them on his fbn Ekojee, whofe 
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the jaghire, raifed more troops, fuccefsfully levied contributions oii 
feveral zemindars, and much extended the limits of his territories. 
Sahjee, either from inability, or contented with his rich zemindaree 
of Tanjore, connived at his excefles, and made over to him the 
revenues of Poonah. 


At this crifis Aurungzebe, governor of the imperial territories in 
Dekkan, was meditating the overthrow of his brother Data Shekkoh, 
who was the favourite of their father, the emperor Shaw Jehaun, 
now in a dangerous ftate of health. For this purpofe he was pre- 
paring an army to march to Agra j and, obferving the enteirprizing 
genius of Sewajee, fent him an invitation to his fervice. Sewajee 
pretending to be ftruck with horror, (for his own condu(a proves its 
hypocrify) at the rebellion of a fon againft a father, received the 
prince’s meffenger with indignity, drove him from his prefence, and 
ordered the letter he had brought to be tied to the tail of a dog. 
Aurungzebe for the prefent ftifled his refentment, but never could 

war m Dekkan, and finally the ruin of the Mogul empire by the 
Mharattas. 


Aurungzebe, on his moving from Dekkan, committed the A.H 
government of it to his . fecond fon, fultan Mahummud Mauzim, 
inder the tutelage of an experienced general, with orders to afl only ’ 
on the defenfive till he Jfliould have decided his pretcnfions to the 
imperial throne. . . ^ ; 


Aurungzebe having left Dekkan, Sewajee refoived to turn the 
inadivity of the imperial troops, and the weaknefs of the Golconda 
and Becjapore princes, to the utmoft advantage. He took the fixong 
fortrefs of Rakee, or Raujeghur, which he fixed upon as the feat pf 
his government j and fucceilively captured Porundeh, Jagneh, and 
other jplaees, with confiderable diftrids dependant on Beejapore*, > 
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The regency of Beejapore, being alarmed at his encroachments* 
fent him threats mingled with offers of pardon j but he regarded nei- 
ther, and continued his rebellion. Having by treachery put to death 
the zemindar of Jaowlee, he poffeffed himfelf of an immenfe treafure 
and that diftrid. He next plundered the rich manufaduring city of 
Kallean j took Madury and Purdhaunghur j at which laft he found a 
valuable buried treafure. Rajapore near Bombay, Sungarpore, and 
an ifland belonging to the Portuguefe, next fell into his hands. 

The Beejapore government having in vain defired Sahjee, (who 
difflaimed all connedion with him, and pretended that he had dif- 
carded him as a relation,) to reprefs the exceffes of his fon, at length 
fentag^ft; him a confiderable army, under a general named Ab- 
- doollaman. ;; ■ ■, . ; , . ' 

Sewajee with artful policy now wrote to the general, imploring 
pardon for Ms crimes, and inviting him to come and receive his fub- 
miflion. AbdooJIa advanced without oppoiition near the relidence of 

followers, where Sewajee would meet him wiA only five attendants. 
They met accordingly, when the treacherous zemindar ftabbed Ab- 
doolla in embracing Mm. Upon a fignal given, the Mharattas, ruih- 
ing from an ambufcade, attacked the unfiiipeding army of Beejapore, 
which, ’ deprived of their chief,, was quickly defeated. Sewajee 
plundered their rich camp, and by this vidtory became mafter of all 
Kokun,, the zemindars of which flocked to acknowledge Ms authority, 
to fave their poffeffions. The ftrong fortrels of Sittarra and other 
places aifo opened their gates to receive Mm_. 

A new army was ient from Beejapore under Afzul Khan, ion of 
the murdered general, but mthout fuecefs i Sewajee, even without 
hazarding an engagement, obliging them to retreat by. cutting off 
their fupplies: and after this the Beejapore government, divided 

internally 
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internally, and apprehending attacks from the armies of Aurungzebe, 
who had no w obtained poffeffion of the throne, made no effort againft ■ 
him. In the courfe only of three years, Sewajee became a power- 
ful prince, his authority being acknowledged over almoft the whole 
coaft of Malabar. 

To relate here the ftruggles for the throne between Aurungzebe 
and his Unfortunate brothers, Dara Shekkoh, fultan Shujah, and 
Moraud Bukfti, with the depofal of their father, the emperor Shaw 
Jehaun, would interrupt too much the objedt of this work, the 
History of Dekkan. Of thefe events, by fuch as wifh to 
perufo them, ^ an excellent account may be feen in the Travels of 
Bernier, publifhed in Lord Oxford’s Colledlion of Voyages, It 
agrees with the native hiftories of Hindooftan in every fadl, and- 
abounds with juft obfervations of his own. Bernier refided with 
^panuftimtind'Khan," a’ hbbieman/ofLigh rarik^' and'd^^ 

to fay ■ 

geer, in the year 1068 of the Mahummedan aera. From this period, aI 
the memorable events of his whole reign are notfoed, but the affurs 
of Dekkan more particularly detailed in the following work. 

the imperialifts in Dekkan, durihg thifo^^A 
• events, no • hotice- is taken in the hiftory ; of A,ulumgeer,«;;;dE 
ble, they adled merely on the defenfive. Sultan Mahummud Mau- 
yim was this year recalled by his father, and the ameer al amra, 
Shaifteh Khan, appointed foubahdar of Dekkan, with orders to ftop 
the progfoftjbf Sevv^ee*^^-^- ^ 

The ameer al amra, after fome ftay at Aurungabad, marched to A. I 
reduce Jagneh, a ftrong fortrejfs in poifoffion of Sewajee 5 which he A. I 
took, and proceeded to Poonah, where he fixed his refidence ^ while j 


• * There is one alfo in the third volame of Dow’s hiftory of Hindooftan, nearly the 



rebels wiiOs though uiiequal to cope ■with the imperialifts in the 

field, haraOed them fre<juentiy by night attacks and cutting of 
their fupplies j lb that their conqueft of feveral forts was but of 
little ufe to the progrefs of their arms. 

Sewajee ftill continued to relift in Dekkan, and this year fignal- 
ized himfelf by a remarkable exploit at Poonah, where the am^er al 
amra yet refided. Having by his fpids learned that the ftayoh and 
his troops were lulled into careiefs fecurity, he one night, with a 
feleift band of tried followers, after a forced naarch of forty miles, 
entered the city, and paffing without alarm to the palace, mined his 
paffage into the wornen’s apartments, with fifteen of his companions. 
The ameer al amra, awakened by the noife, ftarted up, and received 
two Wounds as he ran to call for help into an outer room j but his 
foil Abou Futteh was flain, and fome female fervants with him, be- 
fore he could procure affiftance. At length, the guards arriving, 
Sewajee made his efcape by the way he had entered, without lofing 
a-.mtn.if-Tiit' atoe^r 'al amra- attrib^kg.'. 
nivance of Jeffwunt Sing, his fecond in command, was & of 
remaining longer at Poonah, and retired to Aurun^bad; from 
whence he was recalled foon after to court, and the prince Mahum- 
mud Mauzim again fent to the government of Dekkan, which he 
held for two years. During thefe, no memorable event occurs in 
hiflory, and at the end of this period the prince was ordered to court. 

Mirza Raja Jeyfing, who was fent governor of Dekkan on the 
recall of the prince Mahummud Mauzim, immediately began opera- 
tions againft Sewajee, who had extended his ufurpations over great 
part of the Beejapore territories on the coaft of Malabar, and cmied 
his predatory incurfions as far as Surat, which he plundered of im- 
menfe wealth, it being then the richeft feaport of the emuire. 



AURUNGZEBE’s OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 

Mirza Raja, with his fecond in command, Dilleer Khan, after 
having fuccefsfuUy repulfed the armies ©f Sewajee, and laid vrafte 
his country, fat down before Poonadher, a ftrong fortrefs, which 
the Mharatta, ■regarding as impregnable, had chofen for the afylum 
of the women and treafures of himfelf and all his principal followers. 
The imperialifts, by a refolute aflault, having made themfelves 
mafters of a redoubt, fituated on an eminence which commanded the 
fort, Sewajee was reduced to the laft extremity. In tliis exigence, 
he took the refolution of throwing himfelf on the mercy of his 
enemy. To the furprize of the beliegers, he, with a few attendants 
unarmed, appeared fuddenly at one of the outpofts, and demanded 
to be condu<aed to the general. The Mirza Raja fent his own fon, 
Keerut Sing, to accompany him to his prefence, with all the cufto- 
mary honours due to his rank. The whole camp prefled in crowds 
to fee this celebrated hero, and the Mirza Raja having come as far as 
the door of his tent to meet him, after embracing, enquired the 

Sewajee replied, that war was attended with the ruin of thoufands, 
and crimes thus accumulated on both parties j that he was at length 
fenflble how heinous it was in him, the meaneR of flaves, to rebel 
againfl: the orders of the king of kings, and that he now' faw his own 
intereft, and that of iiis family and country, to be in fubmiflion and 
obedience to the emperor. That, regarding the Mirza Raja as his 
father, he had thus of his own accord fled to his prefence, that he 
might, through his paternal mediation and interceflion, obtain for- 
givenefs and pardon for the crimes he had been guHty of, and 
procure from his majefly fome honourable command, as that againfl: 
Candahar, or any other equally important ; that in cafe the Maha- 
raja would lay the hand of paternal proteflion on his head, he would 
immediately make an offering of twenty four of his forts,' with the 
countries dependant. ' . - ^ 


i... * 
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The Maharaja, looking on this occurrence as a gift of the divine 
bleihng, inftantly exchanged vvith him the adoption of father and 
fon, ordered the march of vidlory to be beat, and informing Dilleer 
Khari of Sewajee’s fubmiffion, defired him to ceafe hoftilities. The 
Khan was at firft oiFended that any capitulation had been made without 
his confultation, and fent for anfwer, that as mufllilniauns had been 
killed during the fiege, and a breach was efFeded, alfo a difpofition 
made for the aflault, he would notconfent to a peace until the fort 
fiiouid be taken. The Mirza Raja, the next morning, m <|rcjer to 
mollify the Khan's difpleafure, fent Sewajee with his fon Keerut 
Sing to vifit him i which compliment had the defired etFed, and he 
withdrew his troops fora the batteries. Sewajee the fame day fur- 
rendered Poonadher to the imperial generals, and gave up the keys 
of twenty; four other forts to the Mirza Raja,: who appointed kella* 
daars to each, and fent off a petition in fevour of Sewajee to the 
:::|ubi|idcourtf:i- 


)75. Orders had before this been iffued to the Mirza. Raja, that he 
ihould immediatdyupbh'the, redudiiefe.M. bimfelf 

poffeffion of the places he had given up, and the difpatch of his 
petition to the prefence, reprefented to the raja, that it was ufelefs 
to remain inadive with fuch a fine army until the arrival of an 
|f 5 g:'v'anlwer,:';:thaf,::';|^^ fould joinl jym^m- :befiege,■Beej:a'-;^ 

pore, the fall of which would be a proof of his good fervices in the 

;iijav;:aGeordingly:::having,;,^^ 

j, cuftomary imperial donations, diftributed from his own treafury a 
corore of rupees among the amras and troops, began his march with 
an army of fifty fix tthoufand horfe. and foot. Syed EJias, from 
; Beejapore, advanced to meet him, an arnjy of eighty ; thoufand 
; men, and a defperate engagement occurred ! in which, the: Beejapore 
: general being killed by a mufcjuet bullet, by Soopkermn Bondela, 

!; his army was defeated, and the imperial troops purfiied the fugitives 





imi 

iillili 


l«ili 
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to within five cofs of the city ; but foon after this a great fcarcity 
of provifions prevailed in the camp, as the- enemy had laid wafie the 
country round, and it was impoffible to carry fupplies for a con- 
fiancy for fo large a force, fo that it became daily more difficult 
to remain, or advance. ' . ■ ■ 


At this time alfo, anfwers arrived from court, and his majefty’s 
orders were Miied, that Sewajee fhould receive a lack of rupees from 
the treafury of Dekkan, and proceed to tlie imperial prefence. Fat-* 
teh Jung Khan,, who was efcorting treafure from Aurungabad to the 
Mirza Raja’s camp, was attacked by a large body of the enemy 
between Porundeh and Sholapore. He made a gallant defence, but 
was flam in the adion, and the treafuj^ and baggage fell into the 
enemy’s hands. The Mii-za Raja having given affurances of pro- 
tedion to the nobility of Beejaporcj many chiefs came. over to him, 
whom; he gratified with prefents and honours in the ernperor’s name. 

Hs country. 

Sing, a commander of five hundred, the Mirza Raja retreated from 
Nagpana, and cantoned for the rainy feafon at the refervoir of 
Kikeroolla, twelve cofs from Porundeh. 


Sewajee having vifited his country, began his journey to thg 
imperial court. When he arrived at Aurungabad, he was attended 
by five hundred noble horfe, elegantly caparifoned, and about the 
fame number of feled and well accoutred infantry. The whole city 
came out of curiofity to meet him. SufF Shekun Khan, an ameer 
of three tEoufand and deputy governor, regarding Sewajee only in 
the light of a Mharatta zemindar, fat himfelf, with the puBHck 
officers in full aflembly, thinking that he would pay him the firff 
vifit, and only fent.his nephew to meet him without the city, and 
conduiE^ him to. his palace. But this aiffiontcd Sew^ee, who fumed 
oft direaiy to the Mirza Raja’s palace^ and -upon being told that 
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the governor expefted him in foil aflembly, afked angrily. Who is 
SnfF Shekun Khan ? what office does he hold here f and why has he 
not come out to meet me ? Then, having difmiffed the nephew and 
his train, he alighted at the palace. In the evening, Suff Shekun 
Khan and the publick officers came in Jftate to viCt him, and he 
received them at the foot of the carpets, and entered famiiiaidy into 
converfation. The next day Sewajee returned the vifit. The 
deputy governor and other officers each entertained him, according 
to their ability. He ftayed at Aurungabad till he had received the 
bounty ordered from the treafury, and then proceeded on his journey 
to court, where he arrived in fafety. 

Sewajee, when introduced to the imperial prefence, did not meet 
with the honours he expedied. Being placed among the amras of 
five thouiand, he afked, to what rank the ftation was affigned ? and 
being told, if was that allotted to the raja Ram Sing Sefodiah, 
wept, and fainted away. Orders were given to carry him into the 



'•■yidthfuAfes|;'!di||)|de^ to hiffi||i|?hg:!l)egg^ 

carried to the place appointed for his refidence ; where being ar- 
rived, he began to talk in a frantic manner, and pretended mad- 
|ne:0g^eh-r;cy|ih^^^^^ , fiich- a/:cnminaf ;as:;'d;'affi;l^^ 

** myfelf into the talons of the eagle, why does he not quickly put 


. Thefe mad effufions were related to his majefty, who ordered 
that Ram Sing, fon to the Mirza Raja, ihould take care of him. 
Shortly after this, agreeably to Sewajee’s own requeft, it^was repre- 
fented to the emperor, that as he now had come to the prefence, he 
defired that his attendants, who were ufed to Dekkan, and did not 
to live out of it, might have leave to return to their homes. 
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His majefty regarded this requeft as highly favourable to keeping 
him at court without trouble, and permitted all his followers, except 
his fon Sambah and a few of the principal perfons, to return to 
Dekkan. * 


Before this, Sewajee had made it a cuftom, every Thurfday to 
diftribute among the poor, who crouded in great numbers to his gate 
on this occafion, great quantities of paftry and fweetmeats, which 
were brought in large balkets, each of which required three or four 
men to bear it i .and thele, when emptied, r . were carried out again to 
the confedioner’s. Ram Sing had requeued that his people might 
be recalled; and the guards of Folaud Khan, the city cutwal, were 
then ordered to keep the watch over him. Sewajee by his generofity 
fo gained upon his keepers, that they were contented with feeing 
him every morning and evening; after the lafl: of which vifits, he 
conftantly retired to fleep, on pretence ofillnefs; When every thing 

' ordered ' a . flave to 

take his place on the bed, and leaving the cuftomary attendants in 
the room, emptied the fweetmeats, and putting his fon into one of 
the balkets, kid himfelf in another, in which they were carried out 
of the houfe. When he had got clear of the city, he mounted his 
fon upon a forty horfe, and led the bridle himfelf on foot, on the 
Mutterah road. True it is, that the wife man does that^ithout 
noife, which a vaft army cannot efFed.” In the morning, the 
guards not feeing him prefent himfelf as was cufeomaiy, were alarmed, 
and gave intelligence to Folaud Khan, who entering the’ bedchamber, 
awaked the flave who occupied the place of Sewajee. He faid, 
that he had been ordered to lie on his bed, which he had doiie fince 
evening, but could give no krther account. The cutwal carried ihe 
Have and feveral other perfons bound to his maje% ; who orderedi'a 
flridl fearch to be made, and proclamations to be iffued in eveiy 
difenar of the empire, defcribing Sewajee, and order&g Mm tO be 

\ - '' feized; 
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feized, but aU in vain. Terbeut Roy, the faperintendant of the 
fpies, was difgraced for not having given information of the ilrrata- 
gem j and Ram Sing, who had requefted the recall of his people 
from the guard over Sewajee, was fufpedted of a connivance, and 
baniflied the court. The Mirza Raja was ordered to leave Dekkan, 
as foon as relieved by the prince Mahummud Mauzim and the 
Maharaja JelTwunt Sing. 




Sewajee having arrived at Mutterah, fhaved his beard, mufta- 
chios, and long fide locks, to difguife himfelf. Committing his fon 
to the charge of a bramin, who lay under many obligations to him. 
With a promife of great rewards if he fhouid conduct him in fafety 
to Dekkan. He for the prefent gave him fome jewels and gold 
mhors for his expenfes. He then travelled as a pilgrim from Mut- 
terah, by the route of Aleabad and Benaras to Geiar j from whence, 
after meeting two officers whom he had fent on before, he travelled, 
gteeoinpanied by them, to Cuttac^ Here, being much fatigued, he 
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be'/§ew^ee:m:'difguifo,:^':#;;yOT 
pyfifohii::;ihfoji§ia:fotry hoffe.”'^v .Sew^ee madpm^^^ 
him the purfe, and departed with all poffible fpeed to Jaggernaut j 
;foom whence, after performing the cuftomary worfhip, he travelled 
‘through Hyderabad to his own country. The bramin of Mutterah, 
putting a girl’s drpfs on Sewajee’s fon, then a boy with long fine 
hair, and taking his wife in company, called him his daughter, and 
brought him in fafety into Ddtkan to Ms father j who rewarded 
him fo geheroafly, that he was -ever after independant of the world. 


of the zemindars of Chandna and Deogur, retired to pafs the rains 
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at Aurungabad, until the arrival of the prince to relieve him in the 
government j and about this time the emperor difapproved of feverai 
promotions he had made of the Dekkan amras, who had come 
over to the imperial fervice by his invitation from Beejapore, the 
efcape of Sewajee having rendered his loyalty fufpedled by Aurung- 
zebe. 

The prince Mahummud Mauzim.and Maharaja JelTwunt Sing A. H. 
advancing near,- the publick officers of Dekkan went to meet the 
prince as far as the pafs of Ferdapore, and the Mirza Raja to 
Bullumreh, where he was honoured with an audience. On their 
arrival at Aurungabad, fome days pafied in entertainments ^ when 
the Mirza Raja, having taken leave, departed for court, but died 
on the road, foon after his arrival at Boorahanpore, and left a world 
in fprrow for his lofs. There never was a prince among the Raaje- 
pootes equal to him in accomplifhments. In pleafing manners, he 
was unparalleled i in valour, fecond to pp onej and ^ 

dooeh, and underftood the Turkifh, Perfic, and Arabic languages. 

« He will never wholly die, who leaves behind him a good name.” 
When the raja was declared pad recovery, Deeraaje, his moonffiee 
and manager of affairs, apprehending his deflrudion from the Raaje- 
pootes, to fave himfelf from their jealouiy took refuge with Daood 
Khan Koreiiliee, foujbahdar of Boorahanpore, and became a mufful- 
maun. On this account the Raajepootes were Jfrongly fulpicious 
that he Jiad poifoned the raja, and his fon Keerut Sing wiffied 
much to force him from Daood Khan to put him to a diigraceful 
death j but not finding an. opportunity, after the funeral rites of 
his father, continued his journey to court. 

^ The emperor recalling Ram Sing, eldefl: fbn of the Mirza Raja, - 
who ^d been forbidden the couft fince Sewajee’s efcape, diffiii- 

D guifhed 


» A celebrated Arabian clueft 
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guiihed him by the title of raja, and put him in poffeffion of his 
father’s territories. 


Sewajee, immediately upon his arrival in Kokun, affumed royal 
titles and ftruck coins, detached different bodies to invade the royal 
territories, plundered the feaport of Surat, the pergunnah of Kar- 
inja, and took mod: of the forts which he had delivered up at Ids 
late fubmiffion. Some , of the governors died in defence of their 
commands, and every day news was brought to the prince of the 
lofs of one place or other. Sewajee attacking the fort of Maolee, 
W’hich was much in want of fupplies, and every hope of afliftance to 
it cut off, was informed by the governor, Munnower Daft, that he 
and his garrifon were Raajepootes, who would facrifice their lives 
man by man, rather than give up the place. Sewajee was re- 
folved to perfift ; and one night five hundred of his heft troops, well 
acquainted with the private paths, marched fuddenly to the fort, 
and fixed ladders to the walls, by which they afcended ^ but the 
garriibn, who were upon the watch day and nighty were ready to 
and ^ put' a great 

the reft relinquilhed the attack, Sewajee, upon this failiife, raifed 
the fiege, and attacked Ouzbuk Khan, the tannadar of Kallean 
Beemrah, who, with many of his followers, after a gallant refift- 
,ance, attained the honour of martyrdom, and the furvivors fled in 
a wretched condition to Aurungabadj but Munnower Daft kept 
poffeflion of the fort, and fent expreft accounts of the fituation of 
aflairs to the prince. • 

Daood Beg Khan Koreifliee was fent to his affiftance, with fup- 
plies for the garrifons j and after relieving Mumtower Daft, and 
throwing in fome fmall quanties of provifions to’ different forts, 
retreated. Sewaiee again attacked hdaolee. and carripd it hv an 
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at this period detached with Dilleer Khan, not only refufed to obey 
his orders, but as 'his revenue was ftopped, he, for want of money, 
made a pradice of robbing in the camp with his Raajepootes at 
night,, and had the audacity to plunder fome villages on the march. 
Dilleer Khan having proofs of this, and dreading that, if his inib- 
lence was unnoticed, he might proceed to excefles W^^h would 


Bhaow Sing Arrah, having obtained intelligence of this order at 
court, wrote it immediately to his mafter at the camp of Diileei 
Khan. 


The morning after the receipt of the order, Dilleer Khan, under 
pretence of going to hunt, paffed near the tents of Raow Kerrun, 
to whom he fent word that much game was furrounded in the toils, 
and invited him to come and ihare in the amufement. The Raow, 
equally carelefs of every thing, and unmindful of the deceit in- 
tended, quickly mounted his elephant, and came out attended by a 
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&ve(l his life. DUleer Khan was defeated in his defign, and rode 
on towards Aurangabad, where the two raows alfo arrived fome 
hours 'after him, - ■ ■ : ■ 

The manners of Dilleer Khan not being agreeable to the prince 
or Maharaja Jeffwunt Sing, they detached him for the puniihment 
of the enemy towards ZuiHrabad Bieder, and the raows, agreeably 
to the prince’s orders, remained at Aurangabad. 

Sewajee now entertaining defigns of fubduing the countries de- 
pendant on Beejapore, and wanting to fupply his garrifons with 
proyifions, which he could not eafily do whfle invaded, wrote to 
the Mahara^ that had not the emperor flighted his fervices, he 
had intended to offer them againfl: Candahar j that he had made his 
efeape only through fear of his life, but now, (his patron, the 
Mirza Raja, being dead) if, by his interceffion, Jeffwunt Sing 
poiild proGure^ pardon for his late offences, he would fend his Ion 

that he might be promoted to a muniuB, and 
fsiii^-.whesreyer there was oecafirniir-^ffc humble 

sihahieiiipititb'^pf Ple^S:: ; whhi: ■' as ^ ^ 

.their -'re^effs imet^iy^th^'-thd-r 
sphahce:iW:iv ■■ ■ - : ;v 3 

his Ion Suntah to Aurangabad, 
under the care of Pertauh Sing, a principal chief, efcorted by a 
thoufand horle j and, after an. audience of the prince, he was 
honoured by the munfub of ffve thoufand, a prefcnt of an elephant, 
and arms fet with jewels, as alfb a jaghire in the province of Berar, 
to which he detached one half of his force, and feept the other 
attendant on his perfon. After feme time, Sewajee requeffed that 
Ms fon might be fent home, as he was then a child, promifing that 
he fhould be di^atched to court, when of age to a£l in the royal 
fervice. This was complied with, and a party of the Maharaja’s 
:■ 'V:'" , . ■ troops 
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troops efcorted him to his father, while Pertaub Sing remained at 
the prince’s court. SuiFeh Khan Bukhflii of Dekkah laid before his 
majefty a lift of the munfubdaurs created by the ameer al amra, the 
Maharajah, and the Mirza Raja Jey Sing. Many were difplaced, but 
fome deigned to accept of inferior ranks, and others were reftored at 
the requeft of the prince. Xhe reft went over to the fervice of 
Sewajee, who gladly received them. 

When intelligence of this deiertion reached Aurungzebe, and it 
appeared that Suffeh Khan had much oppreffed the munfubdaurs of 
Dekkan, among whom were fome old fervants of the throne, he 
was much difpleafed, and this nobleman was ordered to the prefence. 
He had alfo confifcated the receipts of fome parts of Suntah’s jag- 
hire, as a payment of the lack of rupees Sewajee had received from 
the treafury on his going to court. This circumftance being made 
known to Sewajee, who had now conquered much of the Beeja- 
pore country, and amply provifions, he 

and the other part of his force in the jaghires plundered the diftrife, 
and went off in fpite of a force which was fent in purfuit, but could 
not overtake them. 


Sewajee, during this truce, puniihed a whole tribe with death, 
who had rebelled againft his father Sabjee in Mudkul, and de- 
livered him up to the refentment of the Beejapore government, 
by which he was condemned to be buried, alive for withholding the 
revenues of Tanjore, but laved at the interceffion of Rundowlah 
Khan, the minifter of AH Adil Shaw. Sahjee, penetrated with 
gratitude for this fervice, being let at liberty and reinftated in his 
employments, vifited his fon. Sewajee, notwithftanding his remon- 
ftrances, ran ten miles on foot by the fide of his palanquin > 
on his alighting at his palace feated him on the mufnud j while.he 
himfelf fook his .flippers, and flood among the menial attendants. 
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Sahjee fpent two months with his fon and firft wife, in mutual 
interchanges of affedion. Sewajee on this occafion obtained the 
deferved appkufe of all mankind, for his condud to a parent, who 
had hitherto, from his birth, fhewn him no marks of affedion, but 
rather treated him as an alien of the family. Sahjee, after this 
vifit, joined his patron Rundowlah Khan, in reducing tlie refrac- 
tory zemindar of Sonedeh Bidenore j at which place he died, by a. 
fall from his horfe in hunting. A iplendid maufoleum was ereded 
';td'his; menapry.^k’;::^^^^,^ , ■> 

Sewajee obliged the fultan of Beejapore to pay him a tribute 
of three, and the king of Golconda the fum of four, lacks of pago- 
das, If e had now formed a confiderable fleets with which he 
infefed the coails, and blocked up Dunda Rajapore, held by the 
Siddees, who aded as admirals of the few ihips of Aurungzebe, to 
proted the trade of Surat and the coafts, for which they enjoyed 
large penfions. 

About. this time, a favourite ^ Sha 

;:;piiii||ip||^||eh|gi:i|^uh:ed;jd^^^ 

prince at Aurangabad. Adil Shaw wrote repeated requefts that he 
;flic|ild bes:^ up 

tidl^ a valuable bffcring.^^^^ T^ 

fending intelligence of this to court, his majefty ordered that Geaus 
ad Dien Khan fhould go to Beejapore, to determine and colled the 
offering, and Eeruch Khan be appointed to the government of Sho- 
lapore, after which the eunuch fliould be fent back. This was 
accordingly done. This, year the prince’s mother came to D^an 
on a vifit to her fon, by the emperor’s orders, to advife him to 
continue firm in his allegiance j fome fufpicions having arifen that 
, he. meditated independance., ... ■ 

:•■■■ .. DiUecf 
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Dilleer Khan, who had marched againft the Mharattas, pur- . 
&ed them as far as Batterree, when an order of recall arrived, - 
commanding him to repair to Aurangabad ; but on account of his 
difagreement with the Maharaja, he was apprehenfive for his fafety, 
and delayed. This being reprefented in a heinous light, he was 
accufed of rebellion to the emperor, who difpatched Iftikhar Khan, 
by poffc ftagcs, to enquire into the caufe of his not vifiting the 
prince } and if, on examination, it fliould appear to be rebellion, to 
bring him by force, and adl as circumilances might require, even to 
the putting him to death, if judged necellary. MultufFut Khan, 
brother to Iftikhar Khan, incited by friendfhip to Dilleer Khan, 
wrote him advice to be wary how he fhould vifit the prince i which 
encreafed the apprehenfions he had before entertained of treachery. 

Iftikhar Khan being arrived at Aurangabad, wrote to Dilleer 
Khan, that his refufal to vifit the prince having been reprefented to 
the emperor,, he was^dil^at(Ae^^^^|,to. ^pqui|-e,’the,caufei there- 

march nearer to the city, 
in order to give him an opportunity of examination. Dilleer Khan 
having encamped within three cofs of Aurungabad, was vifited by 
Iftikhar Khan, who gave him much encouragement and affurances 
of fafety. Dilleer Khan in reply told him he apprehended treachery j 
upon which the other took an oath that there was none intended ; 
when the Khan fiiowed him his brother’s letter, which being 
original, left him without doubt of the Maharaja’s deceit. It was 
now judged advifeable that Dilleer Khan, under pretence of illnefi, 
fhould continue his operations without vifiting the prince. He ac- 
cordingly moved with his troops in fearch of the enemy, and Iftikhar : 
fent the account of his brother’s information to court. The prince 
and Maharaja now wrote, that Dilleer Khan had drawn his head 
from the collar of obedience j and extending the hand of rapine’ 
wherever he went, his Afghauns plundered the country. This hews 
was put into all the papers of Dekkanj and Dilleer Khan, not 
’ V® :v , ^ ' . ' ■ ' ' thinking , 
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thinking it fafe to remain, marched with intentions to proceed to 
court j upon which the prince wrote again to the prefence, that he 
was going with evil defigns, and a firmaun came not to permit him i 
when the prince began to levy troops to oppofe his paffage. 

The prince having collected about lixty thouiand horfe, in the 
height of the rains marched from Aurangabad to punilh DJieei 
Khan ; who, all his people included, had not more than five thou- 
fand. The prince alfo induced Sewajee to join him hf promifes of 
favour, and encamped about fifteen cofs from Boorahanpore, and 
three from the ferry of Hanuck, over the river Taptee, intending to 
crofs and proceed to the city of which Daood Khan was fouoahdar. 

Orders were fent to procure boats for the palfege of tlie army, 
when Daood Khan reprefented, that Dilleer Khan was then lixty 
cofs diftant, and had not eroded tlie river ; that to procure boats at 
fb Ihort a warning was impollible, but that in the time which muft 
be expended, if the prince waited (for them, he might efiecffually 
finilh the expedition. The prince repHed;, chufe 

, to march fuch a diftance through bad roads j befides, if Dilleer 
Khan fhould crofs the river before him, the trouble would be 
thrown away i he therefore thought it heft to proceed with the 
army to Boorahanpore, and, by waiting there, to . elfeftually block 
up the road. Daood Khan fufpeding, from this determination, 
that a rebellion was on fbot, and having informed Raow Bhaow 
Sing of his conjeftures, agreed with him, that if the prince fhould 
attempt to crofs the river, they would oppofe him. The prince and 
Maharaja JelTwunt Sing perceiving Daood Khan’s alarms, Attempted 
to lure him to an interview, with defiga to make him a prifoner; 
but he, being experienced, did not throw himfelf into their fnares. 
Dilleer Khan reprefented to the prefence, that the prince and Maha- 
raja, entertaining rebellious defigns, had falfely accufed him of dif- 
affeftion, merely to have a pretence for levying troops j upon wHeh 

the 
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the emperor ordered Kokultafh Bahadur Khan, foubahdar of 
Guzarat, to proceed with Koottub ad Dien Khan and the troops 
under him to Oogein, beyond which he fhouid not allow the prince 
to pafs. A fecond order foon after arrived for him to take Dilleer 
Khan with him when he returned to Guzarat. Meet Houffeinee 
was fent from the prefence with two firmauns j the firft of which 
was direded to Dilleer Khan, ordering him to Bahadur Khan’s camp j 
and the fecond to the prince and Maharaja, commanding them to 
return to Aurungabad. The imperial commands were immediately 
obeyed, as the Maharaja, who had tempted the prince to difloyalty 
was afraid, and the prince did not chufe to ad with open difrefped 
to his father. Soon after this, Sewajee again plundered the town of 
Surat, and the prince fent orders to Daood Khan to intercept his 
retreat. 

Daood Khan, having paid his compliments to the prince, de- 
parted in purfuit ,of Sew ajee,., imelHgeoce,, Aat after 

the country in the vicinity of 
the fort of Aurung, named alfo Multeher, which he was watching 
for an opportunity to furprize. Mefiengers foon after this brought 
intelligence that Sewajee, hearing of the approach of the royal 
army, had pafied by this fort, and was haftening to gain the pafs 
of Kunchenah Munchenah upon which Daood Khan marched im- 
mediately for Chandour, which lay in that road, and Bakee Khan, 
who had been obliged to retire into the fort from this town, on 
account of the preflure of the enemy, came to vifit him. About 
midnight the fpies brought word, that Sewajee had gone through 
the pafs of Kunchenah Munchenah, from whence he had taken the 
road to Goollhunabad j leaving a force in the pafs to protedl thofe 
who had fallen in the rear from fatigue and other Caufes; It was 
foil moon, and Daood immediately marched in purfuit, with fuch 
hafte, that the little baggage he had fell behind ^ and towards 
morning, it growing dark, part of the troops miftook the road, 
Yol. II. ' .E ^ and 
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and feparated from the reft. Akhlaafs Khan, who commanded the 
advanced guard,, having gained an eminence, at daylight defcried a 
body of the Mharattas j upon which he ordered his people fo pre- 
. pare i but, before they were “ready, he, from the raflinefs of youth, 
with a finail number, charged the enemy, who were not lefs than 
eleven thoufand horfe, but paid dear for his impatience, and was 
feverely wounded. When Daood Khan came to the height, and 
beheld the imprudence of Akhlaafs Khan, he detached a reinforce- 
ment, and haftened to a ruined village, where leaving the elephant 
flags and drum bearers, who were tired, under Ibrahim Khan 
Punnee, with inftrudions to keep with him the rear and baggage 
as they came up, he proceeded. The advanced troops loon en- 
gaged with the enemy, and at firft many of the imperial officers 
were wounded j but at length, Roy Muckrind and Bhaun Peroheet 
drove them off with the cannon, and Daood Khan arriving, after 
taking up Akhlaafs Khan from the ground, purfued them, when a 
warm adion enfued, in which many of the royal troops fell. The 
Mharattas, according to their cuftom, attacked on all quarters, but 

in eonfufion. Daood Khaix had not with Mm at this time more 
than a thoufand Horfe j and though the enemy made a fecond 
attack towards aightfell, he conducted himfelf fo gallantly as again 
to defeat them 5 after which he ordered up the baggage, and took 
proper care of the wounded officers and men. The next day, he 
marched to GooHhunabad, and font the wounded on to Aurungabad. 
Certain news arriving of the Mharattas having retreat^ to Kofeun, 
he halted . about a rnonth' 5 afrer w*h‘ich he moved the camp to 
Ahmedauggur, where he received letters from his fon Hummeed 
ad Dien Khan, his deputy in the gov^ameat of Bootahanpore, 
that the Mharattas wkh a very krg© force medStatM an attack upon 
the city, whkh he was preparing to defend, but ample and foeedy 
^ftance was necefiary, .Daood Khan, mov^- inftantlyj and on 
faring that the enony had plundered Bahadrapore, within two 

'".V^ ■ miles 
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miles of tlie city, redoubled liis Ipeed i but on his arrival at Fer- 
dapore intelligence was brought him, that they had retreated to- 
wards Buggellana, upon which he altered his route to purfue. The 
enemy plundered the town of Multeher, under the fort of Aurun* 
ghur, and then befieged Sultangbur, commonly named Salheer. 

Daood Khan arrived at Multeher about eight o’clock at night, 
after a forced march, but the baggage- did not come up, nor alfo 
a great number of the fepoys, until the next day. Here he left 
the baggage, and the next morning, before funrife, moved to the 
relief of Salheer i but before he had advanced far, hearing that it 
had been taken, he returned, and halted fome daysj after which, 
fecuring his baggage at the pafs of Kunchenah Munchenah, he pre- 
pared to follow the enemy with fpeed, who were plundering on ail 
quarters. Meer Syed at the fort of Tippehghur in ;Berar, hearing 
of a body of the enemy colledted in the neighbourhood, marched 
upon them -in the and gyt-.fevsQ . ihS- fword. . - At 

-dif^^ at "fee 111 condudl 
of the Maharaja Jeffwunt Sing, in exciting enmity between the 
prince and Dilleer Khan, recalled him from Dekkan, and ordered 
him to Guzarat, fending in his room Lohrafp Mahabut Khan, fon 
of the celebrated Mahabut Khan Jehaungeeree. This ameer, after 
the death of his late majefty, left off beating the nobut as ufual, 
only at twelve o’clock at night and at daybreak he founded it a 
fhort time, merely out of cool refped: to the reigning monarch j but 
during the time of marching, when it was not cuftomary, from fet- 
tiag out until his arrival at the ground, his elephant drums never 
ceafed, and -at every two miles one loud beat of the nobut waa 
founded. When he alighted, a general difcharge of the artillejy 
was given. This difpleafing Aurungzebe, he was recalled frfan the 
government of Cabul .to the prefenee, and fhortiy after ordered to 
comtnand the army in Dekkan. He had three thoufand houfe- 
hold troops, ^hk own dependants. Daood Khan being appointed 


AURUNGZEBE's OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 


, ;;,Ho8a, 
:heju 


Ms fecond, was difgufted, and requefted to be recalled. Mahabut» 
after paying his refpedls to the prince at Aur.ungabad, joined the 
army at Chandour, where he was vifited by Daood Kiian, who, 
though an ameer of five thoufand, was not treated by him #ith 
much attention} which encreafed that nobleman’s difguft, and 
raifed it into enmity } but as the imperial affairs were in queftion, 
and dependant on their agreement, he did not chufe to fliew it 
openly. : , 

It was determined that, prior to engaging in other fervice, the 
fort of Aoont, which Sewajee had reduced, fhould be retaken. 
Accordingly, Mahabut Khan carried on his approaches on one fide, 
and Daood Khan on others, fo as to form a blockade. The bat- 
teries played for a whole month, when a breach being made on the 
fide of Mahabut Khan, the befieged, terrified at the dangers of a 
ftorm, applied to Daood Khan, who let them pafs from the fort 
through his entrenchments, and fending his own men, took poffef- 
fion of the place. Mahabut Khan, as this was done without his 
knowMdge/!waff.mueh^dfFended,\dnd.th!^;v:®j#tuai''^l|i^ grew to 
the greatefi: pitch. The fort being properly garrifoned, the army 
|•marchedi:Cd^:^i§M^fi|gpF»■^^^nd^=dbeh■■^cantoned;::ji5r\^^ 
ihlithd pergnni^ ; but Daood Khaii, agreeably to his 

iy:p|tidin,;;;waa:rec^ prefence, :;y\:':::'''>yy,^ 

Mahabut Khan, during, the months of the rains, fpent his time 
. in a continual round of feftivity, giving, no attention to publick 
ajEfiiirs or the punifhment of the enemy } arid the army was cor-^- 
rupted by his luxury and indolent example. He had brought: in his 
train to Dekkan, four hundred daricing . girls, drolls, and mimics 
of Cabul and Lahore, who were daily rewarded by prefents and 
favours, It at lafi reached the emperor s ear, that Mdhabut Khan 
was in fecret combination with Sewajee, whom he did not pufh to 
Mch extremities, nor punifh, as he had it in his power to do. 
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Upon this, he was recalled to court, and Kokultafli Khan ap- 
pointed in his ftead, who, with Dilleer Khan Afghaun, Koottub 
ad Dien Khan, and others, coming from Guzarat, agreeably to the 
imperial orders, immediately befieged the fort of Sultanghur, de- 
taching for this purpofe Akhkafs Khan Meana, Raow Amir Sing 
Chunderaowt, with their own and other troops. Kokultalh Khan 
marched to within fix cofs of Ahmednuggur to meet Mahabut 
Khan, who after the interview departed for court. Intelligence 
now arrived, that the enemy had attacked Akhlaafs Khan, who, 
with Mohukkum Sing, fon of Raow Amir Sing Chunderaowt, 
being badly wounded, were taken prifoners. The raow himfelf, 
with many others, -failing in the adion, the royal forces were de- 
feated, and ail the baggage fell into ■ the hands of the vidors. 
Bahadur Khan, upon this, marched day and night to overtake 
them, but upon his arrival at Noleher in Buggellana, learned that 
they had fafely retreated to Kokun with all their plunder. 

- ' of Dilleer Kban having 
committed great irregularities, and killed a traveller, Bahadur Khan 
endeavoured to bring the murderers to punifliment, but they could 
not be apprehended, as they always fkreened each other.j upon 
which Bahadur Khan, by way of example, to deter them for the 
future, drew out his artillery ^ but they, difregarding this, began 
to throw rockets, when he ordered the cannon to fire, and abont fix 
hundred of the Afghauns were in an inftant laid dead on the plain. 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim was recalled from the govern- 
ment ot Dekkan, and Bahadur Khan appointed to fucceed him. 
Namdaur Khaji, the fon of Jaffier Khan, was entrufted with the 
care of the country of Buggellana. Jadoo Terrai Dekkannee ajid 
Seedee Huilall Khan were difpatched to prote<ii Goolflaunabad and 
prevent the Mharattas from entering the country on that (juartei*. 
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The i^rince Mahummud Mauzim having ftievm great favour to, 
and having an afFedionate regard for, Mohin Sing, fon of Raow 
Kerran, on this account he was much envied by the prince’s fer- 
vants, who were daily feeking for an opportunity to difgrace him. 
It happened that a tame deer, belonging to Mahummud Shaw, the 
meet tozuk, efcaping from his keeper, ftrayed into Mohin Sing’s 
court, and was brought to him by his fervants. He, not knowing 
whofe it was, and feeing it a fine animal, ordered it to be kept. 
The next morning, when Mohin Sing was. fitting in the hall of 
audience with other attendants, before the prince’s entrance, Ma- 
hummud Shaw came up to hitti, and began to cavil. Though 
Mohin Smg repeatedly allured Mm that he would return the deer 
as foott as he went home, this did not fatisfy Mm i and advancing 
to the; feat, he exclaimed, ** Send for it here inftantly, or I will 

not let you rife.” Mohm Sing, upon this, being much en- 
raged, clapping Ms hand to Ms fabre, got up quickly, and a ren- 
contre enfued, in which they each received feveral wounds. At 
length, fbme of the prince’s iervants rallied together on Mohin 

pSkr 

of the hall, when an armpurbetrer gave him another wound on tife 
head, and he feinted away on die ground; but Ms fervants now 
gathered round him, and prevented Ms receiving further hurt. 
Puddum Sing, Ms elder brother, who was fitting in another part 
of the hall,, hearing of Ms being wounded, now ran up, and with 
one ftroke of Ms fabre finilhed Mahummud Shaw; upon which the 
prince’s fervants ran confufedly out of the balcony, and others threw 
themfelves headldng into the area. Puddum Sing flood over the 
body of Mahummud Shaw, refolved to kilTany one who fliould 
attempt to take it away ; when a number of Raajepootes, belong- 
ing to him and Ms brother/ entoed the hall with a palanquin, into 
which they put Mohin Sing, net yet dead, and were advanced on 
the way out as far as the ftation of the rocket men, when the prince 
entered the hall, but, feeing all in confufipn, inftantly retired, and 

' ■ / . . ordered 
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ordered ftrid: fearch to be made for the murderer of Mohin Sing* 
but his domeftics concealed him. Puddum Sing, fufpeding that 
the prince might be difpleafed and order him' to be apprehended, 
relblved to die in that cafe on the ipot, and therefore continued 
ilanding, until raja Roy Sing Sefodia, an ameer of five thoufand, 
came and carried him in fafety to Mohin Sing’s houfe. 

Mohin Sing breathed his laft on the road home, and his women 
burned themfelves alive with the corpfe. The prince was much 
affeSied with griefs but, though he made much enquiry, never 
could find out the murderer. 

Sewajee at this time, having made a peace with the king of 
Hyderabad, and received promifes and affurances to his perfedi: 
fetisfadion, went to vifit him. Adna Pundit, the king’s minifter, 
though a man of great policy and cunning, and a rival of Sewajee 
' in, intrigue, was deceiv^ 

the Beejapore Mtan, and ■ 
divide what country they might conquer between them, and after- 
wards expel the Moguls from Dekkan. Their firft operation was 
planned againfi: Tanjawer, a zemindaree belonging to Angojee, 
Sewajee’s half brother, tributary to Beejapore. 

Sewajee accordingly, having received a great fum of money 
and large reinforcements of troops from Hyderabad, marched for 
Tanjawer, and wrote to Angojee to come and meet him. Angojee, 
not dreaming of his brother’s treachery, came from Tanjawer to 
Jinjee, agreeably to his requeft j and they had an interview, at 
which Sewajee demanded the treafures which their father Sahjee, 
he faid, had left to him. Angojee, now feeing no way for efcape 
but by chicane, humbly told his brother, that the fort of Tan* 
jawer, the country, and every thing he had, was his f&rykQj 
which declarati(Hi fatisfied Sewajee, who foppofed he had his brother 
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in his power, and that he cotild get from him what he pleafedi but 
for once he was deceived. Angojee having returned to his tents, 
fled the fame night, with a few confidential fervants, for Tanjawer, 
where he arrived in twenty Hours from Jinjee, which is diftant one 
hundred and twenty miles from that fort. Sewajee upon this 
plundered his brother’s camp; and having gotten pofleffioii of Jinjee 
By treachery, as alfo of fome other forts belonging to Beejapore and 
Hyderabad, into which he put his own garrifons, retreated, and then 
fent back the Hyderabad troops to their own country. Bahadur 
Khan hearing of the: meeting . between Sewajee and the king of 
Hyderabad, marched into his territories ; and having exadled the 
payment of a large fum of money as a fine, retuined to Ahmed“ 
ilup'gur ; where he remained forae time, and then encamped for the 
rains at the great tank of Feirah Baug. Akhlaafs Khan Meana,, 
Mbhukkum Sing, and others who had been wounded and taken 
prifoners at Sultanghur, being now releafed, joined the camp at 
Ahmednuggur ; and having paid their refpedts to Bahadur Khan, 
:::^ie?fo-eflaHiiieA::m,theiE' .difier^t, .ranks, ^ 

■:^bbliitthabidj^5Hafihgi:heea''n3primai^ 
:;^inSiiM'iiifattas|entering^:^'ldfoir; 
de^f ted to Sewajee’s army. As the Mhurattas had^^^^ 

Jilierii: terri^^ 

• I; :iii|:::::foavih|v ■ df j 

^ ■ of; the enemyfo: the: fort 

:::j::|g|p;|||eiiSidi|Srtted:^'thatv,they:':^^had::Jete^^ 

before, after plundering the town and carrying away feme of the 
wives of the inhabitants prifoners. The khan, arriving in the 
vicinity of Hyderabad, plundered and kid wafte feme places, at the 
inftigation of paieer Khan.: Intelligence was brought, that the 
enemy, who had been at Rarageer, were now divided into two 
bodies, one of which had pafied on the borders of the Hyderabad 
territories into their own country, and the other near Terk Chandeh 
‘ ‘ ' ' were 
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\vere plundering the imperial pofleffions, Bahadur Khan dilpatched 
Dilleer Khan, Koottub ad Dien Khan, and other chiefs, after the 
enemy, who had retreated homewards, and marched in purfuit of 
the other body himfelfj fending Bakee Khan and Futtaeh Khan 
with the artillery and baggage to Aurangabad. He came up with 
and engaged the enemy at a pafs near the fort of Antour. Raja 
Shujaun Sing fiondela, and his brother Inder Mun, with the Mogul 
cavalry, formed the advanced guard. The enemy Rood firm for 
fome time, till Soopkerrun Bondela charged the grand body in con- 
jundlion with the, troops of Balcheram ; when, after a fhort ftruggle, 
they fled, and the royal army purfuing them till night, took much' 
fpoil and many horfes, which had been feized from merchants, to 
whom they were moftly reftored. Baliadur Khan marched the 
next day through the, pafs of Antour, and the day after refolved to 
reach Aurungabad, w^hich was fixteen cofs diftant. A few officers, 
who had rode on before, fell in with fome thoufands of the enemy, 
and defended themfeives qn an eminence lill -the a,rmy came up, 
when.;.fhfyrf^|id*»,,|pdM*iSs»piscf^^ them^ for fome 

cofs, and killed above four hundred, taking much plunder : his fon 
Raow Dulput was wounded. The next day Bahadur Khan arrived 
wdth the army at Aurungabad, and encamped fome time in the 
neighbourhood of that city. He conferred prefents of horfes and 
arms on his gallant officers, and, in return for their fervices, re- 
commended them to his majefly for promotion to higher rank. He 
next marched from Aurungabad to Satterah Batterah, thirty cofs 
diftant, where he encamped, Dilleer Khan, with his detachment, 
had purfued the enemy as far as the fort of Merrooje in Beejapore, 
when he returned with much plunder taken from them. As the 
Mharattas had for the two laft fpring harvefts made incurfions into 
Khandefhe through the hills of Ballaghaut, Bahadur Khan caufed 
redoubts to he eredled in each pafs, and artillery, with proper; 
guards, to be ftationed in them. Accordingly, they were built at 
the following places ; Ferdapore, Loondapore, Mulkapore, Kuflb- 
^OL. II. ' ' , F , ' ' ' ' - . ree. 
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ree, Raujdehr, Laknehwara, Deogam, Rajorah, Dilleerpore. 
three or four other places. 


This year died Koottub al Moolk, fultan of Hyderabad j and, 
leaving behind him no male children, was fucceeded by Abou 
Houffun, who had married his eldeft daughter j a perfon of a moft 
debauched charafter j but, to the furprize of all, upon his acceffion 
to the throne he threw off every bad habit, and became both an 
excellent man and prince. According to cuftom, he fent am- 
baffadors to the imperial court with proper offerings, wliich were 
received, and a gracious firmaun returned in anfwer. 

, Mahabut-Khan, on his arrival at court from Dekkan, was ap- 
pointed a fecond time to the government of Cabuli but again 
displaced in a fliort time after, and died on the road in his way 
to the' prefence. He was a chief poffeffed of true nobility, and a 
■great encourager of brave foldiers, of whom he had ahvays a fine 
houfehold body. He had a reliance on the Raajepootes, in pre- 
ference to the Moguls, Shekhs, or Aighauns and, when in Dek- 
kan, had about a thoufand of the former with him, to whofe 
charge he always trafted the guard of his haram and fleeping apart- 
ments. Bahadur Khan beflowed a munfub and other honours on 
Beejajee Naick, a capital zemindar of Dekkan, whofe fon had 
married Sewajee^a daughter, and was a chief of great gallantry 
and reputation. 


Bahadur Khan, learning that the Mharattas were colleffing in 
the neighbourhood of Poonah, left his baggage at Chummar Koon- 
dah, and by forced marches came up with and gave them a fignal 
defeat, in which Soopkerrun.Bondela behaved with particular gal- 
lantty. He then moved to Burragaum, twenty cofs diftant from 
Ahmednuggur,: on tlie banks, of the Beemrah, a river feparating 
the Hyderabad territories from thofe of Beejapore, and which has 
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its fource from the mountains of Kokun at a place called Bhamean 
Sunkree, near the fort of Loeghur. Here Bahadur, to perpetuate 
his memory, built a fort and ere£led a magnificent palace, which 
he called Bahadur Ghur. Dulput Roy Bondela was promoted 
to the rank of three hundred, and the fons of Bahadur Khan, 
Mirza Houfifun and Mirza Mhouflun, were honoured with the 
titles of khan. Inder Mun Bondela was appointed to command 
the ftation of Goolfliunabad. Sutterfal, the fon of Chumput Bon- 
dela, difgufted at not finding promotion, and being in diftrelled 
circumftances, went over to Sewajee ; but, as he placed little con- 
fidence in the people of Hindooftan, after {hewing him fome civilities, 
he gave him his difmiflion j upon which, finding himfelf without 
reiburce, he returned to his own country, where, collecting his 
dependants, he raifed a rebellion, and poflefled himfelf of great 
part of the zemindaree. 

About this time died Ali: whofe 

Turky. -'Eufufi^'a 

prince of the Ottoman family, was entrufted by his mother to the 
care of a merchant, through fear of the brother, then emperor. 
The merchant coming to Damaun brought the young prince with 
him, and from thence travelled to Dekkan, where, fortune be- 
friending his charge, he founded the kingdom of Beejapore, filling 
himfelf Eufuif Adil Shaw, and ereCled the citadel of Beejapore, 
which bears his name. Ali was fucceeded by his fon Seconder, an 
infant. Khouafs Khan Hubfliee, a favourite of his father’s, was 
entrufied with his education and the command of the fi)rt. Abd al 
Kerreem Meana, the ion of Abd al Raheem, fan of Belole Khan, 
(who, in the reign of the late emperor Shaw Jehaun, had followed 
the fortunes of Khan Jehaun Lodi, and efcaped with him from 
Agra, upon his death entering firfi intp the fervice of the king of 
Hyderabad, and afterwards of the Beejapore prince, who raifed him' 
to high rank) commanded the minor king’s armies. ■ ; 
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<5ii the death of All Adil Shaw, Sewajee, intending to reduce 
the country, and marry his fon Sambah to the daughter of Ruftum 
Raow, with, royal fplendour and magnificence, in order to divert 
from him tjie imperial arms, that he might be at liberty to exe- 
cute his defigns, began to intrigue for that purpofe. He difinifled 
Jadoo Terrai and HuUall Khan, who had deferted to him from the 
iniperial army, telling them he could not keep them, as he now 
meant to afk for peace. Thcfe chiefs having at the interceffion of 
Soopkerrun Bondela been pardoned by Bahadur Khan, returned to 
liis camp. Sewajee now fent deputies, with prefents of an ele- 
phant and many rarities, to Bahadur Kliau, requefting a truce, till 
through his intereft forgivenefs of his crimes from the emperor 
could be ratified ; upon the arrival of which, if the jEChan would 
fend liis eldeft fon to condudi him, he would fubmit to his clemency. 
Bahadur Khan, not aware of his intriguing craft, confented to a 
truce, and immediately fent off an exprefs to the emperor, then at 
Houliiin Abdal on the borders of Cabul, which arrived at court in 
thirteen days. A firmaun was iflued in reply, that he diould be 
cautious: iK>t to be deceived by the Mhatatta, and b^ore^ he formed 
any treaty, fend Maliek Berkhordar, who knew the artifice of 
Sewajee, with fome confidential fervants of his own, to found his 
fecret defigns, which he fhould, when explored, communicate to 
the emperor, who would then give further orders. 

Bahadur Khan, upon the arrival of the firmaun, dilpatched 
Mahummud Saad Khan and Gongaram Guzaratee, confidants of 
his own, with Maliek . Berkhordar, to amufe Sewajee. This crafty 
politician, who had already found time to effedl part of his fchemes 
and poflefs himfelf of the fort of Pernallch, belonging to Beejapore, 
received the deputies at Rairee, and for the fiadl day treated them 
with all cuftomary honours, j hut the next, gave them a final 
anfwer, faying, What fuperiority has your mailer gained over 
“ me, that I Ihould confent to fubmiffion ? Be gone fpeedily from 
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*< hence, or you will be dilgraced/’ Upon hearing this, the 
affrighted deputies returned with an account of their reception to 
Bahadur Khan, who forwarded it to court. The emperor,- out of 
his abundant kindnefs, to confole the mortified khan, promoted hina 
to the rank of feven thoufand horfe and the title pf Khan Jehaun 
Bahadur Kokultafli Zuffir Jung j his elder brother, named Muzzuffir 
Houffein, to the title of Azum Khan and rank of fix thoufand j 
and his fons, one to the title of Muzzuffir Khan, and the other, of 
Nufierut Khan, with proportionable commands, 

Bahadur Khan upon this promotion kept a grand feftival, to 
which he invited Namdaur Khan, the fon of Jaffier Khan, from 
Buggellanaj and gave away among the amras and their followers, 
thirty one elephants, above five hundred horfes, two thoufand ele- 
gant drefies, befides fwords, armour and other valuable articles. 

At this time_ contentiM|S^^^yaH^-:'' 'lbe^wte®n . Uefckanees 
and A'fgtfauhs*‘'81^^^^SreA®Kiiriahut Pundit, who was much in 
the confidence of Khouafs Khan, artfully promoted the inveteracy 
of the parties, in hopes that he fhould fucceed whatever chief 
might be difplaced. He obferved to Khouafs Khan, that the 
Afghauns had acquired too much power in the fiatej that the 
prince being ,a minor, himfelf confined to the fort, and Sewajee 
having feized many diftridls of the kingdom, in this fituation it 
would be prudent to implore the protection of the emperor, in 
conjunaion with his troops to punifh Sewajee, and regain tho 
ufurped territories j which effeaedj he might then eafily expell the 
mutinous and rebellious Afghauns. 

The Ethiopian approved of his fchemes, and fent his dfewaii, 
Serjam Raow, to Zufiir Jung with ofiers of friendfhip and alliance, 
as alfo an invitation to a conference. Zuffir Jung, upon receiving this 
unexpeded but welcome overture, propofed that Khouafs Khan 

fhould 
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fliould march from Beejapore to Burrapore on the banks of the 
Kiftnah, where he would meet him. Accordingly, both parties 
moving to the place appointed, magnificent tents were pitched i 
but, as the waters of the Kiftnah fuddenly rofe very high, Zuffir 
Jung went in boats to the camp of Khouafs Khan, from whence, 
after fome converfation, he brought him back with him to his own, 
and gave him and all his followers a grand entertainment and rich 
prefents. Mutual alliances were entered into, and the daughter of 
lOiouafs Khan was betrothed to Nufferut Jung, the fecond fon of 
Zuffir Jung j after which the tw'o chiefs took leave of each other, 
and departed to execute their intended purpofes. 

Abd al Kerreem, who had attended Khouafs Khan, was en- 
camped at the diftance of twelve miles, and Dunnanut conveyed to 
him all the particulars of the interview between Zuffir Jung and his 
mafter, infidioufly obferving, that if the Hubffiee ffiould make the 
fort and kingdom an offering to the emperor Aulumgeer, it would 
put an end to Abd al Kerreem's and his own fortunes. 

Abd al Kerreem, who was eager to obtain the regency, de- 
termined to take an opportunity of confining Khouafs Khan on the 
march to Beejaporej but he being informed of his treacheiy, left 
the camp and baggage at Alingah, forty miles from the city, to 
which he, departed fuddenly in the night, and thus defeated the 
defigns of his enemy. On Abd al Kerreem’s arrival at Beejapore, 
a negotiation of reconciliation was fet on foot, and at length Khouafs 
Khan, with a few attendants, came out of the citadel to encourage 
the Afghaunsj and after the ufual ceremonies of meeting, retired 
with Abd al Kerreem only, to confult in a private apartment. On 
notice beiUg given that Khizzer Khan Punnee, a principal ameer, 
was approaching, Abd al Kerreem left the room, as if to meet him, 
but the door was £hut immediately after him, and Khouafs Kftan 
made a prifoner under a ftrong guard. Jumffieed, a Have of Abd 
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al Kerreem’s, got into the fort without oppofition ; and foon after 
he, with K-hizzer Khan, entered, and treating with ihekh Mun- 
naje and the other Dekkanees, perfuaded them to march againft 
Sewajee, towards the river Kiftnah j after which he put Khouafs 
Khan to death. 

Soon after this, Abd al Kerreem difpatched Khizzer Khan 
towards the Kiftnah, with inflrudions to affaflinate fhekh Munnaje. 
Khizzer Khan for this purpofe invited him to an ^entertainment. 
The Ihekh complied with the invitation, and had left his tents, 
when on the road he heard, that Khizzer Khan had placed a num- 
ber of armed men in concealment to murder him. The ihekh, 
notwithftanding, proceeded, and when Khizzer Khan came to 
meet him, alighted and embraced, but ftabbed the treacherous 
nobleman while he had him in his arms, efcaped, and joined his 
troops on the other fide of the river. A fcuffle enfued between the 
Afghaun and Dekkanee attendants, in. the fq^uaje, of the tents, in 
which- , , 

Shekh Munnaje retired to Adonee, and being joined by Seedee 
Mufaood, Syed Mukhdoom, Sheerza Khan, and other Dekkan 
lords, made an alliance with Kafil Koor, a principal zemindar, who 
had a confiderable force, and it was refolved between them, to 
attack Abd al Kerreem and cut him off. 

Abdal Kerreem being informed’ of the union of the Dekkanees, 
prepared a confiderable army, and marched to oppofe them j when 
a defperate battle was fought near the fort of Shaw Doneghur, 
twelve cofs from Adonee, in which many chiefs were killed on both 
fides, and it was doubtful to whom remained the viaory. Kafil 
Koor, the zemindar, was flain. At night Abd al Kerreem beat 
the march of viaory, and encamped on the field of battle. The 
Dekkanees having in the night conduaed their wounded to Adonee, 

‘ ■ mofi: 
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moft of them went over to the king of Hyderabad, Shekh Mim- 
naje took up his refidence at Kooiburga in his own jaghire, and 
Abd al Kerreem, with his force much diminifhed, retired to Bee- 
japore, where he put to death Dunnanut Pundit, who had been 
tlie inftigator of fuch fatal fadlion, and feizing all his wealth paid 
his troops their arrears with the money j thus verifying the obfer- 
vation, that “ He who digs a pit for another, often fails into it 
** himfelf.” ^ 


This year the Mharattas invaded the imperial territories near 
Aurangabad, and Khan Jchaun purfuing them, engaged and de- 
feated their army near Lafoor, only fourteen cofs from the city j 
after which he chafed them as far as the fort of Chumber in Kokun. 
At this time came intelligence of the imprifonment and death of 
Khouafs Khan, which difappointed Khan Jehaun’s meafures, and 
he reprefented the affair to court j after which he returned to tlie 
cantonments at Bahadur Ghur, Orders came from the emperor, 
that he Jhould endeavour either to take Abd al Kerreem prifoner, 
or put him to death, and befiege Beejapore. Dilleer Khan was 
again appointed fecond to Khan Jehauii, and departed mftaatfy on 
his nomination from court to Dekkan. 

Khan Jehaun having made the necefiary preparations for tlie 
againft Beejapore, ordered Illaam Khan Roomee, (formerly 
named Houffein and pafha of .Buflbrah, who had fought proteftion 
with the emperor fome years fince, and was promoted to the govern- 
ment of Mahva) from Aurangabad, the charge of which city was 
given to Raow Bhaow Sing, and marched to the banks of the 
Beemrah, ten cofs from Sholapore, where he waited for the junftion 
of his troops. 

Abd al Kerreem Khan, having left Beejapore, with a great 
army encamped at Abundee, about fix cofs diftant; upon v/hich, 

- , . - ^ Khan 
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Khan Jehaun fent the women of his camp, with his own and the 
fuperfluous baggage, to Sholapore, and ftationing what he meaned 
to carry with him on this fide the Beemrah, which was at this 
time very high, crofled with the troops, and formed hifi difpofition 
of battle. On this day, Raow Raaje Sing Rhatoree, commanding 
the advanced body of the army, who had been long ill, died on the 
march. Shekh Munnaje and fiiekh Mahummud Juneedee, having 
agreeably to promife arrived from Kooiburga, were introduced to 
Khan Jehaun by raja Soopkerrun Bondela, and received a pielent 
of elephants, horfes, and one lack of rupees. Next day the two 
armies prepared for engagement. Koottub ad Dien Khan witli 
the advance, lilaam Khan on the right, with the corps of Soopker- 
run Bondela, fliekh Munnaje and. others, Raow Anoop Sing, Rag- • 
onaut Sing Mharatta, Bocheraje Cutchwai and others, on the left, 
having formed, the battle commenced. The enemy charged 
furioully in front of Iflaam Khan, but his Turks drove them off 
twice with great lofs, when their ^muiution.being- ex|)ended, Iflaam 

when a fpark unfortunately lighting among a quantity of car- 




men. 


tridges, they blew up, , killing and wounding a great number j but 
to add to the melancholy event, the khan’s elephant being fright- 
ened at the explofion, became ungovernable, and ran into the 
enemy’s line, where the khan, his fon, and the driver, with feme 
horfe who had followed their leader, were foon cut to pieces j but 
the elephant having received feveral wounds, ran back without his 
houdah, which had been cut off his back. The heat of the battle 
next fell on Soopkerrun Bondela, who,( together with .fliekh Mun- 
naje and other chie:&, was wounded. The left wing was alfo 
engaged, and Raow Kibber Sing Rhatoree, Kerrun'Sing, a mun- 
' fubdar, with Raow Raaje Sing, and the other Raajepootes, aftgr 
fighting defperately, were wounded. Great numbers on both fides 
fell, and the fwarry elephant of Abd al Kerreem was taken, by 
Kiflioor Sing Harrah. The battle ceafed on the approach of night, 
II. G without' 
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witliout being decifive on either fide. Khan Jehaun remained oa 
this fide the river, threw up entrenchments round his camp, and 
fortified them with artiller)r. The Afghauns during the night 
made an attack upon the baggage on the other fide of the river, 
great part of which they plundered, put numbers to death, and 
carried off fuch of the followers of the camp as they chofe ; fi> that, 
from this lofs, and the fudden rife of the river, it no longer remained 
in the power of the imperial army to oppofe the Afghauns. Koot- 
tub ad Dien Khan, with the approbation of Khan Jehaun, formed a 
truce j and the army then recroffing the river, £hekh Munnaje was 
difpatched to Koolburga, to fecure poffelfion if poflible of that for- 
trefs. At this time Dilleer Khan arrived from the prefence, and 
the waters of the , Beemrah, on account of the rains, ftill continuing 
exceedingly high, it was agreed for the prefent, that the fort of 
Tuldermk fiiould be taken from the fons of Khizzer Khan Pumjpe, 
who refided there. Khan Jehaun accordingly marched, and began 
his approaches. Raja Inder Mun Bondela, agreeably to orders, 
joined the camp ifom Goolihunabad. Mahummud Atta, a fon of 
Khan Jehs-ua’s, - being wounded by a cannon foot, died. Akhlaafs 

• a^d -cSieff 'Kerreena- :at;foe ; inftigatioff of - ■ AfpiaanS: ^ 

on accoune of their connee- 

with a confiderable force, to the relief of Tulderruk i upon which 
Khan Jehaun thought proper to raife the fiege and march to receive 
the enemy. Abd al Kerreem encamped within fix miles of the fort, 
and his tents appeared in fight of the royal camp. Though the day 
was far fpent and twilight approached, yet by the advice of Dilleer 
Iffian and others, having left Runmuft Klian for the protection of 
the baggage, a battle commenced. A body of Afghauns firom Abd 
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rsaj§ Cutchwai arid Ragonaut Sing Mharatta, oppofed the enemy. 
Bocheraaje was killed fighting, gallantly, and the latter, with many 
others, was wounded, Koottub ad Dien Khan, charging to their 
affiftance, preferved the wounded firom being cut to pieces, Abd 
al Kerreem trying to gain the fort during the night, his baggage 
was plundered, and Khan Jehaun followed him within cannon ihot 
©f the walls. After fome days the arrhy encamped at Khaut- 
kaloon, eight cofs from Tulderruk, Raow Anoop Sing, at the 
requeft of Khan Jehaun, was honoured with the title of raja. 
Madna Pundit, niinifter to Abou Houfliin, king of Hyderabad, had 
Joined Abd al Kerreem with troops and money j but feeing that 
oppofition could not in the end be made to the imperial army, 
retreated to his own country. Abd al Kerreem, after remaining a 
month in Tulderruk, returned to Beejapore. Khan Jehaun fent his 
dewan Luckeram, to bring over fome Beejapore chiefs, who had 
taken refuge at Hyderabad, as alfo the troops of that Rate, to join 
him, and marched in purfuit of Abd al Kerreem ^ the Beem* 

halted, and called together the Dekkanees and exiled Beejaporees, 
who had fled to different places, Seedee Mufaood, Sheerza Khan, 
and others, joined. Luckeram brought an army from Hyderabad, 
and had alfo effeded a truce with Sewajee. Four thoufand horfe, 
fent by different imperial fojedaars, and a number of other troops, 
joined j fo that an army was now colkaed fufficient to reduce 
Beejapore. 

While affairs were thus fituated, the ^ghaun chiefs of the im- 
perial army, out of regard to their tribe, privately fent meffages 
to Abd al Kerreem, that if this vaft army fliould march to Beeja- 
pore, his affairs would be ruined paft redemption j fo that his 
only way to avoid the florm would be to make propofals of ptoce 
to Khan Jehaun, and come in to vifit him, after which the trdops 
. ■ ■■ ■ -.’v G a' ^ '' 
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would be difperfed, and he be at liberty to regulate his govcra- ■ 
ment. 

Abd al Kerreem^ liftening to this advice, entreated peace of 
Khan Jehaun, promifmg that if the imperial army Ihouid move to 
the banks of the Beemrah, he would come to meet him; and 
requefting that he would fend Akhlaafs Khan to condudl him to an 
interview j after which he would fubmit to any conditions he might 
impofe, as he regarded himfelf now as the emperor’s fubjedt. 

Khan Jehaun, after deliberating on the difcordant ftate of his 
army, agreed to his requefts j and having fent away the auxiliaries 
to their different countries, moved from Hingeh, and encamped on 
the banks of the Beemrah. 

Khan Jehaun, agreeably to the requeft of Abd al Kerreem, 
fcnt his brother Akhlaafs Khan to meet him, and a few days after- 
wards difpatched alfo Koottub ad Dien Khan. A letter arrived 
from ihekh Munnaje* that now there was an qpportunity, which, 
if troops were fent to Alinder, he would feize, of acquiring the 
fort .of Koolburga. Abd al Kerreem requefting that Dilleer Khan 
might be fent to receive him, Khan Jehaun left him at Angui- 
kote, and went himfelf to Alinder, from whence he fent Gon- 
garam, his own dewan, with Vizier Beg, fon to Collinder Khan, 
the kelladaar of ZufErabad Bieder, to ftiekh Munnaje, who, on 
the day of their arrival with him, got admillion into Koolburga by 
treachery, and having confined Nangooroy, the kheliadaar, put the 
place into their pofleffion, and agreeably to orders returned to Khan 
Jehaun. Khan Jehaun, through Runmuft Khan, made promifes 
of munfubs and prefents to the fens and dependants of Khizzer 
Khan, and fending his own bukhflhti, Alla ad Dien Khan, to them, 
they evacuated the fort of Tulderruk, when Zufiirnuggur, com- 
monly called Tumnee, was allotted for the refidence of their fami- 
lies. 
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lies. After vifiting Tulderruk, and ordering meafures for its fafety, 
he returned to camp, and difpatched to court an account of his 
operations j which meeting the emperor’s approbation, the fons of 
I^an Jehaun were promoted to higher rank j Muzzuffir Khan to 
the title of Himmut Khan Bahadur, and Nufierut Khan to that of 
Sippedar Khan. Raja Inder Man Bondela dying, at the requeft of 
Khan Jehaun, his zemindaree and the title of raja were conferred 
upon his fon jeffwunt Sing. 

Abd al Kerreem having left Beejapore with Akhlaafs Khan, 
and condoled with the fons of Koottub ad Dien Khan, who had 
died on . the road, met Dilleer Khan. He encamped about four 
cofs from Alinder j and Khan Jehaun, agreeably to his promifes, 
having pitched a moft fpiendid tent, with poles and ornaments of 
lilver, went in the greateft pomp and magnificence, attended by all 
the amras, to receive him. Abd al Kerreem Khan and Dilleer 
Khan, with all the Afghauns in their train, advanced, and the 

'aftdr ,paffing mutual 

compliments, alighted at the tent j when Khan Jehaun prefented 
Abd al Kerreem with elephants, horfes, and arms, ornaments of 
jewels, trays of rich cloths, as alfo the tent, and proper carriages 
for its conveyance. After converfation, he difmilled him to his 
camp, and returned to his own. Mallek Berkhordar, agreeably to 
the emperor’s orders, was fent as refident to Beejapore. Abd al 
Ruflbol Khan was appointed kelladaar of Koolburga, Collinder 
Khan of Tulderruk, and Vizier Beg exalted by the title of Jaua 
' Baz'^i^an,, 


Abd al Kerreem Khan and Dilleer Khan being dilTatisfied at Khan 
Jehaun’s having got pofieflion of Tulderruk and Koolburga, agree- 
ably to the fchemes they had formed from the inftant of their meet- 
ing, wrote petitions to court, fetting forth, that Khan Jehaun had 
made private agreements with the king of Hyderabad, the Dekkan- 
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pe^s, the king pf Beejapore, ^n<J Sewajee, an4 4id not aft with Ylgouf 
pi Ips government i but that if he fliould be called to the prefence, 
and proper affiftance afforded them* they would bring Hydembad 
into the imperial pofl'efiion without delay, 

Khan Jehaun, with Abd al Kerreem and tlie united armies, 
marched from Alinder to Koolburga, and it was agreed that they 
fhould go fhortly againft' Hyderabad. They vifited the tomb of the 
famous fyed Mahuramud Gefoo-derau:5> who flourifhed in the reign 
of fultan Firoge Bhamenee. It is a very magnificent edifice, covered 
with a dome, in the middle of an extenfive court. Many of his de., 
fcendants repofe near the faint, over whom they have erefted domes, 
A number of them ftill refide there j and during the reigns of the 
Pekkan fultans, great fums of money were annually offered to them 
in vows and prefents. The kings of Beejapore and Hyderabad, as 
alfo the zemindars in the vicinity, every year gave rich prefents, and 
many villages were affigned by both kings to defray the expenfes of 
the tomb. When it came into the imperial poileih on, Aurungzebe 
alfo fettled fomP farms upon it; There is almoft a Continual difien-* 
tion between the defcendants of the faint, who. generally come to 
blows every year j and they fpend their time in an affluence and lux- 
ury, enjoyed but by few of the firft nobles. There are alfo at Kool- 
burga many tombs of the Bhamenee kings of Dekkan. In the 
pergunnah of Alinder are the magnificent fepulchres of Ladee Anfa- 
yee, the faint's lifter, and her children i and at Boorahannuggur 
fhofe of many celebrated perfonages. 

The emperor, deceived by the petitions before mentioned, re- 
called Khan Jehaun from Dekkan, and appointed Dilleer Khan in 
his room. Khan Jehaun left Koolburga for court, the fame day that 
the firmaun arri?ed for his recall. 


Dilleer 



The troops of Abd al Kerreeo^ , , deferted in great 

mastVkiti ■ j”* 'lif’'' ffiSfliffW® againft the royal' army, 
and it became impoffible to remain much longer in the enemy’s 
country. Dilleer Khan therefore, on this account, and to pleafe 
Abd al Kerreem, for whom he entertained the utmbft friendflbip, 
and w'ho had been taken ill, fet on foot a negotiation of truce with 
the Dekkanees, and began to retreat towards Koolburga, intending 
to leave his fuperfluous baggage there, and after fuppiying himfelf 
with provilions, to return and attack them. 
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Dilleer Khan and Abd al Kerreem marched with the army to 
Mulkeh, a fort ten cofs from Koolburga, which being but of little 
flrength, the befieged evacuated it in the night, and fled to join the 
Dekkanees, who made fuch oppofition, that the Afghauns durft 
not even dare to look towards Hyderabad. There now fell a con- 
tinual rain, and the fcarcity of grain in the camp became exceflive. 
Skirmilhes between the two armies occurred for two months toge- 
ther daily. Mahummud Beg Khan, commander of the artillery, 
Serafrauz Khan Dekkanee and his fons, with many other imperial 
officers, were wounded. The other Afghauns who had an enmity 
to Runmuft Khan and the fons of Khizzer Khan, for having given 
up the fort of Tulderruk, did not affiffc them in the day of battle; 
but, as they had a feledt body of their own, they gallantly ilood firm 
in the field, were wounded, and great numbers of their followers 
killed. 


The firfi: day’s march the Dekkanees did not molefi: him; hut 
on the fecond, looking on the Afghauns as running away, appeared 
in great numbers, attacked the baggage, killed hundreds of jpeople, 
and acquired an immenfe plunder. The fight continued from day- 
light till fun-fet, when the royal army halted at a dry nullah, where 
it remained two days in the greatefl ccaifufion, being obliged to dig 



I 

' i 

■ j' 

, 

t : !i;i , 

y?i 

i i fjr-; 

' ■!. ' fil' 

‘i* rl'. 

': 

1. 

' 'ji:'' 

h Tr.'/ 

; ^ 


AURUNGZEBFs OPERATIONS IN DEKKANt 

wells, before the camp could be fupplied with water. Akhlaafs 
Khan, and Runrnuft Khan Punnee commanded the right wing, Abd 
al Kerreem the left, Dilleer Khan protected the baggage, and 
Soopkerrun Bondela, with Ghierut and Muzzuffir, nephews of 
Dilleer Khan, were ftationed in the rear of the whole j but though 
they had above eight thoufand horle, it was difficult to quit their 
ffcation. Soopkerrun Bondela, his fon Dulput Roy, and the othei 
Raajepoote chiefs, having confulted together, reprefented to Dilleer 
Khan that it was impoffiible to remain here longer, as^ the army 
muft perifh from want of provifions. This advice had a proper 
effea, and the chiefs being all united, for the royal honour, and 
tliek own prefervation, at length marched, but in twelve days 
could only move ten cofs, when they arrived at Koolburga. The 
Dekkanees, who were full feventy thoufand in number, feldom 
ceafed from the attack j but as the fortune of Aurungzebe attended 
the Raajepootes, the enemy did not prevail. The Raajepootes 
upon this trying occafion fhewed aftonifliing inftances of valour i 
but which to relate would appear as vain boafting. Mahummud, 
the fon of Roottub ad Dien Khan, was killed by a. rocket; and 
on this march the camp was without grain for fome' days, when 
the poorer fort were obliged to eat the roots of the plaintain and 
date tree, from which numbers were taken ill, and died ffiortly 
after of diforders in the bowels. 

As Abd al Kerreem was fo dangerouily ill as to be pronoim- 
ced paft recovery, Dilleer Khan negotiated a peace between him, 
Seedee Mufaood, and the other Dekkan chiefs, bringing _ them 
together for ‘a conference. Mutual civilities and vifits were ex- 
changed between the chiefs of both armies, and it was agreed that 
Abd al Kerreem ffiould deliver up the citadel of Beejapore to See- 
dee Mufaood, who ffiould then pay off the arrears to all the troops. 
Abd al Kerreem foon after died, and Dilleer Khan delivered up his 
fon Abd al Raooff for education to Seedee Mufaood, who promifed 

' - to 
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to let him lucceed his j&ther in the command of the army. The 
Dekkanees then returned to Beejapore, where Seedee Mufaood 
delayed to pay the arrears of Abd al Kerreem’s troops, and they 
offered numberlefs indignities to his fon, who had inherited but 
little property from his father. The foldiers proceeded to fuch ex- 
tremities and clamour for their pay, as to feize every thing he had, 
not excepting even the jewels and ornaments of the women, which 
they forced from them without regard to common refpedt and de- 
cency for the honour of thek chief. While the young man was 
thus ufed by his own tribe, the treatment he experienced from 
ftrangers may eafily be imagined. Dilleer Khan returned with his 
army to the imperial provinces, thus ending, without any advan- 
tage, a very expenfive and difgraceful campaign. 


Khan Jehaun Bahadur on his arrival at court, not finding him- | 

felf treated fo gracioufly as ufual, abfented himfelf from the durbar, | 

and refigned his rank and commands; upon which Aurungz^ i 

to refign his equipage and train. Accordingly, the khan made an | 

offering of his elephants, horfes, and other enfigns of dignity, to I 

the emperor, who, however, after fome time, w^as gracioufly • 

pleafed to recall him to the prefence, and reftore him to all his i 

honours. Raja Jeffwunt Sing Bondela, fon of the late raja Inder • 

Mun, joined the army in Dekkan with a force befitting his rank. i 

Dilleer Khan receiving information that the Mharattas had ap- A.H.i 
peared near Zuffirabad Bieder, having left his baggage at Porundeh A.D.n 
with Soopkerrun Bondela, marched to purfue them; and having 
defeated them and cleared the country, returned to pafs the rains 
at Bahadur Ghur. Intelligence arrived that Sewajee had detached a 
force againft the fort of Joneer. Abd al Yezzeez Khani the go- 
vernor, was a perfon of much experience and gallantry. Th|ee 
hundred of the enemy in the night afeended the walls by, rope lacj- 
Yoi., n, ■ ' , H ^ , ders. 



As the emperor was much diffatisfied at the late behaviour of 
the Afghaun chiefs, Jumlat al Moolk Affud Khan was ordered to 
corhmand in Dekkan, until the appointment of another foubahdar. 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim fhortiy after was invefted with the 
government, and a firmaun came to Dilleer Khan, enquiring,^ as 
Abd al Kerreem had died, the Afghauns were difperfcd, and diffen- 
tions occurred among the Dekkanees, why he had delivered up 
Beejapore to Seedee Mufaood? He was ordered to colledt the 

Afghauns,: and ..enrol"' them^; m*thef^imperkl^^(^yi|e,^i(:,:,alfq;to draw 
over to him* ftie officers of Beejdpore'’atid H^detaBld, till ffich time 
as jaghires could be beftowed, allowing each hdrfeman daily pay 
from the royal treafury, and to march immediately againft Bee- 
japore. , 

Dilleer Khan, agreeably to thefe inftrudions, having invited the 
relations of Abd al Kerreem and other Afghaun chiefs, Syed Lutteef 
and Eefah Ghulzee, Dekkanee's of Beejapore and- Hyderabad, re- 
commended proportionate rank for each } and for fuch horfes as they 
brought, which amounted to about twenty thoufand, he allowed 
daily pay. Many chiefs received jaghires, and were recommended 
by I>il!eer Khan ;for titles of nobility, Dilleer Khan’s nephew was 
raifed to the rank of a thoufand, and came to Dekkan j where, 
except the Afghauns, none were now efteemed worthy of diftindion. 
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On the breaking up of the rains, Dilleer Khan marched frorn 
Bahadur Ghur* Sambah, the fon of Sewajee, who had quarrelled 
with his father, and was confined by him in the fort of Perndleh, 
having made his efcape with a few attendants, fent a meflenger to 
Dilleer Khan, requefting his protedtion, and that he would fend 
a force to afiSft him, as Sewajee’s troops were following him clofely. 
Pilleer Khan immediately difpatched Akhlaafs Khan, with Ghierat 
Khan, his own nephew, and other chiefs, with a proper force, and 
followed himfelf. Sambah having met Akhlaals Khan at Kerkum 
Peoee, joined Pilleer Khan with a few of his family } and the 
khan, regarding his coming as a moft favourable occurrence, beat 
the march of vidlory, and reprefented it to the imperial court, 
from whence Sambah was fliortly after honoured with the title of 
raja, the rank of feven thoufand, and a prefent of an elephant. 
Pilleer Khan made him many prefents himfelf, and appointed a 
refidence for his family, with a proper guard, at Bahadur Ghur. 


for the expedition agalnft Beejapore. Soopkerrun Bondela being 
dangeroully ill, left his fon Pulput Roy and his followers with the 
army, and retired to Bahadur Ghur. 


In the beginning of this year, DtUeer Khan marched againft 
Bhopaul Ghur, a fort belonging to Sewajee in the Beejapore coun- 
try. Cannon being planted upon a height which commanded the 
inner part of the place, it was taken in three hours, and a vaft 
quantity of grain found in ftore, part of which was delivered to the 
troops, much taken by the camp followers, and the remainder let 
on fires- after which the fort was razed to the ground. 


The lame day the Mharattas appeared, intending to fiiccour the 
place, and an action enfued, in which they were defeated and lied.- 
The fame bodyy a few days aftewards, fuddenly attacked and 
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plundered a detachment fent to colled: fupplies for the army, under 
the command of Eeruch Khan, who took ihelter in a fmall fort, 
leaving his people and baggage to fliift for themfelves. Dilleer 
Khan waited on the banks of the Beemrah for feme neceffary ftores. 
and to crofs his cannon, the river being flooded. 

Soopkerrun Bondela, an ameer of two thoufand five hundred, 
died in his fifty third year, at Bahadur Ghur, and was much la- 
mented by alL Many of his women burned themfelves upon the 
funeral pile with his corpfe. He was a foldier unequalled, had in 
repeated battles won the prize of valour, and was in general fuccefs- 
ful. He often remarked, that he had efcaped witli life from many 
dangeis ; and that in the day of battle a foldier fliould never think 
of himfelfi for whatever the Almighty had decreed would happen 
ofeourfe. He alfo faid there were two days in which a perfon 
fhouldnot fear death, on that on which providence had decreed it 
ihould not happen, and that on which it had decreed it ihould. He 
W'as bountiful to his friends, and unanxious for his own fortune. 


Secunder Adil Shaw now reprefented to Aurungzehe, that he 
efteemed himfelf as one of his ancient flaves, and notwithfianding 
Dilleer Khan was advancing to invade his country, if fibe emperor 
would permit one of his fbns to marry his filler, he Ihould regard 
it as an honour. This met with the royM approbation, and, ac- 
cordingly, Secunder fent fhe young princefs with much pomp, 
conduced by the phyficiaii Shumfe ad Dien to court, and Dihcer 
. „ . ■ ’ ' , . ’ Khan 
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Khan fupplied him with a proper efcort j but, notwithftanding this, 
he advanced to Beejapore, which, although he had twenty thoufand 
horfe with him, he was not able to blockade. On one fide he 
kept up a conftant cannonade, and ruined a canal made by the firft 
Adil Shaw, which flowed by the citadel and the great mofque, 
through the city. The enemy made- a Tally from the town, and 
prefled hard on Syed Lutteef, but Dulput Roy being fent to his 
afliliance, he repelled the aflailants, and took their ftandard. At 
this time, the condudl of Dilleer Khan not being approved of by 
Aurungzebe, he recalled him to the prefence i and the prince 
Mahummud Mauzim alfo being removed from the government, 
Khan Jehaun Bahadur was a fecond time appointed to the foubah- 
daree of Dekkan. Dilleer Khan, upon this, raifed the fiege of 
Beejapore, and plundered the country all around it, digging up and 
totally deflroying the magnificent gardens in the environs of the 
city. Sewajee’s meflengers were allowed communication with Sam- 
bah, who now made his efcape with only eleyen attendants j fo thaf 
it . : Khan,‘ who 

made no enquiries or example among the guards who watched his 
perfon. Dilleer Khan next attacked the town of Sunker, near Bee- 
japore, and having battered down the walls with his cannon, the 
troops entered, and began to plunder; but the inhabitants, after 
a deiperate fkirmifh, drove them off again with very great lofs, 
when Dilleer Khan evacuated the country. 

This year died the Maharaja JeflTwunt Sing, near Cabul ; and 
his followers brought his infant children, and his women who did 
not burn with him, towards their native country. Orders were 
fent to condudt them to court, where on their arrival, Aurungzebe 
infiflred on the children being made Mahummedans. Upon this 
the Raajepoote attendants, determining to die rather than fubmit 
to this order, fled with their charge towards the raja’s territories, 
and being hotly purfued by the emperor’s troops, fought valiahtly, 

- ' ' ■ ' and 
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^.nd W€rt; mt»ftly cut to pieces,' but the women and infents anived 
fafely at Jodepore. After this, the courtiers brought a young child, 
to his majefty, and pretended he was the maharaja’s fonj which 
the emperor feigning to believe, had him circumcifed, named 
Mahummedee Rauje, and educated as fuch. The emperor, dif-. 
pleafed at the refiftance of the Raajepootes to his commands, 
marched to expel the Ions and relations of the late raja from Jode-* 
pore } which fort foon fell into his hands, and raja Ajeet Sing, with 
the family, took Ihelter in the receflfes of the mountains and woods, 
Inder Sing was exalted to the rank of three thoufand, and the 
poffeflion of the rauje 5 but as the dependants of the late prince and 
the people could not be prevailed upon to pay him a proper obe- 
dience, and the country remained long in an unfettled ftate, he was 
degraded and depofed. 

Sewajee having marched from his country to invade the imperial 
territories, totally laid wafle the diftri< 9 : of Jalneher and others 3 and 
his Ibldiers, notwithftanding his commands to the contrary, oiFered 
inMts 'fo 'the fervants of Jkun Mahummud, a religious, from whofe 
curfes it was believed Sewaj^ was takm ill, and Ihortiy after died.' 
Sewajee was as a foldier unei[|ualled, Ikilled in the arts of govern- 
ment, and a friend to men of virtue and religion. He planned his 
fchemes wifely, aiid executed them with fteadinefs. He confulted 
many on every point, but adted according to that advice, which, 
after weighing in his own mind, he thought bell applicable to his 
defigns. No one was ever acquainted with his determinations but 


* The Mharatfa report is, that he was poironed by his wife Socmhaye, who 
e<juI4 not procure his confent for her fon Rama to fucceed him, Sew^ee in this iaft 
expedition was defeated, and hotly purfued by the Mogul general, Runmufl Khan. 
Nearly at the fame time, his fleer was almoft deflroyed by the Siddees, in conjundion 
with the Ehglifli of Bombay. It is probable, therefore, that he died neither by 
poilQn, nor the vifitation of God at the prayers of a devotee, but rather, by an 
4^ flight, and vexation at the ill fuccefs of his arras. 
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by the fuccefs of their execution. He built palaces and eredted for- 
tifications in every part of his country ^ and it feemed as if he had 
the art of feeing all hidden treafures, for wherever his people were 
fent to make war, he diredled them to ipots where valuables were 
buried, as if he had laid them there himfelf. He kept forty thou- 
fand horfes in his ftables, which he had mounted to adion by fol- 
diers named bargeers. Every ten horfes had one taweeldaur, who 
had the care of feeding them, as alfo one water carrier, and a torch 
bearer ; each hundred had an officer over the ten taweeldaurs ; and 
every thoufand a chief, who commanded the other ten. Wherever he 
fent five or fix thoufand, a chief of confequence commanded on the 
fervice. He alfo entertained men who had their own horfes j but the 
Mharattas, who had moft. pay, were bargeers. When he detached 
an army on fervice, he fupplied Iiis bargeers .with clothing and arms j 
and after the plunder of a country, whatever remained in their 
hands above their amount, was carried to the account of his trea* 
fury. He had numberlefs informers abpup his , that if 

they ’Ke forced tJwoi 

to give them up. 


* Sambah, or Sambajee, who fucceeded his father in the rauje, 
generally fpent his time in female pleafures and exceffive drinking, 
and pofiefied no talents for government. He purfued fuch a line of 
condudt as difobliged his father’s fervants, and in a fliort time dif- 
fipated in vanity the treafures Sewajee had amafled. He liffcened to 
the advice of no one, having a conceited opinion of his own abili- 
ties, and chofe for his favourite, Kubkullufs, a bramin, vs^itb whom 
he adled fuch feenes as made him hateful to the world. 


'* The pardzans of Rama endeavoured to oppdfe the fucceflion of Sambah, feat 
were foon.overcome, and Rama, put into confinement. Swrabaye, in 4ei|»air at the 
fate of her fon, put herfelf to death. 
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Alker Khan Bukhftii and Dulput Roy,, with Serafranz Khan and 
other amras, having obtained leave from Dilleer Khan, went to meet 
Khan Jehaun. Dilleer Khan marched to efcort his women from 
Bahadur Ghur, and prepare for his journey to the prefence. Khan 
Jehaun having arrived, after an interview with tire prince Mahum- 
mud Mauzim, difpatched an efcort with him to court, agreeably 
to orders, and then halted for the rainy feafon near the fort of 
Aoont. After the rains, the Mharattas having entered the imperial 
territories, Khan Jehaun marched along the banks of the Gung on 
the road to Loehghur, which had been deftroyed by Khan Dow- 
raun; and moving through the pafs of Ferdapore, ten cofs from 
Aurangabad, afcended the mountains of Kunneher, through a moffc 
uneven road, covered with wood ; fo that the troops met with great 
difficulties, and were two days and nights without their tents and 
baggage, diftrelTed for water and provifions. At length he en- 
camped near the tomb of fhekh Fereed, thirty cofs from Aurunga- 
bad. At this city died Raow Bhaow Sing Harrah, and many of his 
women iacrificed themfelves on his funeral pile. As he had no fon, 
his nephew was. fef*,,^eeably to the imperial orders by the 
prince ''Itoummad' Akler,"- tb^lSoj^ febbed jn the 

wardrobe as he was puttuig on a drels of honour, given upon his 
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noon; which, ifhehadnot arrived that day, muft inevitably have 
been plundered. Accounts were now brought that the enemy were 
feen in great numbers at Kafee Porah and the Hill of Sitterrah ; 
alfo, that raja Anoop Sing, with his followers, was drawn up in 
his quarters, but durft not venture to advance j upon which Khan 
Jehaun marched on with all *poffible fpeed, and upon his appear- 
ance the enemy fled without daring to engage, when he encamped 
at the tank of Maharaja Jeffwunt Sing. The inhabitants of the 
city had been much alarmed, and fliut up their houfes, the doors 
of which they had barricadoed, and prepared for defence. Khan 
Jehaun, as the rains were now fetting in, took up his refidence in 
the imperial palace j and an order having arrived from court for the 
purpofe, began to ered a wall round the city, in order to prevent 
any fudden attack from an enemy. 

Intelligence arrived, that fultan Mahummud Afcber, from the 
raihnefs of youth, and the intrigues of the Raajepootes, having 

to corredt him. The prince had, without ftanding a battle, fled, 
with Darruk Dafs Rhatoree, towards Dekkan. Khan Jehaun, 
upon this intelligence, marched from the city at twelve o’clock at 
night, and on the road received a letter from the fojedaur of Bug- 
gellana, informing him, that Akber had gone by that way to Gool- 
fliunabad, and the khan, on his arrival there, found that he had 
only one day before paflcd and entered Kokun bj the road of Ter- 
rung; upon which, being difappointed of overtaking the fugitives, 
he retreated to Aurangabad, and difpatched the news to court : but 
it was afterwards reprefented, that Khan Jehaun was negligent in 
the purfuit, and might have taken the prince, if he had chofen. 
Sambah, efteeming Akber’s coming as a fortunate circumftance, 
received him with the refpedl due to his rank, and gave him a 
fuitable. refidence near the fort of Khulna, on the feacoaft. He 
appointed extenfive hunting grounds for his araufement, prefented 
VoT.. IT. ; I him 
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him daily with money to pay fij? hundred cavalry, his followers, and 
once a week, regularly, vifited him, always obferving a proper 
deference to his dignity, as one of the imperial princes, 

Dulput Roy, who had been detached to punilh the Mharattas, 
returned after his campaign to Aurungabad, when an extraordinary 
and dangerous affair occurred to him. It appeared that a fervant of 
Sambah’s, having taken a hoiife in Begum Porah, fecretly levied 
foldieia and bought arms for the fervice of the rebel prince, This 
intelligence was conveyed to Khan Jehaun, who difpatched a guard 
to feize the accufed perfbni and it happened that, Dulput Roy 
paffing at the time, he ran through the crowd of his attendants, and 
got cle^ off. Khan Jehaun’s people avowed that they had taken 
the man, and that the roy’s followers had feized him from them by 
force i upon which the khan fent to demand him of the roy j but 
he, who had not the leaft knowledge of the affair, went to Khan 
Jehaun, and related his innocence of the charge. Khan Jehaun ffill 
relying on the declaration of Iiis own people, was offended } and 

/the ,royi. .findiag,.^^ cff, ,nn^#vail,;':,:le^j;iMm 

:t&/b^hder'f ;;:but;an ' -ihe-^'iBondelas;;^!^ 
intentions, joined Dulput Roy, who refolved to oppofe fuch indig- 
iity f upoff^^^^?^ 

the affair to court, as did alfi> Dulput 
The emperor gracioufly obferved, on hearing both fides of the 
queftion, that the toy was an ancient imperial fervant, incapable of 
fuch treacherous behaviour, and ordered him to join the prince 
Mahummud Mauzim, who was again appointed to govern in Dek- 
kan. — . ■ ■ . ' 


Klian Jehaun, at the breaking up of the rains, marched to 
Bahadur Ghur, and the prince arrived at Aurungabad. Houffun 
Ali Khan was detached with an army for the punifhment of the 

Mharattas 
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Mharattas and conqueft of Kokun, and Dulput Roy ordered along 
with him. Many fevere engagements were fought in this expedi- 
tion, in which the roy performed fignal fervices. Jadoo Roy Dek- 
kanee, an ameer of three thoufond, was killed, and Jagdeo Roy, 

Hs grandfon, promoted to his rank. Khan Jehaun, leaving his 
baggage at Bahadur Ghur, purfued the enemy whenever he heard 
of their entering the royal territories. 

In the beginning of this year, Houflun Ali was detached for the A. H. 
puniiliment of the Mharattas by the way of Porundeh. Kiihen Sing, A. D, 
the grandfon of the late Mirza Raja Jey Sing Sewai, who, throwing 
afide the manners of the Raajepootes, imitated thofe of the Moguls, 
was killed in a drunken quarrel for a dancing girl, near Porundeh, 
by an Afghaun. This year Aurungzebe refolved to extirpate Sam- 
bajee, and began his march from Ajmeer towards Dekkan. Dulput 
Roy was promoted to the rank of fix hundred by the royal favour. 

' 4 ^). ' • 

moved with a vaft army into Dekkan, and andved at Aurungabad. A. D, 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim Shaw, with Dilleer Khan Afghaun, 
was detached to Ahmednuggur. Shaub ad Dien Khan, fon of 
Koollich IChan, fuddur al fuddoor, with Dulput Roy, and other 
imperial officers, were ordered to befiege the fort of Ramfodje, 
five cofs from Goolffiunabad. Havmg began their approaches, 
they ereded upon an eminence near tie walls a platform of wood. 
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Jehaua leaving his army, went to pay his refpetfts to the emperor 
at Aurangabad, taking with him Runmuft Khan, who, at his re- 
queft, was promoted to the title of Bahadur Khan, and fent with a 
detachment againft Kokun. Shaub ad Dien Khan was ordered to 
the vicinity of Joneer, where the enemy were committing depreda- 
tions, and Khan Jehaun to command the fiege of Ramfudje, upon 
which place an unfuccefsful aflault was made fome time after, and 
Dulput Roy, with many others, wounded. IDulput was promoted 
to the rank of feven hundred. Mahummud Moraud was honoured 
wdth the title of khan, and the office of fecond bukhffii in addition 
to the other polls which he held in Khan Jehaun’s army. Bahadur 
Khan Runmuft marched towards Kokun, and reprefented to the 
emperor, that if Khan Jehaun ffiould be ftationed at the pafs of 
Mhajah, he could then invade the country. Another aflault was 
made upon the fort of Ramfudje, but it proved unfuccefsful j upon 
which the fiege was raifed, and the great platform of wood built by 
Shaub ad Dien at an immenfe expenle, being filled with com- 
buftibles, W'as fet on fire and deftrojed. The befieged upbraided 
the troops with cow^dice as they retreated, calling put to them to 
ftop and cover themfelves with the aftif s of halt^eiy. 

Bal^ur Khan entered Kokun by the pafs of Mhajah j and as 
the incurfioES of the enemy were daring near Gooifhunabad, Khan 
Jehaun moved towards that town, upon which the enemy took to 
flight s when leaving his -baggage to the charge of Maha Sing Bha- 
doreah, fojedaur of the place, he purfued the fugitives. Orders 
were iflued to Khan Jehaun to, join the prince Moiz ad Dien, eldeft 
fori' of the prince Mahummud Mauzim Shaw Aulum, who had 
marched for the puniffiment of the enemy.- Accordingly, having 
ordered his baggage from Goolihunabad, he joined the prince near 
Rampore, on the banks of the Gupg, fixteen cofs from Aurangabad. 
The prince did him the honour to alight from his horfe at their 
meeting, and embrace him j at hearing which the emperor was 
, . difpleafed. 
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dilpleafed, and angrily enquired of Shaw Aulum, why his fon had 
condefcended fo far from his dignity. The prince replied, that the' 
emperor* Jehaungeer had deigned to honour by the like favour 
Mortiza Khan, after his defeating fultan Khooferoo. 

The prince Moiz ad Dien, after halting fome days' in the vicinity 
of Nabudter, marched to Zuffirabad Bieder ; , where, on the day of 
his airival, intelligence was brought him, that the imperial ele- 
phants and thofe of Shaw Aulum, which had been fent to fodder at 
Patterree Bacherra, were juft attacked by a body of the enemy. 
Khan Jehaun, inftantly leaving the prince with the baggage at the 
fort of Bieder, marched } and hearing on the route that the elephants 
were carried off, he quitted the little baggage he then had with 
him, and moved night and day with redoubled fpeed after the Mha- 
rattas, who fled at his appearance, and he recovered the elephants, 
except a few that were fwifteft of foot, which the enemy had lent 
on before them. He did not defift from the purfuit, but leaving 

''h^f the diftrids, 

marched on, and near the borders of Terk Chandeh recovered the 
remainder from the Mharattas j after which he returned to within 
four cofs of ZufHrabad, and fending for his baggage, encamped on 
the banks of the tank of Kamfeaneb. The troops in this march 
experienced numerous hardfhips, and even Khan Jehaun was with- 
out his tent and proper proviiions. Numbers of the fbldiers fell 
behind, fatigued, at every place on the route, and were not able to 
join for fome time after. 

His majefty being difpleafed with the condud of Mahummud 
Azim Shaw, who had been fent to Ahmednuggur, he was ordered 
to the prefence with Dilleer Khan } but he delayed his departure, 
and did not move to court until after repeated commands j upon 
which Dilleer Khan incurred the royal difpleafure. On the vs?ay, a 
furious elephant broke through the ranks, and ran towards the 
" , ", , , , . ■ ; ' , prince’s 
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prince’s palanquin, but was luckily put to death without hurting his 
perfon. The prince Shaw Aulum was ordered with an army into 
Kokun, to reduce the Mharatta fortrefles on the fea coaft. A 
plague, which had feldom happened either in Dekkan or Khan- 
defhe, occurred this year in both countries, and carried off fuch. 
numbers, that many large towns were depopulated. 

,! 

L 1097, The prince Mahummud Moiz ad Dien attended his father, ShaW 
i». 1685. Aulum, to Kokun, which he entered by the way of Ramdirrah j 
i but the country in that part being but thinly cultivated, fupplies of 

(' provifions foon grew lliort, upon which the prince moved to the fea 

' coaR, and the emperor iffued orders for provifions to be conveyed by 

I fhipping to Dunda Rajapore, near Bombay, but they could not 

i ^ bring fufficient, and famine prevailing in the prince’s camp, num- 

: hers died through mere want of food. Khan Jehaun moved from 

„ the tank of Kamfeaneh to Buggulkote, where he halted for feme 

time, and then went againft the fort of Muiluknehur, of little 
f Rrength, which he carried by /iorm in two days. Himmut Khan 

and Raja Jeflwunt Sing Bondela headed the afiault. Khan Jehaun 
1: at the approach of the rainy leafon, having; cantoned his army at 

■; Bukkrum Bullee, twelve cofs from Zuffirabad, went himfelf to re- 

’k fide at Koolburga. Juggut Sing, fon of Mukkund SingHarrah, an 

’ ameer of two thoufand, died, and, as he had no fon, his country 
was given to his uncle’s fon Kiflioor Sing. Shaub ad Dien Khan 
; andRaow DulputSing, having entered Kokun, had an aftion with 

Sambah at Nizampore, and having defeated him, plundered the 
place of his refidence j in reward for which fervice, the emperor 
, conferred on the former the title of Ghazi ad Dien Khan Bahadur, 

j; and promoted the latter to the munfub of one thoufrnd, calling 

I!; them to his prefence j after which he detached them againft the 

K-", ' ,, ■ fort of Joneer. ■’ 


Dilleer 


Aurung^ebe's operations in dekkan, 


Oill^ep Khan Afghaun, m ameer of five thoufand, who had | 
won the prize of military fame and conduct from all the cotemporary 
nobles, and fully underftood the modes and policy of Dekkan, J 

where in his operations he was generally viftorious j upon, feeing 1 

new amras preferred by the emperor over his head, and that what 
he reprefented out of duty was but little attended to, grew weary 
of the world, and died from vexation and difappointment. In the 
time of his youth he had a remarkable appetite and ftrength of 
body, and in his old age was blefled with good health. Upon his 
death the emperor confifcated his fortune, which he fuppofed im- 
menfci but it not anfwering his expedtations, he confined Peere 
Mahummud, his fecretary, in order to inveftigate the caufe, who 
would not inform, though put to the torture. At length he was 
releafed. 

The prince Shaw Aulum had reprefented repeatedly to the 
emperor, that from tlie inclemency in Kokun, a plague ' ’ * 

the diftrefs for provifions was exceffive s upon which a frefli army, 
under Roh Oollah Khan, was difpatched to efcort the prince to 
court. Aurungzebe marched from Aurungabad with the grand 
camp to Ahmednuggur. Khan Jehaun, who had purfued a body 
of the enemy to Sangoulah, met Roh Oollah Khan on his march, 
and they accompanied each other as far as Ramdirrah, Khan 
Jehaun afterwards encamped, by the imperial commands, near the 
town of Annunderee, only feventeen cofs from Beejapore. The 
prince Shaw Aulum returned through the- pafs of Ramdirrali in his 
way to court. Mofi: of his cavalry had loft their horfes, and the 
greateft part of the army were on foot for want of conveyance, as 
the Mharattas, with the ficknefs and famine, had made the greatell 
havock among them. , Khan Jehaun paid his refpedts, and, having 
fupplied the prince with all neceffaries, took his leave } then poll:- ’ 

'.mg 
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ing a detaclinient in charge of Annunderee, cantoned his arhiy» 
according to orders from the emperor, at Almillah. 


Several of the amras attendant on the court, on account of the 
wafte of their jaghires in the foubahs of Dekkan, now received 
lalaries in lieu i and the great officers, who from the lame caufe 
alfb were become diftrefled, opened their hands to the receipt of 
bribes, notwithftanding the pofitive injundtions of the emperor to 
the contrary ^ they alfo extorted money, under the pretence of fees 
for forwarding the views of expedtants at court } fo that the im- 
perial fervice now became but of little advantage, except to the 
civil officers of high rank, and their greedy deputies. 

Serdar Khan, an Afghaun munfubdar, hired a number of ban- 
ditti, and made a pradtice of fending them to rob ; but being foon 
detedled, he was puniffied with death, and his effedts confifcated. 

KJian Jehaun having quked his cantonments at Almillah, en- 
camped on the banks of the Beemrah, and detached Sippedar Khan 
and',' bitteer '^;ttimmut towards Koolburga':tO‘ptthiih'"'#iAv,pmderras ; 
which having done, they returnedi Orders arrived to ftation Dilleer 
Himmut again near Koolhurga, to prevent them from croffing the 
Beemrah; but he died foon after his march, and was fucceeded in 
command by Jaun Niffiaur Khan, fon of Collinder Khan. 


Orders were fent to Khan Jehaun to march to RuiTooIpore, and 
Hop the communication with Beejapore on that quarter, while Roh 
Oollah Khan blocked it up on the fide of Shawpore : but, prior to 
the arrival of thefe inftrudtioris, Roh Oollah Khan had encamped at 
Ruflbolpore, and Khan Jehaun at Taktannah ; fo that they met 
together, and, upon the arrival of a farther order, the latter en- 
camped at Shawpore. 
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As the emperor had determined to attack Hyderabad and Beeja- 
pore, he moved with the grand camp from Ahmednuggur to Sho- 
lapore, and appointed fyed Zein-al-abid-Dien kelladaar of the former 
city. The enemy, fuddenly collediing, attempted a furprizei but 
the fyed, being timely advifed, was on his guard, and defeated 
their enterprize. Ghazi ad Dien Khan, being recalled from Joneer. 
Was lent to protect Ahmednuggur, and Hulput Roy was now pro- 
moted to the rank of one thoufand three hundi-ed. 

Khan Jehaun was now ordered to Hyderabad, and Roh Ooilah 
Khan to maich for the fiege of Beejapore, where the prince Shaw 
Azim was alfo fent with a powerful army. The king of Hyder- 
abad hearing of Khan Jehaun’s approach, fent Mahummud Ibrahim, 
the chief of his nobility, to oppofe him with feventy thouland horfe. 
Skirmifhes occurred between them for many days; but as Khan 
Jehaun had but a Imall force compared with the enemy’s, he durU 

the emperor. The prince Shaw Aulum was dilpatched with a 
reinforcement to his affiftance, and -orders given for Beheramund 
Khan and Baticaud Khan to attend him part of the way. The prince 
having reached Mulkneher, put his baggage under charge of Jaun 
Niffaur Khan, and marched with his troops in order of battle towards 
the entrenchments of Khan Jehaun. The Hyderabadeans made a 
charge in different quarters, but in vain; and in the evening the 
prince joined the camp, where it had rained fo hard, that it was 
impoffible to pitch the great tents; and the prince, with his wives, 
was obliged to put up with a very fmall one. Khan Jehaun, who 
was fituated conveniently, fent drelfed provifions for his fimily and 
all the amras who attended him. After three days, the prince and 
Khan Jehaun advanced ; and, as is the cuff om with the Hekkah ' 
troops, the Hyderabad ariny made falfe attacks on all tides of the 
line. This continued for four days, after which Beheramund Khan 
You II. K ' and 


I . ■ 

V 


Ml 


k f - 

>¥ 




fefi 


mif 

■ 


I 




lyLva-i. 



AUEWG2!E5F8 operations IN DBKIC4N, 

and Eaticaud Khan returned to the prefence. Orders arrrived that 
the.treafury ofBcers of Khan Jehaun’s army fhould alfo aft as fuch 
to the prince. Eeruch Khan, an ameer of two thoufand five hun- 
dred, an excellent officer, of great experience, was much in the 
efteem of Khan Jehaun, who always placed him near his own per- 
fon in the field. During this march, Eeruch Khan’s elephant, 
frightened at the noife of a rocket, ran away. The driver iifed 
every endeavour to turn him, but in vain j fo that the khan was 
taken prifoner, but died fhortly after. He was much regretted by 
his followers, who were all treated by him as brethren. The khan 
was generous, not only to his friends, but to all, being ever ready 
to ferve a petitioner ; fo that his good name was- univerfal. He ex- 
celled moft of the greater amras in the elegant llile of his living, 
and entertained fervants of the firft abilities, to whom he allowed 
high pay. His table was always richly and plentifully provided j 
and whenever either acquaintance or travellers pafied near his re- 
fidence, he furnifhed them amply with all neceflaries, treating all 
with that attention due to their quality. If a mei-chant came to him 
or any ofher^diftant part, he generally kept him with 
him ’'ftttnc '''''days, bought .Ws. ' whole ''cargo,'" 'aM' ■■id^M!fed''haa .with 
many %ours. His mind was truly noble, and he died univerfally 
lamented. Himmut Khan Bahadur, Raja Jeflwunt Sing Bondela, 
with the commander of artillery, Aga Ali Khan Roomee, making 
a charge upon a large body of the enemy, who were crofiing a long 
fwamp of rice fields, two of their principal officers were taken 
prifoners by the raja’s followers. The fame day, Mahummud 
Ibrahim, who commanded the Hyderabad army, fled unexpeftedly 
to the city j. and from that day the enemy’s forces difappeared al- 
together, and the royal army purfued their route clofe to Hyderabad 
by repeated marches. The Dekfcanees acqufed Mahummud Ibra- 
him of treachejgr, exclaiming, that if he had done his duty, the 
imperial troops copld nCver have advanced. 
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The king, not thinking it fafe to remain longer in the city, fhut 
himfelf up in the fort of Golconda, though Madna Pundit, hi? 
prime minifter, earnefily entreated him to the contrary ,• obferving, 
that it would be better to retire to Warunkul, or fome other fort, 
from whence he might with eafe fuccour Golconda, in cafe the 
imperial troops Qiould fit down before it j whereas he would, by 
friutting hiftifelf up in it, be toAly cut off from refources. Abou 
Houffun would not liften to this reafonable advice, and thus clofed 
upon himfelf the gates of adverfity. 

Mahummud Ibrahim, the general, confulting his own interefts, 
came over to Khan Jehaun, and was. introduced by htira to the 
prince, who received him gracioufly, and recommended him for 
promotion in the imperial fervice. Akka Ali was fent to guard the 
city of Hyderabad, and allure the inhabitants of protediionj but 
mofi: of thofe who were able to procure conveyance for their fami- 
lies and effedts, had retired into the fort j^ Gcdconda, while the 

tMir fate. •' The' 

next day the prince fent his own followers to guard the city, but 
they extended their hands to plunder. The houfe of Madna Pundit, 
the minifter, was robbed of goods beyond all account, and frripped 
even to the frames of the doors and windows. So many new tents 
were found in, it, that, immediately after, an old one was not to be 
feen in the prince’s camp. The king’s palace was alfo plundered in 
a great degree; but, after two days; the charge was given to Khan 
Jehaun, who reftored order, and colle£led fome property for the 
emperor’s account; but if all the plunder had been thus taken care 
of, it would have amounted to an immenfe value. Though the 
emperor repeatedly wrote, that when he had plundered this city, 
before his accefilon to the throne, large fums were found in the 
ceilings of apartments, and infifted on all being preferved for hia 
ufe with the utmofi: rigour, yet no one regarded the imperial Oidefj 
and many of the firft houfes were plundered by the troops. ; 

-K 2 • .Mahummud 
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Mahummud Ibrahim being one of the creatures of Madna Pundit, ^ 
hat minifter was fufpedted of having perfuaded him to go over to ’ 
he imperial army, and of intending to follow hitnfelf. It was faid 
that the reafon of his advifing the king not to take refoge in Gol- 
conda, was, that he might have an opportunity of betraying him, 
into the emperor’s hands. Abou Houffun had, on appointing Madna 
Pundit prime minifter, taken a :Memn oath, that he would not 
attend to what any perfons might fay againft; him, and therefore he 
did not iiften to thefe infinuatioas : but the oiEcers, who hated 
Madna, at the inftigation of the king’s mother in law, widow of 
the late fultan, aflaflinated him as he was going into the king s 
prefence, aid cutting otF his head fent it to the prince Shaw Aulum, 
with a meflage, importing, that it had belonged to him, to whom 
only, all the infolence and difrepeft fhewn to the emperor was 
owing, for which he had at laft met his deferts. 

Abou Houftun, who had committed to Madna all his power, 
and contented himfelf with the pageantry of royalty, being by his 
death left without an advifer on .whom he could rdy, immediately 

;^iii:^ii|iiiiSI|eaee,^.ahd:;plraaiftk^ 

The prince Shaw Aulum now moved his quarters into an exten- 
five garden near the fort, where Abou Houftun had built a fplendid 
palace, in which the prince took up his own refidence. When the 
news of the fall of Hyderabad reached the emperor, as a mark of 
his favour he fent jewels, elephants, horfes and dreffes for Shaw 
Aulum and the amras, under the care of Abd al Kerreem, keeper 
of the oratory, and other chiefs j who upon their arrival at Momin 
Putteah, not ftr from the city, were furprized, plundered, and taken 
pri&ners, by fhekh Munnije and the Afghauns in the fervice of 
Abou Houflun, hot a man efcaping without a wound. The prince 
'fthaw Aulum upop this difafter, fent a meflage to Abou Houffun, 

, threatening 
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threatening to flop the negotiations for peace, and take ample 
vengeance for fuch atrocious infults and breach of the truce. 

Abou Houfllin made numberlefs excufes, declared that the 
attack was not made by his orders, and that he had not the fmallefi: 
knowledge of it. He colledled the plundered effedts with much 
care, and fent them with the wounded prifoners to the prince, pro- 
miling, if he would grant him peace, to make an offering of 
* two corores of rupees in treafure and effedls, which he would col- 
lea: -and pay, whenever the prince fhould move from the city to 
Koehr, 



Shaw Aulum forwarded his petition to court, and it meeting 
with the emperor’s approbation, Momin Khan was left to receive 
the money, and the prince retreated. Aurungzebe was difpleafed 
at the great force his fon and Khan Jehaun kept about their perfbns, 
and th e pl under of the city and the king’s pa lace accounted 

he fent him to the government of Lahore, and difpatched Syef 
Ooiiah Khan to order Kullich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, Himmut 
Khan, Mamoor Khan, and feveral other amras, to quit the prince 
immediately, and return to court. Ibrahim Khan, the Hyderabad 
general, was promoted to the title of Mahabut Khan and rank of 
fix thoufand. The prince was ordered to remain at Koehr, till the 
films fhould be paid agreeably to the treaty of peace with Abou 

Azira Shaw had 

repeated adions with the enemy. Amaun OolIah Khan, fon of 
Aliverdi Khan, and other Dekkan amras, were killed, and KiJhoor 
Sing Harrah and others wounded. The communication between 
this army and the imperial camp at Sholapore being cut off by the 

/ ■ enemy’s' ' 
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I enemy’s horfe, an extreme fcarcity of grain prevailed j fo tliat a 
|i * feer of rice fold for eleven rupees, and at even this exorbitont 

Iji price was procured with the greateft difficulty. Ghazi ad Dien 

fli Khan, with Dulput Roy Bondek and others, were difpatched from 
i’ j’: Ahmednuggur to cfcort provifions, ftores, and a large fum of money 

[ir to the prince. About five cofs from camp they were attacked by 

I the enemy’s arnay. The khan taking charge of the convoy, Dul- 

Hi put Roy, Mujahid Khan, and other cliiefs, received the enemy, 

iS! and, after a fevere engagement, defeated them, killing about four 

If^ thoufand foot who could not efcape the fury of the enraged Moguls 

|i and Raajepootes. The convoy arrived fafely at the camp before 

I } Beejapore, and provifions again began to be cheap. Ghazi ad Dien 

I ' Khan was honoured with the additional title of Ferofe Jung, and 

Dulput Roy with that of raow, and the privilege of carrying the 
I * allum in Ms train. 

1?iv' 

j| | The emperor this year, at a fortunate inftant, departed with 

!'| t*, 1688* the grand camp from Sholapore to the liege of Beejapore, and bat- 
' ■ ipened immediately upon Ms OTival before the place. 


terks were opetieU' immeaiateiy apon ms , arriYai^ piace^ 

The " prince Akher, who had takdl-';rfeffip'’"wl#''Mihbihi;hy. M 
inftigation, -fuppofing the imperial territories undefended by many 
troops, with Darruk'Dafs and about ten thoufand Mharattas made an 
incurfion from Kokun towards Hindooftan 5 but the emperor, hav- 
ing advice of his intentions, had left Merhummut Khan at Ahmed- 
nuggur, who intercepted the rebel prince in the neighbourhood of 
Chakneh, and defeated him, after a very obftinate engagement j 
which put an end to his enterprize, and he retreated again to Sam- 
bah’s country. Syed Leflikar Khan and other amras were left at 
Sholapore, to guard the, heavy baggage of the army and furniffi 
efcbrts for provifions to the imperial camp, i Eaticaud Khan, fbn 
of Jumkt al Moolk Afiud Khsin, was detached virith a force to 

'/ - ' ' obfef-ve- 

a About two pounds. 

« A fort of pike. 
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obferve the enemy’s motions. Beejapore was now furrounded on 
all lides, and the dilFerent ftations allotted to the amras. Syed 
Fatteh Ali Khan, reconnoitring too near the ditch, received the 
honour of martyrdom, and many of his followers were wounded. 
Many fkirmifhes occurred on the foraging parties,, and the befieged 
daily made fallies from the town< Raow Dulput was wounded 
in one by an arrow. Syed Lelhkar Khan was recalled from Shola* 
pore, and the command given to Eaticaud Khan. 

The fiege of Beejapore ftill continued, and the befieged to op- 
pqfe the approaches with great gallantry. The grand powder 
magazine, which was placed under ground in the camp, by fome 
accident blew up with a dreadful explofion, which was heard for 
fixty miles. As the country round Beejapore had been long laid 
wafte and uncultivated, fuppUes were cut off from the fort, and the 
befieged at length became exceedingly diftreffed for provifions. 
Every chance of fuccour was loft, and the foldiers became difatisfiedi 
but "-'At length, 

fevefal breaches being effedled, the difpofition of aflault was made 
by Kouwaum ad Dien Khan, commander of the imperial artillery. 
The befieged, upon this, judged it fafeft to capitulate, and requefted 
terms through Ghazi ad Dien Khan Ferofe Jungi when it was 
fettled, that the young king Secunder fliould pay his refpedts to the 
emperor, and his principal officers be exalted to munfubs. Ferofe 
Jung fent Dulput Raow with a few followers into the fort to bring 
Secunder to his quarters, when he conduded him himfelf to the 
prefence of Aurungzebe, by whom, after paying his compliments, 
he was allowed to fit. The emperor honoured him with the title of 
khan, beftowed upon him many favours, and allotted tents for his 
accommodation in the Ruggela Bar. Slieerza Khan was raffed to the 
title of Ruftum Khan, Abd al Raooff to that of Dilleer Khan, and 
both to munfubs of feven thoufand. Seedees Saliin andjumffie^ 


.D.ie 


ir- 




( 5 . 



travelling throne, and to the great mofque, where he oiFered up 
thankfgivings for his fuccefs. Syed Lefhkar Khan was appointed 
governor of the citadel. Upon an aftonilhingly large piece of 
ordnance was engraved this infcriptioni “ The prince Ma- 
hummud Ghazi, in fplendour like the fun, under whofe um- 
breiia the world fought a fhelter, by the force of his all-deftroy- 
** ing fabre, in half the winking of an eye, took , the “mafter of 
the field from Nizam Shaw,” This cannon, moft probably the 
largefi; ever known, was made by Roomi Khan, an oflicer of one 
of the Nizam Shaws, and fell into the hands of fultan Maliummud 
Beejaporee. The emperor ordered this infcription to be erafed, and 
the following to be put in the dead : Shaw Aulumgeer Ghazi, 
“ emperor of kings, who redored juftice and conquered the fove- 
reigns of Dekkan, reduced Beejapore. Good fortune on him 
da% fmded, and victory exclaimed, He.hath fnhdued the mafter 
of the field.” In this infcription is conveyed the date in which 
the fort furrendered. The ci^ and environs of Beejapore are upon 
a fine plain without any declivities j the fort probably the larged in 
the world j and, between it and the city wall, convenient room 
for fifteen thoufand horfe to encamp. Within the citadel was the 
king’s palace, the houfes of the nobility, and lai'ge magazines, 
befides many extend ve gardens; and round the whole a deep ditch, 
alvv:ays well fupplied with water. There were alfo without the 
city very large fuburbs and noble palaces. Sultan Mhamood kept 
on foot one hundred and eighty thoufand horfe; and in the time of 
All Adil Shaw, ‘when the Mirza Raja lay before Beejapore, that 
fultan had not lefs than eighty thoufand. On the emperor’s taking 
’ ' ' . it# 

" The name of the cannon. 
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it, there WiTO not more than two thoiifand horfe within it. After I; 
this vidory, the waters of the refervoirs and the wells in the fort 
decreafed j the country round remained entirely wafte for a great 
diftance, and a confiderable part of the reft was feized by the pin- 
derrahs and zemindars, ' who acknowledged no fuperior.. About a 
cofs ftom the city ftood once another vaft town, which might be ■ 
called a fecond Beejapore, named Norufs, and. built by Ifmaeel and 
Ibrahim Adil Shaw i but it was now quite depopulated, and ruined 
palaces only remaining, with a thick wall furrouhcjing it, whofe 
ftately gateways were falling to decay. 

Cafim Khan was appointed fojedaur of Carnatic Beejapore, and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan with other amras fent to reduce the country 
round Hyderabad, ■ 

The prince Akber, finding nothing more to expedt from Sambah* 
took- his departure on board: a fliip,, a. /|jW, a for 

coiimry'of Aferwar,, 

Ruftum Khan Beejaporee, who had been promoted to the rank of 
feven thoufand, was detached towards the fort of Sittarra againft 
the Mharattas, who attacked, defeated, and took him prifoner, but 
releafed him on his paying a very large fum of money, 

Ghazi ad Dien Khan, and the amras under him, having en- A, H. 
tered the Hyderabad territories, laid wafte all parts of it j and the 
emperoir marching from Sholapofe with intentions to befiege Gol- 
conda,;. on the way vifited the forts of Tuldoorg and Koolburga, alfo 
the tomb of ^ed Mahunimud Gefoo-derauz, The prince Mahum- 
mud Azim Shaw was detached to Goolfhunabad to punifh the IVlha-^ 
rattas j and the emperor, having moved by the route of Zuffirabad 
Bfcder, at length fat down before Gpkoflda, and the fiege was 
commenced. As Abou Houffun had efcaped into the fort, Mahurn- 
mud Mprand Khan, the refident at Hyderabad, incurred the royal 
VoL. 11. L' difpleafure 







Hi 
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difplcafure for having allowed him to do fo, and was degraded from 
hismunfub j but reftored {hortly after, at the interceflion of Affud 
Khan. Ghazi ad Dien Khan was recalled to the prefence. Shekh 
Nizam Hyderabadee colleded an army to relieve the fort, and 
Raow Ddput being fent againft him, gave him a complete defeat. 
Orders were iflued to attack a camp of the befieged which had 
taken ihelter clofe to the ditch. This fervice was performed by 
Mujahid Khan, Kiflioor Sing Harrah, Raow Dulput, and others, 
who plundered it. Kullich Khan, fuddur al luddoor, going too 
clofe to the fort, was killed by a cannon fhot. Skirmifhes happened 
every day with the enemy, and it rained fo continually, that the 
roads were rendered impaffable j and grain became fo Icarce in the 
camp, that many of the. followers died of hunger. 

The emperor, from the reprefentations of the fpies^ about his 
perfon, entertaining fufpicions of the loyalty of the prince Shaw 
Aulum, privately gave orders for a body of armed men to be drawn 
UD in the erand audience tent; and fending for the prince with his 
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the emperor’s tent. The date of this occurrence is included in the 
following lines : “ Hyderabad was conquered by Aulumgeer, under 
“ the aufpices of the Almighty, fighting for the true faith. He 
“ had the power of Jumflieed, and the wifdom of Alexander. His 
valiant heroes, with pious zeal, tore up infidelity and wickednefs 
“ by the roots in Dekkan.” Hyderabad was now named The 
Manfion of Zeal. Cafim Khan was ordered to take charge, of this 
part of Carnatic, until a fojedaur Ihould be appointed. The Car- 
natics, now divided between Hyderabad and Beejapore, were for- 
merly fubjedl to the dynafty of Ramraaje Carnaticje, once of great 
power and dominion, whofe capital was Beejanuggur, fituated fifty 
cofs from the fortrefs of A donee, and one hundred and feventy from 
Bieder ; from which their dominions extended to the fea coaft one 
way, on another to the river Kiftnah, and fome parts to the river 
Eeemrah. They kept an army of thirty thouland horfe, a million 
of infantry, and their wealth was beyond enumeration. The laft 
Ramraaje attempting to conquer, thg^||jji5pides.ipf A^il Shaw Beeja- 

Nizam Shaw Ddwlu- 

.tabadee, the three fultans formed an alliance for their mutual 
fecurity, and, having joined their forces, marched to the banks of 
the Kiflnah, on the oppofite fide of which Ramraaje was encamped 
with an innumerable hofl. The allies eroded the river and attacked 
him. Adil Shaw was panic-ftruck, but his nobility and troops 
ftood firm, and continued with their allies to charge the enemy. 
Ramraaje, priding himfelf on his vaft fuperiority of numbers, had 
pitched a magnificent canopy, under which he fat upon a throne 
filming with jewels, to give orders to his troops i but when the 
army of the fultans broke in upon his line, he removed into a 
palanquin, the bearers of which, being much frightened, threw it 
down, and he was feized by Nizam Shaw’s people, -and brought 
prifoner to their fultan } who cut off his head and fixed it on the 
point of his fpear. The enemy, upon feeing it, took to flight, and 
an immenfe treafure of money, jewels and effe^Ss* with two thou- 

L 2 fand 
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fand elepliarits, fell into the hands of the vidorious allies, who 
purfued the fugitives with great flaughter to the walls of Beejanug-' 
gur f from, whence, after receiving a valuable contribution from the 
late raja’s brother, they retreated, leaving him in pofleffion of the 
eovernment. . ... 


The imperial firmaun was . fent to Mohib AH, Abou Houffun’s 
governor of. Carnatic, who had been honoured with the title of 
Ufker Khan and munfub of feven thoufand, to prevent the people 
of the diftrids from difperfijig; and a force was ahb appointed for 
their defence from the prefence. Ifmaeel, Ajeet Naire, and other 
Dekkan officers, with the. zemindars, had plundered him, but dif- 
perfed on the. arrival of Mukkerum Khan with the royal troops. 
Bam Naick, governor of Sunker, dependant upon BeejaporCi hav- 
ing made his fubmiffions to the emperor, delivered up the place j 
which was new named Nuilerut Ghur. Raja Anoop Sing was 
honoured with the cominand, and the rank of five thoufand, but 
died, fiiortly after. Bam Naicfc. and his fon were promoted to the 
mk of thhutoij little, time , fled to Wakin. 

Kerah, 'meir native place,,. 

difturbanee^ T^ahummud Azim Shaw eoming from Goolffiuna- 
bad, paid'fiis compliments at court.' Shekh Nizam Hyderabadee 
fubmitting, was honoured with the title of Khan Zummaun and 
munfub of five thoufand. Meer Houfleinee, a principal officer of 
Abou Houfiun, being raifed to the rank of fix thouland and title of 
Ali. Merdan Khan, was appointed to the fojedaury of Kinjec, de- 
pendant on Hyderabad^ Carnatic j and more nobles were created 
than had ever been in ti|e reign of any former emperor. Ghazi 
ad Dien Khan was fent with a large army to befiege the fort of 
Adonee, .and Rapw Dffi|>ut:'’^h<?^;accona|dnied,him was promoted 
to the rank, of two, thoufand pae -hundred. . The khan upon his 
march took feveral forts belonging to Beejapore, and one of them, 
Heybut iCerrumaa, was named Ferofe Ghur. The fort of Kernole 
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was called Kummerhuggur. The prince Mahummud Azim Shaw 
was fent againft Muilakgaum, belonging to Beejapore, which *he 
took. 


Jeffwunt Sing Bondela dying, the zemindary of Oorcha was 
conferred on Bug want Sing, his fon, an infant of four years, with 
the title of raja. At this time an epidemical ague raged over all 
Dekkan, of which numbers died; as alfo a great fcarcity of grain. 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan having for fome time blocked up the fort of 
Adonee, Seedee Mufaood delivered it up ; and with his family 
going to the prefence, was honoured with the title of khan and 
munfub of feven thoufand. The emperor now moved from Hyder- 
abad by the way of Koolburga to Beejapore. Khan Zummaun was 
appointed to the fojedaury : of Kolapore, in the neighbourhood of 
Pernalleh. A pefrilence broke out in the camp of Beejapore, raging 
to a great pitch, and many of the ladies of the haram died; upon 
which the emperor moved to Bahadur^Gh^r^^^^^^^,_^ 

The fpies of Khan Zummaun brought him intelligence, that 
Sambah was encamped near the fort of Kalneh, belonging to him, 
about fifteen cofs from Pernalleh, in the paffes to Kokun, entirely 
off his guard, immerfed in debauchery and hard drinking. The 
khan marched immediately, and about daylight next morning fur- 
prized his camp. Sambah, intending to move, had fent bfr the 
greateft part of his attendants with his women on before him, and 
was waiting for KubkuUufs, his favourite, who was performing his 
devotions, when they were both taken priffners. Khan Zummaun 
immediately informed the emperor of his fuccefs, who beat the 
march of vidlory,. and dilpatched Eaticaud Khan with a confiderable 
army to befiege the fort of Rairee, which had been the capital of 
Sewajee and his fucccffor. ■ . : 


Ghazi 
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Ghazi ad Dien Khan after the furrender of the fort of Adonee, 
came to encamp near Beejapore, where he was afflicted with the 
plague j from which he recovered, but with the total lofs of eyefight. 
The prince Mahummud Azim Shaw was difpatched to Loluk- 
kowah, dependant on Joneer in Kokun, and the emperor moved 
to Tummerla, fourteen cofs from Porundeh, with the grand camp. 


The emperor moved to Bahadur Ghur, and Khan Zummaun 
having brought Sambah to court, orders were given to put wooden 
crowns upon the heads of him and his companions, and, mounting 
them upon camels, after the manner of criminals in Perfia, to con- 
du(3: them to the prefence. The emperor gave thanks to God for 
having thus put his enemy in his power, and raifed Khan Zummaun. 
to a higher rank, with the title of Fatteh Jung. Sambah had a red 
hot iron drawn before his eyes ; and fome days after was, with his 
Javourite Kubkullufs, put to death. The emperor marched from 
Bahadur Ghur to Buggoreh Gaum, fix cofs from Poonah on the 
banks of the Beemrah. 


blocked up Rairee, fo as to diftrefs the inhabitants greatly. Sewa- 
jee’s fecond fon, Rama, after the capture of Sambah, lied with 
fome principal chiefs to Seringapatam, and fyed Abdoolla Khan 
Bareah was ordered to purfue him ; but -Rama, near a fmall fort, 
crofled the river, then very high, with two of his followers, and 
got clear off. About eighty chiefs took flaelter in the fort, and fall- 
ing into the khan’s hands, he was ordered to keep them confined at 
Beejapore. Rama fiiut himfelf up in the fort of Jinjee. Wojeh ad 
Dien, the fon of Syed Lefhkar Khan, who commanded as his 
father’s deputy in Beejapore, not attending ftridtly to his prifoners, 
they made their efcape, by the connivance of his fervants, and 
rejoining their brethren, foon raifed difturbances.' A few, who in 
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leaping from the walls had broken their limbs, were retaken under 
the prifon, and fecured. 

Roh Oollah Khan, agreeably to the royal inftrudions, moved to 
Pernalleh, with an offer of terms to the inhabitants, but they would 
not deliver up the place } upon which he returned, and marched to 
punifh the Mharattas round Rhamutpore, and the fort of Sittarra, 
in the country on the banks of the Kiftnah, which is within the 
Beejapore boundaries. Orders were lent him to leave the army with 
Khan Zummaun, who had been dilpatched to command it, and 
return to the prefence. 

Eaticaud Khan having taken Rairee, and Saooh, the infant fon 
of Sambah, with his wives and thofe of Rama, was exalted by the 
title of Zoolfeccar IChan and the privilege of ufing the *maeh 
meratib, which he had taken belonging to Sambah. The infant 
Saooh was honoured with the title of ;raja| a:p^ 
Ruggelah-Bar.*lfo*ted*."fert&r‘'i^fidi^l^i*''’"''''A^^ this time prepara-' 
tions were made for fending off the heavy baggage to Aurangabad, 
and it was reported that the emperor would return to Agra or 
Dhelyj but new's arriving, that a Finder chief, named Eeluck, 
having collected together a numerous rabble, had taken Ferofe- 
nuggur, Roh Oollah Khan was detached to that quarter, and all 
thoughts of moving to Aurungabad were laid afide. The khan 
marched with all fpeed, and Raow Dulput, who was then kella- 
daar of Adonee, hearing of the difturbance, lent Hafiz Morad Khan, 
a principal officer of his own, with a confiderable force, who de- 
feated the rebels j but, as he had no neceffaries for a fiege, he 
encamped at a little diflance fi'om the fort, where he was joined 
with a reinforcement and fome cannon, under Summunder Khan, 
governor of Koolburga. Roh Oollah Khan commenced the fiege 
immediately on his arrival. . 

' Eaja, 

* A ftandard, on the point of -whicii is a gilt fillj. 





■ Raja Btigwuiit Sing Bondda..dymg»^ 

the family of rajas Shujan Sing or Iw 
npoh which the rannee Amir Koor, gn 
prince, placed in the raaje Oddut Sing, 
Mudhoker Saw, father to Raja Ber Sing 
of by the emperor, who conferred on b 
fuitable munfub. 


to, a great diftance. Upon his hying near 
feized by the fojedaur, and. put to death. 

Zoolfeccar Khan being arrived at 
from Jinjee, was attacked by a large army of the Mharattas, un 

IfmaeelMukh, Ajeet Naire, and other zemindars j and Aoug ne 

had but a fm4 compare^ to, the enemy s, yet relying on the 
imperiii aufpiks, he 'engaged, and giymg them a complete over- 

I’ :ihemy ;oh 

if i^si'he^hiip encamped, at; ; Kulkulla,;;;|ixtoeh- ools;. ^ftom ; , Kprec 

' Gaum, and difpatched Jumlat al Moolk to the affiftance of Zool- 
feccar Khan, vsrho was furrounded by the Mharattas near Jinjee. 
Several of the new Dekkaa amras had deferted from him to Rama, 
and the fcarcity of provifions in his camp was grown to the moft 
alarming pitch. Syed Le&kar Khan, upon this inteliigence, was 
ordered with treafurC jBrom the prefehce and a large fupply oi 
provifions to Jcin Jumlat al Moolk Affud Khan, upon whofe arrival 
the army experienced fome relief. Zoolfeccar having given th« 
charse of his camp to AHmerdan- Khan, fojedaur of Kinjec; 
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marched fixty cofs into the territories of Tritchinopoly and Tan- 
jore, from the zemindars of which he collected confiderable con- 
tributions, and then returned, after gaining feveral advantages over 
the Mharattas. 


Khan Jehaun Bahadur being called from Hindooftan, was gra- 
ciouily received by the emperor, with whom he interceded for the 
Mharatta chiefs, who had fent theiir vaqueels to him defiring his 
mediation, and to be allowed to make their fubmiffions ; upon 
which he was empowered to give them alTurances under his own 
feal, and fent his fon Himmut Khan Bahadur to bring Suntah Ghore- 
ra, Dhunnah Jaddo, and others, to the prefence, but they would not 
confent to this, being fearful of treachety. Himmut Khan returned 
without effecting any thing, much to the vexation of his father, 
who felt himfelf difgraced by being unable to fulfil his promife to 
the emperor. 


Ifmaeel Mukh, „ commander. ,pf the , Deickanees in Carnatic Hy- ; 
derafead, havin^^'m® to Zoolfeccar Khaii, whom , , 

he joined with his relations and followers, was at his requeit ho- 
noured with the rank of five thoufand and the title of khan, and 
proportionate rewards were beflowed on the reft. Ajeet Naire 
joined Rama in the fort of Jinjee. 

. . . ■ '■■■' ... . . ■ ■ ■ . ■ i- 

Raow Dulput having refigned the government of the fort of a.H.i,, 
Adonee, named by Aurungzebe, Imteauz Ghur, was fent with his A. D. i . ■ 
followers as far as Sbolapore to efcort the prince Bedar Bukht, eldeft 
fon of Azim Shaw, who was on his return from the fiege of Sinfin- 
nee, in the Jaut country, near Agra. Being arrived at Bhome, he 
heard that the Mharattas had blocked up the road, having plundered 
Maleegaum, and put many of the inhabitants and travellers to 
death i upon which he fecured his baggage in a fort, and marched g; 

in purfuit. Mamoor Khan, fon of Dilleer Khan, joined him on 
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the route, and they came up with the enemy near Tuljapore. The 
Mharattas were full twelve thoufand, and Dulput Roy’s force not 
more than eight hundred j but he had fome artillery, with which 
he made great daughter among the enemy, who fled on the fall 
of fome of their chiefs. A detachment from the prefence being 
font to watch them, Raow Dulput marched to Sholapore and met the 
prince, whom he conduded to the emperor. He was now ordered 
to efcort the Perfian ambaflador from the imperial camp to Aurung- 
abadj which having done, he returned, and was joined by a vail 
number of all ranks, who had been waiting at that city for an eicort 
to the grand army. Being arrived near Dewaree, intelligence was 
brought him, that a large body of the enemy was approaching with 
the hopes of plunder ■, upon which he left his convoy in a place of 
fecurity, and advancing with the troops, forced the enemy to en- 
gage, and gave them a total defeat, taking prifoner the chief, 
Lukko Sindia, with foveral other perfons of rank. A valuable 
plunder fell into his hands. For this fervice, the emperor was 
pleafod to reftore the five hundred to his munfub, which he had 
taken oiF on his refigning the kelladaree of Adonee. The Mharattas 
were now become To impreffed by his gallantry, tdiat they ever 
after fled on hearing of his approach. He was next commanded 
to efcort a fupply of treafure, arrived at Aurungabad from the 
inner provinces, which he fuccefsfully performed. This year the 
emperor ordered a magnificent palace to be ereded near Aurang- 
abad, on tlie banks of the great reforvoir. 

tio 6 . Raow Dulput having brought the treafure from Aurungabad, 

1694' notwithftanding the hourly intelligence of the fuperiority of the 
enemy, arrived fafely at Sholapore. Agreeably to the imperial 
orders, he gave a mufler of nine hundred excellent horfe above his 
compliment, whom he had called from his own jaghire to attend 
him i but though they did not meet with encouragement from his 
majefty, yet regddihg his own reputation on the frequent fervices 

' \ ■ ' npoa 


AURUNGZEBE’s OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 

upon which he was ordered, he chofe to be at the additional 
expenfe of maintaining them out of his private revenue. 

Beheramund Khan at Porundeh, hearing that the Mharattas 
had marched towards Toomree, left his baggage at the former 
place, and moved by forced marches to purfue them } but meeting 
with Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who was detached on this fervice, he 
returned to his camp. 

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhfli moving with a larg^^^ 
army, to befiege the fort of Wakin Kerah, was joined by Dulput 
Raow,. and on their arrival before the place, after a very fatiguing 
march in the height of the rains, the fiege was commenced. 
Skirmilhes happened with the enemy’s troops every day. . 

As the fiege of Jinjee had lingered to a great length, many of 
the Mharatta munfohdai^^^ a - vaft army was 

: ■advaheiif Jumlat al Moolk 
Was at Gurpah with a great force, orders were fent to the prince, 
to leave Roh Oollah Khan for the fiege of Wakin Kerah, to march 
himfelf with all fpeed to Gurpah, and to difpatch Raow Dulput 
with treafure and five thoufand horfe from thence to Jinjee to affift 
Zoolfeccar Khan. 

Roh Oollah Khan took command of the fiege, and the prince 
marched for Jinjee by Kernole to Gurpah. Between Kernole and 
Nudeall, where the road runs clofe under a range of mountains, 
were feen the inhabitants of them, a wild people, whofe language 
is not in the lead: underftood by the people of the villages below. 
Their common food is honey, the roots of trees, plants, and the 
flefh of animals caught in hunting. They are exceedingly black, 
with long hair on every part of their bodies, and on their heads 
wore caps made . of the leaves of trees. Each man had with him 

M 2 unbarbed 




s.| 
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unbarbed arrows and a bow for hunting. They moleft no one, 
and live in caverns, or under the Ihady branches of trees. The 
prince prefented fome of them with gold and filver, but they did 
not feem to put any value upon either, being quite unconcerned at 
receiving it. Upon the firing of a fhaall gun they darted up the 
mountains with a furprizing fwiftnefs, uncommon to man. 

On the prince’s arrival at Gurpah, AfTud Khan paid his refpedts, 
and joining him with his army, proceeded on to Suddom, which is 
fixty cofs from Jinjee. From this place Raow Dulput was dif- 
patched with treafure and a large fupply of provifions to Zoolfeccar 
Khan, Raow Gopal Sing Ghanderout, Malojee Goherree, Seedee 
Salim Khan, and other chiefs, accompanied him. The route lay 
through a foreft. which had been totally impervious, until it was a 


Thefe feven have a fuperiority above all the other holy places of 
refort. The environs of Kinjee cannot be lefs in extent than ten 
cofs. There are two temples, Seo Kinjee and Bifhen Kinjee, the 
walls round each of which are not lefs extenfive than the citadel of 
Beejapore, and within them are innumerable edifices, the coft of 
which cannot be afcertained by guefs. Within the town are many 
Iplendid temples, and without, round about it, a great variety. 
’The breadth of the town is trifling, being generally one fireet of 
fhops, behind which are the houfes and gardens of the inhabitants. 

^ , There 



Roh Ooliah Khan, who had returned to the imperial camp 
after being obliged to raife the fiege of Wakin Kerah, was taken 
dangeroufly ill ^ and feeing death, approach, fent this verfe ,to 
Aurungzebe : “ The broken-hearted in the night of abfence, his 
life haftening to the clofe : with what pangs mull he die who 

cannot 
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and were repulfed by Zoolfeccar Khan with Raow Dulput and other 
officers, who purfued them clofe to the gate with great daughter. The 
prince and Aflad Khan moved nearer to Zoolfeccar Khan, and fyed 
Lefhkar Khan took up their ground. The rains now fet in with 
great fury j grain again became exceedingly fcarce, and the conftant 
duties of the liege beyond meafure fatiguing to the troops. The 
enemy made a defper ate fally from the fort on the poll of Mahuna- 
mud Momin, and drove away his troops j but, by the timely fuc- 
cour of Dulput Raow, were again repulfed with great daughter. 

At the conclulion of the rains, Suntah, Dhunnah, and other chiefs, 
with fifteen thoufand horfe, advanced for the affillance of Rama to 
the relief of Jinjeej upon which, as there were not troops fufficient 
to keep up the blockade and at the fame time oppofe the enemy in 
; the field, it was refolved, before their arrival, to recall feveral of 

tlie detached polls to the main body. Orders were inllantly dif- 
; patched to -the different amras for this purpole, upon which lyed 

; Lelhkar Khan and Kake^ . Khan Joined^; immediately^ but Ifmaeel 

I Khan Mukh, who was on the other face of the fort, made fome 

I delay, and his followers were employed in colledting their baggage 

, when Dhunnah arrived. The khan upon this formed his people as 

p well as he could, and moved towards the camp, but was attacked on 

the march by Dhunnah’s army and a large body of the enemy from 
the fort, with whom he fullained a running fight to the poll of Kaker 
Khan, when night coming on the battle ceafed, but with the lofs of 
great part of his men killed and taken prifoners. In the morning, 
the khan, with his remaining followers, purfuing his route over a 
pafs, was himfelf wounded and taken prilbner, but releafed foon 
after, by the kindnefs of Ajeet Naire on account of former friend- 
•Ihip. , 

All communication between the prefence and this army having 
been long flopped, various idle reports of the emperor’s illnefs and 
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ZoolfeccarKliaii having joined his father, a council was held, 
in which it was argued, that if the prince’s plan ihould take efred, 
the emperor would be very juftly difpleafed, fo that it would be 
moft advifeable to prevent it by putting the prince under confine- 
ment; This being agreed upon, Afliid Khan, 2^oolfeccar Khan, 


even death prevailed. The prince, on account of the advance of 
the enemy from all quarters, thinking or feigning to believe fuch 
tales, confulted apart with hb own fervants, who imprudently gave 
him advice to make terms with the enemy, and, having confined 
Affud ad Dowlah and Zoolfeccar Khan, to aft independantly. Having 
agreed with Rama, the prince refolved to ^ 

ordered cut his foUowers and baggage for march , but Affud Isian 

being informed of this ralhmeafure, ^™totnow 

Zoolfeccar Khan, alfo a meflage to the pnnce, 
the caufe of his preparing his troops m the 
anfwer was fent back, that 

enemy’s mterfmg to make a hat the troops might 

plied, that the alarm was ^ j ^Jhs be pofted. as other 

retire to their tents^ and only the niiiai ^ _ I 

■ preparations only fervcd to fpread faife alarms, and difeearten 

army* 

The prince learning that Affud Khan was upon his guard, and 

had caUed together the imperial J^ther o^or! 

Ms troops, and defer the execution of his plan to anothei oppot 

tunity. Zoolfeccar Khan being informed by his fathei of the 
prince’s conduG, colleaed all his officers, and remained under arms 
tog the night. In the morning, after burfting as many of the 
cannon as could not be carried off from the batteries, he moved 
with all his troops to the grand camp. A body of the enemy from 
the fort, after much cautious reconnoitring, advanced to deftroy 
the works, while another attacked the line on its maich. 
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and other amras, pafEng by the audience tent, , and from thence 
upon their elephants within the netting, threw down the Ikreens 
of the dewan khaneh. The prince’s fervants were alarmed, and 
the attendants of the mahal fired fome mufquetry. 

The prince, difturbed at the intrufion, came running con- 
fufedly from the, fquare of the women’s apartments, when fome 
foot foldiers belonging to Jellall Khan feizing his hands, brought 
him without his {hoes before Jumlat al Moolk. Dulput Raow 
feeing him in this humiliating fituation, immediately rode up, and 
placed him upon his elephant, feating himfelf behind in the khow- 
aifeh. AiTud Khan now addrefTed the prince, telling him that the 
late rumours were falfe, as the emperor was in health} alfo, that 
he had adted in fuch a manner as would not only difgrace himfelf, 
but bring ihame upon his grey hairs. The enemy by their feints 
kept the camp in conllant alarm all this day. As it was not fafe to 
leave the prince in his own tents, AlTud lUian, brought him to his, 
and having perfofmed' the ciiifb>rfiai:y''G upon his alight- 

ing, ordered every thing neceifary for his accommodation. Syed 
Lefhkar Khan was appointed to guard him, and the attendants of 
the mahal were placed feparately. 

Intelligence arrived that Suntah was following Dhunnah, and 
had arrived at Cavereepauk, ten cofs from Kinjee, and that Alimer- 
dan lOian Fojedaur had marched to oppofe him, thinking himfelf 
fuperior. Suntah had a very large force} and, in the adlion, a 
numerous body of Ehela foot, which the khan had hired, deferted 
to the enemy, fo that he was obliged to fly, and atWmpted to 
regain the poll of Kinjee, but was taken prifoner witl: many of his 
officers, and all his elephants, camels, horfes, and baggage were 
plundered. 


Suntah 
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Suntak arrived fliortly after this at Jinjee, and the enemy 
amounted now to twenty thoufand horfe, befides the garrifon of the 
place. Of the imperial troops, great part were unavoidably em- 
ployed in guarding the prince and the charge of the baggage. The 
prince’s followers were difgufted, and would not ftir out of their 
lines, and Maun Sing Rhatoree, an ameer of two thoufand, with 
fbme others, feigning illnefs, ikulked with the baggage, Zool- 
feccar Khan, Dulput Raow, Serafrauz Khan, Fatteh Oollah Khan 
Tooranee, Raow Kanoo Mharatta, and fome other chiefs, with 
about two thoufand horfe, engaged the enemy and repeatedly de- 
feated them, fo that they could make no impreffion. 


The fcarclty of grain became now Ib great in the camp, as to 
be intolerable : upon which Zoolfeccar Khan with his brave jfriends 
marched to procure fupplies at the fort of Bindwaftnee, twelve cols 
from Jinjee, and arrived during the night. The Tooran Moguls, 
under cover of the dark, plundered the corn merchants, and proper 
order was loft by the impatience of the troops. In the morning, the 
khan collecting what was left, returned towards the camp. The 
enemy had collected at Deoee to oppofe him, and attacked on all 
quarters. Raow Dulput on the flank repeatedly repulfed them, 
affifted the front when hard prefled, and often took charge of the 
rear. This night was pafled near Jinjee, and in the morning the 
enemy in great force charged on all quarters, firing fo quickly, that 
the grain merchants were thrown into confufion. Their markfmen 
. aimed chiefly at the amras’ elephants, and many Ihot pafled over 
Raow Dulput, who alfo ufed his matchlock, and wounded fome of 
the enemy’s officers. The bullocks with grain now funk into the 
mud in croffing a fwamp of rice fields, and even the horfe could 
move but with llownefs and difficulty. The ammunition was - 
alfo nearly expended. At this juncture, moft of Raow Dulput’s 
cavalry moved to' tfie right, where was a found road, and thus 
became feparated from the infantry, lb that not above eighty horfe 

remained 
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remained round the raow’s elephant. The enemy feeing this, 
detached a party of their foot to an eminence near, who fired fo 
quick, that.matters became defperate. The raow had flopped to help 
the camels and bullocks out of the fwamp, and during this the reft 
of the troops had marched on. The raow, determined to fell his 
life dearly, flood firmly, and fhortly after was joined by Serafrauz 
Khan Dekkanee with five or fix tlioufand horfe, when he charged 
the enemy, and drove about twelve thoufand near half a mile } then 
halting till the bullocks were difengaged from the fwamp, he flowly 
followed the baggage. The firing now became lefs frequent, and 
being arrived at a brook, where fome fmall pieces of artillery were 
fwamped, the khan fixed to them flrong ropes, which having put 
round the elephants, they drew them out. The enemy were ap- 
palled at fuch gallantry, and went off towards jinjee. Zoolfeccar 
Khan arrived at the camp about nightfall, and fully reprefented to 
Affud Khan the raow’a behaviour, on which he conferred many 


praifes. 






The fupply now brought was but fmall, and the fcarcity foon 
became again diftreffing. Some of the followers ventured to the 
enemy’s camp with money, and were allowed to buy fufficient for a 
meal, which they ate on the fpot, but not to bring the fmallefl 
quantity away. The enemy from morning till night daily made 
attacks on tlie camp, in which was now neither provifions, money, 
nor hopes of any fpeedy fuccour, fo that affairs were reduced to 
the lafl pitch of diflrefs. At this alarming crifis, Rama, contrary 
to the advice of all his chiefs, propofed a truce, that the army 
fhould move to Bindwaflnee, when - he would prepare a proper 
offering for his majefly. Dulput Raow repeatedly advifed Afiiid 
Khan and Zoolfeccar Khan againfl compliance, obferving, that it 
could only be attended by difgrace, and offering to advance thirty' 
or forty thoufand rupees for the immediate ufe of the troops, it 
being fafer at all events to wait a few days longer, and expeifl 
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relief from the emperor, than make terms. On the other hand, 
all the foldiers, particularly the artillery, declared they would not 
remain another day, as they muft inevitably die of hunger; fo that 
Aflud Khan was reduced to comply with their clamours, and make 
a truce. 


' Aflud Khan with the prince moved at tw'eive o'clock the next 
day, but the horfes, camels, and other animals of the camp, were 
f® weakened by famine, that they could not. take away tlie baggage, 
great part of which was fet fire to, and much left on the ground. 
The Mharatta foldiers came into the camp freely, and feeing great 
quantities of valuable baggage lying about, promifed the owners 
that whatever they left behind fhould be fafely conveyed to them ; 
but about a thoufand of them jfbllowed the army on the march, and 
plundered the ftraggling followers- The exhaufted troops arrived 
in three days at Bindwaflnee, and grain was procured. News now 
arrived that Cafim Khan was advanced as far as Cavereepauk with 
large fupplies, and that Suntah had marched to attack him, but he 
took timely Ihelter in a fort with his convoy, Zoolfeccar Khan, 
leaving the prince in the fort of Bindwaftnee, marched to Cafim 
Khan’s affiftance, and brought the fupplies in fafety to his camp. 
The reports which had prevailed were now happily contradicted, 
and the troops infpired with new confidence. As feveral zemin- 
dars had attacked and plundered former convoys on the road, Zool- 
feccar Khan and Cafim Khan, laaving marched, colleded con- 
fiderable contributions from them. When the news of the fiege of 
Jinjee being railed reached him, the emperor was greatly dilpleafed, 
and ordered the prince and Aflud Khan to his prefence. Great 
favours were conferred on the former, but much coolnefs fhewn to 
the latter. This year a fortification was begun round Begumpore 
at Aurungabad, to protect it from the Mharattas. 


r 
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When Zoolfeccar Khan, upon raifing the liege of Jinjee, re- a. 
moved to Bindwaftnee, the enemy pofleffed themfelves of feveral A. 
fmall forts. He now marched to regain them, and ftorming the 
fort of Permacoil, put the garrifon to the fword. He after this 
alfo took many fortified temples, which abound through both the 
Carnatics, and were built in former ages by the rajas, before the 
Mahummedan conquefts. When he arrived near Tanjore, the 
zemindar of Tritchinopoly lent a confiderable ofiering, with requefts 
of affiftance to recover feveral places which the raja of Tanjore had 
taken from him. Zoolfeccar Khan complied with the requelf, and 
oDiiged the Tanjoree to reftore them. The raja of Tritchinopoly 
was an infant, and the power of the Hate veiled in his mother, a 
woman of great abilities, who condudled affairs with a mafculine 

courage. Here is a fumptuous temple, built by the rajas, on the 
banks of the Cayeree. 


H. II. 
D. It, 


Zoolfeccar Khan overran Tanjore, took much plunder and a 
very large contribution from' the r%*aj ' after which he demanded one 
from the zemindar of Palimcote, but he ufing many evafions, the 
khan befieged the place, which held out, the inhabitants making 
feveral bold fallies, for five days ; when Raow Dulput, with the 
lofs of fifty Raajepootes, got polfeffion of the town, and the polygars 
evacuated the fort by a wicket in the night, but they were intercept- 
ed and plundered by the troops. Zoolfeccar Khan, after the cap- 
ture of this poll, placed tannas in Annetwaul, and returned to the 
neighbourhood of Jinjee. Having doubts of the fidelity of AJeet 
Naire, he communicated them to the emperor, who ordered him 
to be put to death j which was done by llratagem, as he was too 
powerful to be pumllied openly. All his women burnt witli him. 
His cfFe£ts were plundered by the troops. 


AlTud Khan was now called to the prefence, and again rellored A.H. m' 
to the imperial favour. Zoolfeccar Khan having fent, under the A.D.165 ' 

' ' ' charge 
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charge of Syed Kubbeer, the contributions of the zemindars of 
Carnatic to the prefence, was diftinguiflied by promotion and other 
honours. The emperor with the royal family went to pafs the 
Ramazan at Beejapore, and left tlie charge of the grand camp to 
Aflud Khan. At this time, the wells in the city of Beejapore dried 
up entirely, and the inhabitants were obliged to bring water from 
a diftance. 


The prince Mahummud Mauzim, with his family, had long 
been confined clofely in the Ruggelah Bar, and fufFered greatly 
from his father’s difpleafure. Mahummud Azim Shaw was dan- 
geroufly indif]X)fed with a dropfy, and fome ill condudt of the prince 
Kaum Bukhfh had caufed him to be kept alfo in ftria confinement. 
At length the emperor, moved by their diftrefles and paternal af- 
fection, ordered the prince’s tents to be pitched without the Rug- 
geiah Bar, and permitted them more liberty. After this they were 
gradually refiored to their jaghires and commands. The prince 
Mahummud Mauzim was honoured with the title of Bahadur Shaw 
and government of Cabul. On taking leave, he was permitted to 
beat the nobut from the royal quarters. Several amras were alfo 
fent with him. The imperial camp moved to Birmahpore, called 
now Iflaumpore, twelve cofs from Sholapore, on the banks of the 
Beemrah river. 


Zoolfeccar Khan befieged the fort of Velore, and had reduced 
the place to great diftrefs, when Dhunnah and Suntah approached 
with a confiderable army to its relief. Dhunnali arrived firffc, and 
the khan having fent his baggage and women, under charge of 
Raow Dulput, to the fort of Arcot, eight cofs diftant, marched to 
oppofe the enemy j who then retired to Tirivaddee, . where they 
furrounded Saadutmund Khan Choree, the fojedaur, but the khan 
arriving fpeedily, gave Dhunnah a complete defeat, after which he. 
returned to recommence the fiege. 

Suntah 
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Suntah following Dhunnah, arrived in the Beejapore Carnatic, 
where Cafim Khan, the fojedaur, joined by Khanehzad Khan and 
Amaun Oollah Khan, prepared to oppofe him j but the zemindars 
joining Suntah, he was greatly fuperior to the royalifts. Cafim Khan 
fled to the fort of Dundoore, but there being fcarce any provifions in 
the place, many men, elephants, camels, horfes, and bullocks, began 
to die of hunger. Every hope of relief was cut off j and about a 
month had paffed in this diftreffed fituation, when a capitulation 
was unavoidably entered into. The effedts, which had efcaped the 
plunder in the field, were all given up to the enemy, and the troops 
came out in a moft wretched and famiftied fituation. Cafim Khan 
died during the blockade : the other amras, after recruiting them- 
felves and men at Adonee, moved to the prefence j but the emperor, 
being much difpleafed, would not admit them to an audience, and 
detached them to various places. Khanehzad Khan was appointed 
kelladaar of Mahummudabad Bieder ; Sufffliekun Khan fojedaur of 
Dhamounee^ Mahummud Moraud Khan fojedaur of Godereh in 
Guzaratj and Kam Chuftd, ibh of Radw Diiiput, kelladaar of 
Ghur Nummoona but he fled from thence to his father’s zemin- 
daree with intention of taking forcible poffefiion j upon which the 
emperor fent orders to the fojedaurs of that quarter, either to take 
him prifoner, or put him to death. 

Suntah after his vidory moved towards Jinjee i when Zoolfeccar 
Khan marching from Arcot gave him a total defeat near the fort of 
Arnee. Himmut Khan, fon of Khan Jehaun Bahadur, being fent 
to the aid of Khanehzad Khan, was killed by an arrow in an adion 
with the enemy, and foon after Khan Jehaun died in the imperial 
camp. Aurungzebe did him the honour of a vifit in his lafi: mo- 
ments. His fortune was confifcated to the treafury, but the amount 
did not anfwer expedations. He was a nobleman of true dignity j 
and, being the emperor’s fofter brother, thonght himfelf fuperior 
to all the other amras. He was expenfively magnificent in his equi- 
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pages, houfes, and attendants. He ufed great freedom of fpeech 
with Aurungzebe, who was often difpleafed with his repartees, 
particularly, when on alking his advice in the affairs of Dekkan, 
he talked in a free ftrain of cenfure on the imperial operations. 

This year was employed in purfuing the Mharattas, who plun- 
dered Dekkan in parties, as far as Ballaghaut. 

Zoolfeccar Khan, leaving his baggage at Arcot, marched to 
colled contributions, which he exaded from the zemindars of Tan- 
jore and other diftrids j but they did not fuffice to pay up the troops. 
He then moved near Jinjee, where inteftine divifions had happened 
among the Mharatta chiefs, which gave hopes of taking the place. 

Dhunnah, having difagreed with Suntah, reprefented to Rama, 
that this chief had ufurped dangerous power, from his large army, 
and had formed plans of treafon againft him. Upon this, Rama 
diipatched Amreet Raow, a chief of much reputation, with his 
own and Dhunnah’s troops, to attack Suntah, who defeated them. 
Rama and Dhunnah retreated to Jinjee, and Suntah returned to his 
own country* much difpleafed at their treatment) but he was 
killed in a forprize fhortly after, by the brother in law of Amreet 
Raow, who cut off his head, and fent it to the emperor. Dhunnah 
now acquired great power among the Mharattas, and formed a 
party with Ram Chund Pundit, Rama’s miniftet) but Perferam, 
another principal Pundit, favoured the caufe of Ranoo, Suntah’s fon, 
and his uncle Herjce Hindoo Raow. 

, At this time Rama entreated peace on certain conditons, and 
fent his fon Kerrun under care of Ram Chund Harrah to Zoolfeccar 
Khan, who forwarded his petition to court, and encamped during 
the rains at Bindwaftnee. The emperor would not Men to Rama’s 
offers of fuhmiffion, but ordered Zoolfeccar Khan to commence the 

fiege 
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liege of Jinjee j upon which Kerrun was fent back to his father. 
Zoolfeccar Khan was honoured by the title of Nuflerut Jung ; 
upon which he made a great feaft, and conferred rich prefents upon 
his officers and troops. 

Nuflerut Jung marched, and encamped before Jinjee, of which 
he began the fiege without delay. He himfelf chofe the poll: of 
Soulungwerum, Dulput Raow was Rationed before the gateway 
and on the back of the fort. Ram Chund Harrah between it and 
Chummar Tungafa, a redoubt which was taken by ftorm two days 
after by Daood Khan Punnee. Here was the wicket of Shitaun 
Dooee, and Nuflerut Jung might have taken the fort of Jinjee in 
an inftant if he had chofen to follow his blow by this paffage ; but, 
like many other generals, he wilhed to prolong the war. Indeed 
the total ruin of the Mharatta power might have been effected 
with eafe many years before, but the amras delayed on purpofe, and 
fecretly affifted each other to draw out the war to a never ending 
length, advantag» ^' that when the 

emperor Ihould have finally reduced Dekkan, he would carry his 
arms to Candahar and Bulkh, which expeditions were difagreeable 
to the nobility, who did not with to encounter the hardihips of the 
north. 


Rama being alarmed, left his family, and fled to Tanjore.^ 
Raow Dulput, who was ftationed r'’''r the gateway, carried his 
approaches to Kifhen Ghur, which joins to Jinjee, and was ad- 
vanced near the wall, when . Zoolfeccar Khan thought proper to 
recall him to his own poft, and Daood Khan was ftationed at 
Chuttun Ghur. A perfon having found out a path wlikh led 
through the woods into the fort, communicated his difcovery to 
Daood Khan, who went himfelf with fonae attendants to furvey it, 
and finding it paflable, the ftorm was immediately ordered. Raow 
Dulput with his followers foon gained the outer wall in ipite of 
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all oppofition j upon which the befieged fled towards the citadel, 
called Calicote, but the Raajepootes were too fwift for them, and 
put to death great numbers j alfo taking five elephants belonging 
to Rama. The furvivors took refuge in a building called Rauje- 
ghur. The wicket of Shitaun Dooee, which had been bricked up, 
was now opened, and Zoolfeccar Khan entered with his people. 

Daood Khan alfo entered at another part, and the inhabitants 
here alked for quarter, which was granted them, but an immenfe 
plunder fell to the victors. Rama’s family having barricadoed 
themfelves in Raujeghur, the ftrongeft part of Jinjee, entreated 
terms 5 upon which Zoolfeccar Khan came himfelf to the gate, 
and feet in by a ladder Ram Chund Harrah to give them afiurances 
of prqteftion and good treatment. Palanquins were fcnt for the 
women and children, who came out and were faved from violence ; 
but one of Rama’s wives, fearing difhonour, threw herfelf from the 
top of the wall, and was daihed to pieces on the rocks below. 
Zoolfeccar Khan remained in the fort to coUe<£t the plunder and 
pofl guards ; but the other aunras returned to their feveral ftations. 
About four tlbufiind women and children were taken, but very few 
fighting men. Jinjee is the general name for the wh^le of the for- 
tifications, though there are fix forts and a large town, extenlive 
tanks, groves of cocoanut trees, and gardens. The khan having given 
orders for the repair of the fort and an invefligation of the private 
paths, appointed Ghuzzunfir Klian kelladaar for the prefent, and 
came out with Rama’s women and children under his own pro- 
tedfcion, to the camp. 

1.1113. This year the imperial camp was overflowed by the rifing of the 
?. 1701. Beemrah, and great numbers of people drowned j but at length his 
majefly penned a devout prayer, which upon being thrown into the 
; water, it fell inftantly. The prince Bahadur Shaw was appointed 

to the government of Cabul, 
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Zoolfeccar Khan NulTerut Jung was called to the prefence A.H. 
fromArcot, The emperor marched in perfon againft the enemy, A. D. 
and after taking in three days the fort of Buflunt Gurrah, fat down 
before Sittarrah, a place of great ftrength. Bhaow Kifhna, a 
Mharatta chiefs with fifteen thoufand horfe, crofied the river Ner- 
budda, and after laying wafte Dhamounee and fome other diftrids, ■ 
retreated. This was the firfi: time that a Mharatta chief had ven- 
tured to extend their depredations acrofs the Nerbudda. Ranoo, 
Suntah’s fon, with Harjee Gorereh, commonly called Hindoo 
Raow, in conjundion had colleded great riches by their incurfions, 
and Rama, at the head of a vafi; body, alfo committed great excefles 
in the imperial foubah of Berar. • . 

Sultan Bedar Bukht was detached to punifh thefe banditti, alfo 
Zoolfeccar Khan j who, leaving his heavy baggage at Sholapore, 
met the prince near the town of Jarnate, and marched in purfuit of 
Rama, who and crofied 

the Beemrah utld his own country. I^hunnah with other chiefs 
marched for Birmahpore, where was the imperial baggage camp, 
and had the khan not followed by very quick marches, they would 
mofi: probably have plundered it. On the day of his approach they 
fled towards Sittarrah Ghur, and being arrived near the royal camp, 
attempted the plunder of the grand granaries j but Zoolfeccar Khan 
coming up, gave them a total defeat. The evening of the battle 
Beheramund Khan, meet bukhfhi, joined the khan, and requeiled 
that he would permit him to take the credit of the vidory, in order 
to give him reputation with the emperor. The khan confented j 
and accordingly the bukhfhi and his followers were honoured with 
the royal thanks and honorary drelTes. Some days after, Zoolfeccar 
Khan requefted an audience, and was gracioufly received by the 
emperor, who difpatched him with other araras to obferve the 
enemy, and prevent them from committing excefies on the baggage 
camp at Birmahpore. On his arrival, he learned that Ouzbuk 

O 2 Khan, 



Khan, with a large convoy of money and provifions, was arrived at 
Roigurrah, twelve cofs off, but had halted, not daring to advance 
through fear of the enemy, who ■ were on the watch for fo rich a 
prize. The khan upon this marched to join him j then leaving the 
baggage under his charge, purfued the enemy four and twenty cofs 
from the morning until nine o’clock at night, not giving them the 
fmalleft refpite or himfelf refrefhment. He then returned, and 
condudfcing the convoy in fafely to Birmahpore, halted feme time in 
that neishbourhood. 


Intelligence arrived that Rama dying of the fmall pox, was 
fucceeded by his fon Kerrun, who furvived him but a few days, 
and Was fucceeded by his fon Sewa, an infant of only two years, 
under the guardianfliip of Ram Chund Pundit, who took up his 
refidence with his charge in the fortrefs of Kalneh, and was unani- 
moufly obeyed by the other chiefs. Nufferut Jung purfued a body 
of the enemy by Sholapore, and croffed the Beemrah at Tuljapore, 
Into their country, 

Ruttun Sing, fon of Gopl Sing, who had been fent by his 
falher to manage his zemindafee, kept back the revenues to his own 
ufej upon which Gopal Sing complained to the emperor, who 
ordered Ruttun Sing to the prefence, but he would not obey. 
However after fome time he made his fubmiffions, through Mukh- 
tar Khan, the governor of Malwa, and embraced the Mahummedan 
faith ; which pleafing Aurungzebe, he conferred upon him his fa- 
ther’s territories. Gopal Sing being difgufted at tins, fled from the 
fultan Bedar Bukht’s camp, and endeavoured to recover his country 
by rebellion j hut, not fucceediflg, he fought a flieiter in the rana 
of Odipore’s dominions. The emperor at this time flliewed but 
little favour to his faithful and moft ufeful fubjeds the Raajepootes, 
which greatly cooled their ardour for his fcrvice. 


Zoolfeccar 
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Zoolfeccar, after croffing at Tuljapore, purfued the enemy 
wherever they fled, and had feveral fevere engagements, in all 
which he was vidorious. • Diflentions had happened between Dhun- 
nah add Ranoo j but they now faw it their interefl: to unite, and 
agreed to meet for a reconciliation, and to form a plan of operations, 
near Koolburga. The khan, having purfued Dhunnah to the neigh- 
bourhood of Tuidoorg, left his baggage at Sholapore, and rnarched 
towards the town of Moniliah, which was the place of conference 
fixed upon by the two chiefs, Dhunnah upon this ventured to en- 
gage, and was defeated. He after this met Ranoo, who brought a 
vafl: body to join him, at Firofeab0.d, eight cofs from Koolburga. 
Being reconciled, the two chiefs formed a regular camp, near the 
ruined fort of Firofeabad, on the banks of the Beemrah, Zoolfeccar 
Khan, though his Force was comparatively fmall with that of the 
enemy, which confifted of thirty five thoufand horfe, repeatedly de- 
feated them, and, at length, after a Ipace of eight months, they 
were rendered unaWe Jp k^eejpi,^i^e an4 feparating their forces, 
took flaelter '^in the ^'oods. After a continuance of feme months, 
Ranoo went towards Pernalleh, and Dhunnah towards Wakin Kerah. 
The khan, upon intelligence of this, leaving Birmahpore upon his 
right, marched, and encamped near the fort of Mujhunder, be- 
longing to the emperor. The rains now fet in, and the horfes, 
elephants, and camels had been fo haraffed by conftant marching 
as to be quite unferviceable. The khan had in this lafl: campaign, 
in marches, countermarches, and purfuits, moved above two thou- 
fand cofs, fo that the whole army was exceflively fatigued. Intel- 
ligence now arrived, that a body of the enemy committed depreda- 
tions between Birmahpore and the royal carapi upon which the 
emperor ordered the . khan to take poft where he thought proper 
between thefe two ftations, to keep open the communication. The 
khan adted accordingly, fhifting his ground, from place to place, .as 
he faw occafion, Daood Khan Punnee was detached from him to 

. ' ' ' , ,the 
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the fojedauij of Carnatic Hyderabad, fo that but a very 
remained. ■ 


The emperor was ftill engaged in befieging the fort of Sittarrah 
Ghur, which yet held out a^inft his arms with an obftinate bravery, 
and found means to procure daily fupplies by private roads. The 
befieged alfo made feveral fallies by night on the camp, but were 
always driven back with lofs. 


Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery, at length carried 
two mines under a baftion, which were fprung, and blew up about 
four hundred of the befieged who were Rationed upon the walls of 
the fortj but Terbeut Khan having negleded to give proper infor- 
mation to the troops in the batteries, about three thoufand of them, 
with feveral chiefs of note, were killed by the explofion : which 
misfortune brought upon him the royal difpleafure, and the refent- 
ment of the whole army, as every one had loft a relation or friend. 
The governor of the fort, finding it vain to ftand out longer, begged 
quarters and, at the interceffiop of fultan Bedar Bukht, was par- 
doned, and promoted to the rank of five thoufand. The emperor 
named this fort Azim Tarrah s and, after fettling a proper garrifon, 
moved to befiege Perlee, another ftrong fbrtrefs not far diftant. 
Fatteh OoUah Khan was commanded to condad the fiege, aM^ 
having found an opportunity of planting woGUen iaddere bn^^^^fi^ 
walls, about three hundred Moguls and others were killed in an 
unfuccefsful ftorm ; but the enemy foon after fubmitted on capitu- 
lation, which was granted by his majefty, at the intercefiion of the 
prince Mahummud Azim Shaw. This place was named by the 
emperor Norufs TaiTah. 

After this, the emperor marched, tliough in the height of the 
rains, which was fo diftreffing to the army, that even many noble- 
men were obliged to travel on foot. He halted for fome days at 
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Bhofegurrah, which was new named Iflaum Tarrah: the prince 
Azim Shaw was fent to Malwa, as the rana had fhewn figns of 
difaffedion by giving Ihelter to Gopal Sing Chanderaowt, and a 
rebellion in that quarter was expeded, more efpecially as Shujaut 
Khan, the governor of Ajmere, vvas lately dead, and a new one 
not yet appointed. Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who had been fent to 
corred the zemindar of Deogur, was recalled to the prefence, and 
the prince ordered to punifh hini on his march. Upon this account 
he halted fome time at Boorahanpore, and was then ordered to 
take upon him the government of Guzarat. 

Dulput Roy was honoured with the command of the advanced 
body of Zoolfeccar Khan’s army, in the room of Daood Khan Pun- 
nee j and though he had before kept up a force out of his own 
purfe, beyond his compliment, he on this occafion greatly encreafcd 
the number for his own reputation. 

The emperor nwved to enc^p Taf for the remain- 

der of the rains, which were fo violent, that tlie camp was over- 
flowed by the river, and a great number of people and cattle 
periflied. The waters rofe up to the gate of the royal mufic room, 
and danger was apprehended to the apartments of his majefty, who 
was at this time much indifpofed with a fore in the right foot, 
which refifted all the power of medicine, and was very painful. 

The prince Bedar Bukht was fent towards Mortizaabad for the 
flege of Pernalleh, and Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to attend him. 
He accordingly joined the prince at Moorje, where he halted fome 
time on account of the overflowing of the waters j but repeated in- 
ilrudlions coming from court to proceed, the prince at length moved 
by forced marches, and fat down before Pernalleh. Zoolfeccar 
Khan made an excurfion as far as the fort of Khalneh. The 

emperor 
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emperor moved from Khomflpore to Moorje, in order to give 
inftruaions and afiift the fiege. 


Dhunnah with a great' body of Mharattas having plundered m 
the neighbourhood of the imperial camp, Hummeed ad Dien Khan 
and Munaim Khan were detached againft him j but a great number 
of their followers being killed, they required reinforcements, and 
Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to their affiftance. The enemy fled 
immediately on hearing of his approach, and he purfued them as far 
as Jugoanee in Beejapore, when they made a hand, and were de- 
feated with great lofs. The next day a frelh body appeared, and 
Raow Dulput purfued them without halting for thirty cofs, with 
much flaughter. Zoolfeccar Khan after this moved back with fpeed 
to Pernalleh, left the enemy fhould attempt to difturb the fiege of 
that place. 

All the Mharatta chiefs after fome time united under Ram 
Chund Pundit, and moved to the neighbourhood of Pernalleh, 
where they plundered the camp followers and travellers without 
mercy. A npmber of grain merchants con^g vith provifions, the 
enemy furrounded them at Rollapore, only five cols from the camp i 
upon which the prince lent Serdaur Khan Dekkanee to their aflilb— 
ance ; but the enemy being in great force, he could only adt upon 
the defenfive, of which he fent notice to the prince, who imme- 
diately difpatched Nufferut Jung, Raow Dulput, and Ram Sing 
Plarrah to his relief. Raow Dulput arriving firft, his Raajepootes 
killed about four hundred of the enemy’s foot. Zoolfeccar Khan 
remained under arms the whole night, and in the morning the 
enemy, feeing no advantage , was to be gained, took to flight. The 
whole imperial army was much diftrelTed this year, by fatiguing 
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Ghazi ad Dien Khan being recalled from Deogur to the pre- a. H. i 
fence, was ordered to purfue Ranoo, who committed depredations A, D. i 
in the neighbourhood of Koolburgaj and alfo to punifh Ponapah 
Finder, the raow of Wakin Kerah. Ghazi ad Dien marched 
towards Koolburga, and the emperor to cany on the fiege of Per- 
nalieh with greater vigour. Mucklifs Khan, fecond buicilri, died, 
and Khanehzad Khan, fon of Roh Oollah Khan, being recalled 
from Hyderabad, was honoured with his father’s title and the office 
of grand Reward of the imperial houfehold. When the emperor 
arrived in the vicinity of Pernalleh, the prince with all his officers 
received the honour of an audience. Abou Houffun, the depofed 
king of Hyderabad, died at this time in his confinement in the for- 
trefs of Dowlutabad. Dhunnah and other Mharatta chiefs, ad- 
vanced to the grand baggage camp at Birmahpore, and the enemy 
even invaded Khandeflie and the province of Malwa. Zoolfeccar 
Khan purfued and defeated Dhunnah. . : , 

Jumlat al Mddik' M.iuS ’1^ to the prefence, and 

Ghazi ad Dien Khan entrufted with the charge of the baggage 
camp in his room. The fort of Pernalleh was at length taken, 
after which the emperor moved with- the grand camp, and cantoned 
in the vicinity of Kuttafon and Burrah Butchgaum. Beheramund 
Khan was fent to befiege the fort of Chundun Mundun, which t|ie 
enemy marched to relieve j but Zoolfeccar Khan advancing in the 
night, when it rained very hard, came upon their army by furprize, 
and defeated them. The emperor now, marched to befiege the fort 
of Khalneh, and was pleafed to exalt Aflltd Khan to the title of 
ameer al amra. ' 


Zoolfeccar Khan again defeated a great body of Mharattas 
in the neighbourhood of Porundeh, and at feveral other places. 
During this purfuit, he pafled through part of Berar, which was 
much laid wafte by the enemy j but they had fpared fome perguii- 
VoL. II. P , nahs. 
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nahs, the zemindars of which were regular in the payment of the 
choute. The landholders of Berar and Khandeflhe joined the 
enemy, to the number of fixty thoufand, and oppofed Zoolfeccar 
Khan, whofe force was but fmall, and Alimerdan Khan, the nazim 
of Berar, durft not move from Elichpore, the capital of the pro- 
vince, out of dread of the enemy j upon which the khan marched 
to within ten cofs of that city, and fummoned him to join; which 
at length he did, but every day begged to be difmifled. Zoolfeccar 
Khan, regarding the good of the imperial fervice, would not com- 
ply with his requeft. 

One day, the khan having made a tedious forced march, came 
to an eminence where he defigned to halt for the night ; but per- 
ceiving the enemy’s camp, Dulput Raow was difpatched to attack 
it with his advanced , corps, and the khan followed to fupport him 
with the whole army. The enemy were foon put to the route, and 
lied feventeen cofs without once looking behind them, fo great was 
the dread of the khan’s arms. He now permitted Alimerdan Khan 
to return to Elichpore, and was vifited by Khodabundeh Khan, 
Ton to the late ameer al amra Shaifteh Kto, but this nobleman 
would not move the fmalleft diftance with him out of his diftrids, 
fo that Zoolfeccar Khan was left with not more than three thoufand 
horfe. Notwithftanding, he Hill purfued the enemy, who amounted 
to about lixty thoufand, to the fort of Kolafs Ghur, in the Hyder- 
abad country. It is the cuftom of the Mharattas to prefs chiefly on 
the rear of an enemy, and they followed this mode on the prefent 
crifis, but were as often repulfed by the bravery of Ram Sing 
Harrah and Dulput Raow. 


Zoolfeccar having in the purfuit expended moft of his ammu- 
nition, found it adviieable to retire to Mahummudabad Bieder for 
frefh fupplies, which having procured, he again marched after the 
enemy, and gave them a complete defeat on the banks of the 

river 
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river Baumgunga j after which they feparated, and fled to the hills 
in different bodies. They foon again threatened Berar, but Zool* 
feccar Khan, by forced marches, advanced to the borders of that 
province, when they thought proper to retreat. At this time, from 
the river Nerbudda, through all Dekkan, Khandeflie, Berar, and 
Kokun, in every diftrid, the Mharattas fwarmed like ants or locufts. 
It may not be unneceflTary to mention the caufes of the encreafe of 
thefe plunderers,* who, though always defeated by the royal troops 
in the field, yet by their fudden inroads often laid whole diflxids 
wafte, before armies could arrive to punilh them. 

In the reign of Shaw Jehaun the government of provinces was 
lodged with amras of the firft rank, who kept a large force on foot, 
but were now held by new nobles, of inferior rank, poor, and 
rapacious, who negleded to maintain proper troops, and at the 
fame time opprefled the people. The zemindars would not obey 
fojedaurs without troops, and beca me rebellious, and retnifs in their 
payments.' the- fojedaurs cciuH not force them, they were glad 
to content themfelves with what they could get j and in order to 
lead a quiet life, entered into fecret agreements with them, and 
winked at their difobedience, which made them ftill more infolent. 

In the countries dependant on Hyderabad and Beejapore, which 
before their conqueft: maintained above two hundred thoufand horfe, 
there were not now fiationed above thirty four thoufand. The 
jaghiredars could not get pofleffion of their jaghires for want of 
troops j and if they did, their holding them for any time was fo 
uncertain, that they did not confider the eafe of the farmers, but 
opprefled them for money by every mode that avarice could devife, 
fo that they entered into combinations with the enemy. While the 
newly conquered countries were thus unfettled, the antient terri- 
tories of Dekkan w'ere not lefs troubled by the tyranny of governors, 
and the frequent changes of them and the jaghiredars, who were 

F 2 obliged 
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obliged not only to fupply their own neceffities, but furnifli large 
bribes to the civil officers about the court. It was reprefented to 
the emperor, that the zemindars were in confederacy with the 
enemy j upon which he ordered all their weapons of defence to be 
feized, and this left them, an eafy prey to invaders, whom at laft 
they Joined for felf-fecurity. 

Contributions were then collefted in lieu of regular revenues, 
and the parties fent every where to colled fupplies for the grand 
camp were guilty of every fort of excefs. Added to this, the col- 
ledors of the odious religious capitation, forced millions from the 
farmers, and accounted but for fmall fums with the royal treafury. 
Whenever the emperor appointed a jagliiredar, the Mharattas ap- 
pointed another to the fame diftricl, and both colleded as they 
found opportunity j fo that, in fad, every place had two mailers. 
The farmers, thus opprefled, left off cultivating more ground than 
would barely fubiiff them, and in their turns became plunderers. 
for want of employment. 

The emperor having taken moft of the Mharatta fortrelles, 
they vvere left without any refource but plunder, out of which they 
paid a fhare to their chief, the fon of Rama. Many of the powerful 
difaffeded zemindars joined them, fo that they amounted to above 
an hundi'ed thoufand horfe. The imperial amras, deprived of tlieir 
revenues .from the jaghires, had recourfe to falfe muffers, and did 
not keep up above half their compliments of meti j fo that detach- 
ments could not be fent every where to punilh the invaders, and 
the grand army was always employed in lieges, which left the 
Mharattas at liberty to plunder almofl: without moleftation, but 
particularly during the liege of Khalneh, their excefles were un- 
bounded. They Hopped every communication of fupply to the 
imperial camp, where numbers perilhed by; famine ; and their inlb-., 

‘ lence grew to fuch a pitch, that they once a week offered up mock 
'.'•’.■■.i-k;:'- ■ ■ ■ prayers 
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ers for the long life of Aurungzebe, whofe mode of making 
was fo • favourable to their invahons and depredations. Added 
lis, the imperial troops were tired out with a conftant campaign 
)Ove twenty years, and grew dilgufted and remils in their duty, 

Zoolfeccar Khan, during fix months, had nineteen adlions with 
enemv. and niirfiied them from olace to place, above three 
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He Mmfelf with the greateft difficulty efcaped alone into a village, 
from which he travelled in a common hackery to Chumarcondeh, 
where the fojedaur fupplied him with neceffary conveyance to the 
royal camp. Aurungzebe however received him graciouily, and 
conferred many favours upon him. The emperor after this marched 
to befiege the fort of Kundaneh, and Fatteh Oollah Khan was fent 
to condud the artillery from Khalneh. He was hard pufhed by the 
enemy near Rhamutpore, but Zoolfeccar Khan arrived in time to 
his afliftance, and it was refolved to puniffi Dhunnah effedlually. 
At this inhant intelligence arrived, that Cheen Koollich Khan, 
fojedaur of Carnatic Beejapore, was arrived on the banks of the 
Kiftnah, fixteen cofs from the city, and that a large body of Mha- 
rattas had marched with the hopes of plundering him, Zoolfeccar, 
upon this, moved by forced marches to fupport him, but upon Ms 
arrival at Beejapore he learned that Koollich Khan had fafely gained 
the fort of Mudkul, and Dhunnah, being difappointed, had gone 
towards the neighbourhood of Koolburga. Though Ghazi ad Dien. 
Khan was at the head of an army to punidi the enemy, he did not 
move to the affiftance of hb fon. Upon his arrival at Koolburga, 
Zoolfeccar Khan received orders to haften to the prefence. At this 
time the emperor was employed in the fiege of Kundaneh, where 
Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery, had ereded his batteries 
on the fame hill, that the Maharajah Jeffwunt Sing had formerly 
done. Zoolfeccar Khan being arrived in camp, was gracioufly 
received, and ordered to carry on approaches on the fide of Sewa- 
pore. Many days had not pafled, when intelligence arrived that a 
body of Mharattas, having croiled the Nerbudda, were committing 
depredations near Qojein, and that the Afghauns of Malwa had alfo. 
raifed a rebellion } upon which Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to 
march for the defence of that country. Raow Dulput was now 
promoted to the rank of three thoufand. Ghazi ad Dien Khan was 
appointed to the government of Berar, and to defend the country 
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of Telingana, when he fixed his cantonments clofe to the fort of 
Candahar. 


The emperor fiill lay before Kundaneh. Sultan Mahummud 
Bedar Bukht was appointed to the government of Aurangabad and 
Boorahanpore. The enemyi after plundering the environs of the 
laft mentioned city, croffed the Nerbudda, and deftroyed the town 
of Ghurkore. Though Raja Jey Sing and Rufium Khan Dekkanee 
were detafched againft them by the prince, yet no advantage was 
gained; upon which the royal orders were iffued, that the prince 
and Zoolfeccar Khan Ihould ad: in conjundion. 

The khan arriving near Ferdapore, the Mharattas quitted the 
fiege of that city, and made incurfions into Berar. The prince left 
Alimerdan Khan fi)r the defence of Boorahanpore, and Zoolfeccar 
Khan detached Rufium Khan Dekkanee for the protedion of Berar. 
Intelligen<je arrived, that the enemy under Dhunhah’s Ion had be- 
fieged Sultanpore-Nudderbar, upon which Zoolfeccar Khan marched 
to that quarter, where, on his arrival, he learned that they had 
gone to Buggellana. The khan purfued them, and arrived at 
Ambolah, where Ragnoo, a Mharatta chief in the fervice of Mo- 
attiber Khan, tannadaar of Kallean and fojedaur of Goollhunabad, 
maintained a body of robbers, and carried on an open traffick un- 
molefted with merchants, for the eiFeds- plundered by his people, 
but he found means to evade the khan’s, dilpleafure. 

Dhunnah’s fon now moved with intentions to infefi the environs 
of the ro}?’al camp, but Zoolfeccar Khan, by forced marches 
haftening to Netool, prevented . his putting his defign into execu- 
tion. The fort of Kundaneh was now given up by the governor to 
the emperor for a fum of money. The enemy foon after this plun- 
dering in the neighbourhood of the imperial camp, Zoolfeccar 
Khan as often repulfed them as they dared to approach. About this 
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time negotiations were carried on by fultan Kaum Bukhfli with the 
enemy for a peace, and Raja Saooh was releafed from the Ruggelala 
Bar, and entrufted to the care of the prince ; but the Mharattas, 
who now had acquired great ftrengtli, and plundered at plealure all 
the provinces of Dekkan, were fo infolent in their demands, that 
all thoughts of accommodation were foon again laid afide, and Raja 
Saooh remanded to his confinement. Zoolfeccar Khan was dif- 
patched into Khandefhe, where nearly forty thoufand Mharattas 
committed great depredations. 

The emperor, after the fall of Kundaneh, cantoned in the town 
nf Pnnnah : Snt. nwino- tn the olunders of the enemy, grain was fb 
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tliem. The prince Mahummud Bedar Bukht was alfo ordered to 
crofs the Nerbudda, and Zoolfeccar Khan to proteft Aurungabad 
and Boorahanpore, till his return. 

Negotiations towards the fettlement of a peace were ftill carried 
on, through the fultan Kaum Bukhfh, with Dhunnah Jadoo, who 
only entered into them to deceive and delay time. Neema Sindia, 
after croffing the Nerbudda, plundered the province of Malwa as 
far as Seronje. The forts of Raujeghur and Toorreah fell to the 
royal arms. 

Zoolfeccar Khan encamped on the banks of the Gung, and the 
prince Bedar Bukht marched towards Oojein, but cantoned for 
fome time near Boorahanpore. The emperor, after the fall of 
Raujeghur, moved towards the fort of Sumber Chumber j but, on 
account of the rains, halted within fourteen cols. Raow Dulput 
elcorted a large convoy, of fupplies as far as Ahmednuggur, in the 
way to the royal' camp. AH Nukkee, a grandfon to the PerHan 
emperor, being difgufted, fled to Surat, from whence he fent a 
petition to Aurungzebe, who invited him to court, and upon, his 
arrival conferred upon him the command of three thoufand horfe, 
and the title of Mirza Suffavee Khan. 

Zoolfeccar Khan detached Dulput Raow and Ram Sing Harrali 
in purfuit of the enemy, who had made incurfions to the vicinity of 
Beejapore and Beelbuttah. They followed them from thence into 
Khandelhe, where they completely defeated and obliged them to 
evacuate that province entirely, taking a great number of their 
horfes and arms j after which they returned to Aurangabad. ^ 

Neema Sindiah, who , had quarrelled with Dhunnah, feparated 
from him ; and croffing the Nerbudda, as before mentioned, plun- 
dered the province of Malwa as far as Seronje, at the iniligation of 
VoL. IL '^he 
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the rebel raja Sutterfal Boiidek j but they did not long agree to- 
gether. The imperial orders had been fent for the prince Bedar 
Buklit to purfue the invader, but he was delayed, and Ghazi ad 
Diea Khan Ferofe Jung, after puniihing the Mharattas in Berar, 
left his baggage at Boorahanpore, and moved by quick marclies to 
Seronje, from which the enemy fled before his arrivafo but the 
khan wrote to court that he had gained a vidoiy, which pleafed the 
emperor fo much that he immediately conferred upon him the title 
of Sippach Sallar, and many favours on ail his principal officers i 
but they were withdrawn on the truth being made known, and he 
returned to his government in Berar. Dulput Raow agreeably to 
the orders of Zoolfeccar Khan, condtidled the family of the prince 
to Boorahanpore, and then returned. Roll Ooilah Khan, grand 
fie ward of the imperial houfehold and treafurer of the privy purfe, 
fon to the deceafed nobleman of the fame name, died about this 
time. The emperor himfelf was taken veiy ill, but recovered in a 
fliort time. A great fcarcity of grain prevailed all through Dekkan, 
The imperial revenues, numerous elephants, and a vaft caravan, 
having ; arrived from Hinddoflean at Aurangabad, Raoiv Dulput 
and Ram Sing^Harrah efcorted them at two different times to 
Ahmednuggur and the imperial camp. Khodabundeh Khan, fon 
to the late ameer al amra, who “ was fojedaur of Carnatic Bee- 
japore, was called to the prefence, and diftinguifhed by the 
poft of grand fteward of the houfehold. Two caravans, one 
foon after another, coming from Hindooflan towards Aurungar. 
bad, were both greatly plundered by the Mharattas near the pafs 
of Ferdapore, fo that the army, by thefe difafters and the wafte 
of the jaghires by the enemy, were exceedingly diflrefled for all the 
neceflaries of life. 'The Mharattas, by their frequent fuccefsful 
plunders, became very rich and powerful. - A party even advanced 
clofe to the city of Hyderabad, with intentions to lay it wafte, 
Dhunnah, Kunnoot, and Hundoo. roamed at large in the Carnatic, 
: where Daood-Khan, an ameer of five thoufand, deputy of Zoolfeccar 
‘ Khan, 
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Khan, fought with them many battles. Though the emperor was 
in Dekkan, and above one hundred and feventy thoufand liorfe were 
paid for by him in the camp and the provinces, yet they did not 
iufHce. The powers of government became relax in every quarter. 
Aurungzebe moved from the cantonments of Ghur Ken-oofs to punifh 
Ponapah Finder, who had rebelled in the diftridts of Wakin Kerah, 
and entertained evil defigns upon Zuffirabad Bieder. The enemy 
made an attack on the imperial baggage near Bahadur Ghur, and 
acquired a great plunder, befides fetting fire to great quantities of 
valuable effedts. Their infolenciSS were greater thaia in the laft 
year, fo that the lands round all the capital cities were totally 
wafte, and lay uncultivated. Neema Sindia made an attempt to 
advance to Banaras, through the country of Nagpore, but the 
zemindars united, and prevented his defign. The Mharattas retook 
feveral fortrefles that had lately fubmitted to the royal arms, but par- 
ticularly the ilirong fort of Loeh Ghur, The prince Bedar Bukht 
had, agreeably to the imperial orders, gone to Oojein, fo that there 
did not remain a force at Boorahanpore to furnifti efcorts for the ’ 
caravans which came from Hindooftan j upon which Zoolfeccar 
Khan marched with his army to that city, and after puniihing a 
body of the enemy, who were on the watch for plunder, condudted 
the treafure and fupplies to Aurangabad. His force being but fmall, 
he was obliged to requeft a reinforcement for the defence of that 
city. Accordingly, Mogul Khan Tooranee was detached to join 
him for this purpofe, and Zoolfeccar Khan, leaving him there, 
marched with a large convoy of treafure and fupplies to the imperial 
camp. 


The emperor was ftill engaged againfl: the rebels of Wakin A.H. ri 
Kerah, but the roads all round were crowded with large bodies of A. D, 1 7 
the enemy i yet fuch was their dread of Zoolfeccar Khan, that, .'iM^ 

whenever he approached, they fled inftantly to the diflance of thirty ' 'Iffi ;;! 

or forty cofs ; and he efcorted his convoy in fafety to the royal 

caillp*, , 



cciiiip* The CEipcror enc^-niped about a cofs frooi the fort oi W akin 

iccrah, and ordered Cheen KoolUch Khan, Hummeed ad Dicn Khan, 
Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery and others, to condua the 
fie»e* They accordingly raifed two large mounds of earth near the 
gamway, which were immediately occupied by the troops of the 
fultan Mahummud Kaum Bukhfh. Cheen Koollich Khan attempt- 
ed, but in vain, to get polTeffion of a hill on another quarter of the 
fort, but was repeatedly repulfed by the enemy, who faiiied out in 
great numbers. Hummeed ad Dien Khan alfo was obliged to quit 
his llation, and with difficulty reghined the camp. Dhunnah, with 
other chiefs, having colleded about five thoufand horfe and five and 
twenty thoufand foot, infefted the neighbourhood. An entrench- 
ment was drawn all round the royal camp. The enemy made fuch 
powerful rallies from the fort, daily and nightly throwing rockets, 
that not a fingle perfon durft venture out of the camp. Detachments 
from it were repeatedly defeated, and the diflrefs for grain and 
forage became pinching to the laft degree. The caufe of thefe 
difgraces w^as, that the prefent race of amras, out of avarice, folly, 
and inexperience, negledted the veterans and -theh fons, and mounted 
as cavalry their own timid, flothfui, menials andTlaves, whofe 
fighting and running away became fynonymous terms. The deceit- 
ful Pinderrehs made propofals of peace, through the prince Kaum 
Bukhffiand Cheeri Koollich Khanj but, though the emperor re- 
peatedly difapproved of them, they ftill continued tlieir importunate 
felicitations, and indeed all the amras were alarmed at the enemy’s 
cncrcafing fuperiority. 

At this time, Zoolfeccar Khan was on his march with fupplies 
from Aurungabad. The emperor fent repeated orders to haften him 
and Daood Khan to the prefence j and, for the prefent, regarding 
the fears of the amras about his perfon,' feemingly liftened to the 
propofals of the enemy, and befiowed khelauts on Ponapah, with 

■ , an 
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an elephant, and gave feme jev^els to his mother. Mohtufhum, 
Khan was fent into the fort as kelladaar. Zoolfeccar Khan being 
arrived at the imperial camp, was gracioufly received by Aurangzebe, 
who ordered him immediately to march againft the Mharattas and 
Pinderrehs. The . khan, accordingly, with Raow Dulput, Ram, 
Sing Harrah, and other chiefs, moved to the fpot where the befieged 
had repulfed Hummeed ad Dien Khan, and reconnoitred it carefully. 
The enemy, confiding in the natural ftrength of the place and their 
numbers, made a great fliew of refiftance ; but the khan foon drove 
them away with a very great flaughter, upon which they fled for 
flielter to Tulwarreh, clofe under the hill near the gate of the fort. 
Zoolfeccar drove other bodies from feveral polls, killing great 
numbers of the .enemy, and lofing feveral of his own men, who 
gallantly purfued too near the ditch. Cheen Koollich Khan, who 
remained all the while an inadtive fpedlator, and who, if he had 
joined in the aflaults, might have been of great fervice, complained 
on his return that he was not affilled by Zoolfeccar Khan, and was 
believed by his majefty. ' ' The next day Zoolfeccar Khan went to fix 
on proper places for eredting batteries, and a body of horfe and foot 
came out to oppofe him, but were fbon repulfed by Dulput Raow, 


Ill iJi» .. . .-T^V,- 
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this did not prevent Zoolfeccar Khan, who was not to be diverted by 
their ftratagems, from carrying on vigorous hoftilities. He divided 
his army into two bodies, and . with one, in perfon, attacked the 
tov/n of Tulwarreh, clofe under the fort, which he carried, after a 
very bloody afiault. The enemy then took ftielter in the fort, and 
annoyed the troops with rockets and mufquetry from the walls, but 
to no purpofe ; fo that in the evening Ponapah, with the Mharatta 
chiefs, being quite diiheartehed, made their efcape by a private road 
behind the fort. Raow Dulput feeing that all firing from the walls 
had ceafed, and hearing no noife, ventured up to the fort, and 
finding it empty, fet the houfes on fire. Munfoor Khan was ordered 
to take pofieffion, and Zoolfeccar Khan fent to inform and con- 
gratulate the emperor. The fire continued burning. the whole night 
and the next day, when a magazine of powder blew up, and killed 
many people. An accident of the fame kind happened the next 
day alfo. The fort of Wakin Kerah is of no great ftrength, but 
requires a very large garrifon to defend it. 

Zoolfeccar Khan was not properly rewarded for this vidloiy, 
the praife of which was beftowed upon others, who had no fhare in 
it, yet had the addrefs to make the emperor reprove the khan for 
having let the enemy efcape unmolefted. The royal ear indeed had 
long been poffeffed by a few defigning men, who diverted him from 
attending to his moft ufeful fervants, which gave much difguft, and 
weakened the.aifedions of the army to the royal perfon. 


Zoolfeccar Khan was fent to punilh the zemindars about Kool- 
burga and Kbankernee, and to efcoit the imperial elephants and 
horfes to Aurungabad. Terbeut Khan was difpatched with an army 
to retake Kuiidaneh, about three cofs from which the emperor now 
eredled cantonments. Zoolfeccar Khan, after fettling the contribu- 
tions of Koolburga and other places, moved to Aurungabad, where 

he 
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he remained fome time, and difpatched Mogul Khan withtreafure 
and fupplies to the imperial camp. Intelligence arriving that Neema 
Sindia was plundering the pergunnah of Beitoo, five and twenty 
cofs from Aurungabad, though Zoolfeccaf Khan had fent great part 
of his troops to efcort treafure to the royal camp, he did not wait 
for their return, but moved by forced marches, and the enemy fled 
as he approached. He did not give over the purfuit, but followed 
them to their baggage camp, to defend which they made a ftand, 
and were completely defeated, with the lofs of feveral of their chiefs, 
and all their baggage and plunder fell into the hands of the vidofs, 
who returned in triumph to Aurungabad. This was that body of the 
enemy who had laid wafte the province of Malwa as far as Seronje. 

Zoolfeccar Khan was again fummoned to the imperial prefence, 
but being taken ill, was obliged to delay his march for fome time. 
Upon his recovery he obeyed, and had an audience of the emperor 
at Bahadur Ghur, who had moved .there to keep the Ramazan. 
Seyadiit Khan, who had gone out to hunt with a fmall party from 
the camp, was made prifoner by a body of the enemy. The em- 
peror at this time was taken dangeroufly ill ; upon which the prince 
Mahummud Azim Shaw was called with great hafte from Guzarat 
to the prefence. 

Zoolfeccar Khan with Terbeut Khan, meer atufli, was fen't 
with a confiderable army to retake Kundaneh and raja Saooh, 
Sambah’s fon, who had been confined long in the Ruggelah Bar, 
was delivered over to his cuftody. Roy Bhan Bholfela Mharatta, 
who had been raifed to the rank of fix thoufand, was alfo fent with 
him, in hopes that by his means the other chiefs might be prevailed 
upon to fubmit and conclude a peace. Zoolfeccar Khan entrufted 
the guard over Raja Saooh to lyed Ghuzunfir Khan. The emperor 
gave inftrudions, that as dillentions had now broken out among the 

Mharattas, 
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Mharattas, letters fhould be written from Raja Saooh to invite them 
to fubmit. This was done, but without effea. Ten thoufand were 
ftruck oflf from the rank of fultan Kaum Bukhfh, who bad been 
guilty of fome undutiful behaviour. 



Aurungzebe marched from Bahadur Ghur to Ahmednuggur, 
and on the route the enemy committed great infults on the line. 
Hummeed ad Dien Khan was ordered to repulfe them j but he com- 
mitted the charge to his officers, who were foon defeated, and 
many of them taken prifbners. The enemy then charged the bag- 
gage, and carried off a vaft plunder j but when the emperor s train 
came in light, they, as if ftruck with awe at the tremendous pomp 
of majefty, retired and looked on quietly at a diftance, which was 
at this period the greateft good fortune. The royal camp halted 
under the walls of Ahmednuggur. Gopal Raow Chanderaowt, 
being much diftreffed in his circumftances, deferted to the enemy. 

Dhunnah Jadoo, Neema Sindia, and Odooah Mulhar, with other 
Mharatta chiefs, furrounded the imperial camp at Ahmednuggur, 
but were bravely repulfed and obliged to fly by Khan Aulum, fon 
of Khan Zummaun. Zoolfeccar Khan reduced the fort of Kun- 
daneh, and the befieged capitulated through the mediation of Ram 
Sing Harrah, at whofe requeft they were allowed to depart in 
fafety. ' ’ 


There are above an hundred fine wells in this fort. MunfoOr Khan 
was appointed kelladaar, but proper ftores of provifions could not be 
Ipared for its fuppoit j and this was the cafe with all the forts which 
had been taken in Dekkan, where the long wars and continual depre- 
dations had rendered all the neceffaries of life exceedingly fcarce. 
The prince Mahummud Azim Shaw arrived from Guzarat at 
Ahmednuggur, and had an affedting meeting with the emperor. 

Ibrahim 
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Ibrahim fChan, fbn of the late Alimerdan Khan, was removed 
from the government of Cafhmire and appointed to that of Guzarat, 
of which the prince Bedar Bukht was ordered to take charge until 
his arrival, and punilh the rebel Anoomund, who, from being a 
feller of drams, had pradlifed robbing, and by his fuccefles raifed 
himfelf to the command of a large body of banditti, with whom he 
had joined the Mharattas. This rebel, on the departure of Azim 
Shaw, finding Guzarat unprotefted, had entered the province, 
where he defeated and took prifoner Nuzzer Ali Khan, the foje- 
daur of Brodrah, a very wealthy town, inhabited by capital mer- 
chants and bankers, whom he plundered of an immenfe booty, and 
made a fecure retreat with his prize. 

Great bodies of banditti plundered at difcretion about Aurungabad, 
and the zemindars of Multan and Tatta rebelled, but were quelled by 
fultan Moiz ad Dien, who on this occafion difplayed great gallantry 
and condud. Khan Aulum was feat toproteil the province of Malwa, 
and Nijabut Khan and Zoolfeccar Khan were both ordered to drive 
the enemy from Aurangabad. Zoolfeccar Khan fent his baggage into 
Ahmediiuggur, and moved by forced marches, but Upon his arrival 
near Payen Ghaut, he learned that the enemy had fled another way 
to the banks of the Gung. Ghazi ad jDien Khan had remained all 
this while inadtive, only ten cofs from the enemy’s camp. Zoolfeccar 
Khan flill purfued them without remiffion, and at laft they crofled 
the Beemrah into their own diftridsj upon which, finding the 
country clear and the rains fetting in, he returned to the imperial 
camp. His troops in this purfuit fuffered every hardfhip from want 
of provifions and exceffive fatigue. He next marched towards the 
fort ofMoorje, upon which Dhunnah crofled the Kifinah. Intel- 
ligence arrived, that Ponapah Pinderreh- and Hindoo Raow had 
poliefled themfelves of the fort of Bilcondah, belonging to Beeja- 
pore, and taken the kelladaar prifoner > alfo that the fort of Bufo 
VoL. II. R 
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flint Ghur had Men into their hands. Daood Khan recovered the 
former to the imperial poffeffion. Seyadut Khan procured his releak 
from the enemy for a large fum of money, but he was^ rendered 
blind of both eyes from the wounds he had received. Zooifeccar 
Khan encamped, on account of the rains, within twelve ^cofs of 
Moorje, but was fo diftrelTed for provifions that his cavalry became 

almoft unfit for fervice. 

When Shaw Jehaun fent the fultan Dara Shekkoh againft Can- 
dahar, he save the foldiery two years’ pay in advance, and fent 
two years of grain with the army. During his whole reign, the 
fingle war of the rana was the only one that gave trouble 
zebe’s reign had been a continued war, and now, even in 
camp at Ahmednuggur, notwithitanding the vicinity of the kiftna , 
fcarce any provifions could be obtained. 

Zoolfeccar Khan after the rains purfued Dhunnah, who fled to 
the Beejapore country, and the khan followed him to t le an -so 
the Kiftiah. The Pinderrehs took Velore, wbch ^ “ 

foon again retaken by Terbeuf Khan. Sultan Mahummud Akber 
died this year in Perfia. A great caravan, very nch, corning from 
Aurungabad was totally plundered, and every thing carried o y 
body of Mharattas, at only twelve cofs diftance from the impeiia 

camp* 

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhfh was promoted, honoured 

with prefents, and appointed to the foubadary of Beejapore 5 and at 
parting, the emperor, weeping, permitted him to beat the nobu 
from the gate of the palace. The twenty firft of the fame month, 
Zeehidge,^ the prince Mahummud Azim Shaw was difpatched 
towards Malwa. Rama’s widow, who had great power among 
the Mharattas, wifhed to confine Hindoo Raow, but he tookje- 
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fuge in the fort of Koorkul. Dhunnah plundered all his effeds, 
and clofely befieged him. j upon which he fent to beg alfidance of 
Zoolfeccar Khan, who croffed the Kiftnah, and, leaving his bag- 
gage in the fort of Sundeo, marched againft Dnannah, who fled 
upon his approach, when Hindoo Raow took Ihelter in his own 
country, and Zoolfeccar Khan then retreated. 

A few days after this the emperor was feized with his lafl: 
iUnefs, which encreafed every hour, and alarming reports prevailed; 
till on Friday, the twenty eighth of Zeekaud, in the fiftieth A. H 
year and fecond month of his reign, he left this vain life of toil, ^ 
for one of blifsful repofe. 




PART IV 


AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS. 


ERADUT KHAJ^, 





APOLOGY. 


A GREAT number of the Memoirs of Eradut Khan having 
been formerly printed otF in the year 1786, and fufficient re- 
maining on hand for the purpole, I hope my readers will ex- 
cufe their being bound up in the order of connexion and time. 
To my liberal friends, the regular numbering of pages will, I 
truft, be of lefs moment than the contents j the reprinting of 
which would have added very greatly to my expenfe, and 
but little to their accommodation j efpecially as Eradut Khan 
gives a much more fatisfadory account of tranfadions than any 
other writer of the fame period, whom I could have tranflated 
in his place. 


The following account of the author of the Memoirs is 
taken £rom the ‘Maffer al Amra, or Biography of Nobility, 
written by Sumfam ad Dowlah Shaw-nowauz Khan, prime 
minifter to Sullabut Jung, brother and predeceiTor in power to 
the prefent Nazim of Dekkan. 

Meer 

» Which I had not feen, till favoured with it lately by Mr. R, Johnfon, 
who, in his refidency with the nizain at Hyderabad, colledied many curious 
Perfian manufcripts relative to Dekkan, which he with great liberality has 
permitted me to make ufe of. 



* Afterwards entitled Keffaiut Khan, 



T O 


ERMIT me to dedicate this Tranflation to you, 
who fo amply patronized my attempts to make 
myfelf ufeful to my honourable employers, when in 
India. The diftindlion you were pleafed to confer upon 
me, by an appointment , in your family, and the favour 
of your friendihip, I fliall ever regard as honours of 
which I may reafonably boaft : and I truft a time will 
come, when far more important pages than mine will 
acquire merit with the nation, from being adorned with 
the name of. Hastings. 

I am, S i r, 

Your moft obedient 

And grateful humble fervant. 


LONDON} 

lathMay, 1786. 


JONATHAN SCOTT. 



'age 

29, line 20, for meffuage, read meffage. 

30, line 24 j for Raujepoet, read Raujpoot. 

51, line a, in the notes, for mizid, read muzjid, 

52, line 10, /er Bahadar, Bahadur. 

54, line 2j for Soubadacy, read Soubadary. 

83, in the notes, for Yemmum, Yemmun. 

85, line 8, «??(.■/ 22, /<?r Downan^ ^K</Dowran, Dowraua 




T H U S fay eth. tlie compiler of thefe records anti 
events, an hurnMe and finfnl^ ‘Moobaric 
: /»’Eradut:'Kbam;|l|^^ Ion of , the jQiel- 

^ Shekeft : 

When I had fiiiiilied the ^ Kulmaut Aleeaut, it entered my 
mind to draw up a coiicife relation of what events had 
happened to myfeif, while ! was com|3oliiig that work. 


* Aiiglicej, Blefled 'of God* 

The author’s title of nobility, fignifying The Faithful Lord* 

^ His poetical name, by which he chofe to fignify himfdf in his poems ; Angiicei^ 
Clear. Elaftern authors always ufc one. 

^ The Mufiiilniauns, when mentioning a deceafed perfon, never fay fuch a one who 
is dead, but fuch a one fiieltered in mercy, received in pardon, or fome fimllar expfef- 
fion. When mentioning a deceafed, prince, they fay the prince wdiofe feat is in F'aradife. 

.Anglice, 'The ferviceable. 

The broken hand, generally ufed in bufinefs. 

^ Angllce, Snblime Difeourfo. This workJ never -could obtain, -.though Lmade 
flridl: enquiry after it* 



OBIGIHAL PREFACE. 

i have obferved^ that delightful fcenes, and the fociety 
of friends, are not fa ftriking at the time of enjoyment, as 
afterwards,, when refledted in the mirror of recolledfion.. 
On this account, I write down' moft pafling occurrences ; 
and whenever I peruie them, or ruminate upon them, a- 
particiilar feeling, a iurprifing pleafure and aftonifliing 
estafy,. prevail in my miisd. My writings alfb ferve as a 
memorial to my friends. 


During the fiiort period of my age, which has this day 
arrived at the •fixty-fourth year, and. the 1126* of the holy 
Hijhera, fuch wonders of time, fuch adonifbing, marks of 
the power of the Creator of night and day in the vidffi- 
tjudes of worldly affairs,, the deftruaioii of empires, the 
deaths of many princes, the ruin of ancient houfes and 
noble families, the faff of worthy men, and rife of the 
unworthy, have been beheld, by me, as- have not been 
mentioned by hiffory to have occurred j in fuch. number 
or fucceffion,, in a thoufand years.. 


As, on account of my office, and being engaged in 
thefe tranfadions, I have obtained a perfed knowlfedge of 
the fources of moft events-, and- what, to others, even in- 
formation of muft be difficult, was planned and executed 
in my %ht J; and- as I was a ffiarer, as well as fpedator, 



OR'I'G'INAL PREFACE-.. - 

of all the dangers and troubles, I have therefore r 
them. - 

My intention, however, not being to compile a hiftory 
of kings,, or a. flowery work,, but only to relate fuch events 
as happened, within ray own knowledge, I have therefore, 
preferably to a.difplay of learning in lofty phrafes and 
pompous metaphors, , chofen a plain .ftyle, fuch as a friend, 
writing to a friend,, would ufe for the purpofe of in 
mation. Indeed, if propriety is confulted, loftinefs of 
ftyle is unfit for plain truth, which, .pure iii itfelf, requires 
only a, fimple delineation. I. hope, therefore, that 
readers will, not loofen the reins of impartiality from tl 
hands,, nor caflcmy m “ 



I T will be neceflary to remember, that Anrungzebe is 
the fame perfon with Auiumgeer. He took the latter 
title bn.' his acceffion to the throne, agreeable to the cuftora 
of the eafLeni princes, who always aflfume a new one on 
that occafioii. 


It is hoped that the ntimber of notes will not prove 
tedious, nor perplex the reader’s attention. Some, per- 
haps, may appear trivial to thofe v/hofe local knowledge 
renders fuch affiftance, to them, iinneceffary ; but, as 
their number is comparatively very fmall with thofe who 
require it, the traiiflator requefts the indulgence of the fe-w, 
. ki compliment to the manv. 


I SHALL begin my riai'ration from tbe time of my removal from 
the command of the fortrefs of ‘ Imteeaus Gur. For the 
duties of that ofHce I had entertained numerous followers, a 
tenth of a tenth of whom, the fuddennefs of my recall rendered me 
incapable of paying ; but, as my life was yet to remain, I made 
my efcape from among them in the beft manner I could, with 
my family. ^ 

On account of my diftrefled circumftancesj and the great diftance 
of my late command from the Imperial camp, in order that I 

^ • An important fortrefs in Dekkan, or the foathern part cf Hindoftan. It is called 
Oodneh by the Hindoos, and is now in poiTeiEon of the Mharattas, who retook it foon 
after the death of the Emperor Aulumgeer, 

* T o be obliged to fly from their own troops, is frequently the cafe with the nobles, 
of Hindoftan, on recall from office, or other emergency, as they generally keep up 
more than they can pay with regularity. 

B . ' might 





MEMOIRS OF THE 

iviglit take fonic repofe, liis majefty had conferred upon me the 
government of ‘Ahlfunabad Koolburgah, where I remained one 
month j and then, leaving my deareft fon, ^Huddaiut Oolla, as 
niy deputy in that ftation, I proceeded with a few followers to the 
^ Stirrup. I had the honour of an audience in "Pargur, while his 
maiefty was engaged in the rcdudtioii of ® Kundaneh. He fhewed 
me much favour, nor had any change taken place in his efteem 
and regard towards me. I was ftationed, durmg the fiep, four 
cofs diftant from the camp, on the only road of communication then 
left, as I had been fuccefsfully employed on the like fervke, fince 
the commencement of tlie reduction of Dekkan, at ® Beejapore, 

^ Hyderabad, and other places. Though the enemy now was very 
numerous, and plundered even to tlie Ikirts of the camp, yet, by 
the divine affiftance, I maintained my poft with a very trifling force. 
For this fervice, I was honoured with much applaufe by his ma- 
jefty, and my reputation with the public became high. Additional 
rank v/as alfo conferred, as a reward, on my deareft fon, and other 
relations, at Koolburgah. 

* A city, formerly the capital of the Bhamenee fovereigns of Dekkan, Feriflita’s 
Hiftory of whom, and the fucceeding Dynafties, has been tranflated, and will one day 
be, offered to the public, fhould their approbation await this attempt. It is now of 
little note, and in pofleffion of the Nizam. 

* Anglice, diredtedbyGod. 

^ Meaning the emperor’s perfon, when travelling. 

^ A fortrefs in Dekkin» 

^ Another in ditto, 

® Once the capital of the Adil Shawee Sultans of Dekkan^ and celebrated for its 

magnificence. It was reduced by Aulumgeer, with all the dependencies, except what 
the famous Mharatta chief, Sewajee, who was a rebellious vaffal of this monarchy, 
had wrefted from it. It is now ruined, and in poffeffion of the Mharattas., Europeans 
have generally written it Vifiapour, but the Muffulmauns as above. 

7 This city was the capital of Golconda and Koottub Shawee fultans, the laft of 
whom was taken prifoner by Aulumgeer, and his kingdom reduced. It is now one 
of the capitals of the Nizam, who is however obliged to fhare the revenues with the 

' . , Mharattas, _ ■ After 


s 



MOGUL EMPIRE. 

After the reduftion of ’ Kuiidaneli and * Raujegur, the emperor 
moved to another quarter. He had defired feveral of the principal 
nobility to accept the command of the latter, as it was of import- 
ance, and but newly conquered 5 but it being a poft only of diffi- 
culty, they had all requefted to be excufed. One evening therefore 
he fent for me, and my fon ’ Moraud Khan, and when I had 
entered the prefence, faid, I wifli to fend thee to Raujegur, art 
“ thou willing to go ? ” I replied, that his flave was ready } upon 
which he gave me part of the coffee before him, and ordered that, 
having drank it in the Aubdar Khauneh, I ftiould come back, and 
receive my difmiffion. When I returned to the prefence, his 
majefty gave me his bleffing, two hundred mhors, and one coin 
weighing one hundred * mhors, with two horfes to me and my fon, 
and five for my bretheren. Two hundred bullock loads of grain 
were alfo ordered with me 5 and the following day, after morning 
prayer, I departed. At taking leave, his majefty promifed that I 
ftiould be relieved before the rainy feafon, then about two months 
diftant. 

By the aufpices of the divine bleffing, I arrived in fafety at my 
ftation in eight days, and remained there forty j during which, from 
the folitude and romantic fituation of the place, my leifure paffed 
in pleafingly enthufiaftic contemplation. ^ Munfoor Khan was 

then 


* A fortrefs In Dekkan. 

* Another in ditto. 

^ Anglice, objeft of defire» 

^ The place in which water, flierbets, &c. are cooled in ice or faltpetre. 

® Golden coins, of this and greater weight, were often given as marks of favour. 
Silver coins, of fev'eral hundred rupees value, were alfo in ufe | and there is one of 
them now in the Britifli Mufeum, of which the ingenious Mr. Richardfon has given a 
very full defeription, in his very learned work, the Perfian and Arabic Dictionary.' 

® Victorious. It is, perhaps, not yet quite unnccellary to mention, that every 
proper name or title of perfons, in the Perfian, and frequently in the Hindoo language, 

B la ’ ♦ ‘ I’s* 



then fent to relieve me, and his majefty wrote with his own ham! 
on the firmaun of recall,, that, agreeably to his promife, he com- 
manded me to the prefence ; to which were added many gracious 
affurances of favour. I left Raujegur with the fame force I had 
come 5 but as it was a great diftance from the camp, and parties of 
the enemy were hovering abroad, at fcvei'al places I was much 
prehed. On my arrival at the prefence, I was received with great 
favour. 

Being now again in the fame fituation as when I quitted 
Imteeauz Gur, (for my jagheer had been ruined by various de- 
predations,) I was much diftrefied in my affairs, when his 
majefty, who was informed of every thing public and private, 
fent ‘ Ameer Khan to me with a meffage, importing, that, as 
diftrefs had invaded my affairs, I had better feek a little repofe 
in fome fettled office, and that he would confer upon me the 
® Kelladaree and ^ Fojedaree of ^ Mandou, then held by * Nowazufh. 
Khan, who, though an ameer of three thoufand, was unequal to 
the poft. 

My attachment and regard to his majefty were fo great, that, 
obferving his life verging to the clofe, I did not wifh to quit the 

is an epithet defcriptive of fome quality in them on whom it is conferred, or the donor 
fuppofes them to poffefs : but, of late years, titles of honour are become fo common, 
as to iofe their refpefl: ; and there are many viflorious lords of Hindoftan, who never 
faw a battle, or drew a fword againft an enemy, 

* Noble* 

^ Command of a garrifon. 

® Military authority in a diftriS:, under which are the criminal courts of juftice. ' 
very extenfive fortrefs in the province of Malwa, of which it was the capital 
tinder the Patau fovereigns. It is now much decayed, and in poffeiSon of the Mha- 
,i'attas. 

,v:J' Poffeiijrig affability* 

, prefence, 



prefence, fearful of never beholding him more, and therefore 
declined the offer j but, when my fon and the women of my family 
heard of the refufal, they became inimerfed in grief, for the Soubah 
of Malwa was to them dear as their native place. The difappoint- 
ment of my fon was fuch, that he privately refolved to give up the 
fervice, and leave me j and my whole family were heartlefs and in 
defpair. At length, overcome by their fituatioii, and indeed they 
had juftice on their fide, I, in fpite of my own grief, faid to my 
fon, “ The power is in thy hands ; I refign myfelf as a ranfom for 
“ thy happinefs.” The foul of my life went* the fame evening to 
Ameer Khan, and informed him of my acceptance of this office. 
As that minifter was pleafed with my confenting on many account|, 
he reprefented it to the emperor the fame night, when the affair 
was fettled. Alas ! how can I exprefs what paffed within my own 
breafl f The following morning, at the ’ aliembly of juftice, his 
majefty beftowed upon me a horfe and * khelaut, and the fame upon 
my fon and grandfon. v It was allb allowed me, at my particular 
requeft, to come daily to pay my refpefts at the prefence, till the 
grants of my new office could he prepared ; and though my pofts 
of * Meet Tozuk and. Darogah of the Dekkan cavalry were given 
to others, yet, from his majefty’s gracious favor, I was permitted 
to exercife the duties of them till I left the camp. 


It was a cuftom of the Mogul emperors to fit daily once^ for the purpofe o£“ 
hearing and. redreiEng the complaints of the people, and often twice 5 but this noblc' 
wfage was difcontinued by the fucceffors of Aulumgeer,. which tended greatly to lofe: 
them the refpedl of their fubjedis. 

An honorary drefs given always to perfons entering into office, and frequently by. 
a fuperior to an inferior, as a mark of cfteem. It is varied, in richnefs of materials^, 
and number of garments, according to the rank of the receiver* 

® A marlbalj whofe bufinefs it is topreferve order in a proceffion, or. line of xnarclij^ 
and to. report abfentees, 

^ Superintendaatj who examines the nrumher of mm and to check, falfc: 



MEMOIRS OF THE 

On tlie evening before my departure, the emperor opening the 
jv-indow of his fleeping apartment, called me to him, and faid, 
Abfence now takes place between us, and our meeting again is 
“ uncertain. Forgive, then, whatever willingly, or unwillingly, 

I may have done againft thee, and pronounce the words, I 
“ forgive ! three times, with fmceiity of heart. ^ As thou haft 
“ ferved me long, I alfo forgive thee whatever knowingly, or other- 
“ wife, thou mayeft have done againft me.” Upon hearing thefe 
espreSions, my fobs became like a knot in my throat, fo that I 
had not power to fpehk. At laft, after his majefty had repeatedly 
preffed me, I made ftiift to pronounce the words, I forgive / three 
times, interrupted by heavy fobs. He fhed many tears, repeate 
the words, and, after bleffing me, ordered me to retiie. Soiiow 
lay fo heavy upon my mind, that, upon my arrival at ’ Aurunga- 
bad, I was feized with a violent ilinefs ; but, as my borrowed life 
was not yet required, the foul and body did not feparate. Until 
my arrival at Mandou, I was unable to move, without help, from 
my bed to my feat. My fon remained in the fort with me only 
one night, and then departed for his command at ^ Koterree 
Perrayeh. I remained one year immerfed in the fame grief and 




MOGUL EMPIRE. 

a fhort time, fuch a friendfliip grew between us, that a greater 
between a prince and fubjcdl cannot be conceived. He would not 
be an inftant without me ; he would not eat of any thing, but hs 
fent me part of it : he did nothing of importance without afking 
my advice, and confidered my opinion as religioufly decifive. In. 
fliort, the particulars of his favour are beyond relation 5 but, on 
this account, I became envied by all his dependants. 

Soon after this, the illuftrious prince Mahummud ‘ Azim Shaw, 
coming from Guzarat to viht the emperor, paffed through Malwa, 
on his route to ® Ahmednuggur. From the favour he had beheld 
me in with his father, my attention to himfelf, and the unbounded 
praifes of his fon Bedar Bukht, he behaved to me in iuch a gracious 
manner, as to relate would occafion prolixity. When he had gone 
through Malwa, the government of Guzarat was conferred on 
Bedar Bukht, who departed for that province, and took me with 
him as far as the frontiers, beyond which I dared not pafs without 
leave fi’om the emperor. How fhall I exprefs his manner of part- 
ing ? He made me promife to write him weekly, and faid, that he 
would favour me as often with letters under his own hand;, in- 
cluding every important occurrence, in order to have the benefit of 
my advice- for his. condudt. This, fort of correfpondence was kept 
up between us regularly, till the life of his majefty fliadow ^ of A.H. 
God arrived at an end. I mull now relate fome par'dciilars of peb'. 
that important event.d 

The 


21ft. 

I*'-’'' 


Sigiiifying great king. He was the third by birth, but fecond furvivhig fon of 
Auliimgeer. 

A confidcrabie city of Dekkan,, once the capital of the Nizam Shawee fultans^. 
leduced to the Mogul yoke under Shaw Jehaun, but now under the Mharattas,. 

2 An epithet common to majefty, with all the orientals. 

It. may not be amifs to infert here two' letters written by Aulumgeer to his fon%. 
Azim Shaw and Kaum Buk&g a .few days before his deaths. ■ : ,;V'- ■ 



The emperor, a few days before his death, with a ftiiditefs of 
command feldom to be enforced by monarchs at fuch a feafoii, 

dlfpatched 


To Shaw Azim Shaw. 

HEALTH to thee ! My heart is near thee. Old age is arrived : weaknefs fuklues 

and ftrength has forfakea all my members* I came a Granger into this worlds, 
and a ftranger I depart* I know nothing of niyfelf^ what I am, and for what I am 
deftined. The inftant which paffed in power, hath left only forrow Lehiiid it. 1 have 
not been the guardian and protedor of the empire. ^My valuable time has been paffed 
vainly. I bad a patron in my own dwelling, (conic icnce,) but his glorious light was unfeen 
by my dim fight. Life is not lafting; there is no veflige of departed breath, and all hopes 
from futurity are ioft# The fever has left me, but nothing of me remains but fian and 
bone. My fo% (Kaum Bukih,) though gone 'towards Eeejapore, is ffiil near ; and 
thou, myfon, art yet nearer. The worthy of efteem, Shaw Aulum, is far diftant; 
and my grandfon, (Azeem Oofcaun,) by the orders of God, is arrived near Hindoftan. 
The camp and followers, helplefs and alarmed, arc, like my felf, full of afiliclicn, rel- 
iefs as the quicklilver. Separated from their lord, they know not if they have a mailer 
or not. 

; ■ I brought nothing into this world, and, except the Infirmities of man, carry nothing' 
out. I have U' dread for my falvation, and with what torments I may be pumfhed.^; 
'Though I have ftrong reliance on the mercies and bounty of God, yet, regarding my 
afilions, feat will not quit me;, but, .when J am gone, rcfledlion will not remain. 
Come then what may, I have launched my veflel to the-' waves. Though Providence 
■will protect the camp, yet, regarding appearances, the endeavours of my fons are ia- 
difpcnfably incumbent. Give my laft prayers to my grandfon, (Bcdar Bukht,) whom 
I cannot fee, but the defire affedls me. The Begum (his daughter) appears aiHidled ; 
but God is the only judge of hearts. The foolifli thoughts of women produce nothing 
but difappointment. Farewell ! farewell ! farewell ! 

T$ the Prime Kaum Buksh. 

MY fon, neareft to my heart. Though in the height of my power, and by God's 
permifiion, I gave you advice, and took with you the greatefi: pains, yet, as it was 
not the divine will, you did not attend with the ears of compliance. Now.I depart a 
ftranger, and lament my own infignificance, what does it profit me ? I carry with 
me the fruits of my fins and imperfedbions. Surprizing Providence ! I came here 
alone, and alone I depart. The leader of this caravan hath deferted me. The fever, 
which troubled me for twelve days, has left me. Wherever I look, I fee nothing but 
the Divinity. My fears for the camp and followers are great ; but, alas ! I know not 
'■ inyfclf. My back is bent with weaknefs, and my feet have loft the powers of motion. 

7 ■ ^ The 
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difpatclied the prince Azira Shaw towards Malwa, and Kanm Biikfli 
to his government of Beejapore. His reafon for this proceeding 
was, that no feuds might arife upon his death, in an enemy’s 
country, between his fons, to endanger the repofe of his fubjeas. 
Had the two princes remained together in the camp, fuch would 
have been the cafe, as occurred afterwards on the death of Shaw 
Auliim, whofe four fons were together in the camp, when, though 
not in an enemy’s countiy, the families, fortunes and honour of a 
world became plunged in the depth of ruin. 

Azim Shaw, though knowing the dangerous illnefs of his father, 
dared not difobey the orders of mai'ch. He departed from the 
camp, but his motions were flow and cautious ; nor did the em- 
peror prefs him to expedition, after the three firft marches. He 

The breath which rofe, is gone, and left nht even hope behind it. I have committed 
numerous crimes, and know not witli what puniftiments I may be feized. Though 
the Prote£lor of mankind will guard the camp, yet care is incumbent alfo on the 
faithful, and my fons. When I was alive, no care was taken j and now I am gone, 
the confequence may be gueffed. The guardianfhip of a people is the truft by God 
committed to my fons. Azim Shaw is near. Be cautious that none of the faithful are 
flain, or their miferies fall upon my head. I refign you, your mother and fon, to God, 
as I niyfelf am going. The agonies of death come upon me faft. Bahadur Shaw is 
ftil! where be was, and his fon is arrived near Hindoftan, Bedar Bukht is inGuzarat. 
Hyaut al Niffa, who has beheld no afflifliions of time till now, is full of furrows. Re- 
gard the Begum as without concern. Odiporee, your mother, w^as a partn.cr in my 
ainefs, and wiflies to accompany me in death ; but every thing has its appointed time, 

The domeffics and courtiers, however deceitful, yet muft not be ill-treated. It is 
neceffary to gain your views by gentlenefs and art. Extend your feet no lower tlian 
■ your fklrt. 1 he complaints of the unpaid troops are as before. Dara Shekkoh, though 
, of much judgment and good underfl-anding, fettled large peafions on his people, but 
paid them ill, and they were ever difeontented. I am going. Whatever good or evil 
I have done, it was for you. Take it not amifs, nor remember what offences I have 
done to yourfelf ; that account may not be demanded of me hereafter. No one has 
fcen the departure of his own foul ; but! fee that ruiue is departing. , 
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even faid to ' Hiimmced ad dien.Kliaiij to- lie liad committed 

the charge of Mo funeral rites, “ Three days after my death, one 
“ of my fons will arrive in camp, and fend my remains to Aiirun- 
gabad in a proper manner.” On Friday the tw^enty-eighth of 
Zeekatid, bis rnsjefty performed his morning devotions in company 
with his attendants ; alter which, as was fre<|iien.tiy Ms ctiftom, 
he exclaimed, “ O that my death may happen on a Friday, for 
bleffed is he who dieth on that day I” Soon after, he had occa- 
Son to retire. Upon his return towards his bed, he had begun 
the tiummuin, as was always bis cuftom till water for the ^ vvuzzoo 
could be brought, and had made one fpiinkling, when fuddenly 
Ms moft pure fpirit fled from tho narrownefs of corporeal confine- 
ment, to the boundlefs expanfion of the Moft High. We are from 
God, and to God we muft retuim. His hands remained clafped. 


Azim Shaw, being informed of the event by his ageni 
nobles who affecfed to embrace his intereft, arrived on 


* Anglice, Aider, of the faith. 

* A purification by fprinkling of duft over the body, ordered by Mahummud for the 
convenience of his followers inhabiting the dry deferts of Arabia, where water is too. 
valuable for the poor to ufe on. Sight occafions,. 

■■ ® Ditto with water. 
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•liudge at/ the camp at AhmednuggUF. He omitted no flievY 
:ion and refpedt to his deceafed father, but, like the orphans 
: in humble life, flicd many tears. 


Many of the chief iinperiai fervants, as '-Muttullub Kliaii, 
’ Khcddabmideh Koan, '•■Terbeut Khan, and others, had a real 
attachment to Azim Shaw. Some neither loved or hated him ; 
and a few, though they difliked, yet, from inability to oppofe, 
prudently fubmitted to his authority. Three Mogul chiefs only 
delayed to come in to offer their allegiance, ’ Feeroze Jung, his 
■fon Cheeii Koollich Khan, and ^ Maliummud Ameen Khan. 


On the tenth of Zeehuge, iii8, Azim Shaw^ afcended the A.c.t;< 
tlirone of empire amidft the ufual rejoicings, and conferred favours ,i 

on the nobility according to their ftations, but on few in a manner 
a;^r<|ing fatisfaclion. Here I mufl be permitted to mention one ’ 

6r l^pdnftances of the wonderful accomplifliment of the decrees 
of Piwidence. While he was only a prince, mofl of the nobility 
were attached to Azim Shaw, and regarded him as poffefiing every 
approved quality for empire j but almofc immediatcdy after his 
acceffion to the throne, the general opinion was altered, from his 
GWii Gpndudf:. He flighted the principal nobility, and' betmycd 
great parfiniony to the army, adling as if he had no occahon for 
their fervices. This proceeded from a vain belief that none dared 
to oppofe him, and that his elder brother, Shaw Auliim, rcliii- 


The twelfth montli of the Arabian year, 
Anglice,: Objed of the wiih . 

Slave of God*. 

AccompliOied in mannors and morals^ 
Fortunate in wan 
Faithful in MahummiuL 


quiflilng 



” Anglice, Lord of the deftroying weapon, 
belonging to Ali, fon-in-kw to the prophet. 

A celebrated fortrefs m the Carnatic, 
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qulfiiing to Mm fiich a vaft empire as Hindoftan, without a ftrug- 
gle, would fly for fafety to another clime. At the fame time, he 
openly declared his jealoufy of hk own fon, Bedar Bukht, whofe 
favour with the late emperor had difpleafed him. He treated the 
old nobility with contempt, and would fay publicly, that they were 
not fit for his fervice. He removed Terbeut Khan, a veteran and 
loyal general, from his command of the artillery, in the moft in- 
fulting manner, without any notice, and conferred that important 
Ration on a young man of low rank among his creatures. In 
fhort, I cannot enumerate all the ill omens to the fortune of Azim 
Shaw, which proved the will of Providence to have decreed heaven 
beftowed empire to Shaw Aulum. He who prideth in himfelf is 
ruined. When the will of God hath decreed an event, all things 
aid the accomplifhment. 

Mahummud Kaum Bukfli received intelligence of the emperor’s 
death, on his third day’s march from Ahmednuggur, and was im- 
mediately deferted by Mahummud Ameen Khan, and all the Too- 
raunee Moguls, though they had been purpofely appointed for his 
protection, at this crifis, by Aulumgeer. In addition to this raif- 
fortunc, ’Zoolfeccar Khan, his bittereft enemy, who had once 
confined him at the fiege of "linjee, lay in his route with a confi- 
derable army, fo that it was probable his perfon would be feized 
by this nobleman, in order to obtain the favour of the new empe- 
ror. Azim Shaw had difpatched orders to that effeCt j but Zool- 
feccar Khan, either from policy or compaffion, did not obey them, 
and Kaura Bukfli arrived in fafety at Beejapore, which he was al- 


This was the name of a fcymetar 


lowed 





lowed to keep, as his brother, being eager to quitDekkan, did not 
endeavour to remove him. ■ 


Azim Shaw now proceeded with the Imperial camp towards 
Agra, by regular ftages, as if the principal of a caravan, and taking 
the route of Toomree, quitted the broad and eafy road of Akber- 
pore, on his leftj proving, by this imprudent ftep, that, when 
deftiny is unfavourable, man always doeth that which is wrong. 
The route of Toomree was hilly, full of woods, and, for many 
long fpaces, void of water ; fo that, during two days march, great 
numbers of men, women, children, and animals, pcrifhed through 
fatigue and thirft. It was remarked by numbers, at the time, that 
this foreboded evil to the fortune of Azim Shaw ; for he had ralhly 
negle6led the example of his father Aulumgeer, who, when march- 
ing againfl: V Dara Shekkoh, had chofen the route of Akberpore. 


I muft now return to the affairs of - Bedar Bukht, whom it was 
my fortune to join. This prince, on the death of Aulumgeer, re- 
ceived orders from his father, Azim Shaw, to march immediately 
from Guzarat, and proceed towards Lahore, to prevent the advance 
of Shaw Aulum from Cabul. Bedar Bukht had the gj-eateft and 
moll; fincere affedtion for his grandfather, who equally loved him ; 
and on that account the father and fon became jealous of each other. 
Upon receipt of the melancholy news, he was overwhelmed with 
real grief, which dwelt long upon his mind ; for, when I faw him 
afterwards at Oojein, he would frequently weep at recolleftion of 
his lofs. In obedience to the orders of his father, he departed 
from Guzarat without delay, at the head of only three thoufand 


® A moft excellent and authentic account of this prince’s adventures and misfor- 
tunes may be feen in Bernier’s Travels, which are bound up in ChurchilFs and Lord 
Oxford’s Colkiftioii of Voyages. Dow alfo details, themj but I prefer Bernier^s 
account, as luore artlefs. - _ 

. horfe. 



horfes his own dependants, and carried with him about thirty 
lacks of rupees in treafure, property of his own, not prcfumcng to 
touch ’ twenty lacks in the Imperial treafury, left it fhocid raife 
fufpicioris of his fidelity in the mind of his father. For the fame 
reafon, he made not any addition to his force, though he could 
with eafe have raifed a great army, and might have procured a 
corore of rupees from the bankers and renters, by way of loan, 
without oppreffion, as did ^Moraud Bukfli, when he marched 
from this province againft Dara Shekkoh. 


On the eve of his march, he difpatched a letter to me and feveral 
others on his. route j but the couriers brought none to hand in due 
time, the public roads being guarded by olficers, who had orders 
to fearch all meffengers, and infpecl letters . As the prince expected 
me on the frontiers of Malvva, he was much difappointed on his 
arrival there, and repeatedly exclaimed, “ What can have happened, 
** to prevent the coming of Eradut Khan ?■” My enemies, and 
feveral envious perfons, took occafion to defame me, faying, that I 
would never join him; f(»,s1ci»®iwing the jealou^^^^ him and 

Ills fatheiy who waa nowusmperor, I was gone to court his favour. 
In this manner did my enemies addrefs him, till he arrived near 
Oojein ; when, not finding me there, in fpite of his regard and 
reliance upon me, fufpicion found I’oom in his mind of my fidelity. 


* Two hundred thoufand pounds. 

One million ditto, 

^ ^ ■ Angli'cfe^ ; Ac.compliflier of tlio'wlfii. Youngefl fon of the emperot Shaw Jehaun, 
and brother to Aulumgcerj ; who, having made ufe of him to attain the defeat of his 
elder brothcrSj confined him in the fortrcfs of Gu altar, and afterwards had him put to 
-death, on his being tried and condemned for murder, on the accufation of a dependant, 
whofe father he had executed - for ’ fomd crime, when in power. Atilumgeer was 
-obliged to difplace' the firft judge before whom- the caufe was brought, as he refufed to 
give fentence,'&}dng, that a {irihefe^' flhtfeg a man to death in the excrcife of his au* 
thprity^ for a crime, ought not to be accounted murder. 
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At length, on the firfl: of ' Mohirrim, the prince’s letters were 
brought me altogether, and immediately after, having loaded a 
fmall tent and fome neceffaries on. two trained camels, I departed 
from Mandoii, leaving the fortrefs in charge of my dear relation 
and friend, Meer Sunjir. 

The prince had been for fome time encamped near Oojein, 
waiting for the lucky day to make his entry into that city, fo that . 
by chance I reached the camp at the inftant of good fortune. He 
was moving in his “ nallekee towards the tdwm, when he pei'ceived: 
me at a diftance,. and faid to. his attendants,. “ is not that Eradut 
“ Khan that I fee?.” And was fcarcely anfwered, when I came up. 
Pie Hopped his train, and opening, wide his arms, cried, " Come, 

“ come my friend !. in expedlation of whom my eyes have been. 
“ ftretched, even to dimnels.” I killed his feet, and prefented my 
©IFering. He preffed my head to. his bofora, and taking off his 
Hieem-afteen, ■ftibliMit's..' '■ His firft words were- 

lamentations mingled with tears, for tlie deceafed emperor his 
grandfather, for whom he knew the lincerity of my grief. He 
then ordered me to mount my liorfe, and ride near him ; and, as 
we proceeded to the city, related all that had happened to himfelf, 
and his anxiety at not meeting me on the borders of the province. 
When I had fatisfied him for ray delay, he commanded thofe who 
had Ipoken againft me to quit his prefence, with much diipleafure,.. 
and refufed to admit them again for many days. 

* The firft month of the Arabian year.. 

* A canopied litter peculiar to the princes, and allowed now and then to fome few’ 
great officers of ilatc. It is generally of rich materials, and often entirely of filver,. 
It is carried on the fiiculders of twelve or fifteen bearers, on three poles, pne on each, 
fide, like cur fedans, and tlie third running under the middle of the machine* 

^ An upper robe with half-fleeves, commonly rnade^of gold or filver tiffue* For a. 
prince, or perfon of high rank, to confer any part of his own chefs on an. inferior, is. 

■ accouBted a very great honour to the receiven. 

, . . Bedair 


A.H. ing, 
A.C. 1707: 








Bedar Bukht did not remain in tlie palace of Oojein ; but, after 
viewing the city, pitched his camp on the bank of the river, at 
about a cofs diftant. Here he was attended by ' Abdoollali Khan, 
the foubadar of Malwa, and continued one month and twenty days, 
expedling the arrival of his father, when that raih prince wrote 
him the following firmaun : 

“ Why have you not haftened on, nor funk the boats in the 
“ Suttulludge, to prevent the approach of the enemy r Though 
“ he dare not face me, yet you have been guilty of high neglefl.” 

Soon after ray arrival in camp, the prince fent a ’ Nifliaiin, 
with the following words in his own hand, to my dear fon 
^ Hnddaiut- Oollah Klian. then Foiedaur of a diftrid of about two 


My fon, in reply, wrote to the prince, that he fliould fhortly 
feek the honour of an audience j but privately to me, defiring that 
I would reprefent to his highnefs, what refpedb would not permit 
him to mention himfelf. This was, that though I had no force 
under me, yet my attendance and advice might be of ufej but that 
he, unlefs at the head of troops, could do no fervice j that he had 
then with him two thoufand veteran foldiers, all his followers for 
twenty years, who would accompany him without the limits of his 


* Slave of God. 

^ One of the five great rivers between Cabul and Lahore. 

^ The letters of the emperor are ftyled firmauns^ tbofe of princes^ nifhauns, 
^ Directed by God. 


government. 



Bedar Bukht, agreeable to tbe orders of his father, moved 
towards Agra, and was joined from the prefence by Zoolfeccar 
Khan, Ram Sing Harrah, zemindar of 'Koteh, and Dulput 
* Bonedela, alfo Amaun Ooila Khan, who were fent bv Azim Shaw, 


* A principal zemindary in Malwa, now much circumfcribed by the Mharattas, 
who allow the raja, a defcendant of Ram Sing’s, but a very fmall proportion of his 
lands. 

The Bonedela tribe of Rajapootes are the pofleflbrs of Bonedelcund, an extenfive 
trail, lying partly in the Agra, and partly in the province of Allahabad. T.heir proper 
chief, the raja of Oorcha, defcended from Ber Sing Deo, the founder of the family 
importance, pofleffes but little territory, far the greateft part having been wrefted from 
his houfe by Chutterfaul, one of a younger branch of the Bonedelas, whofe defcendants 
now hold his eftates jointly with the Mharattas, who have a third part of the lands, and 
produce of the diamond.injHCS of Pirns. - 


government. Of thefe he had fent a return to the prince, whom 
he would immediately attend, on the advance of a month’s pay to 
enable him to march ; but without that they muft be excufed. 


His highnefs, in anfwer to this meflage, faid to me, “ To give 
“ Huddaiut Oollah this fum, or much greater, I would not hefi- 
“ tate } but, alas 1 fhould I call in fuch a force, as your attachment 
“ to me has been reprefented to my father in a fulpicious view by 
“ interefted perfons, he would inftantly, on the junftion of your 
“ fon’s troops, be convinced of my difloyalty, and turn his arms 
from Shaw Aulum againft me. Write this to your fon.” I did 
fo; and he declined coming to the camp, waiting to me the 
following words ; “ I refign you to the prote(5liQn of a gracious 
“ God, fince I am prevented by my ill-fortune from paying my 
“ duty in perfon. I wifli you could leave the party with which 
“ you are engaged, as I fee deftiny will to it prove unfavorable.” 
God be praifed,, that Irom his prudent caution, my dear fon 
remained fecure from the enfuiiig troubles. 



as mitdi to guard the prince’s motions as to afiift him. * Meerza 
Raja Jey Sing, Khan Aulum a Dekkan chief, with his brother 
’ Munnower Khan, and other officers, alfb joined from the prefence, 
with about fix thoufand horfe. 


* Zemindar of a conCderable territory in the province of Ajmere, named Ambeer 5 
tut fince this prince’s founding a new city called Jeypore^ the rajafhip has alfo taken that 
|cypore is reckoned the inoft -regular built city kx Hindoftan j and Enropeans^ 
who have feeu it^ fpeak highly of its magnificence, Jey Sing was a great encourager of 
fcience,, and built feveral obfervatories for aftxonomkal ftudies. He alfo eredted a. 
caravanferai and market in. every province of Hindoftan, for the convenience of tra- 
vellers,, at his own expence^ The pi’efent raja of Jeypore, his grand-nephew, poffeffes 
the city, but not much territory, part of wdiich has been feized by vaffals of his family, 
and part by the Mharattas and Mogul chiefs, to both of whom he is tributary. Jeypore 
is the great mart for horfes from Petfia and the northern provinces of Hindoftan and 
the old citadel of Ambeer, clofe to it, is faid to contain vaft wealth kid up by Jey Sing. 
This will probably one day fall into the hands of the Mharattas, if they are not foon 
diverted from their operations in this part of India, by troubles, in Dekkan, that fhali 
furnifh them employment nearer home» 

* AngEce, Lord of the world., 

^ Enlightened lord 

^ Anglice, Of high dignity ^ fecond Cm of Shaw Aulum, th*e eldeft furviving fon 
.of Aulumgeer.. ' ; ' ' _ 

^ ^ Anglice, Powerful Iord«. 



family, did not offer him perfonal injuries. It had as yet been the 
nfage of the princes of this illoftrioiis houfe, though a nobleman 
according to his conneclions with one of them, appeared againft 
another in the field, that the vidlor did not put him to death, or 
difgrace him. On the contrary, the fidelity and valour difpiayed 
by him, in the caufe of a defeated rival, were fiire recommendations 
to the conqueror’s favour. The princes knew that the liability of 
power and regulation of empire relied on the fupport of an expe- 
rienced nobility, and they would frequently obferve, “ that their 
“ enmity was not to the throne ^ for whenever a prince became 
“ fixed upon it, they were faithful fubjedls. If then we dellroy 

them, through whom can we adminiller the government.” By 
this wife policy of the Imperial family, the rules and order of the 
extenfive empire of Hindoftan remained uninjured by the quarrels 
of the princes. — But to return to my fubjedl. 

When Mahummud i^dar Bukht approached the banks of the 
"Chumbul, and Azim Shaw arrived near ’^Gualiar, AzeemOolhawn 
detached a confiderable body from Agra, under * Motulhum Khan, 
to guard the fords. Bedar Bukht was fond of enterprize, jealous 
of his honour, and' of high mind tempered with prudence. A 
rivallhip for glory had always fubfifted between him and his father, 
Azim Shaw, who was of ralli courage, and never looked beyond 
the prefent in his conduri:. Like the * whilker-twilling vaunters 


® A- river In the province of Agra. 

* One of the moft celebrated fortreffes of Hindojftan, an elegant plate of whiclij^ 
With the account of its capture by a detachment under colonel Popham, in 1780, has 
been given to the public by major Rennell ; but another, on a larger fcale, with a 
more minute defeription of the place, is now preparing by the ingenious Mr.W, Hodges^ 
well known for his drawings under Captain Cook, and for his views of places in India, 
taken by himfelf on the fpot. 

^ Dignified* 

♦ The twift of the whifkers in India, and the outrageous cock of the hat in England^ 
are alike charateijftic^ 
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of Hindoftan, if his fon made any delay on his march, he would 
jeft and fneer, attributing it to cowardice, and dread of the enemy.' 
On this account, Bedar Buhkt refolved to crofs the Chumbul im- 
mediately, and attack the polls of Motuftium Khanj but this 
proceeding was ftrongly oppofed by Zoolfeccar Khan, an experi- 
enced general of approved condiidfc ; upon which a ftrange conten- 
tion took place, which is worthy of relation. 

A number of low-minded perfons, vain and imprudent, fiich as 
are too frequently the favorites of princes, who thought themfelves 
capable antagonifts for the nobility of Azeem Oftiawn, regarding 
this as a fit ppportunity to fhew their loyalty and attachment, in- 
terfered in the condudl of affairs. As Zoolfeccar Khan, in the 
opinion of feme, was fufpedled of treachery, they feized this occa- 
fion to perfuade the prince that he correfponded with Shaw Aulum, 
and wifhed to delay engaging till his approach, in order to com- 
plete his defigns of defertion to his caufe. God only knows the 
heart, and perhaps it might have been fo ; but, in the eye of im- 
derftanding, good policy alone feemed to influence his condudl in 
this affair. 


When he was informed that the prince had refolved on croffing 
the river the next morning, he repeatedly reprefented, through the 
proper officers, that fuch a ftep was by no means advifeable at the 
prefeht crifis ; but the prince refufed to take his opinion. Upon 
this, Zoolfeccar Khan went himfelf to his highnefs’s tents, and 
lequefted an audience, fetting forth, that he had affaii's of import- 
ance to communicate ; bdt the prince would not admit him, and 
fent word, that nightly council was unlucky, therefore he muft 
wait till the morning. I had heard of Zoolfeccar Khan’s advice 
during the day, and of the prince’s diffent, but knew not what had 
paffed at night j for I made it a rule never to go to his councils, 
, ' unlels 
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unlefs called upon ; and his highnefs had never failed, till now, to 
fend for me. It happened, that I had been this day to vifit Zool- 
feccar Khan, at his earned: requeft, but not a word on the affair 
in debate paffed between us. Some envious perfons, however, took 
this occafion to perfuade the prince, that I was a partner with the 
general; and, aiotwithftanding his convidlion of my fidelity, his 
highnefs, in his prefent humour, believed them. Hence it is, that 
the ancients obferved, “We fhould never rely on the favour of 
“ princes ; for when their minds are dilgufted, though without 
“ caufe, a thoufand years of confidence may be deftroyed in one 
“ inftant of fufpicion.” 


The day following, fuddenly, before morning prayer, the march 
of battle was founded, and the prince, completely armed, mounted 
the elephant which he always rode in the day of adlion. I was at 
my devotions, when I heard the drums j but dr^ffing myfelf in 
hafte and aftonifhmettt^‘ l fpeeded to attend him. He had moved 
fome diftance from the tents before I came up. I found him, with 
an angry countenance, and contemptuous exclamation, uttering 
reproachful terms of Zoolfeccar Khan, as deceiver, traitor, falfe 
wretch, and the. like, to fome fervile attendants round his elephant ; 
but, on perceiving me, he became filent, and looked more dif- 
pleafed. According to cuffom, I alighted from my horfe to make 
my obeifance, of which he took no notice, nor fpoke, nor fmiled 
upon me as he was wont to do, but turned his head another way. 
Though much hurt at this flight, I took my ftation as uflial on 
his right hand, clofe to the ear of his elephant, and ruminated on 
the change in his behaviour, while my enemies, who during the 
night had formed this ' telifm, were rejoicing all around at my 
diftrefs. Though his highnefs did not fpeak to them after ray 


* Charm, or talifinafl. 


arrival. 


arrival, yet I Judged, by their exulting, and winking to one 
another, that fomewhat highly pleaJing to them had happened. 

Juft then, Zoolfeccar Khan fent an officer to requeft I would 
attend him ; for he hoped that, at my defire, the prince would 
alter his intention of pafiing tiie river. I informed his higlmefs of 
the officer’s coming, for I never vifited any of the nobility without 
permiffion. Upon this, he angrily exclaimed, “ Go ! ‘ Your 
quiver alfo hangs at his belt ! ” I then defired the officer to 
return, and tell what he had heard, as I could not go ; but the 
prince, with a furious afped, cried out, “ Begone! Why don’t 
“ you go to your friend? ” At beholding this, a giddinefs feized 
my bmin, and 1 became diftraded j for I never expeded fuch 
words from him, whofe favour I thought fincere, and prided my- 
felf on deferving, by my fiidelity. I became raging, rafti, and im- 
petuous, and faid, “ V/hat bufineft can I, the humbleft of the 
humble, have with nobles of Zoolfeccar’s exalted rank? He 
** was the firft general of your grandfather j but your father has 
now 4etached him un^i* yma commatidi and certainly the 
“ power is at prefent in your hands, to treat him as you pleafe.” 
His higfmefs, upon this, more angrily than ever, exclaimed, 
Surely the emperor hath not made you my tutor ! ” What 
lhall I fay? Heaven and earth feemed to fall at once upon my 
fhpulders, and I wifhed to die that inftant j but theft words invo- 
luntarily flipped from my tongue : “ What is my ability, to be- 
“ come . tutor to a prince like your highnefs ? Yet, ffiould the truft 
be offered me, I would rather fly from fociety with a fhorn head, 
“ than accept it.” To this he made no reply, and I quitted his 
]perf<m without ceremony. 

* An idiomatical exprelEon, fignifying that he was attached to his party. 



I had not gone faiv when the generous, forbearing, patient and 
benevolent prince, cherilher of his friends, lent to me the ’ daroga 
of his khowaus, to fay, as from himfelf, “ What tronblefome 
dreams hath my friend feen, to diforder his imagination, and 
“ make him rave ? Know you not, that fpies have prejudiced my 
“ father againft you, as my advifer? Therefore, as much con- 
“ tention palled laft night, between me and Zoolfeccar Khan, and' 
“ I have juft now infuited that deceitful traitor,. I fpoke angrily to 
" you alfo, to remove fufpicion of my treatment of him proceeding 
“ from your counfel, not fuppoling you could mifapprehend me,”’ 
Upon this, I ftopped till the prince came up, when he called me: 
to him, and fmiJing, whifpered in my ear, “ I have beheld your 
“ deep penetration.” I replied, I did not expeft fuch expreffions 
" from your highnefs.” He anfwered, “ I alfo wifhed to try 
“ your patience, my friend, who pretend to lb much prudence, 
“ with fuch heat and paffion.” Having, faid this, he took from 
his neck a large corneliap of * Yemrtibrii' on which were engravedi 
fome prayers in a beautiful character, and giving it to me, faid 
aloud, “ Admire this graving !” at the fame time nodding that I 
Ihould keep it j but I returned it, fignifying privately, that the- 
gift was improper before fo many envious witneffes. At length, 
my late exulting and mean-fpirited enemies, feeing me again in- 
favour, retired to a diftance, and left me to converfe witli his high- 
nefs 5 who then faid, “ Surely you muft have forgotten what my- 
“ father wrote to me, concerning you, three; days fince, and my. 
anfwer to his majefty I” That affair I. v/ill relate. 


The prince had three days before, received a finnaun under, his 
father’s own hand, and I went with him to meet it, agreeable to 
euftom. About midnight, he fent for me again, and carried me 


* Overfeer of. domeftic attendants. 


Arabia Felix 



into the fleeping apartment of hxs ‘mahal, where he had been 
fitting with the mother of " Bedar Dil, who retired as I came in, to 
another chamber. He gave me the firmaun, and defired me to read 
k. In it was written, in Azim Shaw’s own hand, the following 
fenteiice : “ You are day and night confulting with Eradut Khan ; 
‘‘ I wifli to know for what purpofe !” When I had returned the 
paper, his highnefs alked what was fit to write in anfwer. 


I replied, “ I am your fervant. Difmifs me for the prefent, 
“ and when my duty is requifite, I will inftantly return.” He 
exclaimed, You mufl: not leave me ; but fome anfwer muft be 
“ written. I will attempt .one ; but you muft alfo compofe 
“ another, and we will fend that we both approve.” He then gave 
me pen, ink and paper, from his ftandifh, and feated me at a lamp. 
He wrote, and I wrote. When we had finilhed, it appeared, on 
comparifon, that we had both written the fame, almoft without 
the difference of a word, as follows : 

‘‘ It muft be remembered in the.facred mind, that your majefty, 
in pafling through prefen^^/Mj^the ’ Shadow of 

God, faid ft) your ; flaxfe, Braduf Kb4n 'k‘ our hfyifehotd fifvant, 
truly l6yM, notje and experienced. I give him to you, that, vohen 
important affairs Jhall come in agitation^ you may confult with him. 
Health to your majefty I What crifis of affairs can be more im- 
poitant than the prefent ? According to the orders founded in 
“ benevolence, I do confult with him daily, on all affairs public 
“ and private. I know not what fufpicions thofe admitted to the 
“ prefence may have formed of this faithful fervant, but, were 
“ they communicated to me, I could remove them to the fatisfac- 
tion of your majefty." ^ 


Hisfbni Anglic^ Vigilant mind. 


* The ladies apartments, 
emperor Aulumgeer* 


MOGUL E M P I R E. 


The prince applauded me much, and faid, “ with thds able 
" judgement and the fimilarity of our difpofitions, how can I 
“ avoid giving you my efteem-? ” But to be fmeere in this affair, 
juftice was on the fide of Azim Shaw; for Bedar Bukht was rival 
to his father, and waited opportunity to dethrone him. As for 
me, I was never in the lervice of Azim Shaw, nor had ever made 
him profelfions of duty, being wholly devoted to his fon. 

Being alone with him one night, he faddenly threw his :arms 
about my neck, and bolding down his head upon my breail:, faid, 
“ If a fovereign and parent feeks the life of a fon, and that fon is 
“ truly informed of his intention, how fhould he aft in felf- 
“ defence ? Have you a precedent for it r ” 

I replied, “ Such a queftion is unneceflary. The behaviour of 
“ your ’ grandfather to his fiither is a fpfficient precedent ; and 
“ fovereigns expedients which are not juftifiable in 

“ other men.” 

Converfation of this fort often paifed between us; and one 
evening he afked me, how he might gain an opportunity of feizing 
his father. I replied, " An opportunity will offer thus : When 
“ he has gained the viftory over Shaw Aulum, you will be the 

fii'ft to congratulate him. The troops will then be feparated 
“ here and there in fearch of plunder, or looking after the dead 

and wounded ; and, as the tents will not be ready, your father 
“ will be only under a * fhaumianeh, furrounded by a few ’ kanauts. 

^ Alluding to Aulumgeer’s dethronement of Shaw Jehaun; 

* A canopy of cotton cloth. 

3 Walls of cotton cloth, which are always pitched round the tents of all who can 
afford them* The principal chiefs have them, enclofing ground of a great extent 
round theirs. They have a very fplendid appearance. Bernier gives a gbod defcnp«» 
tioa of a Mogul camp, to which the curious may refer* 

E You 


“ You wlil be admitted to audience, attended by fuch of your foi- 
" lowers as may have deferved notice in the aftion by their gallant 
“ condudl ; and, at fuch a time, they will be allowed their arms. 

It is probable your father will not have many perfons with him 
** between the kanauts. Then is your time.” The prince eagerly 
exclaimed, “ You have fpoken well I Dare you, at fuch a time, 
“ ibrike the blow ?” 

I replied, that though the aft was eafy, yet a facred oath refted 
upon our family never to fhed the blood of a prince unlefs by 
chance in battle, if engagai in the caufe of a rival, when it would 
be excufablc. I then faid, “ Your other opportunity will be thus : 
“ Ihould the enemy fly, an army will be fent in purfuit, and pro- 
bably under your command, while your father, fetting his mind 
“ at eafe, will be employed, without fulpicion, in pleafure and 
" rejoicing. You may i-eturii fuddenly upon him, and gain your 
“ wifhes. ■ Should this opportunity not occur, as you are his eldeft 
** fon and 'have feen much ferv ke> . .h e will certainly appoint you to 
the govemment of Bek&te-k’"* ‘Tott will' 

“ army , at your difpcM. “^'As' youff fath'bf’s behaviour is dif|aftful 
to the people, and many of the courtiers diflike him, they will 
aid your pretenfions. life open force, and try for whom God 
will decide.” 

Bedar Bwkht, having croffed the Chnmbul at an unobferved 
ford, the troops of Azeem Oofhaun, who were Rationed on the 
banks of the river in another quarter, left their artillery in the 
various pofts, and fled to Agm, to Zool- 

' feccar, who had advifed the prince to ren«a cm the other fide, 
feeing he had crofied, now came up reludantly, and congratulated 
. him on the fuccefs of his march. This fubmilfion pleafing his 
.f lll^lljnefs, he rcfolved on the morrow to honour Mm with a vifit. 



m order to atone for his late behaviour. Zoolfeccar Khan, 
hearing of his intention, fent a meflage to me, defiring that I 
would perfuade him'to lay it afide, as his highnefs’s vifit would 
occafion various reports, and the caufe be inferted in the intelligence 
of the Ipies, with remarks that would injure the prince and himfelf 
in the opinion of Azim Shaw. 


I was preparing to execute the commiffion ; but before I could 
leave my tent, Zoolfeccar Khan pafied by, haying refolved to go 
hirafelf to the prince. Begging pardon for his boldnefs, he pre- 
fented a 'garland of flowers to bis highnefs, who, foftened with 
his humility, flaewed him more favour than was confiftent with his 
own dignity. It was a rule of Aulumgeer’s, never to fliew fuch 
condefeenfion to tlie nobility, as to make them think themfelves 
too neceflary to him, but he conduced himfelf fo as to be held in 
refoedlful’ veneration ,bj.thc^€V©a.n€4rf:lhis®a^. CSatain it 
is, that In' a'%vereign lofes him the olge£l: for 

which it is affumed. The prince, having honoured him with the 
robe he had on, and a rich firpeach of jewels, difmifled Wm with 
numerous profeflions of kindnels. 

Zoolfeccar Khan the fame evening made another vifit, when I 
only was fitting with the prince, and thus began to offer his advice : 
“ Since your highnefs has crofled the river, as the prince Azeera, 
** Gofhaun is near, it is proper to march towards him immediately, 
“ left your father Ihould conceive evil fufpicions, or the army 


‘ 'Garlands made of the chumbeely, a fort of double Jafmine, are always introduced 
with the betel at entertainments, and prefented to the guefts ; alfo taflels of the feme 
ftw the turban, and fometimes leaves of gold and fdver foils, ajfe interwoven witih 

flowers. ^ , 

* The firpeach is a jewel for the turban, A holghee, or egreVis wwo 

with it. , . . ^ 

E 2 ' V fuppofe 



“ fuppofe that you fear to engage him.” The prince did not 
anfwer him, but nodding to me, faid, “ Ifave you heard what he 
“ obferved ? ” I replied, “ Yes j and he is aii experienced general 
“ and faithful fervant } yet there are fome points to be eonfidered. 
“ Though engaging Azeem Oofliaun is no hazardous enterprize, 
yet he is alfo a prince ; and if, now your highnefs has croffed 
“ the river to meet him, he does not march this way, the reproach. 
“ of delay will reft on him. Let us confider alfo who is neareft to 
“ us, Azim Shaw, or Shaw Aulum. If the former, let us march: 
“ yet Azeem Oofliaun, if defeated, has the city of Agra for a re- 
" fuge, to reduce which m.uft require fome days. His father may 
“ alfo arrive with his vaft army, faid to be an hundred thoufand 
“ horfe, and he has already with him thirty tlioiifand. If ZooL 
“ feccar Khan judges he can, without the aid of your, father, 
“ engage tliefe two armies, and a prince of Shaw Aulum’s exper 
“ rience and valour, what can we dread ? Let. us march,” Zooi- 
feccar Khan, in reply to. this, , only faid, as was his manner when; 
pleafed, ^:^> GoQd’- gQodl gopd] He hath fpoken well.” 

' , ywy- yt'- . . . . ' ' 

Some days after this, Azim SEaw approaching near,' Bedar Bukht 
moved a cofs in front, the fpot he was upon being chofen for his 
father’s tents ; and the morning of his arrival, went two cofs from 
the camp to meet him. Azim Shaw loved him as a fon, though, 
from the attention fliewn him by Aulumgeer, he had regarded him 
as a rival. When he now beheld him, after long abfence, paternal 
fondnefs for the inftant overcame his jealoufy, and he received him 
with ftrong marks of affeftion, conferring upon him a princely 
khelaut, with the ’chaurkub, a fword fet with, jewels, elephants 
and horfes. The prince,., after the interview,, Silked me if I would 
. not pay. my refpedts to his father : to which I replied,, that I did 


An upper robe, never conferred but on princes of the royal family, the vizier of 
^ipoire, and Ameer al Atnra. 

. c .not. 


TOt wifli it, having no defire to engage his notice, or embrace his 
fervice ; but, upon his obferving that my declining it would occa- 
fion much fufpicion, I confented, and was introduced. Azim Shaw, 
upon feeing me, ■ faid, “ Are you alfo come ? ” I replied, “ Yes, 

“ but without orders. I left my ftatiori, though far diflant from 
“ the route of your majefiy. Who elfe has done fo ?” He con- 
ferred the "ufual khelaut upon me, and gave orders for my being 
employed. ‘ 

Empire having been decreed to Shaw Aulum, from the agency 
of defliny, fuch vanity took poffefllon of the mind of Azim Shaw, 
that he was convinced his brother, though fupported by the 
myriads of ’ Toor and Sullum, durfl: not meet him in the field. 
Hence, thofe who brought intelligence of his approach he would 
abufe as fools and cowards, fo that no one cared to fjDeak. the truth } 
as w'as formerly the cafe with the emperor ‘Humaioon, during the 
rebelik)i of the’ Shaw’. Even his chief officers feared 
to .difclofe intelligence j fo that he was ignorant of the fuccefsful 
p-mgrefs of his rival.. - 

. 'ilAt length: Shaw Aulumdiaving reached''’'^ by/a' celei:- 

hrated ; ■ dir vtfffi the / fpllowing meiliiage to Azim Shaw. : ‘ ^y • the ^ 
:■ ■-^•;divine -aulpicesiv whr' in heiltv • fihm^^^^ 

"■‘Yhmpire, :vcbniprehehdi ng’ - m any;:': kingdom^^ 

glorious not to draw the fword againff; each other, nor confeht. 


Vail: armies, mentioned in the Koraim. 

eigliteeii'.'Oofe:' 

but one, more celebrated than the reft, and ereSeti by Eer bing, dco raja of Opreha, 
coft thirty-fix lacks of 'rupees. It was rased* by Aulumgeer, who 'baiita tiiofc[::C'on 
the fite with the materials. Muttra, however, has flill many temples, which are 


to 



“ to ihed the blood of the faithful. 'Let us equally divide the 
“ empire between, us. Though I am the elder, I will leave the 
“ choice in your power.” Azim Shaw, vain-glorious and haughty, 
replied, that he would anfwer his brother on the morrow in the 
held, and upon this, the meflenger departed. Azim Shaw marched 
the next morning, and encamped between lajoo and Agra, on a 
barren plain void of water, fo that the army was much diftrefled. 
Intelligence arrived during this day, that Shaw Aukim was 
encamped feven cofs diftant, and intended moving on the morrow, 
but to what quarter -was not -known. 

I have already mentioned, that my defign is not to write the 
hiftoiy of kings, but of myfelf, and what I have feen. Accord'- 
ingly, of the battle between the brothers, I ihall only relate fuch 
circumftances as I was an eye-witnefs of. 

* The morning dawned j but what a dawn ! Darting fire, and 
faiiged with bloodi of whofc horrors the laft day can only prove an 
^ irakatiOT.' Csdl it' not mcfin^^-dt was thfj;«ia|r «f' judgment! 
'Call it not dawn j it was the evening of 4eath 1 Cali it not day, 
but the gloomy me of theyvoes of time .1 

Mahummud Bedar Bukht, who commanded the advanced corps 
•of the army, having given the neceflary orders, began his march. 
-He was mounted upon his favorite elephant, and his moft valued 
•attendants 'were near Ins perfon. Zoolfeccar Khan with the two 
Jlaujepoet chiefs. Ram Sing and Diilput Roy, alfo Amaun Oollah 
.Khan, followed them, indined fomewhat to the left of the prince. 
The main body of the army marchdi tiesEt, 'in the center of which 
rode Azim Shaw, furrounded by his courtiers and a numerous 
band of Mogul, Afghan and Hindoftanee ’ munfubdaurs, of 

: . Anglic^ Holding rank. Perfons of family, but witjiout titles of nobility. 

■ approved 



approved valour. We had not as yet learned the pofition of the 
enemy, or what was the delign of Shaw Aulum. 

Mahummud Bedar Bukht had reached a village, near which was 
a ftream of clear water j and fome wells were alfo round about it. 
The troops at this time were much feparated, and every chief, inat- 
tentive to order, moved as he chofe. Seeing which, I reprefented 
to the prince, that the main body was far behind ; that the country 
in his front was deftitute of water , for Ibme miles, and the day pro- 
mifed to be diftreffingly hot. Without order, without intelligence 
of the enemy’s motions, where would he haften ? I remarked the 
fcattered mafch of his followers ; Zoolfeccar Khan obliqued fo far 
to the left as fcarcely to be.vifible, and other chiefs equally diftant 
in every quarter. I obferved,i that, if he halted here till fome news 
arrived of the enemy,, there was fufiicieat water to refrelh the 
troops, , the artillery would , com? . jfe. emT®raif, : have tipe to 
joins that; ihould the 'enemy 

advance upon him, he would have the advantage, of good ground 
and plenty of water. He replied, “ Your advice is juft. Go, and 
.** inform my father I.lhall follow.it.’.’ 

It, happened alfo, that Shaw Aulum had no advice of the route 
of our army j . and, as there was but little water where he was 
encamped, he had this morning difpatched his main body under 
* Monauim Khan, while he, with his fons and perfonal attendants, 
hunted along the bank of the Jumna^ His peeflikhaneh, with the 
ufual efcoit under ^ Rooft'um-dil Khan, was coming on in front of 
the army, in the fame route as our line*. 


* Anglice, Fortunate. He was chief miriiftef to-Shaw Auiaoi, ; ' 

® Anglice, Advanced houfe.- The Hindoftanee chiefs have always twa;fetsf^ 
teiits, &c. one of which is alwayfrdifpatched, jn front of the army, to thfenejEt grolad, 
of encampment, and pitched for their reception. 

^ Anglice, Of heart lil® eeleferated. cJiajbapioji of Firdofi’s Shaw» 

nammeh, or Hiftory .of Perfian Kings, 



dcphaiit of Shaw Aulum, without a rider, and with but few at- 
tendants,^ running off towards Agra. The prince then foid, that 
our left wing had defeated the enemy, and taken all their baggage. 
The caufe of this imaginary viaory was thus : The advanced 
baggage of Shaw Aulum falling in with our left wing, was at- 
tacked, and, tlie efcort being fmall, foon taken. The elephant feeii 
running away, belonged to Rooftum-dil Khan, who coinmanded 
the efcort. ‘ 

’I’he prince, howfever, now Ordered ‘’me to go and inform his 
father ‘of the viftpry, fuppojSn^ that my being the bearer of good 
news would give me favour in his mind. I declined going, and 
obferved, that I could not cany intelligence fo very ridiculous and 
groundlefs j upon which the prince was angry, and exclaimed, 
“ What do you mean ?” I replied, “ Let us reafon on the fub- 
“ jedl:. Is not Shaw Aulum the fon of Aulumgeer, and claimant 
** of the throne ? Has he not advanced from Cabul to Agra, with 
“ four fons, valiant like himfelf, ajid a great army ? Can then any 
*' perfon of judgment, even fuppofe, that he fhould bafely fly 
it without :a battle, or even having feen his enemy ? What dread 


That on 'which' he wfually rode. 





‘' can have feized him, who was a valiant leader in the wars of 
« Dekkan, againft ‘ Samba, " Sunta, and ’Dhunna? Accidents 
« will happen to the baggage of armies, and this boafted vidory 
" is no more. Your troops have plundered his advanced tents i 
“ but woe to tliofe who have been thus employed ! If importaht 
“ fervice Ihould now oier, they will be ufelefe, confufed as they 
“ are, and encumbered with fpoih” To thefe retoarks the prince 
angrily exclaimed, “ You are always apprehenfive, and foreboding 
“ ill ! ” He then ordered Cafim, the '*• darogah of his divan, to 
carry the intelligence of victory to Azim Shaw. 


Scarce half an hour after this had elapfed, w'hen a great duft 
arofe upon our right. Upon this, I faid to the prince, “ Behold 
“ the confequence of our victory, and the flight of Shaw Aulura ! 
“Yon cloud precedes at leaft fifty thoufand horfe.” Juft as I 
had concluded, another duft arofe, which certified a feccffid bd^ 
of to Bit 

while'yet the enemy was at fome diftance. He then faid, “ Will 
“ you now go, and inform my father of the enemy’s approach ?’* 
To this I replied, “ Though I wifll not to quit your highnefs’s 
“ perfon, yet, as I am ordered, I muft obey j” and, having faid 
this, I rode off with ipeed towards Azim Shaw. On my way, I 
beheld Arrange diforder. Amaun Oollah Khan, a reputed good 
officer, who adlred as ^ herauwul to the prince ^ Wallajah, I met 
with only two or three hundred ftraggling horfe. Azim Shaw was 


'■ * Son to the celebrated Mharatta chief Sewajee, whom he fucceededj hut was taken 
prifoner, and put to death by Aulumgeer. ^ 

* Another fon of Sewajee. 
r^^-'frrA&HytfS'/l^hafatta: chief.;'- 

* Superintendant of the hall of audience,^ ; ' . ' . > 

* Leadet Pf the advanced corpk ' ' 

'* Anglic?!, high raht. He was younger fon fg. Azam Sh^W. ; ' ^ 



acofs and a half farther in the rear, and his troops become fepe- 
fated into three divifions, fo that I could not eafily diftinguifh the 
loyal poft ; for the train of artillery had been left in Dekkan, and 
the ftandard elephants were but of their ftations, fo that there was 
nothing to mark the emperor from a diftance. When Terbeut 
Khan was removed from the command cSf the artillery, and his 
fucceffor applied for orders concerning it to Azim Shaw, he was 
much enraged, and paffionately exclaimed, “ Do men think that I 
“ will ufe cannon againft a ’ breeder of cattle ? I will not even 
“ draw the fword, but bruife his head with a ftalF.” 


^ Alluding to the huIlQcks ufed for the draft of the artillery, univerfal in Hindoftan* 
umbrella 1$ 6ne‘oftbe imperial enfigas; and^ when the etiq^uette of the court 
Wlis kept up, no fubje£t dared to cairry one^ ’ ‘ ; " ' ’ ‘ ^ \ ^ 

A'ifeat, or rather fmall conchy .fixed on threepetoi like 'the naHefcee deffcrihed in a 
former note. . ^ . ' • . . 

^ A fiiort crooked ftaff, about three feet m length, not unlike a crofier, ufed by 
feikeers to lean on when they fit, and often by perfons of rank as an emblem of faumi- 
having declared themfelves dificipks to fome holy man» 


MOGUL EMPIRE. 

ftafF, flood upright in his throne, and tauntingly faid, Be not 
“ alarmed ! I am coming up to my fon.” Hurt at this infult to 
the fpirit of my prince, I faid, “ His highnefs is fon to yourfelf, 
“ afylum of a world, and knoweth not fear. He only reprefents 
“ the enemy’s approach, that your majelly may advance with the 
“ troops, and take the poll ufual for the emperor in the day of 
“ battle.” 



: : 


Having faid this, I rode off to rejoin Bedar Bukht ] but fuch 
crowds furrounded me to afk for news, that I could not difengage 
myfelf till within a rocket’s flight of the prince. Juft as I had 
reached him, the enemy began to cannonade, and a ball ftruck the 
breaft of an attendant clofe to his perfon. 

As I had not been undrefled for the laft two nights, and was 
exceedingly fatigued with hianl riding, the fuii' and wind bring 
burning we, and’ I fainted away."' ' My ■ 

brother, feeing this, lifted me from my horfe, laid me on the 
ground, and loofened my armour, but could get no water to revive 
me. The prince, obferving my diftrefs, generoufly fent me a fmall 
veffel from his elephant, which gave me new life. I untied the 
folds of my veft, and poured fome of the water on my breaft, but 
was ftill too faint to rife. By this time, Azim Shaw was come upj 
but, contrary to the cuftom of the emperors, whofe ftation is the 
rear of the center, pufhed on towards Bedar Bukbt, and his 
attendants crowded after him without order. Ameer Kbail pafling 
hy, .and feeing me on the ground, offered me a feat with him on 
his elephant, as did others of my friends j but I refufed them aHi- 
At length my own elephant arriving, I mounted, and lay with niy 
breaft bare upon three Ikins of water, which luckily for me wifri 
in the feat, to prevent nty fainting a fecond time. The ^ 
phants of Azim Shaw, thofe of his woman, of tlie treafury, and, 

Fa the 







the jewel office, now pufhed between me and Beclar BuMit, fo that 
I was removed fome diftaiice from liim. 

The two bodies of the enemy had now approached, and halted: 
within a.* rocket’s flight of our line. One of tliefe was headed by 
the prince Azeem Ooftiaun, the other by Monauim Khan, with 
whom were alfo the princes * Moiz ad Dien Jehaundar Shaw and. 

* Jehaun Shaw. Our line was fo preffed upon on each flank, and in 
the rear, by baggage elephants, cattle and followers, as greatly to 
incommode the troops, and render them iifelefs. Shaw Aulum’s 
artiliery played upon us inceflantly, and did great execution j and 
his forts advancing, fired flaowers of mufquetry, which fell like 
hail. A line- of rockets extending in front of our army, was re- 
peatedly difcharged with great effedl. The fun, obfcured by dull and 
fraoke, was in the meridian, and the heat exceffive. At length our 
troops, grown impatient from the galling of the enemy’s cannon,., 
prepared to charge. This being told me by my brother, who fup- 
ported me on the el^phmat, I laifed myfelf as muqh as I could, 

wd Aulum 

enemy wiA great rapidity, upon which 1 waved 
my hsttdkerchief as a flgnal for the prince Bedar Bukht to follow, 
which he did, fo that I fliortly could foe only the top of his 
'*ta 0 aaury. As to myfolf, I could not move, being wedged in by 
the crowd of elephants around me. 

* The rocket in India is ufed in war, and the chamher being made of iroHj does 
execution wherever it ftrikes, but cannot be fent in.true direftion. It will reach from 
thfee to four hundred y^rdg*. ^ .a r:-, r. 

® Anglice,^ Refpeder of the_ f^th^ i' ^ Shaw 

Aulum. 

^ King of the world ; youngeft fon of Shaw Aulum. 

A canopied feat for an elephant. An open one is called howJ&ah^ or howdah. 
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A body of . the enemy, under Bauz Khan Afghan, now attacked 
Zoolfeccar Khan, but was repulfed with great lofs, and the chief 
badly wounded j butj by the decrees of Providence, Ram Sing 
Harra, and Dulput Raow Bonedelaliy on whofe valour and u&a- 
dudf Zoolfeccar Khan moR depended, were both killed at the fame' 
inftant by a cannon Ihot; upon which their raujepoots Ic^ all 
confidence, and fled with the dead bodies of their chiefs. Zool- 
feccar Khan, however, yet remained firm with his own followers i 
but, upon being charged, by the whole of Azeem Oofhaun’s divi- 
fion, he left the conduct of the battle to Syed 'Muzuffir, and 
retired to the rear of Azim Shaw’s pofl: with Hummeed ad jKtki 
Khan, and, having .dHmounted -fromihis elephant, fled" on. bbrfe* 

f'‘Vi£terjous, . ' ' ■ ' I''."'-.. 

. back 


As Khan Aulum advanced nearer the enemy, his followers di- 
miniftied, gradually lagging behind, and not above three hundred, 
jfluck by him to the charge. When I faw this, I well knew that 
all was loft. The brave chief, however,, penetrated to the elephant 
of Azeem Oofliauni and hurled his l^ar at the prince, but it 
mified him, and ftruck the thigh of an attendant i when the prince 
drew an arrow, which pierced the heart of Khan Aulumi and he- 
died on: the inftant. His brother^ Munnower Khan, was alfo‘ 
wounded. Their followers fell back in the utmoft confufionj and; 
fled, as did the greateft part of our right wing, leaving the prince 
Wallajah in a manner alone j but, notwithftanding this dcfertion,, 
he heroically kept his poft. Amaun Oollah Khan, feeing his 
danger, haftened to fupport him, when unluckily a rocket lighting , 
in the pad fupporting his feat on the elephant, it took fire, , and; 
burnt fo furioufly as to pain the animal, who turned back.- The 
khan, half burnt,^ f§M^,&e gt'nttnd:j and liis troops, thinking he 
was kilfcd, fley^K'^ifor(Kr!* The prince Wallajah, upon this, , re- 
treated for flielter towards Bedar Bukht. 



"back to GuaiiHj wkere he was received by his father,' * Affud Khan, 
His flight determined the rout of our army. 

The principal followers and perfonal attendants of Azim Shaw 
now difmounted, and laying their quivers on the ground, fat down 
to. wait the charge of the enemy, and fell their lives in defence of 
their patron. Syed Abdoolla, and his brother Houffein All Khan, 
of the illuftiious houfe of Barreh, ever celebrated for valour, whofe 
anceftors had in every reign performed the inofl: gallant actions, if 
poflibie fuperior tiheit fltes,. defqended Jrom their elephants, and 
prepared to: engage pn foot.; The battle now raged hand to hand 
with .^bres, and great ilaughter on both fides. Houffein Ali Khan 
received feveral wounds, and fell down faint with the lofs of blood. 
Amami OoUa Khan was killed. TerbeutKhan, Muttullub Khan, 
and Khoodabundeh Khan, having expended all their arrows, ufed 
their fabres ; but the former was foon killed by a mufquet ball, and the 
two latter fell down faint with many wounds. Suffawee Khan, of 
the royal houfe of Perfia, Meerza. AhdooUa, and a numerous band 
of greai: officers of AzimShaw,#eK-ilam,::‘a«:erj;'p^^h..h|a,ih^ 

his defence. A.t laft a miifqiiet ball; and 
feveral arrows, ftruck the prince Bedar Bukht, and he funk down 
dead upon his elephant. I faw him fall, and in the agony of grief 
exclaimed, " Hadft thou not, O God, created ambition of crowns 
“ and thrones, the head of my prince had not been thus humbled 
“ in duft and blood 1” 


Azim Shaw, though much wounded, was ffill alive, when a 
whirl of duft winded towards him goin^tlie^atf^l' bf Shaw Aulum. 
From* this' now iffued 'fetedl: band, the 

princes Azeem Ooftiaun, Moiz ad dien Jehaundar Shaw, and 
Tchaun Shaw. Azim Shaw foon received a mortal wound from a 


Anglice, Lion j Unifying like one in valour. 
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mufquet ball, and refigned his foul to the Creator of life. The 
prince Wallajah alfo funk down in the deep of death. I now made 
my elcape towards Agra, not chufing to go to the enemy’s camp, 
though 1 had many friends, who would have given me proteftion. 


Rooftum dil Khan, who, as already mentioned, commanded the 
efcort of Shaw Aulum’s advanced tents, when attacked in the 
morning by our troops, finding his efcape cut off, paid his relpefts 
to Azim Shaw, and had continued near his elephant during the 
battle, till his death, with great firmnefs. Seeing him dead, ^e 
afcended the elephant, and cutting olF the head of the corpfe, 
remounted his horfe, and haftened to the camp of Shaw Aulum. 
With exulting hope of great reward, he laid his prize at the prince’s 
feet } but the compaffionate Shaw Aulum, feeing the head of his 
flaughtered brother in fuch difgracc, ftied tears of affe6:ion, and 
gave him nothing but reproaches. He ordered the head to be 
buried ^tlii srt;'fWbli-the-’ift'aKh"6f'-ridtory''tfe^be 

beMen. ' ■/ ' 


Monauim Khan took charge of the bodies of the unfortunate 
princes, and treated the ladies of their harams with the utmofi 
refpeft and tendernefs. Though he had received a dangerous 
wound, and fuffered extreme pain, he concealed his fituation, and 
continued on the field till late at night, to reftore order and prevent 
plunder. He could not difmount from his elephant without help 
and was obliged, no pallekee being at hand, to be carried in a cloth 
to the prefence of Shaw Aulum. His eldeft fon, Nyeem Khan, 
alfo was dangeroufly wounded by a ball in the neck, and was reco- 
vered with difficulty. Shaw Aulum paffed the night under aftiau-- 
mianeh on the field of pattle, and the next day, having attained* 
the important objefl of empire, with his mind freed from the 



MEM O , I:-ll t F 'T:WB 

tlrcad of a rival, movednin -triumph, to the gardens of 
round wHch his army encamped. 


I fiiall now relate foKW particulars nece^ary to be known con- 
cerning Shaw Aulum j his march from Cabul, and other proceed- 
ingSi to the day of engagement with his unfortunate brother Azim 
:§haw. 


Some time before his death, Aulumgeer had appointed Monauim 
Khan to be * dewan to Shaw Aulum, who then held the govern- 
ment of Cabul. , This noblem#u was. of great abilities, aftive in 
the caHnet, refolute in, esj^ution, and of unbending integrity of 
mind. He foon arranged the prince’s affairs, which, before his 
coming into office, were always in confufion, owing to the afccn- 
dancy of unworthy favourites. ' DifTolute and opprcffive, they, 
from felf-interefted motives, interfered with the duties of a dewan, 
and prevented him from doing juftice. A fuperfluous foldiery was 
kept up, exceeding the ability of the revenue, and, being comfe- 
quently ill paid, was ever- .^ gtutjjip us and difcont^tcd. At the 
fame' dme'ffie houlhold'-o|'"li^^mcft '.waa'’'’(^fec^d. --Moiiauim 
Khan,, refpefted from the eibeem m which he was held by the 
emperor, and hk already eftablffied character of great ability, loon 
gained the perfect confidence of Shaw Aulum. He diminifhed the 
prince’s army, but took care to pay that on foot regularly, fo as to 
leave no room for difcontent, or excufe for licentioufnefs. When 
he had thus reformed- affairs at. Cabul, he left his fon as his deputy 
there, and removed to Lahore, the colledtions of which province 
were full of abufes. refolved. amend them, and- fuc- 

ceeded, fo as to render ffie. ma^rity^oif,att with his 

admimffration. When fie heard of Aulum^r’s illnefs, in order 


* About three cofs, or fix miles, from Agra. * Manager pf the revenues, 





to prevent cabals in favour of Azim Shaw, he circulated a report 
that Shaw Aulum would not contend for empire, but feek protec- 
tion from his brother by a flight to Perfia. Shaw Aulum had him- 
felf, indeed, made this declaration long before j and with fuch 
apparent refolution, that it was believed, and dreaded even by his 
fons, who relided. with him. Monauim Khan related to me after- 
wards the following anecdote, in thefe words : 


“ When I perceived that my attachment, fincerity, and abilities, 
had properly imprefled Shaw Aulum’s mind, and that he was 
convinced I was a prudent, faithful and fecret fervant, being 
alone one day with him, converfing on the affairs of the empire, 
I took the liberty of thus addrefling him : It is reported that your 
highnefs intends jlying to Perjia^ ivith fo much confidence,, that even 
the princes, your fans, ajfure me by fiacred oc^ths ofi its truth. He 
xepl^^yj,^ t^pe files, Mgr eat dejign, to ^^forr- 

•ward •which, I have fpread it abroad, and taken pains to make if 
believed. Firji, becaufe my father, on a mere fufpicion of difloyalty , 
kept me nine years in clofe confinement ; and, Jhould he even now 
think I cherifhed the fmallefl ambition, be •would iimnedlately firive 
to accomplip my ruin. Secondly, my brother, Mahummud Azim 
Shaw, •who is my po^werful enemy, and valiant even to the extreme 
of rafinefs, •would exert all his force againfi me. From this reports 
my father is eafy, and my brother lulled into felf-fecurity, but, by 
the Almighty God who gave me life, laying his hand on the Koraun 
by him, and on this holy book, I fwear, though not one friend fiould 
join me, I will meet Azim Shaw in fngle combat, wherever pe may 
be, . Sthis fecret, which I have fo long ■ maintained, and even kept 
from my own children, is- now entrufed to your care. Be cautious 
that m ijf ati4:e of ;^ur condup; may betray it I f . . . 
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To proceed. When the news of Anlumgeer’s death reached 
MonauiraKhan at Lahore, he wrote immediately by exprefs to 
Shaw Anlum, conjuring him to march with the utmoft exp^ition 
towards the capital, without anxiety or preparation, as he ^ ou 
find artillery and all fupplies ready at Lahore. This wife mimfter 
then prepared bridges over the various rivers, fo that not a y s 
delay W’as occafioned- in croffing to the prince s army, which at 
Lahore was joined by a powerful train of artillery, with fufficient 
draft. He alfo paid up ail the troops, and advanced large firms to 
new levies. Shaw Aulum, by long marches of ten and twelve cofs 
each day, foon arrived in the neighbourhood of Dhely, and Mo- 
nauim Khan entered that city with a feledt party. The officers of 
Azim Shaw were alarmed, and either fled, or concealed themfelves 
in difguifes. ' Mahummud Ear Khan, the kelladar of the palace, 
a ‘cautious pcrfon, and ever looking into futurity, though he knew 
' moft of the great ameers had embraced the caufe of Azim Shaw, 
yet was fo awed with the vizier’s gallanti'y, and the arrival of Shaw 

Autum, -that 

Me 'U<i*o'rdin^y'' '.^lace, fii'vraidh Were the 

tinies. Thds was ‘maW' Aulum, by the aaivity and refo- 
Mtten of his fetvattt, made mafter of funds to fupport (if he chofe) 
all the troops to be levied in the empire. The army was now 
increafed to one hundred thoufand horfe, and foldiers of every caft 
arid feft flocked in crowds to the imperial flandard, where they 
were received with proper encouragement and amply paid. Mo- 

■uauhn^lChan advanced with the prince 

to Agra, and though Bed^ Bute%is\t^Chumbul, and Azim 
Shaw arrived at Gualiar, he wds ncd alarmed, b^’entamped im- 
, mediately before the citadel. ‘Baukee Khan, an oM imperial fer- 

» AngHce, Friend of Mahunfmud,' » Anglice, Conftant. 



vant, and governor of the fortrefs, which he had refufed to refign 
to Azeem Oofhawn, being certified that Shaw Aulum was ap- 
proaching, did not chufe to refift longer, but fent offers, that if 
Monauim Khan would cotne firft alone into the citadel, he would 
refign the command* He accordingly, without the lead; diftruff, 
entered over a narrow plfnh, only paffable for a fingle perfon, 
which was pkcpd over a deep ditch from a fmall wicket to admit 
him. As he had rtiade a forced march from Muttra, of twenty cofs, 
he now lay down to take a few hours reft, till all his followers 
arrived. After this refrefhment, he fealed up the treafury, pofted 
his people at the different gates, and about midnight went to vifit 
Azeem Oofhawn, who was encamped at the diftance of fix cofs, to 
w’^hom he offered much friendly advice for his conduct to his father, 
who was jealous of his loyalty. When the news of the furrender 
of the citadel of Agra reached Bedar Bukht at ‘Dholepore, his 
ipirit was broken, and the crimfbti of his hopes faded uiiito , pale 

Ate' time, and -perceived' tbat'h® re- 
garded every thing as loft. He immediately fent an account of the 
event to his father, who had not yet heard of Shaw Aulum’s 
arrival at Muttra, as his weak fervants, fearful of his difpleafure, 
and the ufual grofs abufe, dared not to inform him. At length 
Shaw Aulum made the propofal of a divifion of the empire, which 
was refufed, and two days afterwards the conflict enfued, as above- 
mention^. , ^ ^ ; 


* A t«wn on th« bank of the Chombul, ui the province of Agra. 

G z ' ' 



Md on fovereigns ; fo that, if any one. thought himfelf conducive 
to their fuccefs, if was, in them, vanity and folly. To me, from 
whoni he kept not his inmoft thoughts, he would fay, “ Kings, 
‘‘ through the blaze of fplehdor, cannot fee impartially; therefore, 
“ if any perfon prefumes upon fervices, and would fliew that he 
“ thinks them an obligation on his mafter, the jealous difpofition 
“ of royalty cannot bear it, and rejedfs the claim, as was clearly 
“ proved in the proceedings of the emperor Mahummud Akber, 
“ and * Beyram Khan, his afitiming minifter.” / 


It is now necelTary to fay fomethiiigdf the four fons of Shaw 
Aulum, their difpofitions and behaviour, both in public and pri- 
vate;' ■ • ' ' ' ' ' ■ 


* Moiz ad Dien Jehaundaur Shaw, the eldeft, was a weak man, 
devoted to pleafure, who gave himfelf no trouble about ftate affairs, 
or to gain the attachment of any of the nobility, as will be feen 
when I come to relate his reign. 

Ajzeem.i0oftiavm, the fecond fen, was a ftatefman' of winning 
manners. Aulumgeer, had always purfued the policy of encou- 
raging :his grandfons, and employing them in public affairs; for, 
as his fons were ambitious, of great power, and at the head of 
armies, he thus prudently controuled them, by oppofing to them 
enemies in their own families, as Bedar Bukht to Azim Shaw, and 
Azeem Oofhawn to Shaw Aulum. To the latter he had given the 
advantageous government of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Ori^, from whence he had .riow come with a rich treafure, 


* Beyram Khan, on the death of Humaioon, became regent during the minority of 
Akber, who, at the age of feventeen, not chufing longer to be governed by a fubjeS:, 
tPjplaced-him. „ ■ j, ■, , 

Re%e&r of tjje faith. _ ■ 
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and confiderable armyj and though in- the late battle he had per- 
formed great fervice, yet he was fufpedted by his father, and 
dreaded as a rival : but to relate the caufes would be ufelefs pro- 
lixity. 

* Ruffeli Oolliawn, the private companion and favourite of his 
father, was a prince of quick parts, a great proficient in religious 
learning, a fine writer, and of much knowledge in the law, but at 
the fame time addi6led to pleafure, particularly fond of mufic, and 
the pomp of courtly fiiew. He paid no attention to public affairs, 
or even thofe of his own houfhold. 


* Khojefteh Akhter Jehaun Shaw had the greateft fliare of all the 
princes in the management of affairs, before his father’s acceffion 
to the throne j after which, the whole adminiftration of the empire 
was long influenced by him. He had the clofeft friendfhip and 
conn^^ion by his intereft, was ap- 

pointed vizier. 

When Shaw Aulum had repofed from the fatigues of war, he 
toofcmeafures to reduce Kaum Bukfh, who had aflumed the imperial 
titles in Dekkan. It was not fuppofed that he could make much 
oppofition, but in the opinions of the wife and underftanding 
prejudged, that his behaviour would of itfelf ruin him in that 

Monauim Khan now called together, by attention and confoling 
behaviour, the unfortunate nobility of Azim Shaw, who had 
efcaped from the late battle to different places. Zoolfeccar Khan 
had fled to his father, ’ Aflud Khan, who had the- charge of Azim 

Of happy ftar j king of the woild, ^ , 

^ AjlglicCs LiOHt ' „ ‘ 



Shaw’s baggage in GuaHar. The vmer -had taiieii pains ro con- 
vince his matter, that the ancient nobihty were the pittas of the 
ftate, and that the welfare of the empire dejffinded on their perionsj 
whofe anceftors had held high offices, and acquired influence m 
refpeSt with the people, fo that it was proper and politic to employ 

them. 

As the vizarat had been conferred on Monauim Khan, at his 
requett, tlie moft dignified office of ‘vakeel muttulluk was en. 
tr^ed to Affud Khan, and that of * meer bukfln to his fpn Zool- 
feccar Khan, with the title of Ameet al Amra. The fecond 
bukhfhiflup was conferred on Mcerza ‘ Shawnowaz Khan Suffawee. 
Monauim Khan, mgardlefs of trifles, fubmitted to fit below Aflhd 
Khan in the divans, and to flaew him every refpedt as his luperior 
The sroverament of all Ddjkan was granted to the 


cxcufable, 
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excufable, having only obeyed an heir who fat upon the throne, 
which, as affairs were circumRanced at that time, they could not 
avoid j that, after they had become his friends, * eaten of his fait, 
and made new compass and declarations in addition to their former 
vows of allegiance, they could not in honour abufe his confidence 
by treachery or defertion. He obferved, that the empire of Hin- 
doflan was a ftate not to be kept in order by one or two perfons ; 
that, like the magnificent pavilion of * Soleymaun, many ftrong 
pillars and powerful cords were required to fupport it, and keep it 
on a lafting footing > that the noble families, who from generation, 
to generation had the benefit of experience, a knowledge of the 
cuftoms of the empire and rules of government, were alone fuited 
to high employments j that moft of the prefent nobility had alfo 
held for many years important offices, and acquired wifdom and 
knowledge. He faid, that, if they were not hill entrufted with 
the pofts of gre^eft confidance, there would not reihain a poffibility 

obtaining able fl:atefo»ii 
or goc^ generals. He advifed his majefly to reward amply thofe 
pei’fons who had joined his ftandard from every quarter, and done 
good fervices, agreeable to their merits j but without exalting them 
beyond their abilities, obferving that many of them had only been 
dependants on the princes and nobility, others again only fervants 
to fcyedaurS and governors of towns. Where then could they have 
acquirfed jud^ent in politics and "ISowledge of government^ dig- 
nity of manner, or fortitude to fupport the power of commandi' 
He obferved, that fuch accomplifhments were inherent to noble 
birth and liberal education, the natural cbnfequence of fuch ad- 
vantage; Such \Yas the vizier, of whofe mafler (worthy of him) I 
nOw l^ak. 

* This expjje^en iujpUes a ia the original ^ 

’ According to, Mahwamedan tra*U|iot^ Solompa bad a vcry,A»j»gtuo«s isaVilioa 
made for him by the Genii. ' .> ■ 
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Shaw Aulum was generous and merciful, of a great foul tem- 
pered with, affability, difcerning of merit. He had feen the ftrift 
exercife of power during the reigns of his grandfather and fatho:, 
and been ufed to authority himfeif for the laft fifty years. Time 
received a new luftre from his acceffion, and all ranks of people 
obtained favours equal, if not fuperior, to their merits ; fo that the 
public forgot the excellencies and great qualities of Aulumgeer, 
which became abforbed in the bounties of his fucceifor. Some 
narrow-hearted perfons, however, out of i&griStitude and envy, 
attributed his general liberality to ill-placed extravagance and pro- 
fufion ; but it is a fa6t, that the deferving of every profeffioni and 
worthy of all degrees, » whether among the learned or the eloquent, 
the noble or the ignoble, received an attention from the throne* 
which the eye of time prior to this had never feen, nor had fuch 
been heard of before by the ears of fame. His perfonal qualities 
' and perfeelions, Ipeech is unequal to relate. His valour was fucb, 
that he had refolved on meetiirg Azim Shaw, whofe bravery was 
celebrated, in fingle, combat. His four ions, poflefled of great 
power and coafideraMe force,'^ he fuflfere^ conftlaatly to be near his 
perfon* never giving himfdf a moment’s fulpidon regarding them, 
nor preventing thrir forming connexions with the prime nobility ; 
upon which fubjeX: I, the humbleft of his flaves, once ventured to 
prefent him a petition of a cautionary nature, thinking it my duty, 
as I had often done fo to Aulumgeer. To what I reprefented, he 
wrote a wife and juft reply, which, by God’s permiffion, I will 
one time or other relate. He permitted the fons of thofe princes, 
who had fallen in battle againft him, to appear at all times comr 
..pletely armed in his prefenc©.; , , The infant children he let remain 
unmolefted with their mothers, while thofe arrived at manhood 
daily accompanied him in .the chape, unguarded, and fhared in all 
his diverfions. His court was magnificent to a degree beyond that 
'of Shaw Jehdum ' Seventeen ' princes, his foils, grandfons, and 

^ ; 'nephews* 
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nephews, fat generally round his throne, in the manner following ; 
—On his right hand, Jehaundaur Shaw, his eldeft fon, with his 
three fons, his third fon RufFeh Oofliawn with his three fonr, and 
Bedar Dil, fon to his nephew Bedar Bukht. On his left, Mahum- 
mud Azeem Oofhawn with his two fons,. and-Jehaun Shaw with 
his fon. ' Ali Tibbar, the only furviving fon of Azim Shaw, fat 
on the right hand of Azeem Oofliawn, and a little to the right, 
fomewhat advanced, the two fons of Mahummud Kaum Bukfli. 
Behind the royal princes, on the right, flood the fons of conquered 
fovereigns, as of Secunder Adil Shaw of Beejapore, and Koottub 
Shaw, king of Golconda ; alfo a vaft crowd of the nobility, frolii 
the rank of feven to three thoufand, fuch as were allowed to be on 
the platform between the filver rails. How can I mention every 
particular of the fplendid fcene ? On the * eeds, and other feftivals, 
his.majefty, with his own hands, gave the betel and perfum6s to 
all in his prefence, according to their ranks. gifts : of 

royal. When iff 

drcfled plain and humbly, like a religious, and daily, without fail, 
prayed with many in company. Frequently on holidays and Fri- 
days, when travelling, he would read the prayers himfelf, in the 


* Anglice, Of high defcent. 

® The Mahummedans have two grand eeds or holidays, one at the condufion of 
the ramzaun, iahd .the other on the anniver&iy of the day on which Abraham confented 
to facrifice bis fon. On thefe days, tents are pitched about a mile diftant front the 
city, to which the emperor goes in great ftate to pray, and on his return receives 
prefents from his ameers, on whom he confers honorary drefles according to rank. 
The fame ceremony is obferved in every town, by the governor. At the laft cede, 
after prayers, a camel is facrificed, and a fmall part of it dreffed, and eaten on the fpbt 
by the emperor and his attendants. The cavalcades which I chanced to attend* oh 
each of thefe days, at Luenow and Banaris, were very brilliant, and ferved to give an 
idea of the aftonifhing fplendor which muft have graced thefe in the fiourifliing times 
of the iewiiiire. < It is probable Mr, Zoffani may offer the public a View of thh 
at Luenow,,, chi' the ^ eed irt 17845 as he wsfS |»refen% and ■ 



fate m^erw, . a days 
before Ms difpMcb^' Kaum Bukflb. t6 Beejapore. ^is 

pririce was of an excellent memory, learned, and a pleafing writer, 
pofTeffed of all outward accomplilhments in a high degree ; but 
there was in his mind a flightinefs that approached near to infanity. 
He feldom remained a month in his father’s prefence, but, for fetme 
mifbehaviour, he was reproved, degraded, or confined ; and forae 
a£ts were done by him, to mention which would be unworthy of 
roe, ; ;When he arrived at Beejapore, he immediately proclaimed 
himJeif inthe "k|iootba, an^ ftimck/Colns inMs. wn’^me/ What 
. , .... v. / - . follies 

* Anecdotes and maxifri% of ib,e prophet., .. ; 

, ‘ The khoGtba is a form of prayer, in which the fouJs ,&f.all «iepaEte4.p^tmfchs and 
are firft prayed for, beginning with Adam, and ending with Mahumpiud. 
reigning family’s anceftofs' are then recommended to mercy, and the 
^ , whob 


grand .t^t of S|udi^®j repeat portions of the Koraun with a 
tgne and fw?etnefs which captivate the moft eloquent Arabians., 
H&ti^yeif:; ;^®Xt>l:ions of tfie latter part of the night, and 

freaquendy employed the whole in prayer. In the early part of the 
evening, he had generally an aJTembly of the reli^ous, or iearnecf 
men.. He himfelf related ’traditions, in the number of which he 
excelled, as well as in a knowledge of the holy laws. He had ex- 
plored the different opinions of all fefts, read the works of all 
free-thinkers, and was well acquainted with the hypothefes of each. 
On this account, fome over-ftrid devotees accufed him of hetero- 
doxy in, his religjqus opinions, through mere envy of his fuperior 
abilities', I heard moft of his tenets, and lamented the infolence 
of,, Ms vain critics j for it was as clear as the fun, how juft and 
orthodox he was in his opinions on religious points. But how can 
I enumerate all his perfeftions 1 It would fill volumes to recite but 
a fmall part ; therefore I fhall defift, and now relate, as briefiy as 
poffible, the expedition of his majefty to Dekkan, againft the 
death-devoted Kaum Bukfh. 



WKXf:. 


Notwithftanding thefe blots in his character, as he was a Ion of 
Aulumgeer, and that part of the empire had been given to him, at 
firft moft of the chiefs of Dekkan, whether Muffulmauns or Hin- 


whole concludes with a ptayer for the profperlty of the monarch on the throne, and the 
welfare of his fubjcSs. It is read every Friday in the mi 2 ^id jamee, or grand mofque 
of all towns^ and on the eeds or grand feftivals, - 

® Two great hdik, mentioned in 0ie Koraun* ^ * 

Ha - doos. 


follies was he not guilty of, from the madnefs of his mind, and 
the confidence he put in lying vifionaries ! Thefe wretches ■ had 
hailed each of the princes with a prophecy of fuccelTion to the 
throne, fwearing they had converfations in their reveries with God, 
his prophet, and the pious faints, who Jiad promifed their affift- 
ance, fo that human force was unneceflary. They afliired Kaum 
Bukfli, that hfe need not levy any troops for his fupporti for, 
though an enemy fliould march againfl him with all the myriads 
of * Toor and Sullum, they would not dare to face his fight, much 
lefs engage in battle. Flattered by this, and impelled by madnefs, 
the weak youth regarded himfelf as emperor, and invincible in his 
fingle perfon j to prove which, he would often relate, in a raving 
manner, ftrange prognoftics and divine greetings fhewn to himfelf. 
His prophets having told him, that his eldefl; fon would alfo one 
time become emperor, he became jealous of the innocent child, 
and frequently meditated to put hifii to, d^th, ' but was withheld 
ffoih 'th&t ‘ AUltimg^r : howe'^tr'K® 

kept him conftantly in confinement, miferably clothed, and worle 
fed than the fon of a wretched beggar, which was worfe than death. 
From the fame caufe, on ill-placed fufpicioris, he inflicled tortures 
and uncommon punifliments on the ladies of his haram, putting 
many of them privately to death. To his fervants, companions, 
and confidants, he. often behaved with outrageous cruelty, doing 
fuch a£ts to t&rii as before eye ne#ef law, nor ear had heard. 
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dpps, crowd^ to Ms ftandard, and the Imperial ofHeers, as Syef 
Kl^ap;, llppftiiro pil Rhan, and others of all ranks, joined in ac- 
k^owled^g him emperor. Leaving his fofter-brother, Meer 
Huilimg, a debauched youth of neither birth or merit, at Begapore 
as governor, he marched hirafelf to Hyderabad, then commanded 
by RooHum Dil Khan, v/ho had fucceeded liis father, * Jan-fippar 
Khan, by Aulumgeer’s orders, in that government. In this pro- 
vince he reduced fome powerful zemindars to his obedience, and 
diiplaced others. 




* Ghazee ad Dien I^an B^a^ Firojfe Jung, who had acquired 
a mofl: powerfuj influy^nce in peP:a®, was chief of the Tooranee 
and ke^t on foot a great army, had withdrawn himfelf 
from Azim Shaw. H? was alfo much in dread of Shaw Aulum’s 
refentment, he having advifed that prince’s being confined, when 
Aulumgeer was before Golconda. The late emperor had ftre- 
nuoufly endeavoured to attach the Tooranees to Kaum Bukfh, and 
for this purpofe ha/j appointed for that prince’s preceptor, Syed 

tfeeip Wth.thc proteftion of his 
perfpn i |ut 'fqcfi.^^ thg temper of t^p unhappy prfoce, that at a 
time tikgthis, whe^i'he clainx^d. the throne, and, favourably for 
his caufe, Ghazee ad Dien Khan dreaded Shaw Aulum, he could 
not make him his friend : on the contrary, he did many afts to 
difpleafe him, and excite his alarrns. This chief was an able ftatef- 
man of long expeiience, who, though blind of fight, could clearly 
perceive the mind of r^n^s, wh^teyejr w^s he might 

have to enjoy the .honour of making mi emperor, yet he foon faw 
the follies, of Kaum Bukft», .and dedined his capfci as ruinous and 


„■ Anglke, Lffe-rcfigmng* ■ 

^ ApgUcpj,, Charhpton of the faltli j': valiant and. fortunate in war ^ 

■ S'"""""" ■■ 


-‘v r- ‘ • 


lofo 




MOGUL EMPIRE. 

loft. In a fiiort time too, the chief zemindars of Dekkan, who 
had in general joined his ftandard, dilpleafed at his conduct and 
heedlefs fhedding of human blood, his inconftancy of mind and 
breach of treaties, left him, and retired to their own countries, 
where they took care to fecure themHves, till the difputes for the 
throne ftiould be decided. < 


Thus, though the pretenfions of Kaum Bukfh were of no great 
importance, yet he was a fon of Aulumgeer, and claimed a right to 
the empire. The behaviour of Ghazee ad Dien Khan alfo de- 
manded' confideration. 'Ajeet Sing, hereditary zemindar of Jode- 
pore, and Jey Sing, of Ambeer, did not fliew that obedience and 
refpecft to the throne which had been obferved by their anceftors, 
and meditated rebellion. All thefe circumftances made his majefty 
refolve on marching to Dekkan. The * khan khanan opened a 
correlpondence with Ghazee ad. DieaKhan, to whom he gave much 
confolaticai -and friendly advice. That ex- 

perienced ftatefman, opening his eyes on the vicifEtudes of life, 
faw it, was his intereft, if his majefty would forget the paft, and 
not moleft him in his fortune, to bend his head in fubmiftion, and 
retire from bufinefs to a life of devotion. His only fon, ’ Cheenu 
KooHch Khan, had long dilagreed with him, and his brother, 
Hamid Khan, wiiom he had appointed Hs deputy in command 
of the troops, had feparated fromf Mm, and gone over to the pre- 
fence. The Tooran chiefs of his houfliold ahb,. when they law 
his fortunes on the decline, had left his fervice. All thefe events 


* Sob of the celebrated Jeffwunt Sing, %vho a<9:e(I fo capital a part m the. competi* 
tloBS of Aulumgeer and his 'brothers. 

^ Lord of Lords. Monaulm Khan is meant by this title, 'which he received frdrp. 

Shaw Aulum. ' ' ■ 

Anglice,' Sword-drawing', lord/ He 'Was afterwards famous' to 
^ Anglice, Affifting. ' , - , /’ 
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■made, him glad , to embrace the promifes of the minifter, and thank- 
fully accept the. foubadacy of Ahmedabad Guzarat. He accord- 
ingly crofled the Nerbudda, 'atid left Dekkan without trouble, but 
his fears prevented his coming to the court. He had not been in 
that of Aulumgeer fince.his lofs of fight, .which that generous and 
forgiving prince, out of regard to his former fervices, and from 
motives of policy, had excufed, 

Shaw Aulum began his march to Dekkan with an ,army fuperior 
-to that of any of the former emperors, and a fplendor till now 
unfeen, having in his train , all the princes, and a great cOncourfe 
of nobility Of every rank. The prudent and able Monauim Khan 
took fuch meafures for the fupplies of this mighty force, exceeding 
Aulumgeer's by an hundred thoufand men, that the emperor had 
no trouble or difficulty, though only in the beginning of his reign, 
when the revenues of the provinces had not yet been received, nor 
'relpedt for the throne been properly imprefled in different quarters. 
When his majefty had arrived at Aurungabad, before he would 
afeaj^e..tp5icard|:lfydembadi.|w^e Bukfh then 

was, he ’w.sote. 3akn letters and friendly admonitions, to 

this effeO: :r— Our ever-honoured father refigned to you only 
“ Eeejapore; but we give you, in addition, Hyderabad. Thefe 
“ two extenlive countries, long famous for their great kings, pro- 
“ ducing a revenue more than half of Hindoftan, we leave to you, 
“ without interference or reludlance, and ftiall efteem you dearer 
“ than our own children. Think not then of contention, nor 
cQnfent to fhed the blood of the faithful, nor diilurb the repofe 
** of ^ our government. If you giyg th? ear of acceptance to this 
advice, we will farther confer upon you the hizamut of Dekkan, 
“ if agreeable to you j ani', after vifiting the facred tomb of our 
father, we will return to Hindoftan.” 
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There was no treachery or deceit in this generous offer, for 
Shaw Aulum always ihewed tendernefs, liberality and affeftion, in 
his condu6: to his brothers. Kaum Bukfh, weak and felf- conceited 
as a child, bent on error, paid not the fmalleft attention to his 
brother, and continued to add frefh affronts to his authority. 
Rooftum Dil Khan, Syef Khan of the Imperial fervants, and others 
of no family or note, on whom he had bellowed titles of nobility, 
with about twenty thoufand horfe and foot, were now with him, 
but, difgufted at his behaviour, meditated opportunities to quit 
him. Monauim Khan, with his ufual prudence, had fent them 
letters, affuring them of the emperor’s forgivenefs and favour j fb 
that all, even to Meer Mullung, Kaum Bukfli’s fofter-brother, had 
refolved to come over, and embrace his protedlion ; but the prince, 
fufpeding their intentions, put to death Rooftum Dil Khan, Syef 
Khan, and Meer Mullung, and plundered their families of all they 
poffeffed, on the fame day, and in the lame place. He had after 
this no officer, of cc>n,jr|qpgn,ce with him>j: 'and: his treafure being^ 
expended, att’liis lifelofs delerted, except about ten thoufand of the 
worft Dekkan horfe, and his fmall artillery j yet he ftill refolved to 
hazard a battle. When Shaw Aulum arrived within twelve cofs of 
Hyderabad, the unfortunate Kaum Buklh loft daily his followers in. 
crowds, and moft of the zemindars of Dekkan retired to their homes ; 
while the' remainder mutinied for arrears, and hourly threatened 
to plunder his effeClL Will it be believed, . that he yet determined 
to refill, and expefted victory ? He even quitted the afylum of the 
city walls, and encamped upon a plain about the diftance of three 
cofs, with his fmall force, within fight of the emperor’s army 3 fo 
great was his entliafiaftic belief in the prophecies of his deceiving, 
and perhaps felf-deceived, devotees. . r , ' 


Shaw Aulum, from companion to his brother, and the liope o£ 
yet reducing him by gentle means, would not permit his troops 
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The eaptive prince was conveyed immediately to the Imperial 
tents, and being laid upon a bed in the * tufhbeh khaneh, near the 
private apartments, was vifited by his brother, the emperor, who 
endeavoured to comfort him by every exprelEon of affedlionate 
concern. The phyficians and furgeons alfo attended, but he would 
notJsdlow his wounds tobedfeffed, though earneftly entreated by 
his majefty and his fons. He ipe^ btit Strife j but when the prince 
RufFeh Oolhawn tenderly alk^, why he had refufed offers of 


* An^patoiy, where prajers arc faid, 


:a.h. 

■|A.C. 


1120 . 

1708. 


M EM OIRS OF THE 

attack } but Katim Bukffi interpreted the inadlivity of the Imperial 
army into fear, from his belief that the prophecies in his favour 
vieie now on the point of aecomplifliment j for he had been affured 
by viiionaries, that, though alone, mighty hofts would never pre- 
vail again ft him. Accordingly, though deferted by almoft all his 
followers, he yet obftinately refufed to pay allegiance to his brother. 
At length the. ameer al arara Zoolfeccar Khan, who had a keen 
enmity againft the mifguided prince, and wifhed to liaew his zeal 
for his new patron^ refolved to feize him. He accordingly obtained 
leave to march, undejr the pretence of reconnoitring the enemy, 
and moved towards him with his own followers, a divifion from 
the troops of Monauim Khan, and a body of Mharattas under the 
chief Neema Sindia. The unfortunate prince prepared to with- 
ftand fuch fuperior force j but, being charged at once on all fides, 
was inftantly deferted by all his followers, except a few perfonal 
attendants. Notwithftanding this, he continued, as long as he 
had ftrength, to ufe his bow and arrows from his elephant, till at 
length he funk down on his feat, through lofs of blood from feveral 
wounds. He was then taken prifbner by Daopd Khdn, and carried 
tb'tSs prince'Jehaoft-'^-s^'-'whoi' hiS'l^tei’erss hM ftood at. 
foh»’:dift2m€e dUi^' tiSs extradrdiri^^. 
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iavonr, he replied, “ His majefty was very gracious; but how 
could I fubmit to meet him in any other way than this ? ” 
Upon Jehaun Shaw’s repeating the queftion, he exclaimed, " I have 
“ done wrong; do not you follow my example!” One of the 
princes aflcing him if he had more than a thoufand followers when 
taken, he angrily anfwered, “ No ; but had there been lefs than 
“ five hundred, I could with equal eafe have brought myfelf here.” 
He then turned to the emperor, and faid, “ There are, in a calket 
upon my elephant, fome jewels of our father and my own, of 
“ which I beg your majefty’s acceptance.” After this he grew 
faint, and languilhed in filence, without uttering a fingle groan, 
till nine at night, when he refigned his foul to the Creator of life. 
We are from God, and to God we mufl: return. 



When Shaw Aulum had thus fuccefsfully concluded the war 
with his brother, he did not chufe to remain longer in Dekkan, 
thpilgh thefirfakrs of that country required much arrangement, to 
infure its future dependance on" the empire. Perhaps he dreaded 
the fate of his father, who, after, the redudlion of Beejapore, Hy- 
derabad, and the taking of Sambah, remained to finifii fome objedls 
which then appeared eafily attainable, but afterwards extended in 
fuch a chain, that he could not quit Dekkan. for the remainder of 
his life. He had often lamented this necefiity, and the relaxation 
which his abfence occafioned in the government of Hindoftan ; 
and would frequently fay to his confidants in private, “ My difloyal 
“ fubjefts have impofed upon me this play-thing, that they may 
“ enjoy commands and honours.” But I am wandering from my 
fubjeft. Shaw Aulum, in the height of the rains, began his march 
from Hyderabad, leaving as deputy-governor of Dekkan, Daood 
Khan Punnee, a native of the country, and a nobleman of great 
military fame. When he recrofled the Nerbudda, it was intended 
to employ all the powers of government to fettle, iif a proper 

I manner. 
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manner, the Rajapoote countries, which had been difafFefted ever 
fincQ die acceffion of Aulnmgeer ; whoi though offended at the 
behaviour of the rajas Ajeet Sing and Jey Sing, over whofe terri- 
tories he had appdinted Imperial governors, yet was not able, from 
the wars in Dekkan, to punifh them effectually. They had indeed 
vifited Shaw Aulum, but had left his camp without permiffion, and 
now openly fliewed their defigns to ftruggle for independence, in 
clofe alliance with each other j to bind which, Jey Sing had efpoufed 
the daughter of Ajeet Sing. At this crifis, intelligence arrived that 
the ‘ Siks had rifen in rebellion. This feCt of infidels, known alfo 
by the names of Nahnukkea andGooroh, had long been eftablifhed 
in the foubah of Lahore, by a teacher ftyled Nannuk. Of his de- 
fendants was the prefent chief, to whom had flocked great crowds 
of all ranks, refigning to his difpofal, with blind fidelity, their lives 
and properties. Thus fupported, he excited fedition, and took 
arms to extend his errors, and overturn the bafis of the true faith. 
He engaged Vizier Khan, the fojedaur of ^Sirhind, who was killed 
in the aCtion, with numbers of his followers j after which the 
gopi;t)h^poftffed:himfif;ofthf t|oiy-n.b| Sijrhii^^.-.andi many diftrifts 
of L)<>apb,;.aiS Itr as ,5 Boreah, Saamppore,, Shawdourah, on 
bpth b4ni^s,of she riyet Jumnah, where he committed unlimited 
exceffea, razing all public edifices, as mofques, colleges, maulb- 
leums, and palaces, killing or taking prifoners the faithful of every 
age and fex, aiKf plundering with the mofl: cruel feverity. The 
oppreffions of thefe wretches were every day increafing, and there 
was no nobleman daring enough to march from Dhely againft them. 
Afoph ad Dowlah Affud Khan, who governed that capital, fliewing 


* They now pofiefs the provinces of Lahore^ Multan^ and part of Dhely, plunder^ 
ing as far fouth annually as Rohilci^nd, 

^ A confiderable town, about fifty cofs N. of Dhely, 

^ Thefe diftriOis are now held by Zabtah Khan, a Rohilla chief, who however pays 
$ fell^ute to ty Siks, and' it. is fald has .entered into their fed» ^ 

^ ' great 



great figns of fear, the inhabitants were alarmed, and began to jdy, 
with their families and effedls, towards the eaftern provinces, for 
fiielter from the impending firorm. All this being reprefented to 
the emperor, in the higheft colours, his rnajefty thought it bell to 
march in pcrfon againft the infurgents : for this reafon, he refolved 
for the prefent to lay alide the defign of totally expelling the raja- 
pootes, and to confirm their allegiance, by winking at their of- 
fences, till a more convenient opportunity 'of punifhment. Thefe 
zemindars had, for generations, been ufed to obey, and had not, 
in fa£l, either fortitude or ability to oppole openly the emperor of 
Hindoftan, whofe appearance againft them in arms would have 
been fufficient to curb tlleir infolence j but the khankhanan, alarmed 
at the infurreflion of the Siks, did not properly refledl on that 
circumftance, and defcended to ftiew the rajapootes fuch favours as 
were inconfiftent with good policy, as well as the dignity of the 
fovereign : but he was not alone to blame, as there were other 
ageiitain th|^ p conftantly intriguing 

againft each other, to obtain influence in the management of public 
affairs, which occafioned much delay and confufion in bufinefs, fo 
that the khankhanan thought it happy to fteer his veflel fafe through 
four fuch 'great feas j and could not a£l fo independently for the 
public good as he wiftied, being obliged to attend to the capricious 
interefts of others, among which he found it difficult to preferve 
his own. Among the remarkable occurrences of the expedition 
into Dekkan, was the decline of Jehaun Shaw’s influence with his 
father, and the rife of that of Azeem Oolhawn, of whom till now 
the emperor had ever been fufpicious. The prince Jehaun Shaw, 
was of haughty and independent fpirit, ready to take fire on the 
fmalleft negledl. This, with the behaviour of his fervants, alarmed 
and difpleafed the khankhanan, who, for his own fafety, watched 


Meaning the power and influence of the four princes^ 
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an opportunity to deftroy his influence in public affairs : a talk of 
no great difficulty, to one well acquainted with the difpofition of 
Shaw Aulum, almoft equally warm with his fon, who had more 
than once difpleafed him by his behaviour, fo that he had exprefled 
to him his diffatisfadtion. The prince, upon this, thought to 
prove his difintereftednefs and independence, by negledling to fre- 
quent the durbar, and engage in bufinefs as ufual. AzeemOofhawn, 
who had reaped experience in office, and was well verfed in the 
intrigues of a court, perceiving cooinefs taking place between Je- 
haun Shaw and the khankhanan, paid fo much flattering attention 
to the latter, that by degrees he gained his confidence. This gave 
ffill more offence to Jehaun Shaw, who had too much pride to 
expoftulate, but negledled the minifler in return. He foon after 
ffell fick, and his indifpofition continuing a long time, gave Azeem 
Opftiawn ample opportunity of acquiring influence over Shaw 
Aulum, and the favourites whom his majefty trufted with the 
fulleft confidence j while he continued to be pleafed with them, but, 
on thefmailefl; difguft, or in their fhorteft abfeiice, he forgot them 
altogetlier. /;v -..v , , '■ 


Azeem Oofhawn having thus gained the credit he aimed at with 
his father and the minifter, employed it in fbftening the rigour of 
government agaiiift tliofe who laboured under its difpleafure; 
thinking that, thus obliged by his mediation, they would readily 
return his favours, by embracing his caufe, whenever the death of 
his father fhould give him a claim to the empire. It was from this 
hope, that he advifed indulgence to the refra6lory rajas, and con- 
defcended to repair to their camp, and condufl them from thence 
to his father, permitting them to be accompanied by all their troops 
armed. Such unufual indulgence was far from anfwering the end 
expefted by the prince, who ffiould have feen, that it could only 
, tend to difplay publickly the fears of government, and confequently 
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mnft reflefl dilhonour on its advifer, and render him weak in the 
eyes even of thofe to whom fuch uncommon honours were allowed. 
In fhortj the two rajas, attended by all their followers, paid their 
rerpeffs to his majefty on the line of march, were gratified with his 
aflent to whatever their infolence demanded, and difmifled to their 
homes with rich prefents and aflurances of favour. 


When this affair was finiftied, the emperor marched without 
delay towards Lahore, not even ftopping to make an entrance either • 
at Agra or Dhely. In a lliort time he arrived at Sirhind, which 
the rebels deferted on his approach, and retired to ' Daber, the 
original refidence of their goorroh or chief, where they fortified 
themfelves as ftrongly as poflible. Though this infurredion was 
not of fuch importance as to difturb the general repofe of the 
empire, yet his majefty, defender of the faith,, hearing that the malice 
of the rebels was direfted at religion, thought it his duty to go againft 
thern in, the Example of Aulumgeer,.^ who, 

in the latter part of his reign, appeared at the fiege of every fort 
belonging to unbelievers ; otherwife, what ability had a wretched 
and infatuated rabble to dare the prefence of fuch a glorious 
monarch ? The exertions of one of the principal ameers, or, at all 
events, of the princes, would have been equal to the extinction of 
the rebellion, and explofion of the fchifm. 


The imperial army foon , arrived within fight of the goorroh’s 
camp, which lay round the walls of Daber on difterent heights, 
commanding the psflcs to that fortrefs, .fituated on a fummit, fur- 
rounded by hollows, craggy rocks, and deep paths. ShawAulum 
had refolved to lie inactive before the enemy for fome time^ in- 
hopes by this to render them confident, and tempt them to an 


At the entrance of the Sewalic mountains, which conned Hindoftan with Thibet, 

engagement 



engagement j on whkli account he iffued pofitive orders to the 
princes and ali tlie ameers, not to advance nearer the goorroli’s 
lines on any pretence, however' favourable. Some days paffed in 
inadtivity, when at length the khankhanan entreated permiffion of 
liis majefty to advance, with his own followers, to reconnoitre the 
enemy’s pofition ; which was granted, on condition that he ftionld 
not commence an attack without further orders from the prefence. 
However, when he had arrived within fhot of their lines, the 
enemy began a warm cannonade from their works, while bodies of 
their infantry on the heights galled him with rockets, mufquetrj', 
and arrows. His foldiers, enraged, were not now to be reftrained ; 
and the khankhanan, more jealous of his military fame than fearful 
•of the emperor’s difplcafure, ventured for once to difobey, by giving 
diredHons to attack. He difmounted from his horfe, and led his 
brave troops on foot up the moft difficult heights, driving the 
rebels from them with the greateft rapidity and fuccefs. This 
feene paffing within fight of the royal camp, the chiefs and foldiers, 
emulous of glory, waited not for orders, but haftened to join the 
attack in great nutsliers ; while the emperor and the four princes 
■ viewed'the-fi^t'foom' the -fiiuar^ their erfcamphienfSi- with a 
roixtme c^r anger and fatisfaftio^ At laft the enemy were driven 
from all their 'Works, to the narrow fummit round the fort of 
Daber, where they continued to defend themfclves in a defperate 
manner, but without even the hope of efcape from general 
fiaughter j when night coming on, rendered friends and foes undif- 
tinguifiiable to each other. The khankhanan, fure of having the 
goorroh in his power, gave orders for his troops to ceafe the attack, 
and Ife upon their arms in their prefent pofition, till the morning 
fhould enable him to finifti it with fuccefs.^ He had, however, 
unluckily neglefted to block up a narrow path leading from the 
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pofted. The goorroh, a man of great art, generally appeared in 
the drefs and fplendor of a prince, when he wiflied to be public j 
but, if occafion required privacy, he difguifed himfelf in the habit 
of ' a jogie or fynaflee, in fuch a manner, that few, even among 
his own people, could know him. During the night, he, without 
acquainting his followers of his intentions, changed his habit, and 
left the fort undifcovered. The khankhanan, about dawn, re- 
newed the attack, and gained the place, after a fhort ftruggle, 
fword in hand, exulting in the certainty of carrying the goorroh 
dead or alive to the emperor, whofe difpleafure at his difobedience 
of orders, would by this fervice be^ changed to approbation : but 
who can relate his weight of grief and difappointment, at finding 
tliat his promifed prize had efcaped, without leaving a trace behind 
him r The goorroh's fpeed of foot was uncommon, and he only 
acquainted with the paths and mazes through the hills that led to 
the fnowy mountains^ which he had marked for fhelter. The 
khankhanan almoft the ufe of his faculties, 
which were abforbed in dread of the emperor’s anger, not without 
reafon. As he v.’as, agreeable to cuftom after an important vic- 
tory, beating the march of triumph in his way to the royal tents, 
orders arrived, commanding him to flop the drums, and not dare 
to enter the prefence> He retired, drowned in defpair, to his own 
tents; where he had the cruel mortification of learning every 
inflant, from meffengers, that his enemies exulted in his fall from 
favour, and openly condemned his condudl with malicious zfeal in 
the prefence of his majefty, who was highly enraged againil him. 
But though this did not continue long, and Shaw Aulum, regard- 
ing his former fervices, received him again into favour, after a few 
days, yet this noble and faithful minifler never recovered from the 
effeds of the royal ingratitude. This grief, added to the paiu -he 

. * S'eds of faKeers, or religious' itieaSicaiits.' ■ ' 

felt 



Mt at feeing three of the princes and the ameer al .amra nfing all 
arts to complete his ruin, iluck like a poifoned arrow in his breaft. 

loft all: fatisfaflion from woHdly enjoyments, the emptinefs of 
which he now fo fully experienced, and from the day of his difgrace 
declined in his health ; fo that not long after he was reduced to 
keep his bed, where he lingered a few days, and then refigned his 
foul to the angel of death ; who never, in the uncounted ages of 
his office, feized on a foul more pure, or lefs defiled with the frail- 
ties of human nature. . * 





iftarted up, and retired, with fuch precipitation, that he ftmck the 
turban from his head againft the door of the tent, forgot his flip- 
pers at the entrance, and fell down over the ropes. Being aflifted 
to rife and adjufl; his drefs by his fervants, who were aftoniflied at 
-his ftrange aftions and appearance, he rode off to his tents with 
all the fpeed and hurry poffible. This occafioned much alarm in 
the camp, and I, among many others, haftened towards the ‘dur- 
bar. I met the prince, with his attendants, pufhing on his elephant 
with frantic hafte ; upon obfervihg which, I endeavoured to pals 
unobferved ; but he knew me, and fent a meffenger to call me to 
him. As I had previoufly attached myfelf to Azeem Oofliawn, I 
did not obey the mandate, but pafled on to the emperor’s tents, 
where I fat down in the guard-room of *Mahabut Khan, third 
bukflii, which was clofe to that of the ameer al amra, who did 
duty there in perfon. He fent for me, and I found with him 
Mirza Shaw-nowaz Khan Suffawee. I had before intereftad my- 
diblf, at “in- brining' about’ a coimedtidrf Ifetweert 

Azeem Oofliawn and the ameer al amra j for which purpofe I had 
employed Shekh ^ Coodderut Oolla as a meflenger, and fometimes 
my grandfon, Einaiut Oolia. The, ameer al amra now defired 
me to fend the latter to Azeem Oolhawn, to alk him how he could 
ferve him on the prefent occafion. I fent him, but he returned 
with a reply laconic and flight, as if from a nobleman of high rank 
to the commander of an hundred. , i It was. written in Shekh Coo- 
derut Oolla’s (confidant to the prince.) own hand, as follows : “ As 
“ the Imperial fervants can know no place of fupport hut this 
“ court, and moft: have already repaired to it, the ameer al amra 
“ may alfo pay his duty, with alfurance of a gracious reception. 


* The court of the emperor, or any other perfon in high authority, 

* Anglice, Commanding awe* 

^ Anglice, Providence of God* 

* GiftWOod. ' ' ■ ' . .i . • 
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“ in the prefcnce.” When the ameer al amra read this, he 
teats* and laid, tq mp, #ith much emotion, “ You fee the manners 
the |Ji^ce and, his advifers I Whatever is the will of God, 
muft tsks place. Jclasiithehrrors df a favourite, unacquaiaM 
“ with government, often endanger the very exiftcnce of his 
maftcf. When fortune frowns on any one, he is fure to do 
“ that which he fliould not.” After laying this, he immediately 
quitted the guard-room, col|e 6 :ed his, followers, and moved, 
tents and elFedls to the quarter of the prince iMok ad Dkn, where 
he thought his fervkes more likely to . anfwer his own mtereft. 




i' i,l4. 


. The cai^fWas Ih di%ofed,L that tfe teut§ of the emperor were 
jpMhediSteftg ©he' haiik't^ the river, and on the other oppolite, 
Ihofe. of the prince Azeem Qolliawn, at a confiderabie diftance 
from the ’ city. The three other princes were encamped nearer to 
it, but Moiz ad Dien almoft clofe to the walls, and the greateft 
part of his train occupied the houfes of the neareft ftreets. The 
InEuience, riches and power of Azeem Ooftiawn, had long raifed 

had, for 

Toiwedis4Tcora^>ldi:‘, to'.;is|^'brt,d4fohj.-iother. 
Tfsecstwfewi:rf,a*nihiij®d::fQfBaE 3 f|y'-fe^ at Azeem Oolhawn, 

Ehankhanan and MahabutKhan j from 
alteimately RulFeh Oolhawn and Jehaiin 
JSha,W« Oh this ojrealion, he fwore to affift the three brothecs in 
effecting tfie deftruSHon of Azeem Ooftiawn, and makeanequiri 
divifKMi' of the empire and- royal treafures among them. 


. 1 - ? 


' ’Jimm Golhawu,r/alisaj%\4iii^li^^ of, the |fn|^rial camp, 
treafury and jewels, had alfo a vaft treafure of his own; Moll of 
the principal ha(4j#^a€d han, .with their followers 5 allb 


* Labore, fituatcd on tJss-rw^ !Rawee, about 300 miles N. ef l^h^p ■ 
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tk6 royal artillery. He had, befides, a very confiderable army in. 
Ms own' pay ; fo that his brothers, though all leagued againft him, 
■would have formed but a weak enemy, if he had immediately at- 
tacked them. But he adled otherwife : he encamped on the plain, . 
keeping the river to his rear, and began to throw up works to 
defend himfelf, inftead of coiarting a general aftion. Probably 
this proceeded from tendernefs to his brothers, who he thought 
would in a few days be deferted by their troops, for want of pay, 
as they poffeffed little or no money ; and that they would either 
willingly acknowledge him emperor, to obtain fettlements, or be 
delivered into his hands by fome of their pretended friends, to gain 
his favour. * 


While he thus flattered himfelf with an eafy conqueft, the three 
Brothers, by the advice of the ameer al amtd, drew all the artillery 
from the fort of Lahore, and encamped th^r ufSfed -forces iii one* 

eneamp&l near Mahabut Khan, who immediately, on learning that 
the ameer al amra had attached himfelf to Moia ad Dien, fearing to 
be plundered by his troops, loft: no time in moving off with his 
family and effefts to Azeem Oofliawn, leaving his tents and tem- 
porary buildings ftanding. No fooner was he gone, than the 
rabble took poileffion of his camp, which they let on fire, and 
levelled in an inftant with the ground. As, on many accounts, I 
had refolved to embrace the fortunes of Azeem Ooftiawn, I vyoqld 
have gone w'kb'htm j bdt tHd camp being a ftanding one/ f liad 
rieglefted my tents, parted with my carriages, and eredfed tempo- 
rary Iheds for my family, fo that I was obliged to remam in ^an' 
alarming fituation, alraoft alone, for four days. I wifhed to fend 
to my houfe in'the city j but tbe road to it Jed thrOii|tf 
the allied armies, where it was probable they might be infulted or 
plundered, Qn the fifth day^' I was fears, as a ftrong 

K 2 efcort 



efcort came from tbe prince Azeem Oofliawn to conduct to Iiir» 
Shaw-nowaz Khan, Hurameed ad Dien Khan, and feme other 
noblemen, who waited for this fecurity to join him. With them I- 
reached his camp in fafety, where I happily got pofleffion of a, 
fquare walled about, but without any covering or fliade : yet even 
this was as a palace at the time, as it ferved to proteft my women, 
arid family. I now paid my refpedls to the prince, who received 
me gracioufly, conferred upon me many favours, and confulted me 
on all important occafions. Pecuniary rewards, and titles far 
above ray pmbition, were allotted for me# and , getting ready to. 
pafs. the feals ; at the fame time, pirdera jwere difpatched tp Ipipmon, 
my fon, ‘ Hofhe-dar Khan, to the prefence, from which he had 
been detached fome time before on aftual fervice, with a feleft 
force ; and, to pay him, a large fum of money was fent to me. 
I refufed it, however, as I had not people to fecufe its fafety ; and; 
requefted alfo, that the rank of five thoufand, and title ; jAzin^ 
Khan, which was preparing for me, might not be confirmed, tUl 
the prince ftiould become vi6lorious over his enemies, as I had 
vow nqtj,tb;:rp£tivc thfm ftd' ^;|^y^ed on the 
thrQSRp’,of'iempire.'jr^ perceived m^Mspweah polices, and 

his caufe; and faw the burning, 
to deftroy the feafon of Ipringj ^.s^the 
cxpefiqnsced hulbahtiman can judge of his harvefts from the changes^ 
of the atmbfphere. • ■ ' 


Whea Aze^ni,Qaihawn had intrenched himfelf, jind the three 
brothers begam their approachys to his works on ©sresy fide,, his 
ope*-ations became hjgMy bl^e^e ip the ^es pl^fhe nobility and 
officers, of experience.' * It apj«ared to that the fui^rior 

force dreaded the infetioir and that thofe who ppght to the. 


widi judgment*. 


befiegers^ 



i" €)E the fiftk day, Azeem Oofhawn moved from his camp , in* 
order of battle, and his Ion, the prince ' Mahummud KS^fefemi 
though commander of the advanced corps, was with himj inftead 
of being difpatched in front, agreeably to the tifual difpofition of 
thef&e. This was ordered, left, as the enemy were formed intO' 
one irpifit gain an advantage over, him, and anoihec- 


intercept 



intercept his retreat to the grand line, hefore he could receive’ 
proper affiftance. Such was the confufion in forming the troops, 
that the artillery was quite ufelefsly difpofed, and many pieces, de- 
ferted by the men, lay overturned on the ground ; while fome of 
the chief officers were by their followers left almoft alone, on their . 
elephants, before the adtion began. Soleyman Khan Afghan firft 
advanced to charge the divifion.of Jehaun Shaw, but he was fup- 
ported by fb few of his followers, that he could effedt nothing, and 
was killed in the onfet, before he had reached the enemy’s poll., 
Jehaun Shaw moved fteadily, in flow ’order, towards Azeem, 
Oofhawn, wdiofe te«|fkd troo|jgtlleg^ ffill back from arouad 
him* TI|ef mifccsl&Jufed, hut truly brave prince, when he faw, 
has fertMe llms unffivourable, though he might have faved himfelf, 
by mounting a horfe and flying from the field, yet fcomed to owe 
his fecurity to diflionour, and would not move from his elephant, 
but advanced almoft alone towards Jehaun Shaw. This ^ion,l 
and fubmitting to be facrificed, was one and the fame. His ele- 
phant driver wj^ kitted in the inftant, and the few till then remain-. 

many 

.driver, and furious,: 

vwiE\|)^v'tot‘ilabtugk‘ftieb^ .whopurfued him in vain for 
ffime heara, 'tn that time the unfortunate prince died of. 

fatigue and lofs of blood Sultaun Mahummud Kerreem, Ms 
in the height of the confufion, threw himfelf without , hurt 
f|0» Ms elephantj. ihounting a horfe broughf Mm by an 

efeaped fiosi the field of battle j but only to fufler, flbprtly 
afte^'V|;worfe fats' .. , 


• Ameen adDicftSumbifllee tfefc 3^kc,' kM 

.^yas Ai:owned, / ■ , 
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tt happened that, at the beginning of, the adion, the three princes 
were drawn np nearly oppofite that part of the camp where I 
unfortunately had placed my family in a wretched fquare, to which 
the enemy advanced flill nearer, as the battle raged, and our troops 
began to fly. Mahabut Khan, Hummeed ad Dkn, and other 
lords, had in the beginning fent their families acrols the river to 
places of fafety, which precaution I was prevented from ufing, by 
being attmdaht cm Azeem Oofliawn's perfon in the line. The 
river was about a rocket’s flight from the fquare inclofure, and 
upon the rout of our line, Khan Zummaun, my friend, advifed 
me, while the enemy’s troops were yet employed in fight, to cc«i- 
dudl my women out of danger to the other fide ; at the fame time 
offering me a boat he had ready for his own fecurity againft purfuit, 
and a guard of one hundred and fifty perfons, his own followers. 
Aefcordin^y I placed my wife and daughter in two (»vered palfe- 
kees, with a fum fomewhat ejcceeding ’ four thdufand ^Id 

v,ei 7 fiii^iMe''MTOTOepiS'*M to my daughter, defigaid‘'fo^ 
her marriage portion, leaving clothes and every thing elfe to chance. 
As Providence decreed it, the women’s pallekees had juft arrived at 
a narrow inlet of water, about an arrow’s flight from the river, 
when Aijeem Oofhawn’s dephant, and Mahummud Kerreem’s, 
wefe fiMming towards it, purfued by the enemy. I was advanced 
a little in front to |)r^are die When Suddenly one of my at- 
tendants cried out, “ Where are you going? Your honour is 
“ luintST’' . Tiodkai Ikhind '^ and sfew the enemy nedrj^my 
women i upon whiih, in a ftate of fuiioits defpair, I hdfteifed-ljaek 
with my grandfim MeerEiahiut Oolla, as Khan Zummaun-¥|feip|e 
jeach me in time for my affiftanee. two had"‘jhlft 
Joia9«§;fle ‘wometi, tdim die >iapaebus Moguls -had 


plunder .; upon which I leaped from my horfe, and feizing my wife 
and daughter by each a hand, ruflied with them into the rivulet up . 
to their wsdiis, and covered the reft of their perfons with a cloth j 
drawing my fword to defend them with my life from further infult : 
and, luckily for my honour, their faces were not feen by the eyes 
of a ftranger. The Moguls, more attentive to gain than fliedding 
of blood, after plundering the pallekees and other carriages of 
every thing, even to the coarfeft outer coverings, rode off in fearch 
of other prey, without attacking me or my attendants, who were hid 
in differait bullies and hollows. It was. during this oonfufion, that 
I faw the prince Mahummud Kerreem jump from his elephanti 
in;6unt,a feryant’s horfe, and efcape. When the alarm was over, 

. fi’ienda and enemies had paffed by, I was joined by my fervaits 
£fom their various flielters, and, having replaced my women in 
the pallekees, returned to my late miferable dwelling, which had 
been alfo plundered, even to foot-cloths and carpets. No pillows 
or feats were left us but the bare ground, and no apparel but that 
drenched in water on our backs j neverthelefs, I gave grateful thanks 

the. preleryation 9 ^ my, life and honour, with 
^^|is.d^@;fervor,, .With the apprcach^df highl'ffe'bonftifion flack- 
nifie o’clock all was over, and quiet reftdred. I 
, thm. %d to?myfelfj “ What is gone, is gone !” and, with a. calm 
rq jnd, recited one hundred and twenty verfes of the ’ Mefnavi, be- 
fides an ode applicable to the prefent Abate of affeirs. > • 

1 ’ 'I 

I „ • , ' 

The prince Jehaun Shaw, who had taken pofledion 9f the camp 
|ff the vanqu|fhe4» in the morning fent covered carriages and other 
^cefiarks to me, in^kh; a grackms- raelTage, defiring that I would 
5 ^ 0 ,, and '.pitch my fek went accordingly; and 

fiyas introdnp^ to hipiU |^He was filtkig alone, under a’ canopy. 



Hear his private apartments. When he Taw me, he exclaimed, in 
a joyful, voice, " Come, 'Azim Khan, for thy arrival is at a happy 

leafon ! I vras anxious to fee thee.” He then took off the khe- 
laut, which he had put on juft before, and gave it to me, with the 
munfub of ^ fix thoufand, faying, “ I have left one degree of rank 
“ to confer upon you on the day of my acceflion to a throne.” 
After which. he , difmifted me in a gracious manner, and I took up 
my ftation near that of * Lutfoolla Khan Saduk, his firft minifter. 

Jehaun Shaw, who had gained the vifloiy over Azeem Oofiiawn, 
judging, from the purity of his own intentions, that thofe of his 
two brothers and the ameer al amra were equally juft towards him,, 
though fortune had placed all the treafures of the vanquiftied in his 
power, ftorned to ufe this advantage, contrary to his oath of al- 
liance. He fent the body of Azeem Oofhawn to Moiz adDieiij 
and, when all the plundey of Jiis camp w|,s, colle51:ec|,'jdeiliyered the 
whi^ Qf.,.the=,amee5: il 

agreeable to treaty and his own oaths, was to make an impartial 
divifion of the provinces and treafures between the brothers. This 
ftridtnefs to his word was the caufe of his ruin. The ameer al amra 
had privately refolved to feat Moiz ad Dien on the throne without 
a rival, as he was a weak prince, fond of his pleafures, averfe frorft 
bufinefs, and confequently beft fuited to the purpofe of a minifter 
ambitious of uncontrouled power.? With this view, he, on various 
pretences, -delayed making a diviiaon- of the treafure, knowing that 
the troops of Jehaun Shaw and Ruffeh Oolhawn were already, mu- 
tinoufly clamorous fortlie payment of their long arrears, and much 


* . ArtgUce, Noble lord j the title which Azeem Oofliawn had ofFered to confer oa 

* Seven thoufand was properly the highefl: rank of nobility. In the decline of the 
empi^j f^nk of eight and tenthoufand was conferr|d pn powerful mmilters.' 

^ 3 Anglice,' God's mercy*- Saduk, AngliceT^w®, his ' 

L " ' difgufted 



his affent to ftich propofals, faying, ** I caiinot c^fbat to foch 
** diftionoafahfe ansi pesrfidions dkalfeg, tvMch I fhouM Isecoraa 
** heanowily guiltjr in the eyes of ’ God, and amohgft men marked 

power. If empire is decreed me, I 
" fhall attain it without trouble j but, if not, of what avail is 
** tr^chery, or unjuft fliedding of human blood?” At his next 
vifit, he openly told the ameer al amra the fufpicioris entertained of 
his conduct, laying, ** Even now, perhaps, thy family is dreading 
that I may be putting thee to death j which, however poiitie, I 
to’dbhyfrattd; '-'Rife’th^i’and'^'in pebD^.to thine own 
, ■ 1f%e' ''airier al'amid- wifti' -sfcd -'piecipi- 

tatioa''<feclai4%. ^ ^ ' 'svith which he had covemd 

& uicj but, infteadof feelinggra- 

fitude th''5ehacm for 'fo him to live, his enmity in- 
fie mow openly avowed his deftruftion, and his intentions 
to fup|w3rt ad Bien. Though Jehaun Shaw, virtuous and 
t^^oufly'faithfiilfe his Word, was generous and juft In this great 

government will not admit of fuch condad 
^ #mng copied as an example of propriety. The world is deceitful, 
#dd‘'tiahhuthn-t£knmahdfed'but who flm'tfld 

wake his deeping prey, wpapld only bring ruin on his own heddl 
Tirtue a|jd vice being dittihi^pofites, cannot exift in one dwellmg, 
the > foundation of' which . .(«not fee fupphrtfo' but by 

I. ^ When 
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When the ameer al amra had openly refufed to perform his 
Agreement, Jehaun Shaw, furious at his behaviour, moved his 
camp oppofite to the treacherous nobleman’s, and prepared to offer 
battle without delay. He had juft now the faireft profpe£b of 
every fuccefs j a fine army, attached to his perfon with: one mind, 
good artillery, and a great charadler among his own and the ene- 
my’s troops. ' But— ^how uncertain is fortune! This night, by 
permiflion of God, a fire broke out in the artillery camp : all the 
rockets and ftores of ammunition were deftroyed, and our army 
rendered in one inftant totally ufelefs. The merit of this important 
mifchief was afterwards claimed by Rajee Khan Maneckporce, who 
faid the fire was purpofely kindled by his fpies, for a large bribe. 

This man was originally of low chara£l;er and little efteem, but for 
this fervice he was gradually railed from a poft in the artillery, by 
Moiz ad Dien, to the rank of fix thoufend. Immediately after this 
dreadful accident, Rooftum Dft Khan mid MuMdis Khan fidltetcd 

an# obtained feme 

fupplies 5 but the troops, much difpirited with their lofs, now be- 
came clamorous for money, and began to defert in great numbers. 

In fhort, the fpirit of the army was changed, fo that, excepting 
Lutfoolla Khan, Rooftum Dil Khan, Mukhlis Khan, and a few 
others who remained faithful, all the chiefs forfeited their honours, 
and Jehaun Shaw, plainly perceiving the wavering of his followers, 
thought it moft advifable to prevmt worfe jtx)nfequences, by putting 
albto the hazard of an immediate engagement. The next morning 
at the dawn of day, (being Monday, anno 1124,) he formed Ms A.C. 
line, and began a cannonade, which was anfwered by ftie enefiiyi 
and kept up on both fides till mid-day with equal fuccefs. - Afe 
lengtih the fire of Jehaun Shaw began to flacken, and his troc^s M 
on various pretenses, as want of water, guarding tbf^ 
begg^i and the like jfo that near half the army deferted gdiiu- 
ally, in fpiteof the prince’s repeated ordem to the Ime. 
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Obfervitig this, he raifed a report that the ameer al amra was killed 
by a fhot, in confcquence of which the enemy were alarmed, and 
that he fliould immediately charge them, in order to improve fo 
favourable an event. As he founded the niarch of viflrory, his 
troops believed him, and returned mod: of them to their polls. He 
then commanded Janee Khan, Rooftum Dil Khan, and Mukhlis 
Khan, to charge one flank of the enemy, and Lootfulla Khan and 
others in front, he himfelf heading this lafl: divifion. It was now 
about four o’clock, when jehaun Shaw, without looking behind 
him to fee hOw he was fopported by his troops, adviced on the 
enemy’s center with a furious fpeed, where the ameer al amra was 
Handing with a few followers^ to reconnoitre. Moiz ad Dien had 
before retired to repofein his tents. Rooftum Dil Khan and other 
chiefs rulhed through all oppofition to that quarter, gained the 
tents, and plundered even the ladies of the haram, among whom 
were many belonging to the late emperor. Moiz ad Dien, rouzed 
from deep, without regarding their fafety, fied to feek his own, 
undrefled, as he was, with the ameer al amra, who was engaged 
^ainH:jEhaHra Shaw’':'iauneqq^.'icbmhal^.-''a8,heha4.!^ty with him, 
three; tjffohr'huiidffed _isor!@.'^- ^-Atthb time Ruffeh'Obftiawn, who 
foemm|:lyduppOTiWiMiiz ad Dien, but was wmting for an oppor^ 
tunity to defljoy -both him and Jehaun Shaw, appeared in the rear 
of the- latter with his whole force* A corps of infantry alfo now 
oppofed him in front,, not only Hopping his charge, but confufmg 
his troops who,, feeing, themfelves likely to be furrounded, loft 
all fpirit, and fled^ to a man on the right and left, leaving him ex- 
poiWialoiie upon his elephant : and he was foon killed by a m.ufq,uet 
ihot.,i His fon, ’ Ferkhundeh Akhfor, a prince of moft promifing 
bodily and mental agcctopliflim?nti,Vvwlfo i^ b^ defoended 

and fought with his fcymet^r„ tfU he could ftand no longer, mrd 
then fell down dead^ coyercdiwith wounds. Both the bodies were 

' *'Aiig!ice, Of 'fortunate fiiar, ' 
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carried immediately to the ameer al amraar* who ordered the march 
of victory to be founded. Jehaun Shaw% heroic, juft and benevo- 
lent, was all perfed; but ftiil, as Providence oppofed his fortune, 
all his plans turned out diredly contrary to their propofed end,, 
and what feemed to promife luccefs, became the caufe of misfortune . 
Men judge vainly from events, faying, if he had not done fo, thus 
would or could riot have happened : but, alas ! in whole power are 
events ? Our faculties, our ftrength, our thoughts, our friends, 
are all moved by the inftigation of Providence. Nothing can hap- 
pen without a caufe, yet our ruin is often brought on by the very 
caufes which had before occalioned our fuccefs ; for God doeth that 
which pleafeth him, and effedeth that which he hath defigned. 


When the day ojf this fun of royalty had funk in the evening of 
death, there now remained no 'other rivMs than Moiz ad Dien and 
Ruffeh Oolhawn. The latter, had the firmeft reliance onthe at- 
tacterieht alrieer al amra, who, during the life of 

the late eirnperbr, had been fupported by him in the ftrongeft man- 
ner againft the khankhanan. He alfo had hoiloured him, at his 
own requelf, by the appellation of uncle, and ’exchange of turbans ; 
fo that he now hoped, as one fovereign feemed to be his choice, 
that it might reft upon him, in preference to his elder brother.. 
On this account, he had refolved to wait as a fpedator of the 
ftrrigglei tiE' the Hail' of, one of rivals, and then to rdlh upon 
ths’ftimvOrl while 'flbfhed wlth Vidoiy, and unguarded againft 1 
hew enemy. '. This defign he now communicated to his followers, 
and delired them to fupport him in an^ immediate attack on Moiz 
ad Dien j but they would not confent, either through fear or 
treachery, pretending that the dawn of morning- was more favour- 


* The 4»ehange of turbans, among the orientals, is the moftfacred pledge ofs^iSnd- 
fiiip, and ^ny breach of it, rfter fwch cereipoiyf , |i^garded with horror,. • , , 

" ' ' ■ " ’ ' ■ able 
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aMe than the |»refent imftant j fo that tfie prince was obliged 
ftop, and wait thdr pleafure. He fpent the night under arms* 
witii fleeplefs impatience for the -return of day^ but forae of his 
falfe advifers, communicated his plan to the ameer al amra, and 
promifed to affift in the deftrudfion of their patron. • 

Juft as the morning was beginning to appear, R,uffeh Oofli^wii 
advanced filently towards the enemy, hoping to furprize them ; 
hut, before he had reached their camp, the f qipjm^thng officer of 
his artillery, either Jhrough treachery or ignorance, fired a gun 
towards the quarter of Mqiz ad. ,V^ ileeping 

troops. The alarm was insii^iatcl/ founded, and the enerny’s 
cannon fqon began to play furioufly. Who now would ftand to 
fuppprt Ruffeh Oolhawn ?. The greateft number of his followers 
fled in confufion to the right and left, while Buddukfliee, a chi^ 
in whom he had repofed the greateft confidence, and whom he had 
laved from being put to death by his father, whom he had raiftd 
to honours, and fupported with a liberality unbounded, having 
privately agr-^ the ameer al an3^, uagmtefi^y^^*^^ his 
a^s'a|sii!^,'him'qt this 'ihftant,’,j.',^q 

foft .^qne, foriounded by his enemies on every fide j but 
ti^ regarding the honour and reputation of 

' the family of Timurj notwithftanding his delicacy and feeming 
cffeihinate foltnefs, he threw himfelf from his elephant, and^ drii^ 
ing the fabre of glory from the fcabbard of honour, fought fingly- 
on foot againft thoufands of afiailants. But what could he effeft, 
thiai fell one life at the expence of many ? He was foon 
down with Treated wounds, and refigned his breath to him 
;aveit. May the4,lmighty%w.n^^,^;|ife^ We are 
jfrom God, and to him we muft return. 

Such courage, I muft with Juftice remark, never aj^ansd among 
defeendants of Timur, as ffiewn by the offipring of .Mumg^i 




nor do the various hiftories I have read, record the like gallant op- 
pofitlon of a prince fingly againft numbers. True valour is proved 
in the extremity of danger ; but it is eafy to affume the appearance 
of courage in the day of fafety. 

Moiz ad Dien Jehaundar Shaw, by the affiftance of Providence 
alone, now founded' the march of vidlory and unrivalled empire. 
He permitted the mangled bodies of his martyred and more worthy 
brothers to be kept thi’ee days on the field of battle, expofed to 
public view. They were afterwards conveyed to Dhely, and interred 
■without ceremony or pomp, in the maufoleum of the emperor 
Humaioon, the general receptacle of the murdered princes of the 
Imperial family' The maufoleums which they had eredted for 
themfelves, near the tombs of their favourite faints, of marble, 
jalper, and other rich 'ftones, were bellowed on the minions of 
Lall Koor, a public dancei*;, and to; the weak Jehaondar? 

Shaw. '■ * . ■_ ^ 

Be it known to thofe of enlightened underftandings, and to the 
acquainted with the ufages of the world, that if, in the relation of 
the affairs of my liege and hereditary lord, the emperor Moiz ad 
Dien Jehaundar Shaw, fome obfervations and expreffions fhould 
efcape my pen, contmry to refpedt, and the examples of the hifto- 
r^l^^hers o£,,pi:hlPes, they, will: ^Ot proceed from difaffedfjon or 
a p|^^^ced;Piif^. I know they are iinpi-oper from the pen of a 
fervant, and- God forgive me 1 but by them I mean ho di&ffeftion 
to his perfon, or difrefpeft to the family of Timur j no vasi of my 
own fpleen j no view to flatter a fucceffor, by difparaging his rival, 
nor malicious abufe for the negledl or difappointment I may havo 
fuffered during this reign. • I fwear by God, and God is a facred 
witneflfer of oaths, that I loved him as my fovereignj but„lis it 
Was ihCiltnb^iit oh rile t6 %S«?fd’ the affions qf the re 
good or bad, wijfe or fooiifhi |a pu|^ 


s| were^ 

without 





withotst 6« exception-, all uitworthy, what can I fay, as a faitliful. 
writer? Let it be remembered, that I wag aioufiftied for fifty: 
years wnder the benignant fiiadoWof the great and glorious emperor ■ 
Aulumgeer. How fad the alteration I now beheld ! Of this man, 

this wretched idiot, oppofiteto him in eveiy quality, fucceeding to 

the very fame empire, fitting on the very fame throne, and the 
adiions he did, what can I lay, or in what terms paint the dilgraces 
they fuffered by his acceffion ?• — I had beheld upon the throne an 
emperor. Warmth of expreffion operates in advice: the friends tO‘ 
the ' Imaums, from the ardof of -their loyalty to the houfe of Ali, 
heightened their ‘fiyle, and reprefented with all the eloquence of 
zeal (for which they have bden ever praifed by good men) that the 
opprefi&t might draw the fword againft a worthlefs tyrant. But' I 
only mean a warning to the family of Timur; for the head of 
which, let his charadter be what it may, if I hefitate to lacrifice 
my life, may I be numbered with traitors, and abhorred by my 
friends! 

When Jehaundaf Shaw,: by the intrigues and fupport of the 
'^ 'arnra Zoolfeecar E had triumphed over his three 
brotl^jt^i ^sd irfi^nded. the '^^ empire without the fear or 

dread of a edtiiptitor, all the cuftorns of time were changed. He 
was in himfelf a weak man, effeminately careful of his perfon, fond 
of eafe, indolent, and totally ignorant of the arts of govemtneht. 
He had alfo blemifhes and low vices unworthy of royalty, and un- 
known among his illuftrious anceftors. He made the vaft empire 
^T^ndOftfin M ofeing to the foolifli whims of a public courtezan, 
which tortured the minds qf^ Worthy fubjedls loyal to his family. 
The itlations, friends afid mifiiohl of the'mjtoefe, ufurped abfolute 

* The two chief Imaums :were&e, tons of Ali, by the daughter of Mahummud, 
and were put to death hy^^ caliph Maweeah, one by poifon, and the other in battle, 
with all their children except one, from whom defeended the other ten Imaums, and 

raefc of Syeds, fo higfdy. rhfpWlcd amoag the MiStumiiiedans* 

; '■ authority 
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authority in the ftate ; and high ojSices, great titles, and unreafon- 
able grants from the Imperial domains, we're fliowered profufely 
on beggarly muilcians. * Two corores of rupees annually were 
fettled for the houlhold expences of the miftrefs only, exclufive of 
her cloaths and jewels. The emperor frequently rode with her in 
a chariot through the markets, where they purchafed, agreeable to 
whim, fometimes jewels, gold, filks, and fine linen ; at others, 
greens, fruits, and the moft trifling articles. A woman named 
*Zohera, keeper of a green-flrall, one of Lall Koor’s particular 
friends, was promoted to a high rank, with a fuitable jaghire, and 


* About two millions fterling, 

" The celebrated Nizam al Mulluk^ who at this time lived a very retired life zt 
Dhely, was one day paffing in a pallekee, with only a few attendants^ when, in a 
narrow ftreet, he was met by Zohera, who was riding on an elephant, with a great 
train of fervants. The nizam endeavoured to get out of the way j but, notwithftand- 
ing this, Zohera’s fervants were infolent to his, attendants, and, as ihe paffed* by, flic 
exclaimed, « Are you the fon of the blind man ?*^ This enraged the nipm, who 
commanded Eis people to puli her from her elephant ; which they did, with* rudenefs* 
She complained to the miftrefs, who prevailed on the weak Jehaundar to take notice 
of it, and command Zoolfeccar Khan to punifli the nizam. The nizam had fufpcdied 
this to happen, and had informed the minifter of the affair. When Jehaundar Shavr 
fpoke to him, he was anfwered, that, to punifli the nizam for having corre<aed an 
infolent upftart, would enrage all the nobility, who would confider the honour of the 
order as hurt by any affront to the nizam. Jehaundar, upon this, did not enforce his 
commands. 

■^Upon Jehaundar Shaw’s promoting one of his miftrefs’s relations, a niufician, to a 
high,rank> Zoolfeccar Khan, ameer al amra, out of fneer, demanded of the new-made 
lord, .as a fee for putting his' feal of office to the patent, one thoufand fmall tabors. 
The mufician complained to Lall Koor, his patronefs, of the indignity offered him j 
and fhe told the emperor, infifting that he fhould reprimand the ameer al amra. Je- 
haundar Shaw accordingly reproached the minifter, who ironically replied, that, as 
muftc was the beft recommendation with his majefty for promotion, he had afked the 
tabors to deliver out to perfons of family, that they by praftifiag upon them, 

qualify themfelves for high office, and fucceed as well as their inferiors, the muficians. 

‘ Jehaundar Shaw felt the force of the fatire, and, being afraid of his minifter, withdrew 
' the patent. . ■ . . 
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her relations exalted to the emperor’s favour, which they ufed to 
promote the interefts of the courtiers, for large bribes : nor did the 
nobility decline their patronage, but forgetting their honour, and 
facrificing decency to the prcfent advantage, eagerly flocked to pay 
adoration to the royal idols, whofe gates were more crowded with 
equipages in genei'al tlian thole of the Imperial palace, fo that to 
pafs through the ftreet where they relided was a matter of difficulty, 
by reafon of tive throng. To do them juftice, many of them had 
generous minds, and performed various good aftions in the ufe of 
their influence at court. The ridiculous jaunts of the emperor and 
his miflrefs at laft grew to llich a pitch, that on a certain night, 
after fpending the day in debauchery, and vifiting different gardens 
near the city, in company with Zohera the herb-woman, they re- 
tired to the houfe of one of her acquaintance who Ibid fpirits, with 
which they all became intoxicated. After rewarding the woman 
with a large fum, and the grant of a village, they returned in a 
drunken plight to the palace, and all three fell afleep on the road. 
On their arrival, Lali Koor was taken out by her women j but the 
empeypr remained fleeping ip tlie , chariot, and the <i|iver, who had 
lhared in the jollity of his Toyai maffer, without ’examining the 
maeh|^j# carried it to'the ftables. The' officers of the palace, after 
waiting till near morning for his arrival, on finding that the 
miflrefs had entered her apartments without the emperor, were 
alarmed for his fafety, and fent to her to enquire concerning his 
fituation. She defired them immediately to examine the coach, 
where they found the wretched prince fall afleep in the arms of 
Zohera, at the diftance of nearly two mjles from the palace. This 
fcaridalous event afforded matter of offence to all good fubjedfs, 
but of mirth and laughter to the weak Jefeundar and his abandoned 
favourites. He after iiiiis ftili more expofed his vices to the public, 

, often, as he paffed through the ftreets, feizing the wives and daugh- 
ters of the lower tradefmen. Once a week, according to the vulgar 

fuperftition, 






The ameer al amra, .Zoolfeocar Khan, feater, nay even creator 
of emperors, with fuch an image of humanity in his hands, be- 
came abfolute, and fo proud, that ^ Pharaoh and Shudad could not 
have obtained admiffion to his threfhold. He ftudied to ruin 
the moft ancient families, inventing pretences to put them to death, 
or dilgrace them, that he might plund^ their poffeffions. Unhappy 
was the pcrfon he fulpeOred to be rich, as wealth and vexatious 
nccuf^ions always accompanied each other. He eftablifhed fuch 
exactions and abufes as no prior age had beheld, and by which now 
he is alone remembered. He took enormous emoluments and re- 
venues for himfelf, while he dilpofed of money to others with a 


A fcifebrated fiSceer fo enfitied. 

Anglice, Ornament of the fex. 

Pharaoh, aniSaWns ofTremnantn, oc Arabia Felec, 

Mz 


fuperftltion, he bathed with Lall Koor, concealed only by a fmgle 
cloth, in the fountain of the ' Lamp of Dhely, in hopes that this ' 
ceremony would promote pregnancy. Happy was the day in which 
he was bathed in his own blood 1 The miftrefs had the infolence 
to abufe the princefs ^ Zebe al Niffa, daughter of the emperor 
Aulumgeer, and aunt to Jehaundar Shaw, with expreffions fo vile 
as were unbecoming the raeaneft peribn. This princefs had ne- 
gledled to pay compliments to her, which flie received from other 
ladies of rank, and Lall Koor, enraged at this, teized the emperor 
to reprove his aunt, and oblige her to fhew attention towards her j 
hut all was vain. However, he fo far complied with her unrea- 
fonable entreaties, that he left off viliting the princefs, and declined 
going to an entertainment fhe had prepared for him, without in- 
viting Lall Koor. How lhall I relate all his follies ? The above- 
mentioned are fufSdent to fhew the fad changes of affairs, public 
and private. His other indecencies are too unworthy ©f record t© 
relate. ■ ’ * . 



hand fo Iparing, that even his own creatures felt fevere poverty 
with empty titles, for he never allowed jaghires to any. The 
minds of high and low, rich and poor, near or diftant, friends or 
ftrangers, were turned againft him, and wiflied his deftruftion. 
Hindoos and Muffulmans agreed in praying to Heaven for the fall 
of his power, night and day. Often does the midnight figh of the 
widow ruin the riches of an hundred years, 

Kokultafli Khan, fofter-brother to the emperor, and brought up 
with him from his childhood, was honoured with the title of Khan 
Jehaun. His wife, daughter, and whole, family, alfo poflefled great 
influence with the emperor, and claimed from him performance of 
a promife he had made to them of the vizurut. At the fame time, 
they and their adherents combined to work the overthrow of the 
ameer al amra. With this view, all their relations and dependants 
were raifed to high rank j and a great number of the nobility, dif- 
trefled by the pride and rapacity of Zoolfeccar Khan, joined their 
party. They infinuated to the emperor, that the ameer al amra 
entertjuned defigns too ambitious for a fubjeft, to attain which he 
wc«ld dal? tb Ihed the bloc^ iof prances j that he fed Already deter- 

to feize the throne for himfeh, 
or,,if:'h©;ft^d th^t tdo.da^ to beftow it on’AHTibbar, 

or another of the confined princes, more favourable to his wiU 
than his majefty. 

The weakjehaundar, unendowed with the leaf: judgment or cou- 
rage, was alarmed almofl: to raadnefs with the frightful pidlure of 
his own lituation ; hut he had not firmnefs to oppofe the dreaded 
evils, nor ienfe to keep his fears fecret. The intrigues of Kokul- 
tafh Khan foon became evident to the whole court, and only ferved 
to awaken the vigilance of jthe ameer al amra, who, took meafures 


The only furviving fon of Azim Shaw, fon of the emperor Aarungzehe. 



“ My anceftors were attached to * Ali without views of gain. I 
“ am of the ifemily of Ali ; thou art the ’Zoolfeccar of ^Hyder. 
Remember, I have no chief but thee. I repent of my faults in 
fome degree, and am co’me afhamed to thy tribunal. Though I 
am meaner than words can exprels, yet I am of the * family of 
“ which thou art head. Thou art now the guardian of our ho.- 
“ nour : look not at me, but upon our mutual anceftors.” 

* The celebrated Monauim Khan. 

* The fon-in-law of Mohammud. Here it means Azeem al Sha'wn. ' 

® A two-bladed fword of Ali’s. 

* A title given to Ali. ‘ ' 

s A fyed, nr dfcfcen%it the {^ojAet’s daughter Fatima,. !>}* AIj., 


for his own fafety, by removing his enemies. Rooftum Dil Khan, 
Mukhlis Khan, and fome others, were put to death, and a great 
number of the nobility laid under confinement on various pretences. 
The family of the late ‘ khankhanan was reduced fo low as to want 
the common neceffaries of life. In ftiort, the difpofition of the 
ameer al amra changed altogether from gentlenefs to the higheft 
pitch of tyranny, fo that he now punifhed with cruelty the perfons 
who had years before knowingly, or otherwife, given him the 
flighteft; caufes of offence. I, who had differed with him in opi- 
nions during the life of Bedar Bukht, and frequently warned the 
late emperor againft his afpiring views, had alfo been the friend 
and confidant of his mortal enemy the khankhanan, and of a diffe- 
rent party in the late ftruggle, had not a hope of efcaping from his 
hands, or thofe of Jehaundar Shaw, who had commanded me to 
he fearched for, and put to death. Thinking it in vain to attempt 
concealment in Lahore, I hadi written, the foBow and 

Meer Einaiut Oolla,' who was 

much in his favour. 



, Kt firft lie did not trouble himfeif to open tbe paper, upon wbicb 
I fent a fecond time, when he perufed k with attention, and dcfired 
the meflenger to call me to him j but 1 did not comply with his 
invitation, to which I anfwered, that he had prevailed with pro- 
mifes of fafety on many to vifit him, and afterwards confined or 
put them to death j that if fuch was his defign towards me, there 
was no occafion to ufe art, as I w'ould of my own accord put on 
my fliroud, and come prepared for the work: before him. To this 
he anlwered, by foleran oaths, that he meant no injury towards 
me ; fo that I was fatisfied, and went to vifit him without dread. 
He received me in his private apartment, to which I was admitted 
armed, ,as afual, and hc'^rofe from his mufnud to falute me, be- 
having ‘tver^ with much kindnefs, and more than I expedled ; 
after which he difmifled me, with aflurances of proteftion. He 
the fame day alked the emperor’s pardon for me, which was imme- 
diately palled i but his majefty obferved, that though he forgave, 
he would not on any account employ me in his fenice. The 
ameer al amra too made me promife, that I woujd not accept of 
any office in the kate, otherwife than through his patronage. I 
com^ied’ ■ with 'his regret, asj independent ’of the 

jobli^kA® kitn,' there was no tempta%n left to court 

cmployintot in S itete Ivhich had in fa£t no head ; for the mmiftry 
Was a ’colleftion of petty tyrants, and abufers of power. ** 

During the nine months in which Jehaundar Shaw, like an 
embryo, lay in the womb of empire, I did not attempt to procure 
an office, but lived in perfect retirement, except that I now and 
then unavoidably paid a vifit to tbe ameer al amra, who would fre- 
jquently alk my advice in pubfin aSairs, which I gave him to the 
extent of my underftanding. 

In the height of this power and authority, (while: the;clwm 
I m, md no one elfe^ was gaining ftrength,) all at once a report was 
^ . 2 . heard 
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heard that the prince PerokhfgrCj fon to the martyred Azeem? 
Oofhawn, had marched from Bengal towards Bahar, intending to 
revenge his father’s death, and feize the throne. Jehaundar Shaw 
and the ameer al amra, though they feigned to difbelieve the intel- 
ligence, and defpife the attempt, yet in their hearts were ftruck. 
with dread. Great numbers of the Imperial fervants wifhed fecretly 
for the fuccefs of the rebellion. While the ameer al amra was for- 
tunate, he faw affairs in a proper light : while at Lahore, he had 
repeatedly advifed Jehaundar Shaw not to remain more than a week 
in Dhely, but to proceed to Agra, and, if necelTary, to the eaif ern . 
provinces, as the dread of his power would not be impreffed fully 
in the breafts of his fubjefls, while Ferokhfere refufed to pay alle- 
giance. Jehaundar Shaw, on his arrival at Dhely, fafcinated by 
the various luxuries it afforded, forgot the advice of his minifler, 
and chofe to remain, indulging himfelf in low pleafures, moving 
only from palace to palace, and garden to garden. Kokultafh Khan 
and his party -the -am^'al amra had excited, 

this rgbelfioh, and eh^ged privately with Ferokhfere, to whom he. 
would deliver his majefty a prifoner, fiiould he prevail on him to 
march from the capital. Thefe ideas ferved to mcreafe the fears of. 
the weak Jehaundar Shaw. He would often exclaim, “ I did not. 
“ kill Azeem Oofhawn : it was the ameer al amra, who muft now 
“ go and anfwer the claims of his fon, for fatisfaflion. What- 
have I to do with the bufinefs '*irh« other plans of an em- 
pei^, whp was thus overcome by fear, may eafily be guefieri, and 
need no explanation. The ameer al amra, offended- at the diftrufjs 
of his mafter, did not attend as he ought to bufmefs, but employed 
his time alfo in pleafure, and forwarding his own immediate in- 
tereft. 
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Syed Abdoolla Khan Bareah, and his brother Houflein Ali Khan, 
had gained honour by their behaviour in the fervke of Azim 

' Shaw, 
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Shaw, after whofe death they had attached themfelves to Azeeni 
Oofhawn, by whom they were honoured, the former with the • 
government of Allahabad, and the latter of the province of Bahar. 
During the late contefts for the empire, they had, for their own 
fafety and that of the country, expended, without orders, confi- 
derable fums of the Imperial revenues in the maintenance of extra- 
ordinary troops, which had offended Jehaundar Shaw. On his 
accelRon to the throne, he appointed Rajee Khan Maneckporee to 
the government of Allahabad, who fent one of his relations, with 
a confiderable force, to take poffeffion ; but he was oppofed, de- 
feated, and driven back by Abdoolla Khan. Ferokhfere’s rebellion 
juft then arifing, the ameer al amra thought it advifable to difpatch 
an Imperial firmaun, approving Abdoolla Khan’s conduit, and 
confirming him in his government, difclaiming alfo any afient to 
the attempts to remove him. Abdoolla Khan pretended gratitude 
and obedience for the royal favours, in order to avoid farther 
trouble from the court, but which he had refolved to ferve no 
longer than he found necellary. When Ferokhfere arrived in Bahar, 
he was imi^ediateily joined by Syeft Houffem Ali Khan, who was 
■'■|attiif«dlf:atta<jh^rfo.hiih, as thofon of his pathl^-Abe^ .Oofhawn. 

. Tl^ of D:he|y, we£#:ly imagined, that Abdoolla Khan would 
ftqp the prc^ie%,;<E^ tjae piince at Allahabad. Firmauns of encou- 
ragement, and great promifes, were difpatched to purchafe his 
loyalty, iiiftead of armies to fecure it. While the rebellion was 
daily gathering force, the e'mperor’s minifters, divided againft each 
other, were undetermined how to adl. Kokultafh Khan refufed to 
- take the command -of an array, if the ameer al amra remained at 
Dhely, , prftmdj% that th^^^peror was not fafe in his hands j and 
the latter did not think it proper to quit the court, where, in his 
abfence, fuch q dangerous rival muft pofiefs the whole power. 
Jehaundar Shaw did not dare to think, much lefs to fix, whom he 
:&oukl entruft with the command of the army j for fo great was 

'his 





his fear, that one clay, when the daughter of Kqkultafh Klian, 
prefitming on her familiarity, inlifted that her father fnould be' 
declared vizier, and the ameer al amra be fent from Dhely, he 
replied with terror, Hold your peace, or ' he will put us all to 
“ death in an inilant.” 


At laft it was refolved that * Aiz ad Dien, eldeft (on of Jehaundar 
Shaw, ftiould march at the head of an army againft the rebels, 
under the tutelage of Khaja Houllein, Khan Dow'nan, fon-in-law 
io Kokultafh Khan, a weak man,- who never, unlefs in dreams, 
had feen a fliot fired. The troops who marched with him did not 
amount to fix thoufand, though there were among the officers 
many ameers of the higheft rank. On his arrival at Agra, he was 
joined by lauts, Rajapootes, and great numbers of other rabblej 
alfo many Fojedaurs, who Covered ground, but were no better 
than droves of cattlq to d#iqjitr prbvi&ons j ^fiowever, he had with 

'Froin Agra, A12 ad Dien ma'rched 
without delay to ’Etawa, and from thence to ''■Cudjwa, w'here 
Ferokhfere had arrived with the two Syeds, and near feventy thou- 
fand horfe and foot, moftly adventurers, who ferved from the hope- 
of benefiting themfelves by a revolution, - 


The two camps being thus near, on the 29th of Showal, early 
in the morning, Syed Abdoolla Khan and others advanced to re- 
connoitre the enemy’s pofition. This brought on a fkirmifh, and 
afterwards a cannonade on both fidcs, which continued till night, 
without much execution 5 but Khan Dowran, a perf^ft ftranger to 


* Meaning the ameer al amra* , - ^ 

lEidpv brother of the late, and uncle to the prefent emperor, : 

^ A large town on the Jumna, thirty cofs to the eaftward of Agra. 

^ A conliderable town in the diftrid of Kora, where AlJt^|llg^ete and Saits^ 'Sfitujak 
formerly engaged,''' - 

N wai'. 
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war^ was alarmed at the daitgers of his new profelBon ^ He; 
thought he ftiould do the ftate moft fervice by facing the prince 
from (as he conceived) inevitable , deftru^lion. Accordingly, un- 
known to his officers, about midnight he fled with him in a wo- 
man’s covered pallekee, flopping not till he arrived at Agra, from 
whence hedifpatched to court accounts of his gallant fervice, and 
zealous care of the heir-apparent. The officers of his army, in 
the morning, finding their chief had fled, Iffid afide all thoughts of 
refiftance, and each provided for his own fafety. Moft went over 
to the fervice of Ferokhfere, and th^ remainder returned precipi— , 
tately towardSi’^iPl;^i %e# would not altow them 

to #4' wi^t,has, oftqn_ perplexed my underftanding to- 

. advifed Ferokhfere..to bait fome time in the capp^-of 
the fugitives, inftead of following his fficcefs with rapidity. *rhe 
news of the defeat reaching Dhely, threw the court mto fuch con- 
fufion, that no other plan was at firft refolved.on, than to vrait the= 
enemy’s approach in the vicinity of the city, and hazard all in one 

of ir^re 

.3|fi#:|',ia|i|?to#iWith the 

^ gerf;d^p,,'lhd preparat^ for..ths.’.fmFW’s march.; 

,'A^ fejon ^^ftfl'^b^came known that Fert^hiere had not advanced 
beyond th^.fieild of battle,, Jefiaundar Sfiaw altered his refolritV^if 
' remaining; f Phffe, and began his march towards Agrm; 0 % 

-opened the rpy^ , tye^rff 
‘4 rooney,wwds..B!?»E, 
and valuable effects, to the amount of two cprores of rupees, among 
the troops,, wltp now were feventy^houfaniJlQ'^ 
number. Moft of the® veteran foldiers j but alfefted 

’’ ' ’About three co^ from die city;"' ' ^ V^rZ 
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to th^ royal caufe, as they had experienced flights' in the days of 
peace, and knew this profufe bounty to proceed only from the 
neceffity of the times. The Imperial army encamped at firft near 
the gardens of Dehera j Jbut, upon intelligence arriving that 
Ferol^hfere had ad»aitced-to .Eatimadpore, near the river, intending 
to crofs, it was thought advifable to mpve along the'^oppofite bank 
to prfevent him.* fioth armies remained a week thus, in fight of 
each other ; and people of judgment decided, in their own minds, 
that vidlory would be to that prince who Ihould firft crofs and 
attack his rival. 


Ori the night of the 13th of Zeekaud, intelligence was received A.Hin 
that the Syeds had, by a countermarch of twenty miles, gained the ’ ‘ 
ford of Gaow Ghaut, and crofted the river with their advanced 
corps and all the artiiletyj^alfo that Fefdkhftre, with his whole 

day*'#"! w^aprefent^when ^ 
who, oh hearir^it^i'li^as 
vifibly affe 61 :ed and alarmed, as were all the nobility then prefent in 
his train. Orders of march were iftfued for the next morning, to 
meet the enemy, whofe camp w^as, by the late manoeuvre, removed 
ten cofs diftant. Jehaundar Shaw moved accordingly, but halted 
before he had fight of the enemy, encamping on the broken ground 
and hollow^ays on the hanks This difpirited the 

't^c»psf%fiSju^ed' lhat'their ‘gefiMli''lia<t 4 hbfen''a'iftrong pofitioM, 
more trbhi’lfear of k hidden Ittack, than proper camion sand fadg- 
ment of the ground. The next morning, however, the imperial 
army continued the march to Secundra, and the da)4. after to Gaow 
Ghaut, where the enemy’s troops were ftill crofiing,) and Ferokh&e 
as yet come to this fide. T|ie ameer al amra,’ witpik 
nufii^ of nobility/ j^vanced in front to reconnoitre thepofilfe-of 
'the idtd alTotte-onTp^ori - when fif jar|iyed''trith t&emairi 

army. '■‘Tfie'^'SysdSi up 

N 2 to 



to receive them, but the ameer al amra chofe to defer taking advan- 
tage of his prefent fituation, as it was now late in the afternoon, 
and the fail of night, during an adfion, would create much confu- 
fion and diforder. With this idea, he chofe to encamp on the banks 
of a rivulet which ran between him and the enemy. 


Early in the morning of the next day, which began with heavy 
clouds and rain, I went to vifit the ameer al amra, who was jufl 
come from the emperor’s tents, and preparing to take fome refrefh-. 
mentj upon which, I alked my difmiflion, and returned to my 
own tents, intending to fleep. By this time the clouds had dif- 
perfed^?,,^^.the. futt {h<i9i very bright. A little after mid-day, I 
was afermed by the drums beating to arms, and a confufed nbife, 
when running to my door, I faw the ameer al amra mounting his 
elephant with great hafte, and undreffed j upon which I got ready 
my attendants, about forty perfons, and followed him with all 
pollible fpeed. Upon my arrival, he was ftanding upon elevated 
ground, .looking rotuid him, I’alked w^at had caufed the alarm, 
w||j^’'he! replied, 'tjbst the enemy ^ were 4f awing feem- 

ingly ,Withint?®%hs.to cannonade. Our troops now haftened to 
form, the ail^i alaihra in front, and upon his right Kokultafli 
Khan, In the center ftood the emperor, Jehaundar Shaw, attended 
by Rajee Khah, with the royal artillery. To the left were the 
troops of Mortuzza Khan Bukfhi, and many other amras. The 
enemy’s army advanced flowly till within reach of cannon-fliot, 
when they played us with their artillery and rockets, which 
were anfwered with great - fury by , Rajee Khan. Every one knows 
that, after an engagement is for 4 

Angle perfon to fee more of the eperatmns thm thofe on the im- 
mediate fpot of his own poft ; how then can I fay, I diftindly 
: i Vkwed every change of two lines covering ground oft mil?s in ex- 
'• author once read to Aurungzebe.-a long, .account, of one 
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of his battles with Dara Shekkoh. The emperor obferved at %.e 
concliifion, that he muft certainly have been upon a high moun- 
tain during the engagement, which he had feen lb minutely, as he 
himfelf, though commanding the line, and mounted on an elephant, 
did not perceive one-third of the particulars he had defcribed. In 
Ihort, I fliali only relate what I faw. After a cannonade of fome 
time, I faw two bodies from the enemy’s line charge our’s, one 
with a red, and the other with a green ftandard. The former was 
the corps of Raja Jubbeeleh Ram, and the latter of Syed Houfiein 
Ali Khan. Obferving that, our right flank was much expoled, X 
remarked it to the ameer al amra, who immediately difpatched 
orders for Abdul Summud Khan to move with the miftrefs’s troops 
to that quarter. The firfl: body of the enemy charged diredtly on 
Kokultafli Khan, and the other pufhing through the line of our 
artillery, which was deferted as it approached, attacked the center, 
in whieh was Jehagi;i|j4r ^haw. Our troops fell back upon the 
catnp, apd giftai cdflfufibn took place, as the men,, elephants and^ 
horfes, became entangled among the ropes of tents, carriages and 
baggage. Numbers fled, but the ameer al amra remained firm, 
and the enemy was kept long at a ftand by his gallantry and fteadi^ 
nefs ; but he was ill-fupported, though Syed Houfiein Ali Khan 
fell wounded in the field, and Jubbeeleh Ram was not more, fuc- 
cefsful in his charge on Kokultafh Khan. It was now. about five 
.o’elqek}- were thus doubtful j., but juft then Syed 

Abdoolla Khan, with a great body, charged Jehaundar Shaw, who 
Hood with his troops, already alarmed, fome diftance in the rear 
of the ameer al amra. They fcarce waited to be. attacked,; h^t 
broke their line, and fled in confufion on all fides^ i while the wor 
n^’s elephants, thofe. of the jewel office an^jtreafury, . ran h^e|*is: 
and. there, parrying difprder along with them. Jehaundar Shair 
haftily Jpined the corps of. .Kokultafli, Kihan,i aiicj jpurfpfd by 
,tlie enemy;5^.who. thu^.. forced 

. ' ' ' ’ ' v , , ■ having 



hwing now com6 to the affiftanceof Jubbeeleh Ram, who had re- 
newed the attack in 'front. Kokultafh Khan was killed after a 
dhort ftriiggle, his troops* dlfperfed, and Jehaundar Shaw difap- 
peared from his elephant. This made the rout general, and only 
the ameer al amra kept his ground. When he could hear no tidings 
of the emperor, and it became dark, he retired flowly to Shaw 
'Gunge, near the city, where he remained till midnight, difpatching 
mefiengers on all fides in feafeh of his fovereign, with the hopes, 
if he could be fourth, of rallying the troops, and making one more 
bfFort the next day^' hut all in ■^aih. J^iaundar Shaw could not be 
foimds.iftpbn to provide for his own 

-towards Dheiy. Thus, in the fpace of 
’fetltSj, was this government, deftroyed, and another pdflMed 
of abfolute authority.. The robe of empire graced the auguft per*- 
fon of Ferekhfere, who founded the joyful march bf triumph. 


Though I was hot in the fervice of any one, and had no enmity 
tQ thlier ^®%yf yet I^femaihed in thefield till the ameer al amra had 

for •ti^'‘^^ito-iafety, t 
a hundred perfons who fought my pro- 
le6l:ibH, 4ii-* re#M ’to ctee of my own gardens, where I enjoyed 
|«rfedi re{)C>fe fricAh my fatigues. In the morning, I wrote to Syed 
Afedoolla Rhah, with whom I was formerly on terms of friendlhip, 
tekpreffing my defire of leave to vifit him, and be introduced tothe 
mew emperor. He replied to my letter with much kindnefs, and I 
|)aid my complihi^t* to him as he palTed by my dwelling the fol- 
fe#ing day, when he eterfedhote with him to his oWn houfei ’ The 
ctofieror Ferdkhfere ehte4*ed ‘the d^: next ihornh^ to pray in 

|iublic at the tpmb'hf Akber, -tM %is tethim' I was 
tlllowed to pay . him my r^eds. Syed Abdoolfe -Khan marched 
S||j|wafds Dheiy the day after,; and chofe to take: the with him, 
didnot thiftk proper to-dcclihe;'"^"As' yeti it’w^s'hot cer- 

tainly 



'knowii to what quarter Jehaundar Shaw and the ameer, al 
amra had fled- Aflhd ad Dowlahi father to the latter, was in the 
cointnand of Dhely, and had in his power the confined princes. 
It was apprehended that the arneer al amra would retreat to Dekkan 
with his tna.ftei:, but fle lapt Wing that prince, thqiight proper to 
go to Dhely. Jehaundar Shaw^ w'^hq hafl Iflaved flis beard and 
whilkers IQ pceyeiit being kn.qwn, arriv^^ before the 

ameer §1 amra, at the palace of Aflfld afl po’wfeh. This was foon 
known throughout the~city j upon which the friends to the family 
of Azeem Oofliawn furrounded the houfe, and demanded . the deli- 
very of the royal fugitive into their charge. Affud ad Dqwlah, was 
obliged to confine him, to fupprefs- their clamours. Making a virtue 
of neceflity, he wrote -a petition to f'erqkhfere, implying, that he 
had im'prifoned Jehaundar in his own hqufe.atn4 wait^ the Imperial 
orders eoncernifig his difpofal, r€tuf 9 ,:|i|^unf wSff 
applawdwg-his .qqqdufk,, : 


whofe cafe Jehaiinddr Shaw was for the prefent to b® entrufted. 
All thefe gracious affurances fatisfied Affud ad Dowlah, and had 
fuch an effect on the arneer al amra, his fon, that he thought it 
belt to remain at Dhely, and wait the emperor’s mercy,; which he 
hoped would fpare his forfeited life and fortune. 

, When Ferddifere arrived near Dhely, he commanded Afi'ud ad 
Dowlah and his fon to be brought into his prefefice. They were 
both received with the honours due to their high rank 5 after which, 
the former was allowed to rd^urpj im fa%y to his own houle, but 
the latter was led to a private tent, and, after a few queftions had 
been afked him, he was ftrangled, as a punifliment for his crimes,, 
and an example to others. His body was afterwards tied with, the 
head downwards on an elephant, together wifli that of Jehaundar 
Shaw, who had been put to death in prifon, and ^ 
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n^w emperor’s tram, when he made his triumphant entry to the 
palace j after which, both bodies were thrown into theftreet, before 
the great mofque, and remained fome days a fpeflacle to the mob.' 
*I!he eftates of the father and fbn were confifcated, and their fa- 
mily, which had filled for above two hundred years^ the higheft 
offices of the ftate, was thus in an inflant levelled with the duft, 
and, like that of ’ Bermekee, totally ruined. Some other traitors 
were alfo punifiied with death, which impreffed the fubjed with 
lefpedt for goveinment, and proved that however, for a time, 
■treafons might be attended with fucccfs, at length the profpeiity of 
the houfe of Timur would be prevalent over all oppofition. 

•'SuG^- ts the firfi: beaiiiing of the heaven-given fortune of hk 
majefty, which, by divine blefling, is afcending to the zenith of 
glory and renown. Praife be to God, by whofe favour the con- 
dufion of my book is aufpidous ! and mercy upon the chofen of 
mankind, Mahummud, his defcendants, his friends and followers, 
for evermore ! Amen. 

• Known in Europe by the name of Bartoecid?Si as fticBtioiied intfce life of Harooa 
Ra&^ in tte Hiftoff of tte Odiphs* 
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In the compilation of the following part of my work, I have 
ufed chiefly the authority of Perfian manufcripts, a lift of which 
is at the end of the volume j and from much converfation 
with many principal and well informed mjives on the fubjedt 
of their hifto^^.^^|^^^|f^f|^’;^t|h©i.r^ auftienticity of the 
frits related. ^ , ■ . ' 


For the account of the fituation of the prefbnt emperor, 
Shaw iHlum, from 1771 to 1779* I owe the chief materials 
to my friend Lieutenant Colonel Pouer, whofe long refidence 
and coimeftions at the court of Dfrely enabled him to obtain 
the beft information of public and private tranfrftions. 


The Perfic Journal of the cruel proceedings of the unprin- 
cipled and inhuman Rhohilla chief, Gholaum Kaudir, was written, 
by an eye witnefs on the fcene - of their perpetration, and tranf- 
mitted me by my brother Captain Richard Scott. In this, 
and fuch other materials that would bear it, .literality as much as 



PREFACE, 





poffible has been obferved; but I will not pretend that the 
following pages are wholly tranflations, feme anecdotes having 
been inferted from oral information, allb a few obfervations on 
characters and circumftances,. of my own. Thefe it is needlefe 
to point out, as the variation of idiom will diftinguifh them 
from the parts yanflated^ 
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FEROKHSERE 


the new emperor Ferokhfere had repofed a few days A. 
from his fatigues, and order was reftored in the city of Agra, he A. 
began his march towards Dhely, and fhortly after arrived at Khiz- 
zerabad, about four miles diftant from that capital. The next 
morning ‘Afoph ad Dowlah and his fon the ameer al amra came to 
pay their- ^fe-^n^es-and other maths 

was difmiiSed td his 

own. tents, but the latter commanded to wait. He accordingly re- 
mained in the divan with Khaujeh Afiim. In a little time a din- 
ner was brought in from the royal table for the ameer al amra, 
who at frrft refufed to eat, fufpeadng poifon j but on the khaujeh’s 
offering to partake, his fears fubfided, and he agreed to dine. The 
khaujeh now obferving, that it was contrary to the rules of court to 
eat in the ’’ divan, propofed moving to a * fquare of fkreens in the area 

S’ 2 ' before 


« In the Memoirs of Eradut Khan fliled Aflwd ad Dovsk^ aifo one of hJs 
titles. 

^ Hall of audience. 

' Called in India kanauts. They are made of cotton cloth, fometimes flow- 
ered, but generally in ftripes of red and white or blue and white,, about- fey^n feet 
high, and ftrengthened with the bamboo cane,, fewed in at five or fix,: feet dif- 
tance, which prevent their bellying with' the wind. The tents of the .great 
men are always furrounded with them, and .make a beautiful, appearanefe. The 
royal tents are encircled with flcreens, mnc w ten' feet. fiigh, .which are always 
plain red, and called ferra perda. 
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before it, which they did j but Ae ameer al amra had no fooner 
entered than the opening was fliut upon him, and Khaujeh Affim 
remained without. At the fame inftant two hundred armed men 
rufhed into the court and furrounded the fquare. 


Half an hour had not elapfed, when Abdoollah Elhan, fuperin- 
tendant of the khowaufs, or domeftic fervants, came out from the 
emperor’s apartment, and entering the Ikreens, j^ke as follows 
to the ameer al amra. 


His maje% comin«mds you to infirm him why you*con~ 
fined KaumJ^uMhh ifl I>€;kfc^ and fllufed his friends, contrary 
“ to Ioya^* and relpetS: to the emperor ?” The ameer al amra 
unhefital^gly anfwered, • • 


** I confined the prince by the orders of Aulumgeer, his fovereign 
** and mine. Had he commanded me to imprifon my own father, 
t‘ I fliould h^ye readily complied.” A^oollah Khan then #ith- 
^ drew,;-hut, , faM,^ 

minifter of ” Azim Shaw, 
“ was in the field, and feekyour 

own fafety by^^ight?”^^ anfwered, 

“ While, he was alive I kept the field, but when he was flain, 
“ I dared not to oppofe a prince of the blood without a rival of 
fequal dignity at the^head of our army.” Upon this, Abdoollah 
• ' , . , • Khan 

“ The priaee iSTaiHii Bakbth -was ewifined at the fiege of Jinjee, a ftrong 
fortrefs on the e<^ft of Ceromaniel,' “being firongty fufpoSted of a defign of 
•Joining the 'enemy a^ :^d5eliing agaiaft hi§ father Aulumgeer, as related in his 
,t’.' reign. ■ • •' ■ ' .. »•..> ^ ^ 

Eradut Khan for this tran&aion..- -.uThe aiacea:„al->amra 
general^ of Aziin Shaw ,whai,'^%t<!ds>by his brother,. SJ»w 



illifegySli:: 

iii: 


Khan returned, but coming back fbon, feid, '' What were the cir- 
** cumftances of your conduct to the martyred prince, his majeft/s 
** fether, Azeem Oofhawn ?” 


The ameer al anira ahfwered, “ He behaved inattentively to 
** me, and I then attached myfelf to his brother ; but in this did 
** no more than other nobles, who each embraced the caufe of the 
** prince he belt loved, and from whom he received the greateft 
** favours.” 


Abdoollah- Khan then faid, ** Why was his majefty’s beloved 
** brother inhumanly murdered in cool blood, many days after the 
«* battle, when other princes were allowed to live . The ameer 
al amra convinced, by this queftion, that no ftibmiflions or en- 
treaties could Ipare his life, angrily exclaimedj ** If J ,am to die, 

TJpon ^i^^acheen Beg Ind oAer * chelas rufliing upon him, 
threw him on the ground j and having ftrangled him with a bow- 
ftring, ftamped upon his breaft, and ftabbed him with. daggers in 
feveral parts of the body. When quite cold, the corpfe was drawn 
out with ropes, and call: without the court of the divan, as a 
fpedacle to the populace. His effeds and eftates, with thofe of his 
fether, were confifcated to the royal ufe. 


The day fucceeding , this tragedy Ferokhfere marched ■ from 
Khizzerabad, and made his public entry into Dhely with imperial 

fplendour. 

* Every prince of Hindooftan has a band of attendants diftinguiflied by this 
appellation. They are fuppofed to be always ready to devote their lives, and 
are too often employed in al&fiinations. Tippoo Saheb has a battalion of them, 
anciong whom he has enrolled many of our unfortunate countrymen, whom he 
forcibly circumcifcd. They are generally captives taken in infencyi or 'purdiafed 
(laves educated under the eye of thfe prince* of 

Conftantinople are of a fimilar dcfcriptiou. / - 
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fplendour. The heads of the late emperor his uncle, Jehaundar 
Shaw, and the ameer al amra, were carried on poles in the caval- 
cade j their bodies hanging feet upwards acrofs an elephant, as 
marks of his triumph. The aged minifter Afoph ad Dowlah was 
alfo compelled to attend the proceffion, fliabbily drelTed, in a palan- 
quin, and accompanied by the ladies of his femily, as fpeOators of 
their own dijfgrace. They were afterwards confined in the palace 
of Khan Jehaun. Raja Soo&eh Chund, dewan to the late ameer al 
amra, had his tongue cut out, and his property feized. “ Be not' 
** lelf-fecure firopa the retribution of your adlions, for every feed 
*5 fown produdetK ite!kiadA;;v Man!? lid arrf dependants of the 
kte eisspemrV'Wp^e pu^ dea& hy the bow-ftring and other punilh- 
i«ient& ■ iliz ad Dien, fon of Jehaundar Shaw, Ali Tibbarj.;ih® fon 
of Azim Shaw, and Hoomaioon' Bukht, younger brother to Ferokh^ 
fere, were deprived of fight by a red hot iron over their 

eyes. Owing to the unjufl: flaughter and punifiiments inflifted on 
numbers innocent of crimes, perfons of all ranks were feized with 
horror. The dread of death was Co great, that many nobles -pre- 
vious to -gping.lo^'PC»rtSt and on 

tl^ir aituss, - ^.'.wrffetik^iying for 

. Ferokhfere had hot "long enjoyed the throne, when a jealoufy. 
arofe between him and the vizier » Koottub al Moolk, which at laft 
extended to open contention, and finally occafioned the downfall 
of the empire and ruia of Hindooftan. Thg vizier, after the viftory 
of Agra, had been difpatched to fetfte afeirs at Dhely, where, 
witliout confulting Ferokhfere, he had difpofed of two principal 
offices to his friends ■, but the emperor on his arrival wiflied to con- 
fer them opitJther perfbhs. Kppttpb al Mpolk ppoii this, obferved, 
that M", itt" the very cpcameiicement of hk effice, has advice fhould 
,;4 . . ' ' ■'/' -i. '.’■■■J ■ ' .-not 

Abdoollah Kban, appointed vistier wiisf -rfbwe'; titles' cte Fta-iakWsre’s 
figoifies, The axis of -die* ' ■ ■ ; ■/ . 
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Bot be followed, it would deftroy his credit as vizier j while Meer 
Jumlah, Ferokhfere’s private favourite, remarked to him, that how far 
foever princes might truft fervants with power, yet they ought to 
keep due deference, and not appoint to important ftations without 
orders from the prefence^ In £hort, thou^ this diipute ended in 
the vizier’s giving up one of the offices to the emperor’s choice, 
yet it left mutual hatred in their minds. But the chief caufe of 
confufio’n in affairs, and the confequent difrepute of the vizier, his 
brother the ‘‘ameer al amra, and all the fyeds of Bareh, was this: 
Ferokhfere had none of the qualities of empire, penetration or con- 
dud:. He was of low mind and manners, and poffelled only an 
ill-placed liberality, bellowing extravagant favours on. men without 
defert .and of low rank. Yet generofity is fuch a quality, that, 
however profufe, it has its admirers. Perfons eager of gain will 
praife it, and it leaves a good name to the pofleflhr in tMs frail world. 
Ferokhfere was therefore beloved by the common peopdej hut, in 
fad, he had not the lesdt aialife? c©mmaij4 or even 


Meer Jumlah, envious and afpiring, hut void of capacity, 
fought fuperiority over all the nobility i and having fcattered to the 
winds the honour and fortunes of Afoph ad Dowlah and his fon,. 
accumulated during a century and half, was meditating the de- 
ffrudion of the fyeds. He could not fee them the patrons of the 
people and guiders of adminiffration,^: : K al Moolk alfo, being 
much, addicted, to Wopicn .and luxury, fought for leifure, and had. 
entrufted the reins of his authority to his dewan Ruttun Chund, 
who had been purveyor to his family j a man, rigid in his idola- 
trous faith, but incapable of directing the affairs of the vizarut, 
the higheft office in the empire. From thefe caufes, contentions 
daily encreafing, eventually ruined the. imperial authority of the 


» Syed Hoijffem Alee Khan, honoured by this title on Ferokhlfeei's fiiccefs 
near Agra. ■ , 
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family of Timur, which had been eftabliihed four hundred years, 
and the fyeds of Bareh were abufed as traitors to future time. A 
world was deftroyed by thefe enmities, and the empire of Hindoo- 
fta.n irrecoverably difordered. 

The emperor and Meer Jumlah, with their partizans, had 
formed a plan for the feparation of the brothers, which was, to 
difpatch one for the punifliment of* Maharaja Ajeet Sing Rhatoree, 
who, Jfince the death of Aulumgeer, had been guilty of rebellion, 
by deftroying the mofques and erecting idol temples in his zemin- 
dary, and, as yet, with impunily, _ owing to the wars of Shaw 
Aulum with his brothers, the infurreaiohs of the liks, and the 
fucceeding broils of the impeml family, from the death of Shaw 
Aulum till the prefent time. The ameer al amra, Houflbift Alee 
Khan, accordingly marched with a confiderable army j and Ajeet 
Sing, feized with dread at his approach, having evacuated the low 
lands, took refuge in the faffcnefles of the mountains, with his fenuly 
and effedts. Notwithftanding the hints he received from court to 
oppofe the ameep al a|pra, he lent ambaffa^rs to beg quarter and 

forgjvenef8,df court 

'havingjpahed ^_thejfiame®-;:t^’®^®enuent;fbetwd^h^^ and 

the him, he wrote repeated 

letters coh|^ to haften to Dhely. The 

ameet al amra therefore, being fearful of delay, received the fub- 
millions of Ajeet Sing, obliged him to pay a large ’’ pelhculh, to 
give a daughter in marriage to Ferokhfere, and fend his fon to court. 
After concluding this treaty, he returned to the capital. 

: ; Koottub 


a The rajas of Rhatore, called alfo Mar^ar, were of the firft coufequence ia 
Hiadooftan-; but of late 'their, power has, aiid a great p^t of 

their territory b^en wrefted frona theui'-by thejMharattaSi 

^ An offering of rnoney, made on taking poffefTion of an office or lands 
from government, alfo as an acknowledgment of fubmiffion on receiving pardon 
.-fc'ifete. offences* ■ ■ . ‘ ■ • ; . . . 
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Koottub al Moolk being vizier, and his brother ameer al amra, 
it was difficult to exercife any adt of government, fuch as the con- 
ference of honours, lands, or appointment to offices, without their 
approbation, and they wiffied nothing to be done contrary to their 
pleafure. At the fame time, Meer>Jumlah, the confidential minifter 
of the emperor, 'who had pubiidy fignifiod that his promife and 
fignature were the fame as his own, received applkations and 
granted petitions, in order to obtain popularity j but Ruttun Chund, 
dewan to the vizier, difpleafed at his interference, refufed obe- 
dience to the royal orders through the favourite j nor indeed would 
he forward any perfon’s bufinefs without a* prefent for himfelf and 
his patron. For thefe reafons he was not only hated by Ferokhfere 
and Meer Jumlah, but by the people i yet, emboldened by the 
fupportof his mailer, he behaved with great infolence. The bro- 
thers were enraged at Meer Jumlah, who oa his pari reptefmted 
their condud as 

trte'd to7ilif^^^hut vain? were betrayed to the 



AURtINGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS. 

and Khan Dowraun ; but from his irrefolution and cowardiccj his 
plans were changed day after day, and nothing was determined. 
Owing to the rumours of thefe di&ntions, bufinefs was at a ftand 
in the capital, fo that the neceflaries of life became very dear. 

When much time had pafled in this manner, and mediators 
interfered, the emperor’s mother went to the houle of Koottub al 
Moolfc, and fatisfied his mind, by agreeing that his troops fhould 
garrifon tlie citadel, while he and the ameer al amra vifited her fon. 
Accordingly, the brothers came to court, aiked pardon for their 
offences, and complained ; of the :«mpetbFs fuf^^^ of their at- 
tachment from . &e “ irifinuatib^^ perfons. Taking off 

-their fwords, they laid ttem at his feet, faying, “ If we are 
** guilty, here are our heads, and there the inftruments of punifh- 
-« ment j but if, from regard to our fervices, our deaths fhould 
“ be uneafy to the royal mind, difplace and difmifs ifs from the 
** prefence, that we may gather purity in a pilgrimage to Mecca 
« and the holy tombs of our illuftrious * anceftors. If it is the royal 
«* will to \ife‘‘:om' feryices, and us m^the prefence, to fiften 
«• tp, .the' calumny ’''"df us, ,is' 

,<* rules 'iSf pru- 

-« dencef adj'ufted, that Meer Jum- 
lah, being prc^oted to the foubadary of Bahar, fhould be banifhed 
the prefence,, and the ameer al amra march to Dekkan, 

Meet Jumlah was difmifled to his government in a few days 
after the reconciliation. Nizam al Moolk was recalled from Dek- 
kan, and Daood Khan ordered from Guzarat to Boorahanpore, 
there to wait the commands of the ameer al amra. 


« The grandfons of Mahummud by his daughter Fatima, the wife of Alee. 



After thefe arrangements, the emperor, who was recovered A.H. 
from a fevere “illnefs, which had hitherto prevented the celebration *7; :', 
of his marriage with the daughter of Maharaja Ajeet Sing, ilTued . 
orders for preparations for that ceremony. The ameer al amra vi 

condudfced the feftivities on the part of the bride, and the marriage i ,| 

was performed with a Iplendour and magnificence,^ till then unfecn 

T z amonff fs! 


# It was about this time that the Eafl: India Company obtained their firmaun 
of free trade from Ferokhfere. The embaffy fent to him had been fome time 
unfuccefsfully employed, owing to the intrigues of the navob of Bengal, when 
an accident occafioned a fudden and fortunate conclufion to the negotiation* 
Ferokhfere was feized with a diforder which the fkiil of his own phyficians 
could not cure, and he was given over by them. Reduced to this extremity, 
he was advifed to truft his cafe to Mr. Hamilton, the furgeon to the embaffy, 
who, by an operation, reftored him to health* During the operation it was 
reported, that the emperor had died under the furgeon^s hands; and fo great 
was the fury of the populace, that they furrounded the houfe of the embafla-* 
dors, threatening to weiS‘0i3^':|b. Be agpe^fed by Fefokhfere’s 

ihewta| ftMte, and affuring them that 

hew life from the fkiil of Mr. Hamilton. Upon this the 
Englifh became as much venerated, as they had been before defpifed. Ferokh- 
fere conferred great marks ' of diftindion on Mr. Hamilton, and promifed to 

grant any favour he chofe to afk. Mr. Hamilton, inftead of requefting rewards 

for himfelf, befought the grant of the Company’s requilitions ; which were in- 
ftantly complied with, and the fees of office remitted. Upon the return of the 

embaffy, the emperor was very urgent with Mr. Hamilton to remain in his 

fervice, which he declined for the prefentj but promifed to return, when he 
jhould have fettled his affairs at Calcutta. Among the prefents made him by 
E,er6khfere, were models^ of all his furgical inftruments of' pure gold. Mr. 
Hamilton, foon afief his return to Bengal, died of a putrid fever; and the 
emperor, not fatisfied with the account of this event from the governor and 
council, feat an officer of rank to Calcutta to examine the truth from the 
natives, whofe folemn teftimony and that of the Europeans were taken to the 
emperor. 1 had this anecdote from Mr. Hallings, who tells me, that at his 
firft arrival in India there were living witneffes of the circumftances of it, and 
Mr. Hamilton’s monument was to be feen in the burial ground of Calcutta, 
upon which the account of them was engraved. In a Life of Ferokhfere, the 
circumftance of his recovery by a European furgeon is mentioned; alfo the de- 
lay of his marriage from iilnefs. The Company owe fomething to the memo- 
ry of a man who fo nobly preferred their intereft to his own advantage. 
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among the princes of Hindooftan. Many pompous infignia were 
added to the royal train upon this occafion. The illuminations, 
rivalled the planets, and feemed to upbraid the faint luftre of the 
ftars. High and low Shared the feftivity, and joy thrilled through 
the veins of all. The emperor came to the palace of the ameer al 
amra, where thp ceremony was performed i after which, he car- 
ried the princefs in the higheft fplendour of imperial pomp to the 
citadel, amid the refoundings of mufical inftruments and acclama- 
tions of the populace. 

% 

The ameer al ai3f«a,,.^ha??mg ^ai^,vF;^hhfere, that in cafeof 
any breach .of the - pfothifef'’ e againil his brother 

Kfiottub al Moolh, he would return to Dhely in twenty days,, 
began his march towards Dekkam The emperor however had 
recalled Daood Khan, the chief of an Afghaun tribe of tried valour,, 
and poffeffing great influence and friendthip with tfe' Mharattas,. 
from the government of Guzarat to that of Boorahanpore, appar- 
ently as ^puty to the ameer al amra, but with fecret orders to. 
eppofe.smd ,arrivd_at'Bporahan-_ 

porei’‘'-|je^m'td al 

g<we&cttMeht of'all Bekkan 
had beeia nScseflary he jfliould not draw 

his foot 'from ‘'M;'ll^e.hfobSlen^ but, come to meet himfub- 
miflively, cor rotire to Dhely. Daood' Khan, difiregarding this,, 
pitched his camp under the walls of the city, and called to his 
affiftance Neemajee Sindia, a principal Mharatta chief, who had 
been taken into dw imperial fervice by Shaw Aulum, and enjoyed 
the rank of feven tfaoufand, with feveral diftri<fts in jaghire in the 
vicinity of Aurungabad. 

The ameer al amra, when amved near Boorahanpore, repeated 
his admonitions, but in vjubj u^n which he march^ to puniflx 
• jpEp j and Daood Khan, who regarded himfelf as the hero of his 

>:x> 





age, was prepared to receive him. The engagement was very 
bloody on both fides. Daood Khan had given orders to his ele- 
phant driver to carry him to the ameer al amra, whom he was 
ambitious of attacking in perfons and notwithftanding his advanced 
line, which had charged the artillery of the enemy, was driven 
back with great daughter, he, with many of .his chief ofEcers 
mounted on elephants, made repeated attempts to break through, 
the foe. His bravery began to alarm the troops of the ameer al 
amra, feveral of whofe principal dependants were killed and 
wounded, and among them Meer Mulhrifij the chief officer and 
favourite of his mailer, who was wounded by an arrow from Daood 
Khan, and. llirown from his elephant. At length Daood Khan 
approached near the ameer al amra, whofe army, now feized with 
a panic, fled on all fides, leaving him with only a few confidential 
attendants. At this crifis, a matchlock ball ftriick Dao<xi ELhan, 
who fell dead on the feat of his dbephantjji and the day of his prof* 
parity fiis followers inflandy 

dipeifb^' asiiii'-^^ founded the trumpets of victory, 

commanding the body of Daood Khan to be dragged at the tail of 
an elephant round the city of Boorahanpore, ISeemajee Sindia, 
who in the beginning of the aftion had retired to a diftance with his 
followers, came up to congratulate the vidor, and his troops plun- 
dered the fugitives of his late patron. The effeds, horfes, and 
elephants of Daood Khan were feized by the ameer al amra, who, 
fome time afterwards, font a. few of the latter to court.- 


The following circumftance is related. Daood Khan, while 
foubadar of Guzarat, had married the daughter of a zemindar of 
that province, and fhe was at the time of his death feven months 
gone with child. Determined not to furvive her lord, fhe ripped 
open her 'womb, fo as to lave the life of the infant, and died. 
When the emperor received intelligence of the vidory gained by 
the ameer al amra, he was much, afflided, and laid to 'Koottub al 

Moolk,. 
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Moolk, that fb valiant and celebrated a chief, as Daood Khan, had 
, been unjuftly flain j when the vizier obferved, that had his brother 
fallen by the hand of the Afghaun, his majefty would have been of 
a diiferent opinion. 


- Jt’i’ , ' 

i'SIliill 


During this year, by the well conduced valour of Abd al Sum- 
mud Khan, Bunda, chief of the files, who had pretended to royalty, 
and committed great depredations in the province of Lahore, was 
taken prifoner, and received the juil reward of his crimes. He 
was * lineally defeended from an adapted Ion of Nannuk Shaw, the 
founder of the fe%ion;o|;the--fi|is/”in_;;ife!;'’|ei^^ of the emperor 
Baber. 'Hihdoo'- grain merchant of the 

Kitttreje ^frlbe, dhd being a youth of good capacity and, pfeafing 
manners, engaged the notice of lyed Houflun, a celebrated difveflii 
by whofe inftrudlions he -made great progrefs in learning, and be- 
came an admirer of the fyftems of Ipeculative and'^iftfemplativc 
divinity of the mufiulmaun devotees. Having feledted fome of their 
tenets, he tranflated thern into the Punjaubee dialed^ with ad^- 
tiopig ©f hi^ pwni5;a^^,esd|ed,the'coi^|®^on Kkrunt, which became 

^oaf^'^^it'^Kgious fed, 
.co^queiieel ' Nannuk 'left two 
fons, the fupremacy of their "order, 

which wai' gwen 'fey ek^on, to Ingud, one of their father's fol- 
lowers, who held it thirteen years. He, having no fon, was fuc- 
ceeded by a difciple, who prefided over the order twenty two 
years, and though he had fons, he placed Ramdafs, his fon in law, 
in the diredion. Ramdaft lived only feven years, and was fucceeded 
by his fon Goorroh Arjun, whofe fon Hir Govind inherited his 
dignity. Hir Govind-svddeft fcHi»dying, he was fucceeded by his 
grandfon, Hir Roy, who after feventeeh years left this world, and 
was fucceeded by his infiint fon Hir Kilhen. He having no iflue, 

his 

IS contra.di(51:ed by other writers, who fey he was of obfeure parentage} 
; s believe this account of his defeent, or affedl to do fo. 

. ‘ 1 '' '■'*'’1 Y-"' r 

j tS, '* ^ jv,4 > ' r" 

■ I,.’ ‘.'"i '' 








ilili 


FEROKHSERE. 

his uncle Teeghe Bahadur, younger fon of Hir Govind, was eleded, 
but was put to death as a dangerous heretic in the feventeenth year 
of Aulumgeer’s reign, he having colleded his followers, and levied 
contributions from the inhabitants of his neighbourhood, in con- 
jundion with Hafiz Adam, a mufliilmaun devotee, and his votaries. 
Some time after the death of Teeghe Bahadur, his fon Goorroh 
Govind, haying colleded his followers, gave them arms and horfes, 
which till his time they had never ufed, and began to commit 
depredations ; but he was foon obliged to fly, and two of his fons, 
being taken prifoners, were put to death. Being defirous of return- 
ing to his home, he prevailed on fome Afghauns to condud him, 
dhguifed as one of their devotees, through the army ftationed at 
Sirhind; and for the remainder of his life kept himfelf retired, 
having lofl his faculties in grief for his Tons. He ordered his dif- 
ciples to wear blue, and leave their boards and the hair of their 
heads unfihlaved, which they do to &is day*. He was fucceeded by 
Bunda, one of Ms Goorroh Govind. 

ana while Shaw Aulum was in 
Dekkan againft Kaum Bukhfh, colleded his followers, to revenge 
the death of his predeceflbr’s fons. He committed the greateft 
cruelties On the muflulmauns, in every advantage fhewing no 
quarter to age or fex, and even ripping up women with child. The 
emperor Shaw Aulum found it neceflary to march in perfon againfl: 
him, and he was befieged in the fortrefs of Loeh Ghur, which 
was taken, but Bunda found means to efcape, and raife new infuir- 
redions. ' , ' 


» The fiks admit profelytes from any feA. They profefs deifm. Their cere- 
monies I am not informed of. they mourn at a birth, and rejoice at death. 
It is faid, every profelyte is obliged to drink the water, in which fome fiks 
have wathed their feet, mixed with hog’s blood; a horrid abomination to a 
pious muffalmaun. Hindoo profelytes drink water, in which a f«?w drops of 
3 cow’s blood have been mingled. ^ 
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The death of Shaw Aulum, the difputes of his tons, and the 
unfcttled ftate of Jehaundar Shaw’s government, prevented means 
being taken 'for the extirpation of the hereiy / and Bunda, taking 
advantage of the diftradlion of the times, acquired an alarming 
degree of power. Upon the acceffion of Ferokhfere, Iflaum Khan, 
foubadar of Lahore, was fent againft him, but defeated with great 
flaughterj; upon which Bazeed Khaun, fojedaur of Sirhind, was 
commanded to punifh him, and took the field. He was afiaffinated 
in his tent, when alone at evening prayers, by a fik, commiffioned 
for that purpofe by Bunda, and the murderer efcaped unhurt. Abd 
ai Summud Khan, governor of Kaiiawser, was now promoted to 
the foubadary of Lahore, and fent agaihft the rebels with a great 
army. After many fevere engagements, he forced Bunda to take 
refuge in a fortreft, which was blockaded fo eftcdlually, as to Out 
off every fupply. The garrifon was reduced to the neceffity of eat- 
ing cows, horfes, afies, and other animals forbidden by their laws j 
when * at length, having no provifion of any fort left, and being 
reduced to the extemily of famine and difeafe, they begged for 

ftan^rd on the 

bbdids ' into a fivtef*ffiar 
'and pasfons o^ rank he put in chains, and 
placed them upon camels and afies, with caps of paper on their 
heads, and proceeded with them to Lahore in this manner, to excite 
the derifion and infults of the populace. The mother of Bazeed 
Khan, whofe murderer had been rewarded by the liks, and diftin- 
guifhed by the tide of Taia Sing, upon his being pointed out to her 
in the pfoceffion, threw down a heavy ftone from the roof of her 
houfe as het palled, and kilfed hina on tlse J^sot, in revenge for the 
death of her fon, After Lome days, Bunda and the other captives 
were fent to Dhely j througli which he was carried in an iron cage 

■ n an elephant, drelTed in a robe of gold brocade, and upon his 

' ’ head 
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head a red turban, embroidered with gold. Behind him fat a 
foldier with a drawn fabre. Preceding him were borne by perfons 
mounted on elephants numberlefs heads of his difciples on long poles, 
alfo a cat upon a ftafF, to denote that not an animal belonging to 
him was fpared from daughter. After his elephant came, tied two 
and two upon camels, feven hundred and forty prifoners, having 
each a hand bound to his neck. Upon their heads were fantaftic 
caps, and tliey wore habits of dieep Ikins, with the wool outwards. 
The fiks bore the infults of the populace with the greateft firmnefs, 
and deadily refufed the emperor’s offers of life if they would em- 
brace the Mahummedan faith. They were put to death, an hun- 
dred each day, on the enfuing feven days. On the eighth, Bunda 
and his fon, with their remaining friends, were executed without 
the city. They were carried to the place of execution in ridiculous 
proceffion. A dagger was put into the hands of the chief, who 
was commanded to kill his infant fon j but refufing, the child was 
flain by the exepuf^li(?|^ his , heart, tora dpt, and forced into the 
father’s motph. ':-'® then put to death, by the tearing of 

his flefh with red hot pincers and other tortures, which he bore 
with the greateft conftancy j and had he not inflidted fimilar cruel- 
ties on others, he might be regarded as a’ martyr to his faith. It 
is faid, he made the following reply to Mahummud Ameen Khan, 
who had remonftrated with him on his condudl : “ When the fins of 
a people become exceffive, the divine Avenger fends forth among 
** them a tyrant, like myfelf, to ’punifh their crimes } but when 
“ the meafure of juftice is filled, commits him to the hands of one 
more powerful, that he may receive the reward of his adions. 
** What are the cruelties and oppreflions of the wicked, if they 
** ihew not the rod of the Almighty 1 ” * 

VoL. II. U Ferokhfere 

» The fiks now polTefs the provinces of Lahore, Pungjaub, and Moultaun, 
with great part of Dhely, and bands of them have more than once made in- 
roads on the navob vizier’s dominions, but have been as often eafily repelled 

■ ; by 
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1.1128. Feroklifere had levied a body of twenty thoufand horfe, and 
^ 7 ^ 5 * fettled the pay of each man at “fifty rupees per month, which had 
now fallen in arrear a whole year. Many of the officers having 
from two to nine hundred men, had ferved, in hopes of procuring 
jaghires, without perfonal pay, during this period, at the end of 
which orders were ifihed to difmils them. At this crifis, alfo, Meer 
Jumlah arrived at Dhely from his government of Bahar, where 
affairs were in the utmoll: confufion, owing to his bad condud. 
He had kept up a greater force than he could pay, fo that the 
ibldiers became mutinous, and committed the greateft outrages and 
oppreffions on the inhabitants of the city of Patna, and the diftrids. 
Meer lunalah, dreadhjg a revolt as dangerous to his perfonal fafety, 
iied unknown to his followers, and travelling in a covered litter 
reached Dhely in fifteen days firom Patna. His fudden arrival gave 
univerfal credit to reports, which had been prevailing, that Ferokh- 
fere was meditating the imprifonment of the vizier } and though he 
was not admitted to the prefence, but received tokens of the royal 
difpleafure for quitting his government without orders, and went him- 
felf to vifit ICoo'ttub al Moolk, whofe mediation he begged with the 
hpifiHeft entreaties, his condud was^lnteij^reted as;ii^eitfiil'. The 
difcha^ed cavahj^xl^oious fijr^^arrcars, lud furidunded the palaces 
of KhanDowraun, deputy 

ameer al dthra,' '^^ Juinlah, which was attributed to the 
intrigues of the latter, and an intent of feizing the vizier in the 
tumult. Koottub al Moolk being alarmed, colledted his dependants 

from 


by the approach of our array. They have a tradition among them, from their 
founder Nannuk, that their order and power will be deftroyed by white men 
from the weft* and they regard Eurc^ns, as the people .j^ftined to fulfil the 
prophecy. Nannuk is faid alfo to have told the emperor Baber, that his de- 
fcendants would fill the throne of Dhely for ten generations, and no longer. 
If fo, this prophecy may be r^arded as nearly verified, Shaw Aulum being the 
• ; tenth in dcfcent j and it is more than probable, that after him an emperor 
1 . . ceafe to be acknowledged in Hindooftan. At prefent he is merely nomin^. 

' ; - Between five and fix pounds fterling. 


'* w . ! , n 

"m ' ’■ , 


iwiiliiii 




FEROKHSERE. 



from the neighbouring diflrids; and during five or fix days the | 

capital was a fcene of confufion, both the mutineers and the forces 
of the vizier being under arms, watching the motions of each other 
day and night. At length Meer Jurakh took refuge with Mahum- 
mud Ameen Khan, , and Ferokhfere, to calm the fufjpicions of the 
vizier, having removed him from his employments, banifhed him , 
to Lahore, and fatisfied the fdldiery j but this, as there was no fin- 
cerity between the parties, did not put an end to their jealoufies ; 
fb that the emperor never went to hunt or made a movement, but 
reports arofe that it was to feize Koottub al Moolk, who W'as 
always in alarm, and furrounded by troops for his protedWon. 

In this year died the Navob Afoph ad Dowiah Aflud Khan A. H. i: 
Bahadur, father to the kte ameer al amra, in the ninety fourth lunar ^ 
year of his age. He was defcended from an illuftrious family of 
Turkomauns. His father fled from the oppreffiom of Shaw Abbas 
of Perfia into Hi^p«|f^, ,was raifed to high rank by Jehaungeer, 
aM. near'rcktion to his emprefs Noor i 

Jehauft. /oic name of Afoph ad Dowiah was Ibrahim. He was 
very early noticed by Shaw Jehaun, who married him to a daughter 
of his vizier Afoph Jah, brother to the emprefs above mentioned, 
and promoted him to the office of fecond bukhfhi, which he held 
till the fifteenth year of Aulumgeer, when he was raifed to the 
rank of four thoufand, and a few years afterwards to the office of 
vizier, and highefl: order of nobility, fcven thoufand. He was con- 
tinued in employment by Azim Shaw, upon whofe death he was :j 

diftinguHhed by Shaw Aulum, appointed ‘ vaqucel muttuUuk, and 
' his fon made ameer al amra j but on the acceffion of Ferokhfere 
he was difgraced, had his eflates feized, and his fon was put to 
death. Since that period, he had lived upon a fcanty pcnfion in 
a fort of confinement, but much refpeded by all ranks. It is 

■, :U 2 ■ .■ reported. 

An officer properly controuling every department, never cretted Ipt on great 
emergencies. To .Afoph ad Dowiah it was a mere nominal honour. 
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repotted, that Ferokhfere, in his lail illnefs, fent to aik his pardon 
for his treatment of him, and to requeft his advice how to adt to- 
wards the fyeds. Afoph ad Dowlah faid, that the emperor had 
been led to do wrong by his unlucky deftiny, and ‘when he had 
ruined his family, he had deftroyed the pillars of the empire of 
Ximur^ that as he had entrufted the reins of government to the 
fyeds, he ihould feek only their fatisfadion, . for diffeption could 
only render his affairs worfe, and draw down ruin upon his own 
head. Afoph ad Dowlah was buried with great funeral pomp, 

at the expenfe of the emperor, in a maufoleum, ereded by his 
fither. for the family. 

Ferokh^re, by the advice of his favourites, had appointed 
fcveral perfbns to offices in Dekkan s but the ameer al amra, re- 
garding them as inimical to his authority, kept them unemployed 
by various excufes, and filled their places with his own dependants j 
which enraged the emperor, who was treated alfb with the famp. 
difrefped by his vizier at Dhely. The dewan. Raja Ruttun Chund, 
controuled all the imperial offices, fo as to leave their pofleffors 

to his 

} arid _^c^ impe|j^yde wan and_^Roy filoyan, whofe 
peaiifei %!»>' fieding it in yain.to pleife 

the mihdters, being divefted of all power, re- 

quefted to refign their nominal offices. 

Ferokhfere, willing if poffible to regain his authority, recalled 
to court Einaiut Oollah Khan, who had been dewan to Aulumgeer, 

V ; : ‘ intending 

» Ldt this expreffion fliould be mifunderftood, it is fignified, that tlie pro- 
perty of the foil is all in the emperor,, and the landholder are removeable at 
pleafure } - but they were fuffered to , be hereditary, unlefs in cafes of treafon, 
rebellion, or defalcation of revenue, except in thofe diftrias above named demefnes’ 
which were referved for the private fupport of the royal houfehold, and were 
; femed to renters annually, or in kale. 



intending to reftore him to his former office } but this nobleman, 
fearful of offending the powerful vizier, at firft declined the offer, 
nor did Koottub al Moolk, who had experienced his abilities, wiflx 
for fuch a rival. , He was, however, at length perfuaded by Akli- 
laafsKhan, his friend, who tried to reconcile the jarring interefts, 
to confent to the appointment, on a promife that Einaiut Oollali 
ffiould not propofe any thing to the emperor, or fill inferior offices, 
without his knowledge and approbation, and agreed that Ruttun 
Chund ffiould not interfere in the management of the royal revenue. 
As Koottub al Moolk, on account of the difpleafure of Ferokhfere 
and his own fondnefs for pleafure, fat but little in the courts of the 
vizarut, which occafioned great delay in bufinefs and vexation to 
clients, Einaiut Oollah requefled that he would at lead come once a 
day to his office j which he promifed, but foon failed to perform. 


Einaiut Oollah Khan, notwithftandihg his reputed abilities, did 
not confult thp.time^^^ f^^ thofe 

of the'^rfeiljiS of ■ He obtained the emperor’s orders to 

revive the * capitation tax upon infidels ; which difobliged Raja 
Ruttun Chund and all the Hindoos. As many eunuchs, Kaffi- 
mirians, Hindoos, and perfons of bad charaders, had procured 
valuable jaghires, fo as to leave no fubfiftence or rewards for the de- 
ferving, he wiffied to confifcate feme and leffen others, to make 
room for them. This regulation interfering with the dependants of 
Koottub al Moolk, he was much difpleafed, and all the deputies in 
office hated the ftridnefs of the new dewan. The agreement be- 
tween him and the vizier was foon broken, and changed into mutual 
oppofition. A dependant of Ruttdn Chund, who owed a confider- 
able balance of revenue to government, was confined for the debt 
by Einaiut Oollah, who refufed to releafe him at the requeft of his 
patron; but the defaulter finding means to make his efcape, took 
; . ' . " ffielter 

» Thirteen rupees per annum for every two thoufand of property poflefled by 
the Hindoos. The lame, blind, and very poor, weije excufed. 
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flielter in his houfe, and Ruttun Chund would not give him up to 
the royal officers. The emperor, enraged at his infolence, com- 
manded Koottub al Moolk to^ difcharge him from his fervice j hut 
the vizier would not obey. 

Another great caufe of difagreement between the emperor and 
Koottub al Moolk was this : Raja Jey Sing had been difpatched 
with a powerful army to reduce Chooramun, chief of the Jauts, 
who had raifed a retellion in the province of Agra jj the rebel, 
after a refiftance of nearly a yiear, being reduced to extremity, fent 
an agent to K,ootttih al Mocdk* offering to pay him a confiderable 
fum of a kcge pefficnfb to the royal treafury, and to come 

hip fuhmiffiom at* court, if he would procure his pardon 
and. the troops of Jey Sing. The vizfer, thinking to pro- 
cure a new and ufeful partizan in Chooramun, obliged Ferokhfere, 
much againfr his inclination, to accept the offers. The rebel 
accordingly came to Dhely, and was admitted once to the royal 
pretence. Raja Jey Sing was greatly ditpleafed at the efcape of 
<^ooramun fre^^j^ hands, and complai»ed to Ferokhfere of the 
ihewn him in fetura .1# f^kos-^ :|^,^feeiable intel- 
Kgppcp aliO; drived from Defcfeafi, whitjh caufed fr^ difientions at 

e»pire » confufioru- . «*- 



When the apaeer al amra, after the defeat of Daood Khan, had 
proceeded to the capital of Aurungabad, and began to adjuft the 
affairs of his government, he found that Kaundoo Dhearee, who 
was eftahliffied on the part of * Raja Sahoo in the province of 
KJmn^flie, had erefled -a chain of fmall frets, on the high road 
J^tween the port of Surat and the city of Boorahanpore. His 
jmttas, iffuing from thefe ftarions, Qlffiged.#3!8fc3to and travellers 
to pay a fourth part of their property j .oir, in cafe of refiftance, 
plundered them of the whole, and confined their perfons till they 

received 

.S?"v: ■ • Chief of the Mharattas, 
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received a ranfom. - The ameer al amra difpatched one of his chiefs, 
with four thoufand horfe and as many foot, to expell the Mharattas, 
and raze the forts ; but this officer being drawn into an ambufh by 
Kaundoo Dhearee, who pretended to fly before him, was defeated 
and. flain, with many of his troops, and the remainder were 
made prifoners. The ameer al amra now fent againfl: the rebels 
Mohukkum Sing, his dewan, and his own brother Syef ad Dien 
Ali Khan, governor of Boorahanpore, in great force ; upon which 
Kaundoo, not chufing to hazard an engagement, retired to his 
mafter Raja Sahoo in the fortrefs of Sittarra, but his followers con- 
tinued to commit depredations as ufual, cautioufly avoiding their 
enemy. Mohukkum Sing, unable to bring the Mharattas to a 
decilive aifion, marched to befiege Sittarra, when he was recalled 
by the ameer al amra, who had obtained intelligence of diffentions 
at Dhely, and that the emperor had fent* private orders to Raja 
Sahoo and all the perfons of authority in Dekkan to oppofe and 
diftref* him* , vifited by Mubariz 

Kham'^'filttWat’'' and other imperial cheers, yet 
he never could properly eftablifh his authority in Beejapore, Hyder- 
abad, or the Carnatics. 


The emperor Aulumgeer, in a war of twenty five years, had 
reduced the two remaining muflulmaun * monarchies of Dekkan, and 
taken forty fortreffes from the Mharattas, when Tara Bhay, widow 
of Ramrauje, their chief, offered to fobmit, if he would allow her 
ten rupees in each hundred fk»n the coUedions of the country, ds 
original proprietor of the foil. '^^The emperor, however, either 
difdaining to make terms with infidels, or fi-om avarice, refufed this 
offer. Shaw Aulum, his fueceflbr, entered into negotiations for a 
treaty with Tara Bhay and Raja Sahoo y but, owing to difagreC- 
ments between the two latter concerning the divifion of the allow- 
ance, it was never finally adjufled j and upon his return from 

Dekkan 


Beejapore and Golconda, 



Dekkan the Mharattas demanded the choute, or fourth part of the 
revenues, which the foubahdar Daood Khan agreed to pay them, on 
condition that the jaghires of the princes of the blood and his own 
fliould be excepted from this tribute; alfo, that his own agent, 
HeeraftiUn, fhould fuperintend their colledlions, and that they fhould 
not plunder or moleft caravans. Thus affairs were tolerably con- 
duced during his government, and, at firll, in that of his fucceffor 
Nizam al Moolk, which lafted only a year and five months ; but 
in the latter part of it the Mharattas renewed their plunders. 

The ameer al amra, finding the emperor leagued with the 
enemy,, and his brother the vizier oppofed at Dhely, thought it 
mofi: prudent to make peacei and bind the Mharattas to his intereft. 
He accordingly ratified the conditions granted them by Daood 
Khan, with the addition of the allowance of deefmukkee, or ten 
rupees in every hundred. It was fettled, that Bifhonaut and 
Chimnajee fliould refide as agents of Raja Sahoo, with a refpeCable 
force, at Aurungabad, to receive the choute, and that they fliould 
eftablifli colleCors in the diftriCs over the deefmukkee. Thus, for 
a fime, the calamities of. war and hs attendant A^ane; which had 
Dekkan for along feries of years, fubfidted, and the people 
began toi^ejtepoA j lAt of diftriCs and of 

revenue were more diftrefled than ever, as they had now three col- 
leCors, one from the prefence, one for the choute, and a third 
' for the deefmukkee. Ferokhfere was highly enraged at the ameer 
al amra for concluding this treaty, but had not the courage to refufe 
his aflent, or ability to counteraC: the. ufurpations of his rainifter, 
who direCed the affairs of Dekkan as he pleafed, employing none 
but his own dependants, and paying no attention to the royal ap- 
pointments, uhlels he was affured of the fidelity of the perfons to 
himfelf. 





About 
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About this time Ferokhfere had conferred the government of 
Boorahanpore, as deputy to the ameer al amra, upon Jaun Niffar 
Khan, an old nobleman , of reipedted character, and related by 
adoption to the minifters, in hopes that he would hearken to his 
adv-ice, and become more obedient to the imperial pleafure. Jaun 
Niflar Khan arrived at the Nerbudda ^with only his common at- 
tendants, not chufihg tp raife titiops, left the appearance of them 
Ihould excite jealoufy in the ameer al amra, elpecially as Mk- 
hummud Ameen Khan had been detached with an army to Malwa, 
a province bordering on Dekkan, at the fame time he received his 
commiffion. Reports had already fpread at Aurungabad, that the 
motive for the march of thefe nobles was the deftruition of the 
ameer al amra, and had magnified the domeftic train of one into 
eight thoufand horfej as an advanced body to an army under the 
latter of fixty thoufand men. The amder al amiki was 

foon better informed, ^ hy^ t^e.. t^ffi.|>t_ Nif&r 

to protein ' 'him a 

banditti of Mharattas, who infefted the high road, under Sunta, 
a chief, independant of Raja Sahoo. The ameer al amra complied 
w|th his requeft ; and upon his arrival at Aurungabad treated him 
with great refpeft, but delayed fending him to Boorahanpore, not 
chufing to truft a frontier ftation to one fent by the emperor. 

This'yeai?'tv^ al&Kdiftingdiftsed’-'hy'-the- ra|)id-and extraordli^ 
Mahttttmted This man, by birth 
mirian, and native of the fame- J®;ce as * Sahebeh Niffwaun, ’Mbther 
to Ferokhferei was by her introduced to the emperor, -^om he 
perfuaded that he could eafily effe<3: the deftruitmn^f the iyb^, 
without coming to open war, or caufing confufibfi the 
Fteiiokhfere, gratified by his flatteries, fuddenly promoted • hihi --'|n^ifee 


Angliiii Chief 
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rank of feven thoufand, with fuitable jaghires, and the title of 
‘ Rukkun ad Dowlah. He daily conferred upon him the mofl: ex- 
travagant prefents of jewels and money ; alfo the rich bedftead, 
•fumptuoully adorned with precious ftones, of the emperor Shaw 
Jehaun. As Rukkun ad Dowlah was a man of infamous charac- 
ter, it was fuppofed the emperor was a partner in his vice. By his 
counfel, Nizam al Moolk was recalled to court from his govern- 
ment of Moraudabad, and Sirbullund Khan from that of Patna, 
with great promifes of favour, ' to join their influejic® in the deftruc- 
tion of the fyeds. . Ajeet Sing, raja of Rhatore and &ther in, law to 
the emperof»-y.lW1ts piirpofe } but 

atri^,- "ifeihg the\'’STOfolution and varying 
he^ thought it fafeft to attach himfelf to ' 
the vmer. Nizam al Moolk and Sirbullund Khan, who expedfed 
the yizarut and ameer al amrafhip, being told by the emperor 
that he intended the former office for Rukkun ad Dowlah, refoived 
to run no rifijue merely to forve the favourite, under whom they 
efteemed it a difgrace to rank. Upon this, the diftridl of Moraud- 
ahad^^yw, Nizam with additional 

mMohii’‘befefed compliance. . During thefe 
dabalb, al, fitter occurred, when the emperor as ‘ufual 

went in iiate, attended by the nobility and troops, to the place of 
worfhip without the city; and it was rumoured, that on this day 
i^e vizier wouH fie taken prifdner or aflaffinated. Kpottub al 
''‘li%?lk,^attenj^^'hut;no, attempt was made agamft;,ln|iqi.^7,^'|ealpu- 
.li^';.',;^d,apprehenfioiis. had ^nosw'. aijfen, to., fuch..^^j^,.hp%ht, thkt be 
■ hodonger, ffi'ought.hin)Lfelf..^'i^,^.Wilh^^^ and accorj^ 


*■ Pillar of the Hate.- 

,? Feflival on condufipn of the great faft of Ratnaaan. 
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ingly wrote him to haften to Dhely for their mutual fecurity, 
as the moft powerful, vaftals of the empire were colleded in the 
capital, and Ferokhfere was daily planning fchemes for their 
deftrudion. 


The ameer al , amra^ enragfed by the intelligence froth his 
brother, refolded to march to his affif^ce, ahd by a decifive blow 
to deflxoy the power of their enemies. He had already, in order 
to alarm Ferokhfere, received with great pomp and Ceremony 
from Raja Sahoo, a youth called Moien ad Dien, faid to be a 
Ion of * Sultan Akber, and had requefted leave to come' to court, 
as the mr of Dekkan was unfavourable to his health. Ferokhfere 
was now filled with dread, and attempted a reconciliation with 
the vizier } who, in order to gain time for the arrival of his brother^ 
took a frefh oath of fidelity, as did the 
attachmOTt j but 

Moolk employed himfelf in attaching to his intereft, or at leafl 
to Hand neuter, the few confequential nobility, who had not joined 
his party, and he fucceeded. • Nizam al Moolk was promifed the 
government of Malwa, and Sirbullund Khan that of Cabul. Ma* 
hurnmud Ameen Khan and Khan Dowraun were alfo drawn over i 
fo that Ferokhfere had now no perfen of real confequence or ability 
attaohed^'to Mmfe^i'bhfe-Ma'hafaja Jey-’Sin^ ■' 'ilfe'advifed the 
tO'i-wk'e the field, 'and''’trafi:'hiS'<caufe to the-affedion of his'j|^^|^> 
who would be animated to fhfelf duty by feeing their feiyi^pk 'at 
their head, and defert the minifter, but in vain, Fesrdchfere, 
cowardly, and infatuated, would not quit the walls hiS palace, 
5vhere he continued j atone tim^te^ing fchemes fef' the 

■ ^ '' . ' •’''..tfeh 


Fourth fon of Aumingssebc, 
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tion of the hrodiers, and at another, on their difeovery, making, 
abjed fubmiflions, and imploring forgivene.fe'j every' effort at 
freedom* concluding in greater reihridions upon his authority, and 
hazard to his perfon- 

The ameer al amra haying placed his own garrifons in fuch 
fortrefles of Dekkan as he chofe to retain, and given up the re- 
mainder to the Mharattas, as the price of their friendfhip, began 
his march, with an- army of above thirty thoufetrf horfe, ten 
tlioufand of whom were Mharattas.. thd'fett of,*^' '|l|ando, 

he was from Dh% 

by .|hS to prevail on him 

f ' but ’this ^ent waa' fecretly a fpy of the 
VM 5 ier''s.rTnftead of performing the royal commiffion, he repre- 
jfented the reconciliation of Ferokhfere as preteededj^ magnified 
the dangerous influence of Rukkun ad Dowlah, and fet forth the 
danger the vizier was in from fo many of the principal nobility at 
Dhely with troops, particularly Nizam al Moolk, Sirbullund Klran^ 
M^iapmod Ameen lOian, and Maharaja Jey Sing, who would 
" ceifainly fupport the emperor, 2ioiiid'’'!he.bttt^,lcg!i^^'::%vw^draw 
* his fiivour from Rukkun adUowfeE.'” Tfee al amra continued 

' Ms march, and upon' hfe/ ahrm^ received advice,’ "tlat 

the emperbr, altoed ad paid a, vifit to Koottub 

' 'id hoh©u^ him by placing his tUrban upon his head, 

focred oaths of friendfhip had been taken be- 
on the following day the vizier* with Maharaja 
..where . die/,pro|oftations' , of -fidelity 



durbar with a loud voice, that if the emperor had fincerely no 
enmity againft him, and ihould receive him with real favour, he . 
would on his. part form no plans but of loyalty and attachment, 
and would, after receiving audience and delivering up his royal 
prifoner, return to his government. He was not however fincere 
in his declarations, for it has bem heard from the mouths of his 
intimates, that, immediately after, he toM them in private, that 
he was convinced the emperor would riiin his family, ihould he 
ever have it in his power, >nd their only fecurity was in his de- 
thronement. He proceeded on his march, and at the diftance of 
about four days from the capital was met by many of the principal 
nobility, -and his brother’s dewan. Raja Ruttun Chund, who re- 
lated to him exaggerated accounts of the condudt of Ferokhfere 
and his favourites j which enraged him fo much, that he fliewed 
©pen contempt to Zuffir Khan and othcr^ ^hoen lent 

manded his band ‘of mufic to play on his entering Ms tents, 
faying, that he no longer confidered himfelf as a fervant of the 


Agreeably to the. cefemonaal, no perfon is allowed, wkhoat 
to life the band or nobik wkhin twenty four miks of Jtk, iroyidf i 
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double the force of the brothers in number, and puniih their 
infolepce j that it was moft probable their own followers would 
defert them, fhould they fee his majefly refolded, and join the 
imperial ftandard, when the minifters muft fubmit to his pleafure, 
or fly. Ferokhfere would not be roufed to adion. He now de- 
termined to give himfelf up to the mercy of the vizier and ameer 
al amra, and even commanded all the nobility to receive their 
orders, and ad as they direaed. At length he received a melTage 
from Kopttub al Moolk, that if he would difea^ \Ji^, Sing,, from 
court, and confer the offices immediately about the ■ friyaS p>«’^n, 
fuch as the ,,pal^ direction of'’dbe-; 

haUs on theirde- 

of 'their troo]^. into the citidel, he 
ah^ h& hihtiher would come and pay their obeifance with readinefr 
ahd loyalty. Ferokhfere in reply, aflured thepi that he would 
confer the above offices on Koottub al Moolk and other fyeds, and 
receive their vifit on the feilival of the' *noroze, which would be- 
gin in a few days. Jey Sing, having received the royal orders to 

tp- hi&.^ewindaiy of Arpbere, un- 


cibnJehted to the dem^®‘ 
.e^fiththf February their troops were admit- 
the palace, and the' royal guards withdrawn; when 
i^pottiib al Moolk with Maharaja Ajeet Sing entered, and poll:-, 
ed their dependants where they thought proper, to prevent 

.^^porial fervants, but.Rukkun -ad 

''V’’ ' ' 

f ye^>' wSicR is Slvits ’a high feHival. 
emip^r”j& a^fc,^^agai^ fomewhat of every fort, from jewels 

of life, which are diftributed, to the 
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and eunuchs, were allowed to remain with the emperor. The 
ameer al amra, in princely Iplendour and parade, attended by 
his army, marched through the city, and entered the palace 
towards evening, his troops remaining under arms without, to 
prevent diforders. in the avenues. He was received with the 
greateft diftindion by the emperor, who ihed tears, and placed 
his owa turban upon his hea;d j conferring' upon- him allb, all 
the -jewels he had upon his drefs j but the ameer al amra 
behaved haughtily, refufcd part of the gifts, and having up- 
braided his majefty with ingratitude and want of confidence 
in himfelf and his brother, who had been the inftniments of 
his exaltation to the throne, took his leave in an hafty man- 
ner, negledting the cuftomary ceremonial of refped at his depar- 
ture, and returned to his camp.. At the fame time the vizier, 
witib hk followers, left the - and; the 

readnft^d to 

who, it was eafy to perceive, were not now to be controuled, or 
reconciled to his authority by his condefcenfions, took no means 
to protedt his perfon. It is probable, he thought the brothers 
would be contented with the powers of government, and leave 
him the name and pageantry of emperor, and that he had refoived 
to ftrog^e > not longer for greatei; |ffivileges of royalty. Seven tkys 
pafied 'after, ; the'!; interyiew*,-: :• ..<€)n -'me' evening of. the fcven&^.feft' 
h&- intdft^on®; to-,.iiKit: m the vicinity of Dhely 
ing morning, but laid afide hk defign on the receipt of 
from Koottub al Moolk, that the ameer al amra had feed on die 
next, as a lucky day, to deliver up the captive |mrioe he 
brought from Dekkan, and to receive" his audiehce of dififi^^' ■ 
to ^^s , government. It . has been faid, the brothers had 
that'yerokhfere’s.whlk.lo hunt was only a 
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efcajje from their hands, and that he had refolved to Ma- 
haraja Jey Sing* but this 'does not appear 'probable, as he had 
fuffercd fo many days to dlapfe without attempting to quit the 
palace, which he could have more eafily effeded in difguife, and 
unattended, than with his ufual fuite and cumbrous train of majefty. 

# 

On the morning of the fixteenth of February, Koottub al 
Moolk, attended by Maharaja Ajeet Sing, feme confidential de- 
pendants and guards, came to the citadel, and sljpwed as 

before to difinife the royal garrifon, and fuj^ly their polls iyith their 
own, The oCiS^^ 

afternoon came in 
itty; carrying in hk train, upon an ele- 
phant iri' a covered “ ambaree, the pretended captive prince but 
he did not proceed to the palace, alighting at the pavilion of 
Shaifteh Khan, Ibme diftance from it, where he remained. The 
vizier and Ajeet Sing now introduced themfelves to the emperor, and 
demanded certain conceflions and appointments for themfelves and 
friends. 1 Koottiib al Moolk in angry terms fet forth, that in return 
ibe fervices performed by Hmfelf and" hiS; th^ had 

meh with only ill-founded jealoufles, and treacherous attempts ^pon. 
tiheir lives j of which Ihe rdyil?ds:ders to Daood Khan and dtfes 
to oppofe them were clear prbofs j that they could not any longer 
lllhipii ’ to his authority, unlefs they had fecuriiy for their perfonal 
&fe%, hy ilj the offices of the palace being committed to the hands 
; d|i||/;^^feds, upon which they muft inlift. Ferokhferc, 

ordered in 

^’^^adei. ’'ifiiis'he'did in the greatefi: 
d'fo his own houfe in the palanquin of 

A canopied feat. 


ihpiifofion. 
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Imteauz Khan, not ufing his own, through fear of being moleft-* 
ed by the troops. Ferokhfere now retreated to the apartments 
of the women, which he hoped would not be violated by the 
rebels. Night was advanced, and day, like the fallen ftar of the 
emperor, funk in darknejfs. The gates of the citadel-were clofed 
upon his friends. The vizier and Ajeet Sing remained within. 
This night was dreadful to the inhabitants of the city. No one 
knew what was paffing in the palace, and the troops, of the ameer 
al amra, with ten thoufand Mharattas, remained under arms. Early 
in the morning, a rumour took place that the vizier had been 
killed by Ajeet Sing, who had refolved to proted the emperor,, 
his fon in law j upon which feveral noblemen prepared to rife 
againft the ameer al amra. By this time a quarrel had happened 
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: fervants were difperfed with little bloodihed or refiftance» It was 

I now confirmed that Ferokhfere had been taken prifonerj and the 

I * nobut announced to the people from the walls of the citadel, the 

acceffion of RufFeh al Digaut to the throne, which appealed the 
tumult, and order was in great meafure reftored. Many houfes 
i however were plundered, and the .royal ftables burned, during the 

I difturbance. 



It is faid, that Koottub al Moolk repeatedly requefted Ferokh- 
fere to quit the private apartments, and defigned to leave him in 
pofleffion of the throne, if he would confent to certain reftriilions ; 
but the emperor would not 4ruft his perfon from the haram. 
WMle argiimehts were carrying on between him and the vizier, 
the tumult began without the city, and Koottub al Moolk receiv- 
ed information from his brother, that no time was to be loft, as 
there was danger of a general revolt of their friends and the 
people. Reduced to extremity, he commanded fome Afghauns 
to force the doors, under the condudl of his brother Nudjum ad 
Dien, who having effeded it, though bravely refifted by the 
Georgian, Ethiopian, and Turkifti women-attendants, entered the 
ladies’ apartments. After much fearch, he found the emperor, 
furrounded by his mother, wife, daughter, and other princefles, 
who entreated for his fafetyj but, at fuch a time, in vain. He 
was forced from among them in the moft injurious manner, and 
immediately confined in a dark chamber, over one of the gates of 
the palace. Ruffeh al Dirjaut, the fon of Ruffeh al Kudder, 
yb^geft Aulum, was then taken from among the 

’ on^the throne, with the, tide af’*Abou 

Bbrli^:"Shumfe His accellion , was an- 

. V','.., nounced. 


Band of Mufic.';’,'',. . . ' ' 

* Son of divine favoar, Sun df the religion of Mahummud* 


FEROKHSERE* 


aounced by the found of the nobut and firing of cannon, and in a 
few hours order and quiet were reftored to the capital. Excluding 
the reign of Jehaundar Shaw, which by fome is added to that of 
Ferokhfere, he fat on the throne of Hindooftan fix years, four 
months, and a few days, according to lunar computation. 
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ABOU BERKAUT RUFFEH AL DIRJA0T, 


tJpON the acceffion of the new empeior, who was yet in- his 
minority, it was agreed*, that fliould refide in 

the pakoci he fiB^ed wid» hisown dependants and relations, 

removing even the eunuchs and other domefticks for thofe of his 
own choke. At the firft public divan a firmaun was iffued, at 
the requeft of Maharaja Ajeet Sing and Ruttun Chund, to annul 
the capitation tax on unbelievers, and orders were feat to the dif- 
ferent provinces confirming the governors and officers in poffefiion 
of their pofts. Rukkun ad Dowlah was put under driest confine- 
ment, his fortune confiicated, and proclamation made for the dif- 
covery of his effefe, as it was fuppoled he had fecreted great 
funas and valuable jewels giveii him by Ferokhfere among his 
friends. Severe tortures were allb inflifted upon his peribn, to 
compel a difclofure of his wealth. The jaghires and property of 
all the dependants of the late emperor were feized, excepting thofe 
of the ranny his queen, daughter to Ajeet Sing, at whofe requefi: 
they were fpared, and £he was allowed to return to her father. 

»wa^; ,;||^y?ee mnnfubdars and cavalry,, many of whom had 
J^ef|,,^lpng :V^§l6^.,pty in hope of obtaining; jaghires, a-nd thofe 
whox^d'.'an aUdwIik&’-.’bnt'/were igready in arrears, were difbanded 
withotttir!SCejying^atty.p^^^;^^^|#;.ii&e4^'^ 'fuch of them 
as chofe it, m^htfenter life* fervic^^^ of the “ameer al amra, at fifty 
rupees per month for each horfeman. Mahuniraud Ameen Khan 

l|( ■; . 

raifed before FerokWere’s acceffion to the empire, by that prince. 
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was appointed fecond, and Muzzuffir Khan third bukhftii. Though 
Nizam al Moolk, regarding the uncertainty of the times, withed 
to retire, he was prevailed upon to accept the foubahdary of Malwa. 
Sirbullund Khan, who had inarched towards Cabul, but had halted 
about thirty miles from Dhely to watch the turn of events, was 
recalled to court, and received . a firefli inveftiture in his govern- 
ment; after which he jproceeded, Mahummud Reza was made 
chief cauzee, and Ameer Khan, an old nobleman of Aulumgeer’s 
reign, appointed * fuddur al fuddoor ; but all the affairs of revenue 
and juftice were in fa£t only the deputies of Raja Ruttun Chund. 
No alteration was made in the arrangements of the provinces, left 
it fhould occafion difeontent and confufion, of which little had yet 
occurred at any diftance from the capital. 



The death of Ferokhfcre is related in two dySereat modes, 
both of which fhall te given, leaving the ftruth ©r falfehood on their 
authors. -- ■' 


It has been confidently faid by many credible perfons, that the 
brothers, without inflicting any perfonal injury, committed him to 
the care of an Afghaun officer in a gateway of the palace. Ferokh- 
fere one night left his chamber, while his keeper was afleep, in- 
tending to let himfelf down from the battlements of the citadel, 
by his turban and veftband; but was foon difeovered by the wary 
Afghaun, who forced him with blows from the terrace ; which 
difgrace lb affeCted the unhappy prince, .that he beat his head witlf 
fuch force againft the walls of his prifon as to fradure his Ikulh 
and he died immediately. 

Mahummud Album relates the following account, which is 
given in his own words. • , 


* An office fomewhat fimilar to chief juftice. intendan<7 of charity lands, 
and penfions to the learned and religious, were alfo under its controul. 
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“ The wretched emperor was confined nearly two months in 
a dark chamber, enduring various calamities. A hot iron was 
“ drawn over his* eyes, but it did not wholly deftroy his fight. 
“ Still anxious for liberty, he fent repeated meflages to the fyeds, 
begging mercy and reftoration to his throne j offering to ad in 
** all affairs agreeably to their pleafure. Sometimes he flattered 
his keeper, Abdoolla Khan Afghaun, promifing him the greatefl: 
rewards if he would conduct him to Maharaja Jey Sing j of 
** which the Afghaun informing his employers, they became, fear- 
ful of his efcape, and refolved upon his death. Poifon was 
“ twice mingled in his v^uals vsitfa^t effe^ ; but being adnoinif- 
** tered a third into violent agonies, and 

" contin«M During his pangs he invoked curfes 

“ on his murderers, and called on God, whofe name had witneffed 
** the treaty he had made with them, to avenge h^ caufe by m- 
“ ftant punifhment. The brothers, upon this, ort^i^ his death 
“ to be haflened with the bow- fixing, but it was with difficulty the 
** executioners could place it round his neck, as he feized it with 
his hands, and they were obliged to beat them with clubs, fo 
**f'^ba<:,he,,was put to great ,^ain ''before he expired., 'It was re- 
****|>Otl^, ffet he was alfb tnangled with iabres ; but the authon 
** 'the 'executioners themfelves,^ who 

related tii6 above particulars to him with tears of compundlion. 
** The evening of the day following, the body was carried for in- 
“ terment to the tomb of * Hoomaioon. The populace attended 
“ the proceffion in crowds, curfing the fyeds, and lamenting 
** Ferokhfere, who was much beloved by the meaner fort for his 
“ great charities tovrards them. They infulted the officers who 
“ conduced the funeral by abulive words, pelting them with flones 
“ and filth i nor would any one receive from them the alms 
** offered as ufual on fuch occafions. On the third day after the 
** burial, all the poor of the city repaired to the terrace on which 

“ the 

* Father of the emperor Akber. 
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the corpfe had been waflied, to renew their mournings i and 
** having fubfcribed to procure “ molo’wees and buy ” vidluals, con- 
** tinued lamenting and praying all night till the dawn of morn- 
ing.” Thus far fays Mahummud Album. But furely the divine 
vengeance was fliewn in the misfortunes and death of Ferokh- 
fere, for he had inflidled thofe cruelties on others which he now 
tailed of himfeE As for the fyeds they Ihortly alfo received re- 
tribution for their adions. 


The brothers, now polTefled of abfolute authority and the im- 
perial treafures, adled as they thought proper. They divided 
money, jewels, elephants, horfes, and rich plate between them } 
and Koottub al Moolk, who was much addided to women, feized 
feveral ladies of the royal haram for his own ufe. The new 
emperor was but a child, and no more .than a page^t; but he 
did not long furviye his exaltation, dying of a confumptiott, after 
a nominal reign being fucceeded 

by h^ ad Dowlah. ' 


a Profeflbrs of diviniiy, or teachers. 

*> At the fateah, or third day after the interment of a corpfe, the relations 
and friends of the deceafed meet to pray for » the repofe of the foul, when 
viiSluals are diftributed to all comers and the poor. This ceremony is alfo 
renewed every anniverfary of the death. * 
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RUFFEH AD DOWLAH 


Immediately 


on^ tEe DowlaF, a re^ 

bdlkai ’of this 'citadel, willing 
^ ta|^ of fbe tronbles of the ftate, fupported by hk 

gamfoii and fome munfubdars of the province, proclaimed as em- 
peror fultan Nekoofeer, fon of Akber, youngeft fon of Aulumgeer> 
hoping that he ihould fpeedily be joined by Maharaja Jey Sing, 
and other nobles inimical to the fyeds. The brothers, upon re- 
ceiving intelligence of this commotion, marched with RuJEFeh ad 
Dowlah from Dhely without delay, and reached Agra before the 
governor could receive any important affiilance. He held out the 
citadel for fome days, in hopes of fuccour j hut, finding that a 
plot was laid his own troops to deliver him up to his enemy, 
he put himfelf to death, and the place was given up to the minif- 
l^rs, who punKhed a few of the officers with death, and remanded 
Ffekoofoer to his confinement. Soon after this, Ruffeh ad Dowlah 
was taken dl, and being paft hopes of recovery, Nudjum Ali 
Ehan waS;;#%atiched to Dhely to bring down one of the confined 

^ ^He fixed, upon loo&un Akhter,. the fon 
eld.eft furviving'.fon of Au- 

the 

death' of ' b^/fether of J^ehanndar Shaw. Ruffeh 
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ad Dowlah died before his arrival, 'after a reign of only three 
months. This event was kept fecret for fome days in the camp, 
to prevent diforder, till the. arrival of “Roolhun Akhterj when 
the royal corpfe was lent in great funeral pomp to Dhely, where 
it was interred in the maufoleum of Koottub ad Dien, near his 
brother and predeceflbr Aboa Berkaut. 


a Of brilliant ftar. 


MAHUMMUD 
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MAHUMMUD SHAW, 


Rooshun 


Akiiter arrived in the camp at Futtehpore on the - 
: D. ryao, eleventh of and on the the fame month, 

I about '■micaning»;'heing "the fele£ted fortunate hour, 

p added %i6hdour to the throne of Hindooftan by his aufpicious 

I acceffion. He. took the title of »Abou Futteh Kaffir ad Dien 

I Mahummud Shaw. He was at this time in his feventeenth year. 

I Navob Koodfia, his mother, followed him from Dhely, and being 

I a woman of great judgment and good fenfe, did not negleft a 

I regard to the circumftances of the times, but devoted her attention^ 

I to acqiare the omifidence of the b^thei® in aU affaire,. The de- 

. ■ ' ' . p^c^ate . of ' her late , hidband. ' JbiSaiin Sha w, ' : havo ■ gone to 

,^,4 ; fbo,; :^h®,d«,:Jheon» ’ and ' commanded tW' no one 

• to prefent offerings, 

|j bemg refoKed^to remove every caufe of jealoufy from the fyeds. 

II ** Fifteen dioufand rupees per menfem were allotted for the expenfes 

p! of her houfehold. The emperor was furrounded by the depend- 

|1 ants of the vizier and ameer al amra, without whofe affent he did 

=■;; . not even move from the camp to take the air ; and by the inftruc- 

y.- ;; l^n of his mother, he jfhidied wholly the pleafure of his miniffers, 

| ;; > who conduded the affairs of the . empire with abfolute, fway. 


, As the hrodiers were .not fatisfied with the condud of Jub- 
^beleh Ram Naggir, governor of Aleabad, who had fliewn them 
^ " difreiped, 

* Father of viftory, champioa of religion. 

hundred pounds fterling. 



difrefpe<St, the ameer al amra prepared to march to that quarter, but 
fuddenly received intelligence of his death, upon which he impru- 
dently obferved. It was to be regretted that his head had not 
been feen by the people on the point of a Ipear. This fpeech 
coming to the ears of Gheerdhir, nephew to the deceafed, he re- 
Iblved not to fubpait to the authority of the fyeds, colledled troops, 
and aifumed independance in his province. Upon this, the ameer 
al amra moved the royal camp towards Agra, ordered a bridge of 
boats to be thrown over the Jumna* and, giving out that he fliould 
foon follow with the emperor, detached fome troops againfl the 
rebel. About this time Meer Jumlah was appointed fuddur al 
fuddoorj but the powers of this ofEce, as of every other, were 
controuled by Ruttun Chund i infomuch that he even conftituted 
the judges of the Mahummedan law in the provinces. It is faid. 


Gheerdhir, alarmed at the threatened march of the ameer al 
amra, fent petitions to court, oiFering to evacuate the fort of Ale- 
abad, if the minifters would fend Raja Ruttun Chund to aflure 
him of their friendship, and appoint him to another government. 
His requeft was complied with, and the ibubahdary of Oude was 
conferred upon him, with promotion to a higher rank. This in- 
dulgence was confidered as a proof of weaknefs in the minifters 
by the provincial governors, who now began to relax in their obe- 
dience. It was alfo rumoured abroad, that the brothers had dif- 
fered concerning the divifion of plunder in the citadel of Agra, 
which occafioned miftruft and jealoufy among their dependantsf 


Nizam 
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NiKsam al Moolk, who had been appoiated fottbahdar of Malwa, 
had by hit vigour and abilities reftored that province to a flouriflimg 
fituation j but the reputation he acquired rendesed him an objeft 
of jcaloufy to the brothers, who wifhed to remove him to another 
quarter, leis favourable to his intereft than the frontier of Dekkan, 
where he had great influence with the Mharattas. They offered 
him the choice of four other ibubahs, under pretence that the 
ameer al amra wiflhed to refide in Malwa, as from its vicinity he 
could better watch the affairs of his governmeait of Dekkan ; but 
Nizam al Moolk, not wilhing to quit Jms poft, excufed himielf, 
and prepared 'to the' to his force. It is 

fold al.lSs conclude a letter to the vizier 

isdfb ibis J”# 4 Tfe : I am not ungrateful, I can fwear with truth 5 
** I am not like you, I can fwear with truth.” Upon reading this, 
the fyeds were enraged, and fending for the agent of Nizam al 
Moolk, imprudently treated him with infult, and fpoke of his 
employer in opprobrious language. 

Nieam al Moolk, upon information of thebehaviomf of the fyeds, 
refolved to throw off his obedience to their au^itty,- and foek an 
independant power in Dekkan. To, this , he looked with greater 
hopes of foccris, as Mahumiasid Ameen, and other Tooraunee 
nobles at court, had afihred him they were weary of the pride and 
jhau|pitaiiej[9 of the ufurpers, and would try every means to ruin 
thcmf wilieh would eafily be effected if they could befeparated, 
' alto imifo' bis invading Dekkan would draw the ameer al 

' th^'.,^||i^trter. They fent him alfo a private note from 

iki^tofog-his encouragement of any plan to extricate 
' hands :cff vizier, and ameer , al amr^ and appoint- 

■ ing- of ,_all Dekkan. Nizam al Moolk began 
/ his march mte^ of it fooa reached the 

i^^thers, who difpatehed Dillawer Ali Khan at the head of a con- 
army in purfuit. About this time advices were received 
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of the fuccefs of Abd al Summud Khan, foubahdar of Lahore, 
againft the rebellious Afghauns, who had raifed a dangerous infur- 
redion in that province. 

Nizam al Moolk, having croffed the Nerbudda, prevailed on 
the governor of * Afere to- put him* in pofeflion of that very im- 
portant fbrtreis, for a large fum of money } and he was equally for- 
tunate in obtaining the citadel of Boorahanpore on the fame terms. 
He was alfo joined by his relation Eiwuz Khan, foub ah da r of Berar,. 
a general of reputation, ^id his whole army. Runna, a Mha- 
ratta chief inimical to Raja Sahoo, entered his fervice with two 
thoufand horfe, and many zemindars flocked to his ftandardj as 
did alfo Anwer Khan, governor of Boorahanpore. At this time the 
mother of Syef ad Dien Khan, a near relation of the ameer al amra, 
who was on the road to Boorahanpore, fearful of ,ii| ufege, font 
her jewels to Niz^ al jyfoolk,- who wwld; not accept theinj but 
tteatwl .gave* her an e&ort #’fevo 

hundred lK»fe to condud her to the army of Dillawer AK Khan ; 
which adion procured him great credit. The ameer al amra, 
receiving advice of his rapid progrefs, prepared to march in perfon 
againft him, though Raja Ruttun Chund and other friends advifed 
peace, and that he fliould yield the foubahdary of Dekkan to him, 
as a favour from the emperor- About this time advice arrived of 
a dangerous tumult having happened in Kafhmeer, between the 
muffulmaaBS and owing to feme mligious dilutes,- Jn 

wMch the greateft cruelties weremommitted on both idea, . 

This difagreeable intelligence was quickly followed by fo*pe, 
ftill more unwelcome to the brothers, of the defeat and death of 
Dillawer Ali Khan, with little lofs to Nizam aJ Moolk, 
marching rapidly towards Aurungabad. Koottub al 

* Ones the capital of the kingdom of Khandeflt^^reduc^ by AkNr. \t fe 
now in poffeffion of Sindia, a Mharatta chief. ~ s 
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. the ameer al amra now became irrefolute, and diftradted in their 
councils s one time giving out that they would both march with the 
emperor to Dekkan ; at another, reiblving to offer terms ; and then 
again determined on war. The ameer al amra would Have taken off 
Mahummud Ameen Khan, whom he fufpedled of treachery, but 
this the vizier would not allow. Amid thefe alarms, on Friday 
the twenty fecond of Ramzaun, occurred at Agra a dreadful earth- 
quake. ft continued at intervals for many days, during which 
numerous buildings were thrown down, and many people killed. 
It was accompanied with a rumbling n^e in the earth, that filled 
the hearts of men with fisar, and mp^Fftitious regarded it as 
the forerunn» of downfall to the minifters, who alfo were not 
unaffected with this belief. 


In the month of Zeekaud it was refolved, that the emperor, 
with Koottub al Moolk, fhould march to Dhely, and the ameer 
al amra to Dekkan j but this plan was delayed, owing to the. 
jealoufies which the latter had of the Tooraunee nobles, particu- 
, larly ^Mahwtnmud , Aineen Khan j whoi fufpeCling' treachery, had 
&ji^S^;'"hiipfelf ''in has 'quytefsV'but* this .obfla^|&^'' Ws at length 

The fogitl^es, t<> the* amount of fome thpufands, who had 
cfcaped from the field on the defeat of Dillawer Ali Khan, joined 
themfelves with Aulum Ali Khan at Aurangabad, who had march- 
ed from that city with an army of five and twenty thoufand horfe 
to oppofc Nizam al Moolk. Twelve thoufand of this force were 
Mharatfeis, whom he detached to harafs the enemy’s army, by lay- 
ing waffe the country, and cutting off his fupplies. Nizana al 
Moolk, having fent his heavy baggage and '^otnen to Afere, be- 
gan his march from Boorahanpore, croffed the Poorna with great 
and pitched his camp at Ballapore, where he refolved 
it and give battle. He was now equally fuccefsful as before j 

Aulum 



Aulum Ali Khan was defeated and flain, and his death left the 
nizam without a rival hi Dekkan. 


After much deliberation, it was agreed that Koottub al Moolk 
fhould remain at Dhely, and the ameer al amra move with the 
emperor to Dekkan j accordingly the former, having taken leave, 

impeiial army pwrfue^the 

route to Dekkan. - 


The ufurpations of the fyeds had long been regarded with dif- 
guft by the nobility, who in general wifhed their deftru<ft:ion. 
Mahummud Ameen Khan, who converfed in the Turkifli language 
with the emperor, had gained his aflent to the plans of Nizam al 
Moolk, and had refolved if poffible to procure the aflaffination of 
the ameer al amra. He communicated his intentions to*Saaudut A.D. i 
Khan, the fojedaur of Biauna, and Hyder Khan. . It was agreed 
to call lots who Ihould ftrike the blow, and the chance fell upon 
the latter. On the fourth or fifth day’s march from Agra, juft 
as the emperor had entered his tents, Mahummud Ameen Khan, 
pretending illnefs, took a fudden leave, and communicated the plot 
to Hyd^r Koolli Khan, commander of the royal artiileiy;^„^^ w|p 


» Afterwards navob of Oude, and great grandfather, prdfent vizier. 

Afoph ad Dowlah. 
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agreed to fapport Ihitn with his force. He had before ^ined 
over feveral other chiefs to affift in defending the emperor and ins 
friends, fhould the followers of the ameer al amra rife to revenge 
Ms aiiaffi 

The ameer al amra, having conducted the emperor to his 
tents, had taken leave, and was proceeding to his own quarter in a 
palanquin. He had reached the gate of the *kullaul bar, when 
Hyder Khan appeared, holding a petition, and cryrag aloud for 
juilice on Mahummud Ameen Khan. The attendant would have 
driven him away» %t tfeq . at sMira. coiiaEiaanded them to let 

him ajpproa^h,,-^!,'#haeh: he‘*did|^ and prefented the paper. While he 
was engaged in reading it, Hyder Khan drew his dagger and 
lounged it into his fide- The ameer al amra ftruck the aflaffin a 
violent blow with his foot, at the fame inilant crying out, " Put 
the emperor to death.” The fhock of his motion overfet the 
palanquin, and he fell dead on the ground. A hundred fwords 
were drawn in an inftant, and the daring afiaffin was cut in pieces ; 
but a band of Moguls who had been placed ready by Mahummud 
i^«^*Kiian, flow approachhig, 4ilperfed the attendants, and, 
cutting off the head of the paeer ai amra, caixiol it to the emperor. 

Ghyrut Khan, nephew to the deceafed, refolved to revenge 
his death j and coHedting what troops he could in the confufion, 
marched towards the emperor’s encampment ; but Mahummud 
Ameen Khan, Saaudut Khan, and other nobles, had placed Ma- 
hummud Shaw upon an elephant at the head of their forces, and 
drawn out the royal artillery. A fmart fkirmifii however enfued, 
in which Ghyrut Khan being killed, the dependants of the ameer 
al amra fell into confufion, -and were foon difperfed. His tents 
were given up to the plunder of the camp followers, who in an 

inftant 

® An enclofurc of network round tho royal tents* 



inftant levelled them with the ground, fet them on fire, and feized 
upon the riches they contained. 

After this vidtory, Hyder Koolli Khan fent offers of pardon and 
encouragement to Mohukkum Sing, devvan to the ameer al amra, 
which he accepted. Ruttun Chund had the lame from Mahum- 
mud Ameen Khan j but fearful for his life, he wrote a note to 
inform Koottub al Moolk of what had happened, and then trying 
to make his efcape, was feized by the populace, who hated him 
for his pride and cruelty. After being feverely beaten, he was 
carried to Mahummud Ameen Khan, and put in confinement. 
Several other dependants alfo fuffered, and many joined the em- 
peror’s party on affurances of protedtion. Mahummud Ameen 
Khan was now appointed vizier, with the title of * Eatimaud ad 
Dowlah i and Khan Dowraun ameer al amra, with the title of 
'’Sumfam ad Dowlah. Their relations and dependants were ad- 
vanced to^.l^or^cS;|ja^ah ^ v^^ all who bad alBlled.^m 

the d^ei^fe^idiF me ’lihjpror were rewarded by the royal favour. 
Eatimaud ad Dowlah fent off the bodies of the ameer al amra, 
Ghyrut Khan, and others, his relations flain in the jfkirdiifh, in 
great funeral pomp, to be interred at Ajmere in the tomb of their 
anceflors. How forcible do the words of the poet appear, when 
we refledl upon the above events ! “ This world, my fon, is not 
“ eternal, therefore expedl not conftancy from its fmiies j even the 
** power of Solomon palled away. Happy is he who leaves behind 
** him the reputation of juilice and mercy.” Thefe qualities wens 
fully poflefled by the ameer al amra. His conduit to Ferokhfere 
and his favourites, was from the neceffity of felf-prefervation ; and 
•who will not guard his own life and honour at the expenfe of thofe 
who feek to deftroy them? We have never heard of any ItateA 
man willingly refigning them, even among the chofen of God and 
VoL.-II. Z .'the 


* Reliance of the flate. 
*’ Sword of the date. 
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the prophets*' How could fuch eminent perfonages as Koottub al 
Moolk and the ameer al amra, fubmit their lives and honours to 
Ferokhfere, after the important fervices they had yielded him, to 
ralfe the confequence of fuch wretched favourites as Meer Jumlah 
and Rukkun ad Dowlah,. who were infamous for their vices ? 

Koottub al Moolk was arrived within forty cofs of Dhely whea 
a camel courier brought him intelligence of his brother’s aflaffin- 
ation, in a confufed note from Ruttun Chund. His eyes were 
drowned in forrow* and life to him now appeared irkfome. Seeing, 
however^, no remedy but patSence, he ri^lved to proceed to Dhely 
without deky., . Some of his friends advifbd him to march imme- 
diately, againft the emperor j who probably was yet but weak, and 
not joined by the troops of the ameer al amra j but he refufed this 
Gounfel,. thinking it hazardous to oppofe Mahummud Shaw, unlefs 
by a rival from the defcendants of Timur. He thought 
to return to the capital, fet another prince on the 
his intereft by making friends among the old 
y, ai»t|;Col^^^g.;m!ore troops. He accord- 
ih that the- 
’feigga^,’''*^ffid'"fr^h perfons ^ 
h'Ms' body." Gtee day, the jofhcer "Who 
guarded his advanced tents was Cirt to- pieces with his efcort, and 
a confiderable caravan bringing fupplies was plundered in a village, 
only three miles from his army- The farmers turned out the 
managers of the iyeds’ jaghires, and poffeiTed themfelves of their 
rents and effedls. Koottub al Moolk had font an exprefs to his 
brother Nudjum ad Dien AM Khan, governor of Dhely, com- 
manding him to place one of the confined princes on the throne,, 
and .endeavour to preferve quiet in the city by contradidting the 
report of the afMination, and to levy troops. Nudjum ad Dien,, 
upon receipt of the order, gave out that Eatimaud ad DowJah was 
killed,, and lent a force to furroUnd his houfe, and keep his family 

’ prifonersj 
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prifoners j l)Ut they found it well guarded by trufty dependants, 
who would not fiibmit to injury. Notwithftanding his afHiftion, 
Nudjum ad Dien made the ufual procefljon on the * eed of facrifice, 
and upon his return from it, fent to offer the throne to the fons of 
Jehaundar Shaw, hut ©igither would accept it. He did the lame to 
fultan Nelmfeira:, but he declined its when the offer was embraced 
by fultan ihrahim, ion of iluffeh al iCuddeta ^id pf .Shaw 

Auluna. 


On the eleventh of Zeehudje, fultan Ibrahim afcended the A.D. 472 
throne with the ufual ceremonies. He was vifited on the fecond 
day after, by Koottub al Moolk, who prevailed on the nobility at I 

the capital to accept oftic^ under him, and advanced them large 
fums of money .to levy troops. He .entertained every perfon who . 
could bring a horle and arms, i at \ejgh^jn^es with- 

out diftindlion of good or bad, which however occaflbned much 

5^7$ .of thobfaewi ^ 

j^reater part ill provided and it is faid, he advanced more than a i 

* corore of rupees on this occafton. Many of the nobles of Ferokh- 
fere’s reign were employed, and among them Rukkun ad Dowlah, | 

fehey received his money, and deferted him almoft immediately, * 


•On-the feventeenth.of the montli l^nottub al Moolk accompanied 
fultan Ibr^na, in j^^t pouf* .a$ fbe'jboritnefs of preparation 
Wpuldallow, irom,Hhelj, ^^ pitched his .canip .near the ^ 
not far froE||the tcity. Here he was joined :by Gholaum Abilin 
and two ot&r chiefs, who had efcaped from the emperpr!? camp.* 
As it was reported that Mahummud Shaw was advancing to the 

Z 2 , ■ ■ ■ . .coital 

■■•A feflival in commemoration of Abraham’s offering his fon. • ;'v: 

■*' -Aboirt -ten pounds fteriing. 

*' A million fterling. 'b' ■ 

^ Place of worfhip on the eeds or 
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capital by the way of Raajepootana, Koottub al Moolk made his 
third, day’s halt at the tomb of Koottub ad Dien j but having intel- 
ligence of an alteration in the royal route, he moved to Feridabad. 
•He was joined daily by numerous bands of fyeds from Barreh, feveral 
Afghaun chiefs and principal zemindars, alfo by many dependants 
of his deceafed brother, who deferted Mahummud Shaw after hav- 
ing received fums of money in advance and other iavours. Choor- 
amun, raja of the Jauts, came to offer his fervices, and prefented 
three elephants and feveral camels, which he had plundered from 
1721. the imperial army. On the ninth of Mohirrim, Mahurntdad Shaw 
■marched days ‘in 

ho]^ Khan and Maharaja Jey 

aifive. The- latter fent his dewan with four 
thoihfand horfe ; and Mahummud Khan Bungufh, with other Rohilla 
chiefs and their dependants, joined the royal army. 

On- the ninth and tenth both armies moved in order of battle, 
but did not come to adtion, though feveral fkiru.iflies happened 
ibefeyoi^isd^W^^ p^ities; and Chooramun attempted, but in vain, 

• the royal magazine and the bullocks of artillefy then 

camp, Hyder KoO:UivKhan, ‘roeer^^^^M^^ 
manded Mahummud S&W’s Advanced line, Saaudut Khan ' an? 
h^hummud Khan Bungufh the right, and Sumfam ad Dowlah the 
left wing. Eatimaud ad Do wlah took poll: with the emperor in the 
center. Meer Jumlah was entrufted with the baggage of the army, 
and Affud Ali Khan protedled the haram. Tlie artillery was fta- 
tioned in die front of the army, and behind it thctfcr elephants 
id drong armetor, with mafly chains to wield with their trunks. 

Koottub al Moolk, having marched frbm Houflunpore, pitched 
his camp within three co^ of the imperial army } and on the 
twelfth formed his order of battle, but in much confufion, owing 


Commander of artillery. 
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to the irregular difpofitions of the fyeda of Barreh, all eager for pre- 
eminence. At length Nudjum ad Dien AH Khan took the com- 
mand of the advanced line, Koottub al Moolk with fultan Ibrahim 
took poft in the center, but there was no regular commanders of 
the wings. The night of the thirteenth was pafled under armsj 
and in the morning, Mahummud Shaw having commanded the 
head of Ruttun Chund to be ftruck off and thrown under his ele- 
phant, as a lucky omen, advanced to give battle. A cannonade 
was kept up the whole day, when towards evening the advanced 
line of the rebels was put to flight and the imperialifts took polfeflion 
of their ground, but did not puflh this advantage farther. Koottub 
al Moolk at funfet ordered a fmall tent to be pitched for his repofe. 
Both armies remained under arms, and the imperial artillery con- 
tinued firing all night; which fo incommoded the enemy, that 
many chiefs with their followers fled, and in the morning not more 
than feventeen out of ap hundred , it^toufand horfc inirndned with 

atfiiat day- 

:1ig^''iim^^§^t^-iraperiaJi^^ ' ;A bloody and long conflidt dhfirf, 
in which the fortune of Mahummud Shaw prevailed. Koottub al 
Moolk, deferted by all but a few perfonal attendants, difmounted 
from his elephant and fought bravely on foot ; when he was taken 
•prifoner with his brother Nudjum ad Dien, and carried to the em- 
peror. The vidory was now complete, and the baggage of jthe 
vanquiflied fell into the hands of the conquerors. Sultan Ibrahim, 
j.’lfsrho had fled from lhe.fi^ taken, and remanded to confine- 

mfht. . The news of tter viJ^ocy reached Dhely in the evening of 
the fourteenl^, and occafioned joy or grief, according to the hopes 
and fears of ditferent interefts. The wellwiflaers of the emperor 
rejoiced, and thofe of Koottub al Moolk were overwhelmed with 
forrow. Of the latter, feveral efcaped with their effeds, and 
©fliers were thrown into prifon by the cutwal of the city. His 
women, covering their afflidions with the veil of patience, would 
not fet their feet without the citadel of modefly but Abdoolla 

" ' ■' ■ ' Khan 
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Kiiaa Kaufee, who had been left to jroteQ: them, extended die 
hand of rapine upon thehr eifeds, and ikd wkh a great booty to 
his O’wh csoitntry> rendering Im name odious and accurfed to pof« 
-Ghokutn Ali Khan, nephew to Koottub al Moolk, and 
his adopted fon, Nuj|abut Ali Khan, put on difguifes, hoping to 
fifcape, but tk&y were flopped, and taken prifoners on die road. 

Mahummud Shaw, after this dechive and important viftory, 
rewarded the fervices Of his nobility and army according to their 
merits, and prep&red to march to Dh^. CM the toheteefiRth he 

where he 

'W'akod"ttvo days ifor the fortunate inftant -to 
'^i&e fes entry into the capital. Hyder KooUi Khan was pro*- 
tnoted to the rank of feven thoufand, and entrufled with die care, 
of Koottub al Moolk. Saaudut Khan was honoured wWilhe^ ttiaeh 
maurattib, and title of Bahadur Jung. On the twenty fecond the 
emperor entered the city in great pomp, upon an elephant moft 
■|||^||^^y 'i^'atifoned, and attended -by feveral others in-houfings 
and cloth of gold. 'Several ;traveBlrtg ftikoties and 
^triages, tichfy Ofnamertted whh piecioas' ftonei gold, iand 
‘CiiarrftS, tfe:^led the 'i(M' 'dae bdhdlSersI The trcxips t^ die* 
houfehold and thofe df the -nobility -were all newly clothed, and 
encreafed the fplendour of the cavalcade. Numbers of beautiful 
“iiotfa, ip TttMkure fet with jewels and enamelled, were M In 

was fplendid beyond all defcription. Money 
Jl^ttdE'i^^-f^fefion -to the populace, whbfe acclamations at 

authority reached the 'heavens. ' The 
■empel#V;^riived''% p^alace about eight o’clobk, where his 
Mother, jfebodik S^M, -and other priat^fles firfl made their 


» A celebrated faint. 

* Certain inlignia, the principal of which is a filh. 
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offerings, waving round his head golden bafons filled with 
and gold and filver coins, which were afterwards diftrifauted to the 
poor. After this ceremony, the nobility and people were per-t 
mitted to prefent the nuzzers and gifts of congratulation. The 
empire now once tpcffe enjoyed perfedl peace, and the faireft proCt 
pe<3: appeared, ofia long' and glorkais reign to IVJahuminud Shaw. 

On the laft day of the month, Abd al Summud Khan came te 
pay his refpe<5ts at court from his government of Lahore, and was 
received with great favour} alfo Maharaja Jey Sing, and Raja 
Gheerdhir, fbubahdar of Oude } at the intercefiion of the former of 
whom the religious capitation tax was again repealed, much to the 
Iktisfadion of the Hindoos. An addrefs of congratulation, accom- 
panied by an offering, arrived fi'om Nizam al Moolk, who was con- 
fined i» Jthe government of Dpkkan. A petition,, ’sptlj a large fum 
of jojoney, was received fir^ Mootihwd Koplli Khaii» nf Ben?- 

twaotj iibcond of En;|:iM al 
Awu 17 the emperor marched from Dhely on a hunting escurfiop, 
on which he received intelligence of the dangerous ilinefr of Eati- 
maud ad Dowlah. This nobleman died on the twenty ninth, afrer 
having enjoyed the office of vizier only twenty two days ; nor was 
he regretted by the people, to whom he was oppreffive. Intend- 
ing tP eoterge , his palace, he had difpoffeffed feven hundred fanfi- 
hes in /his ^jgh|kajrh0C«i,cf thefr which, however, 

feis^/deoeale by his fon Knmmir ad Dien Khan, 
tjae inimeni^ weahh EafrinAud ad Dowlah had acquired, from the 
confifeations ' and plunder erf the fyeds and their dependants, was 
given up by the emperor to his heirs. This contradife the impu- 
tation ot avarice, too generally laid agakift Mahumm&d Shaw ; for 
^1 this period the royal treaiury was very low, the late minifteis 
hiding ijx)iied it .of vaft fuma, and even coined into naoney the ' 
golden -and filver rails ©f the .hall of audience . It was the general 
^ • , ' ' ' ^ \ '> ' uiage- 
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ufage of the princes of the houfe of Timur, to feize the effeds of 
their deceafed courtiers j and they, confidered it as generous to leave 
a fmall part to the heirs. In the cafe of Eatimaud ad Dowlah, 
whofe wealth had in fa£l ,been plundered from the palace by the 
lyeds, the emperor had a right to refume poffeihon ; but, in 
general, the privilege of confifcation is tyrannical, and difgracefiil 
to the royal family s a cuftom, which no judgment or law can vin- 
dicate. How unjuH, that a perfon who had fpent his whole life, 
and perhaps facrificed it, in the fervice of his king, fhould, on 
his death-bed, fee his wives and children emploj^ed in difperfing and 
concealing his prp^pity, inftea^^of^j^l^ • alleviating his 

cares bv 


!.ti3||'^th of Eatimaud ad Dowlah was attributed, by the com- 
mon people, to the effedl of divine judgment, for his conduct to 
a celebrated devotee. This man, named Nummood, pretended a 
miflion from heaven to corredl the abufes which had crept into 
the muflulmaun religion j and his fuccefs in making votaries was lb 
^reat, ,^1; apprei^ctfive of a dangerousinfur- 

'i- . ■,Eatiimaudx^ad>lDQwlah».^^to his 'iilneft^^i^t guards to 

colleS^i'!^' ’dilciples, and 
^ dehbuncing the- ven- 
geance Viz^%'.,The guards, either alarmed by 
fuperftition, or the numbers of Hs followers, returned without at- 
tempting to arreft him j and Eatimaud ad Dowlah being juft then 
feized with the agonies of death, his women, overcome with dread, 
were weak enough to fend a meflenger, with a large fura of 
money, to appeafe the wrath of Nummood, and to requeft his 
prayers for the recovery of their lord. The impoftor, on receiving 
the account of his fituation, cried aloud to his companions that he 
bad ftruck an arrow into the heart of an infidel, whq would not 
recover; and Eatimaud ad Dowlah dying, the belief of Num- 

mood’s 
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mood’s apoftlefliip was confirmed among the vulgar more than ever. 
He continued in high reputation during His life^.but upon his death, 
his fons quarrelling with a confidential fervant, he difclofed Ae 
fcheme of the impofture, and the herefy in great meafure ceafed. 

On the twenty fecond of Rubbi al Saunee, Einaiut OoUah Khan 
was appointed to exercife ‘the fundtions of vizier, but without the 
title •, the emperor wifhing to confer the pofl; upon Nizam al Moolk, 
who was detained in Dekkan by Ibme commotions in that country. 

The inhabitants of Ajmere and Guzarat having fent complaints 
to court of the oppreffive condud: of the deputies of Maharaja 
Ajeet Sing, their governor, the emperor removed him from his 
ei:»Ioyments, and appointed Hyder KooUi Khan to the former, 
anhMuzzuffir Ali Khan to the latter province. A|0et Si^g, upon 
intelligence of his removal, rofe in rebelHon, and took ‘pC&Mon 
the toi^n .of. .^laving ‘affenaW^ the Airf_^_<^0ers 

’ before’ them the imperial' flSkata, 
under the fignature of Mahummud Shaw, confiituting him foubah- 
dar of Guzarat and Ajmere during life, which had been impru- 
dently given him by the emperor’s mother, on his acceffion to the 
throne, in order to enfure his fidelity, ihould the iyeds have medi- 
tated the depofal of Mahummud Shaw. He difpatched a copy of 
this, with a petition, to the prefence, reprefenting his removal as a 
breach of the ^ royal promife, and a' difgrace, to refift which he 
-Wjould hazard his lifoj bbt that if his majefty would leave hhn 
Ajmere, he would willingly refign Guzarat, and return to his 
duty. Upon receipt of the petition, a council was held, and 
Sumfam ad Dowlah, ameer al amra, confidering the difordered 
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KooUi Kljaij were for punifhing the rebel, and Saaudut KJbanwas 
fiimnaoRed from Agra to command an army againft him. Oh his 
arrival, preparations were fet on foot, but owing to the difegreements 
of the nobles at court, who were unwilling to be under his com- 
mand, and the indolence of the emperor, they went on but flowly. 
In the mean time, intelligence arrived that Muzzuffir Ali Khan, 
foubahdar of Ajmere, who, unable to proceed to the province 
with his finall force, had halted till he Ihoulid be joined by Saaudut 
Khan, had been plundered by his troops, long. ii| ‘jgas 

obliged to fly, and had returned the commiffion ,of his gO¥ei!n.meat 
to the ptofeiW^.-. 

Smg’a /towns, and that the 

been^ ravaged 'by their zemindars. 


Sumfam ad Dowlah now rcfolvcd to take upon himfelf the 
cscaredion of Ajeet Sing, and font his advanced tents pitched 
without the city, and Hyder Koolli Khan fwore to aflift him with 
all his force j but his ardour foon cooled, on refledtion that abience 
from cowt might prove hurtful to his interefl: with the emperor, 
He/'tfidvifoii Mahummud Shaw |o offer terms ob- 

frartring, that in, the |»efent frate of the army vSeay was doubtful, 
and «wen flbouH .the. rebel .bo .defeated, -.he -would .retire ‘to" the 
FBountains, and prolong, the war* which would, be infupportable 
frcwn^kO.lpwneff of the royal treafury. The emperor, diipleafed at 
•#dfi jad?»c#i,,!086bred the command to Kummir ad Dien Khan, wfe 
d|^pt it, but upon condition of Koottub al Mbolk’s 
^ ^taphed with him* which was notf complied 

na^e feme con- 

al Moollc, whom' the.-eisiprcc 

had' 

Only one hundred m^^es Irom Dhely, 


Ceaiit 


"defraed ‘tili' 
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had invited to court to take upon him the office of vizier, 
ligence was received of an infurredEion of A%hauns ^ in * Peihawir, 
who after an obftinate engagement had defeated and taken prifoner 
Kbanehzaud Khan> the fon of Sirbullund Khan, governor of the 
province. 


In the beginning of this year the emperor was married to A. 
Mallakkdh Zummauneh, daughter of Ferokhfere, and the nuptials 
were celebrated with great fplendour and rejoicings. 





This year, the foubahdary of Agra was conferred upon Maharaja 
Jey Sing j who had now the fatisfadiion of reducing the fortrefs 
of Toone, againft which he had fpent fo much time and money 
the reign of Ferokhfere. Raja pheerdhir was appoint^ ,;gc^ 
verhbt of Malwa, and fucceeded in the foubahdary of CWfe by 
. ' A a 2 Saaudut 


Dependant on the province of Cabul, 



H. 

D* li'fl 

i 

'j ■ 


Nizam al Moolk, having fettled the affairs of government in, A. 
Dekkan, obeyed the emperor’s fummons - to court, and was in- 
veiled with the robes of the vizarut. He earneftly advifed the 
emperor to dedicate his tune to the adminiftration of public af- 
feirs i but Mahummud Shaw was ®oo much to pleafure to 

hearken to it. Sumfam ad Dowlah/ Kummir ad Dleh jJChan, and 

jealous, lof' the. ’.in- 


.... .• . ,. . ... 

thoir' bufinefs to divert "lie;r»yal 


mind by diffipated amufementsi till at length Nizam al- Moolk,' 
dilgulled at the manners of the court, religned the exercife of his 
office, under pretence of punilhing Hyder Koolli Khan, who had 
rebelled in Guzarat, and obtained leave to march from Dhely. 
He left the capital after a few months Hay, much to the fatisfec- 
tion of Mahummud Shaw and his favourites^ who regarded not 
the decline <of lh® empire! while they were left to the enjoyments 
'of', teurf' and indolente in the capital. .■ . 't 




’ .1 


H.r: 


D. I!i 




ill 




could be capitd,.,after a fhort 

fla^l ''atedet' .. . a . haataiifevl^^Uwj^^ ,,. ^d-i< l^0bEjd^' to hia 

ait. Ms-‘;i^^K*'.dep^ure, dif- 
imtcli^I' | ‘ 'Khan, foubahdar '’ of 

Hfder^i^i*''’'w^^t6an^g''--feM'''to^^^ ISfizam al Moolk, and 

promifing him the government of Dekkan if he fucceeaed. Mu- 
bariz Khan obeyed, was defeated, and llain. Nizam al Moolk, 
after the victory, fent his head to court, with part of his fpoils, 
and a petition congratulating his majefty on the defeat of a rebel. 
From this period die imperial authority only nominal in 
Dekkan, Nizam al Moolk being iii fadl the fovereign, though 
oftenfibiy the viceroy of MahuihoatSd Slili#,.^^^ received no tri- 
bute bat the. ofierings ctiftomary at ifeltivals afid other particular 
wcafipns. Thd emperor removed him from the governments of 

.'llr-'' '• ' ' , • Malwa 

... * Guide of the ftatts* ‘ - 
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Saaudut Khan, now honoured with the title of * Boorahan al 
Moolk. 

Nizam al Moolk having entered Guzarat, Hyder KooUi 
Khan finding himfelf unable to oppofe him, pretended madnefs, 
and retreated with his followers to Dhely, where he remained fome 
time in dilgrace ^ but having requeued to be fent againft Raja 
Ajeet Sing, who fiill refilled the royal authority, he was taken 
into favour, and appointed to the government of Ajmere, where 
he behaved with great gallantry, and diljperfed the rebels. Jslizam 
al Moolk, after fettling the aftairs of Guzaiut, |eft his uncle Hamid 
Khan as deppty in that province, and proceeding through Malwa, 
which ^vernment had been conferred upon him in room of Ma- 
hawa |ey Sing, to eftablilh his authority in that country, returned 
to Dhely, but did not remain long. Fining the emperor iminerfed 
in pieafure, and furrounded by worthlefs favourites, negligent of 
afeirs, and incapable of a grateful return to his important ifervices, 
he refoived to repair to his government of Dekkan, where he 



Malwa and Guzarat, appointing Raja Gheerdhir again to 
former, and Sirbullund Khan to the latter province. 


Nizam al Moolk, in order to divert the attention of the royal 
arms from chaftizing his rebellion, perfuaded his uncle Hamid 
Khan, and the Mharatta chiefs Peelajee and Coantoojee, to raife 
commotions in Guzarat. Hamid Khan accordingly difplaced the 
imperial officers and the managers of jaghires in the province. 
This fre£h revolt occafioned much confufion at Dhely, and Ma- 
hummud Shaw was fo enraged at the dillentions among his minif- 
ters, none of whom would accept the command of an army againft 
the rebels, that he refolved to releafe Koottub al Moolk, and 
reftore him to the vizarut j but was prevented from doing this by 
the fudden death of that nobleman, frid to have been from poifon, 
given by the contrivance of the perfons jealous of the royal favour 
towards him. Upon this event, |he;, W^eroi^ offered the province 

it was fupplicd .with 

a *cdi'iM‘e*bf rupees from the royal treafury to raife troops; and 
at his requeft Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan, brother to Koottub al 
Moolk, was releafed from his confinement and detached with him. 


Sirbullund Khan for a time reffored the royal authority in 
Guzarat ; but though the Mharattas were unable to cope with him 
in a general engagement, they annually laid wafte the country, 
which, from their depredations, did not afford fufficient revenue 
td pay the royal army ; and Sirbullund Khan, not receiving fup- 
plies from the capital, was in the end obliged to difoand part of 
his troops, and confent to pay a choute, or fourth part of the 
revenues, to the Mharattas, as the price of peace. From this 
period the throne of Dhely received no advantage from Guzarat, 
which by degrees fell wholly under the power of the Mharattas. 
The ameer al amra Sumfam ad Dowlah procured the removal of 

Sirbullund 


A million fterling. 
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SirbuUund Khan from his government, under pretence of having 
di%raced the emperor by fubmitting to the choute, and Abee 
Sing, the fon of Raja Ajeet Sing, was appointed to fucceed him; 
but, inftead of oppofing, he entered into clofer union with the 
Mharattas. Sirbullund Khan, who made fome oppofition to his 
fucceflor, was prevented from coming to court, and ordered to 
retire to Agra. 

When Nizam al Moolfc faw the depraved policy of the court, 
the weaknefs* of minifters, and their ill treatment of S^l^lund 
Khan, his M^t^#?fttbdne the provinces 

fjf 'fie perfuaded ' Bajeeraow, the general 

%thoo, to attempt the redudion of Malwa and Guzarat. 
Accordingly, Bajeeraow and other chiefs, with a numerous army, 
having marched againft Raja Gheerdhir and the deputies of Raja 
Abee Sing Rhatoree, attacked both foubahs, laying wafte many 
diftrias. Raja Gheerdhir was not deftitute of courage. He oppofed 
Bajeeraow, but, on account of the fmallnefs of his force, applied 
%4ids to the icot^ s how;ever,, not’mthftanding frequent petitions 
''i^'''iife;\eE^piBSbr amra, they^_^^p^'ho 'e&dlj and 

thfe ; Was fucceeded by Dia Bahadur, his 

'the enemy.' ■ -He'' wrote 
to cotiit, that^^hile' he lived he %ould prevent the Mharattas from 
purfuing their conquefts, but that if he fell, their attacks would 
penetrate the whole empire. Thefe reprefentations had no effedt ; 
H. 1143. and at length, Dia Bahadur fell in battle, when Mahummud Khan 
D. 1730. Bungulh was appointed foubahdar of Malwa j but from the repeat- 
ed incurfions of the .Mharattas, he had little power, and in the 
, D. 1732. year 1 145 was fupeffeded by Raja Jey Sing Sewai. From a firai- 
larity of religion he fupported -]^eeia&’®r,* 'V^q, at his mterceffi^ 
with the ami^fal amra, "was appointed foubahdar* of JShilwa, and 
that province became in fadt under the dominion of the Mharattas. 
, , Guzarat fell to them alfo from the negledt of Abee Sing, and 




much devaftation. occurred in thofe countries, to the great lofs of 
the empire. The corredion of fuch diforder could only proceed 
from the hands of the valiant and the wife ; what then could be 
done by the bafe and dhhonourable ? The fubtle fox cannot over- 
come the lion, nor is a wooden /word of fervice in the field of 
battle. Sumlam ad Dowlah had laid the defence of the empire 
and chafiafement of rebels on the foundation of cunning and deceit, 
hoping by intrigue to fubdue fuch Arong enemies as Nizam al 
Moolk and Bajeeraow. As fuch fchemes were ill-founded, like 
fireworks upon water, they were of no effed, and every plan, ho 
formed, became a caufe of decline to the empire. The minifters 
growing negledful, the power of the rebellious gained ftrength. 
The plain of contention was more extended, and the fources of ruin 
and diforder mcffe open. At fuch a dme, aja emperor was wanting 
of refolution and firninefo, who might have phicked.^ijut the weeds 
of rebellion with naanly cfjpofitioa and geneials, like 

'Who would ;lmve 

the of the tfcftinate wida the hand of vaJbur. 


When the Mharattas had reduced Malwa and Guzarat, with- 
out oppofition from the court, they afpired to further conquefts 
in the imperial territories i and, making daily encroachments, by 
degrees feized upon feveral diftrids of the foubahs of Aleabad and 
Agra. During thefe invafions, Mahummud Khan Bungufh, fou- 
hahdar of Afeabad,. having planned the redodion of the “Bone- 
of whom ilaji® was chief, entered that oountij 

with an army, and took feveral jfdaCes. Chutterfaul, obferving the 
weaknefs of the imperial authority, applied for affiftance to the 
Mharattas, promifing them large fums of money and a fhare of his 
territories, as a recompenfe. Mahummud Khan, puffed up by his 
ea% COTqueAs, had kept only what force he judged necefery to 

, V',;;, fecore 

® Inhabitants of Bandekund, a confidedble terrStary ia thb jprownces of 
Aleabad and Agra. 
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fecure them, and difmifled the remainder j but as he was but little 
acquainted with the roads, Chutterfaul furrounded him fuddenly 
with an army. The navob, unable to combat a fuperior force 
long in the field, took refuge in the fortrefs of Jeytghur, where he 
was clofely blockaded by the enemy. His provifions were foon 
exhaufted, and his followers reduced to eat their oxen, horfes, affes, 
and even dogs. He alked aid of the court, but no one attended, 
till, atlaft, his fon Cairn Jung refolved to relieve him, and his 
wife fent her "veil among the Afghauns, to excite them to t e 
deliverance of her hulband. The Afghauns colleaed, and content- 
ing themfelyes 'Ae navob could 

affordr‘-'thei#’’ matched" under the 'Con^ of Caim Jung, and 
efeut^ l^ahummud Khan in fafety from. Je^ghur to Aleabad. 
The imperial minifters, making a pretence f Mahummud Khan s 
ill fuccefs. removed him from the foubahdary of Aleabad, and 
appointed in his room Sirbullund Khan, who deputed his fon 
KWhzad Khan to command, himfelf refiding coort, thoug 
he feldom vifited the emperor, being difgufted with ill u age. 

f ' ji \'^'y ‘ , .* ' '* ’'•'"‘4 , . 

'^■fethe teat i'tAfi^'ihe -em^dr being' on, Cxcurfion, 

■ Olathe Mhatattas , plundering in' Ae neigh- 

. ■ vt* he: marched ' towards them,' but 

h following year, the Mharattas having 
incurfions into the province of Agm, and feveml ^ 

aonrooriated to Ae fupport of Ae royal houfehold, the ameer a 
aS^ prevailed on Mshnmmnd Shaw ^ 


r*rws was to exprefs tl-e difgrace that woald attend the tribe, if the honour 
i|f fiyef was not fupported by it. 
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He marched as far as Seronje in . the province of Mai wa, where • 

he halted for fome months ; during which the enemy kept j 

him in conftant alarm, by fliam attacks, and deftroying his fup- - 

plies. At length the order of . return was iiiued, for which he had : ’ 

impatiently waitqdj .gn^ ‘oh.,|he twentieth of Mohirrim, 1147, he a. D. 1734 
arrived at court, ,and was ^honoured , with a tallel of, jewels for the 
turban. Upon his reaching Dhely, the objed- of his hopes, in 
fafety, he offered up oblations and charities to the poor, and his 
followers gave thankfgivings for the welfare of foch an exalted 
nobleman. His friends uttered loud praifes of the great conduift 
fhewn in the campaign, and fet forth his return in fafety asa, 
prodigy. In tliis year died prince AH Tibbar, fon of Azim Shaw. 

During this year alfo, the ameer al amra and vizier marched 
againfl the Mharattas, but returned to qsurt mthout effodingany 
thing of importance. The ..e^my; cpnti^ued, their piptid^s and 

Arraroo, a zemindar of Korah, taking advantage of the weak- 
nefs of the empire, had put to death his governor Jaun Niffar 
Khan, brother to the vizier’s wife, and feized his fatnily and trea*- 
fures ; upon which Azim Oollah Khan was fent to chaftife him, 
but the zemindar took refuge in his woods, and eluded his purfuer, 
who, tired out, returned to Dhely, leaving his army under the 
cpmmiand of Khowauzim: Beg Khan./ Arraroo, emboldened by 
the navob’s retreat, attapfeed and fife W . the deputy ; upon which the 
vizier applied for afliflance to Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut Khan, 
foubahdar of Oude, for the redudion of the rebel. Boorahan al 
Moolk poffeffed great generofity and valour, and in the year 1148 A.D. *735, 
marched againfl Arraroo in his way to Dhely. Arraroo on his _ 
approach refolved to oppofe him ; and having one day intelligence 
from fpies that Boorahan al Moolk had juft alighted at his tent, 
and that he had on a green veil, and was alfo eafily knowp from the 
VoL. 11 . B b wfiitenefs 
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wWtenefs and length of his heard* the rebel rulhed fuddehly fk>ia 
ambufli with his followers. Boorahan al Moolk remounted his 
elephant* and drew up his army as well as the fuddennefs of 
attack Would allow. He had however changed his drefs, and 
wore a white Yeftj fo that Arraroo miftaking for him Aboo Ter- 
raub Khan, a principal chief, who was habited in green, and had 
a long white beard, levelled his attack at him, and charging clofe 
to his elephant with fome refolute followers, wounded him mortally 
with a fpear. This occafioned much difordear t fent B<>orahan al 
Moolk bravely attacked the rebel in turn, wh# Wa#|^&ied out 
to. him- hy .Do«^w .Sing*- the 'fiavob’s fer- 

and after- a 

ihairp put him to death, upon which the rebels fled in 
difl^er. ■ Boorahan, having offered up thanks to God for his vic- 
tory, returned to his tents, and feat Arraroo’s head to the feiperorJ 
The ikin of the body was flayed off, and fent ftuffisd widi ftraW to 
the vizier. Having remained fome days to' regulate the af&irs of 
the province of Korah, he left the command to his fon in law 

where he was re- 


of the 'anieer al 
'.wA-CtM' of the foubahdaries of 

lo Bajeeraow, hoping to efifedl his fubmiflion ta 
the mediation of J^ja Jey Sing. This'^ear 
(pcd IMVOb Hoe^un ad Oowlah Sktflir Khan. 


tfi«r.^ovince'<sf ^S»a'wa& 
F^khk- ad-.i>wvia|i^’knd ccrfcrrcd uj»'a.^Shu|aii ad Dow- 
tfiemvob.of and o£ 



M, A H U M M U -D .0 ff -A W.. ^ ' r 

■ ‘ • 

Shujafe ad Dipwlah wa« a Siasiye ©f Boorah«»p@)ne» a«J dsfis«aiii 
fiom thie Tprkiih tribe ©f Afsbar *0 KJiorafaw,. Dumg Awm%* 
^ebe’s caropaigas in iPekkan,, he married tbe daugbtar erf“*Jaffier 
iChan, Jfcnbahdar eC Bengal, jnd accompanied hifes ikher in kw to 
that province;, hiife ^ jagrieg^ svi^ in difpodtion, lie reiSded 
moftlf at #1® Paffel of. %ilk,. of “wiwh he was governs 

pr. ^njiak tad jPowiah was cekbraits^ for his ptemenc^, jaflice, 
ai|(i aP .^od finalities. Zebe aj Ni&j begum of Sht^ah ad Pow-* 
kh, from duty to her father and refentpaent at her hnJflband’s afttachi- 
meat to other women, remained with her fon Alla ad Itoflah 
Serferauz Khan at the capital of Moorfhudabad, which was founds 
ed -by her father, Jafiier Khan, and named after his original title 
^ Moorihud, Koohee Khan. 


. St jwas dwkg the d .%ipth §d #t pnf*- 

tap, thatAJiverdi Khap, a^erjwards d 

was .-an 

in the fervioe of the prince Azkn Shaw, upon wbofe defeat and 
death, being greatly didreffed, he was perfuaded by his wife to 
Peek the protedion of her noble relation at Cuttac. Shujah ad 
Powlah received him, with his two fens, Hajee Ahmed and Ali.* 
j^erdv 'Wkh kindaefe and favour among his dependants. Aljlverdi, 
his great ,qn^i^es and anportant .fer^ces, rofe daily in (the 
elteem Ahiaed was alfomwfh diflingphh*, 

%, degrees .-they iheobief managers of ,ah the,')^iiw 

of Shujah ad Dowlah j who, fqnd .of pleafure, entrufeed itli^e prO'* 
vince to their dkedion; nor was hk confidence abnCed h| the 
brothers. 


Jaffier Khan was much difpleafed at the condufi: of hi 
fenjin law, in Hs ineonftappy to hk wife, when he,|)erGekedh||pi^ 
fdf advancing towards his end, he wifbed to be fucceeded in Ae 

, ,.B h a . govern- 



Sslill 
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government of the provinces by his grandibn, Aik ad Dowlah Ser- 
ferauz Khan at that time ‘ imperial de wan. For this purpofe he 
exerted all his influence at the court of Dhely. Shujah ad Dowkh, 
learning his intentions, confulted upon difappointing his meafures 
with the brothers ; and by their advice fent agents to court to bribe 
the minifters to his views. He alfo fecretly difpatched numbers 
of his beft troops, under pretence of difmifling them his fervice* 
to Moorfhudabad, to form a party in his favour. The rainy feafon 
advancing, and marching by land being very difikuit, he took care 
to provide fufEcient boats for his army, that he might ndove on the 
inilant of . oc c aflc Mii * -/ . * 


; A.e*?ordingly, when advice came that Jaffier Khan could not 
furvive more than a few days, he began his march, leaving Ma- 
humrmid Nukkee, bis fon by a concubinei in the diredtion of af- 
fairs at Cuttac. When fomewhat advanced, he r^eived the ac- 
counts of the navob’s death, and a little farther on his march, tfe 
funnuds, appointing him foubahdar of Bengal from Dhely. He 
^ukld/' at:/;I^ciortedabad, whk he enw 

■piliarsy ^CWnih^ded' the royal grants 


His Ton-Alitf^:'^''Dow{ah^^e^Mte‘; Khan, 'finding it in vain to 
jfkuggle againft the emperorV will and his fathers power, was 
among 'the firfl: to congratulate him upon his acceflion, and con- 
tented to remain in the office of dewan. Shujah ad Dowkh, 
having thus obtained his wiffies, conduded the affairs of govern- 
ment. with thfe advice ©f AliVerdi' Kha«> hk Wtfthd' Itijee Ahmed, 
Aulum Chund, his own dewan, nOw appointed roy royan, (who 
was among the Hindoosi, tedy-v^^ and power) 

and a! few ■ Othek, partiCifedy Juggutt- Sect' Fiitteh Chtind, whofe 
wealth and credit as a merchant and banker exceeded milHonsj 
" ■ ■ '■ ’ and 

Under the grant of this office the company now hold Bengal, &c. 
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and was never yet equalled by any. In the adminiftration of juftice 
he aded wholly from himfelf, and trufted to the reprefentations of 
no one j but to the utmoft of his abilities examined every cafe, and 
liftened patiently to both parties, deciding agreeably to juftice, . 
without regard to rank or ftation. : In the time of Jaffier Khan, 
the zemindars 'and renters had been oppreffed with fuch grievances, 
as are too horrid to. relate* Agreeably to the foHowing verfe of 
the poet Saadi i « Draw not thy precedents from evfr inlHtutions, 
« for men will curfe thee, with thofe who invented them,” Shujah 
ad Dowkh upon his acceffion funlmoned them before him, and 
demanded how they would behave, if he fliould free them from 
their troubles. They, who had fuffered feverely from the tyranny 
of JafSer Khan, fwore folemnly to be faithful to his perfon, and 
juft in their payments, according , to , the fettlenjents of Juggutt 
Seet. Shujah ad Dowkh then difringuilhed them by khekuts and 
favours according to their ranks, and difinifT^d AeiiJiv’mth joyful 
hearts is calkd'the .parar. 

appellation- during the adminiftra- 
tion of Shujah ad Dowkh j and perfons of all ranks, living in eafe 
and fafety, were loud in his praifes, repofing under the lhade of his 
profperity. Not long after his acceffion, the government of the 
province of Bahar was added to that of Bengal, the deputation of 
which he entrufted to Aliverdi Khan, for whom, on this occalion, 
he procured the rank of five thoufand and title of Mahabut Jung. 
The fa vofirite , acquired , new, credit in his management of Bahar, 
thg, reyenufs of ^whi^^ ; had . been embezzled and kept back, by 
rebellious zemindars and military commanders } all of whom he 
either reduced or put to death. 

To preferve the connedtion of hiftoty, it is proper to return 
of the imperial court, before we enter further on 
^ofe, ^pf Bengal and the navob Mahabut Jung, which ihall be 
.ifeparal% treated of. ; ^ • 



Tl^ Mhamisas, iKjtmthftanding the appointaient of J^jeeraow 
to the gowaaaent of Maiwa, aad odier J^touts fliewa them by the 
emperor^, ftill continmng their inTOfioris, and advancing their armies 
nearer to the capital, the ameer al amra, Khan Dowraun, marched 
at length with a great army to the vicinity of Agra, and the vkier, 
Kiimmif ad Dien Khan, with a powerfiii force towards Ajmere'j 
hut inftead of ading on the ofenfive^ wafted their time in idle nes- 
gohations for peace in ftanding camps, white the enemy plundered 
the country around them. - •* 

Boorahan al Modlk Stoiadtj^' wf Onde, po&- 

ife&d great ctmrage and aljEity,* and waiu * anxious to acquire 
feme, by expellmg the Mharattas and redeeming the d!%raqB 
of the empire. He marched from his capital, attended by 
iiiis^lba ia few 8is®er Jmg, to the affiftaace of his friend 
;the of ^addawer, a tteftiid cf the province. w 

was ctafc% pre*lled tJa; enemy in his principal fortrdS. 
■He iOeaM aiafeitoiwever, anive in time to relieve him. Raow 

terms. 


fisa wS- ‘^pl^ pwhcSpa'l officers were taken 

great -dilicuity efcaped. The fugitives 
in .their ptottc miftaking the patiage of the river Jumna, which th^ 
had forded* we®e drowned m great numbers ^ many were taken 
.|]ri£bne£S, and ifew regained the oppofite Aore. MeShar with a 
ifew .followers-; rei^Aed- the ^camp,-of-*^ia^.€f^Ws ’nete^-^iiffior. 
Boorahan al Moolk iffiied orders fcr each of his Ibldiers to prepare 
'four;days .ptovffiona, mid isamit his intending 

40 pnr^ file ^onay ter thete own province, andlr^eem the honour 
■pf Hindooftan, when he jeeceived orders from the ameer a'l amra 
to halt till he could join him with his forces, to ad: with more 




Deror and' ^habitants were thrown into the ntmoit comrer- 
ion and defpair. They were not relieved till after three days, 
ring which the Mharattas committed great devaftations m the 
urbs) bythe arrival of Boorahan alMoolk and the armies of 
vizier and ameer al amra. The enemy then retreated into 
Iwa but were not purfued ^ and the minifters, to the dilgrace and 
parable loft of the empire, perfuaded Mahummud Shaw to pur. 
fe an uncermin peace, by cpnfenjing to the payment 

a. fourth part of th®^ ■ revenues 

before his arrival. - Niaani' ^ 
x>ik attempted to recover the province of Malwa from the 
biarattas i but after, marching and defeating Bajeeraow, was 
liged to return for the, defence of Dhely agamft the Perikn 
iperor,. Nadir ^aw, who was advancing rapidly towards it. 

Sum&mad Dowkh Khan Doviira^ ttoeeral amra, poflclTed 
bounded. iniufe«soe,'ow«..-tiie- mind .of lb that he 
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never, in all probability, have attempted his expedition, had he 
not heard of the defencelefs flate of the frontier. The grand caufe 
of the Perlian monarch’s difpleafure againft Hindooflan, was the 
protedlion which the rebellious Afghauns had received in the em- 
pire, after their defeat by his arms when regent of Perfia, though 
he had fent an ambaffador to Dhely, requefting Mahummud Shaw 
that they might not find refuge in his dominions. Nadir Shaw, on 
his acceffion to the throne of Perfia, fent alfo an ambaffador from 
himfelf j but no anfwer was given to his letters, nor the minifter 
permitted to return to his mafter. During the. fiege of Candahar, 
Nadir difpatched a nobleman of 1^ tmmed M 
Khan, requeft concerning the 

fhgMVi;-^l|Iiahhs, arid to OXptefs his difguft at the negleift fhewn 
his embaflies by the emperor of the Moguls. Mahummud Shaw 
and his miniflers were at a lofs what anfwer to return, and delayed 
the difiniffion of the ambaflador, in hopes that he might , fail in the 
conquefi: of Candahar, and be obliged to retreat into Perfia, when 
they would avoid the difgrace of acknowledging a ufurper, as 
equal in rank with the fbvereign of ’ Hindoofbn. Thefe repeated 
fights, and the efcape from his vengeance which , Afghauns 
found in the provinces of Hindooftan,,^; deteittnined Nadir Sha;w, 
.upon the ' .jfeU ' of ■ €>attda^^^^' 'invadS ' 'the • ' ‘etopirei , ■ ■ AccdrcSnpy, 
after that event, he marched^to Cabul, the capital of the province, 
Ofihat name, which he took with little oppofition, and remaine4 
in tfie near feven months? during which time his troops 

% deftroying the unfortunate Afghauns. It is pro^ 
‘’he /have '.advanced farther*, had not a meffengefe 

'Cabul, to Dheljt. 

biy^^ifi-derecl’ ■ inhabitants -.of Jcllalabacfe 

of 'againil: that cmg 

flaughter^'"i^Sp^pl'e''ljsidlhia^ toerfcy, and purfued his route^ur 
Peftiawir, where Nafir Khan, the foubahdar of Cabul, refide^ura 
' ' ' ■ , ’ ■ raore 

- I effaft 
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whom he fent a meffage, fignifying that he £hould arrive on a cer- 
tain day, when, if not oppofcd, he wouid ipare the country , and 
receive him into favour. Nafir IChan, however, prepared for 
refiflan.ce, was defe^t®^* taken prifbher j but, after a few days 

imprifbnment,; , 1 'einfbited in h^ government on the part of the 
Perftan monarch. >H Frptn Pefhawir, N^r Shaw proceeded to La- 
hore, the ‘jfonhahdar of which, Zekariah Khan, after Ibme little 
opppfition in the field, took refuge in the capital, which he fhortly 
after furrendered, and was invefted with the command of it by the 
conqueror j who, leaving fome of his troops with him to enfure his 
fidelity, marched towards Dhely. 

Mahummud Shaw and his minifters had long pretended to 
defpife the anpa ,of the vjaorious Nadp-, and to difbelieve the 
daily accounts received of his advice. Up had indeed taken’ 
the field, . but in the Ipace of two^^ontjis iparched only four 

'j^%1le am'^erial army encamjped on 
the .bariics .of the canal of Alimerdan Khan, which fupplied the 
' city of Dhely with water. Entrenchments were thrown up, and a 
numerous artillery linked together with mafly chains, was planted 
round the camp. Nadir Shaw, after the taking of Lahore, fent 
frequent mefiages to the Mogul camp, defiring the difimflion of 
.,his ImbafladcM-s, but was not obeyed ; for what reafon was never 
Jtnown. . The ameer aiamxa place4 great hopes in the valour of 
|the l^jepoqt^,; h^t neither Jey; Sing, ,nor - any of the great, lujas, 
meyed the fummons to the royal fbndard on this occafiqni fending 
Idle excufes for their delay in their feveral diftridts. Great dread 
;|nd confufion prevailed in tlie camp ; and fo bad was ^ intelligence 
Wthe approach of the invaders, that it was not Mown how.f^ 
had advanced, till fome wounded fugitives, from a foraging 
jjproclaimed to th| affri^^ Mo^ls the certainty cT the 
hieing within a few miles of their entrepaS^hments. A 
Vl apprehenfion and alarm took place* and the emperor waited 

^ ® ' with 
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witk tJife ansaetjr ifdr the artival of Bootakan al Moolk Saaudut 

Khan, the feubahdar of Oude,. upon whofe conduit and valour he 
had placed all his hopes of delivery* in the prefent impca-tant crifis 
of his empire. The withed for intelligence of his near approach at 
length arrived'. Oh Tuefilay the fifteenth of Zeekaud the ameer al 
amra went to meet Boorahan al Moolk, about a mile from the 
£Mmp; and having brought him into the imperial prefehce, he was 
received with the higheft diftindioh, ahd ccanMahdo! to encamp 
hear the divificto of the atheer al amra. > ^ 


'• Boorahan 4 Moolk had Juft .-and mpaired to 

the Perfians had 

^SM^%a^|^e,'nnd'Wie^l:ototoittifig great fe^hters upon 
%tludi tie Immediately remounted his elejAaint, afid lentding- iwtek 
cf this event to the ameer al amra, of hiS 

^iiiftance, haftened againft the enemy. The atack ailira ijecK^ 
tounicated the meflage to the emperor, who confulted Niizam al 
Moolk. He rec^mmaended that Boorahan al Moolk fhould be 
trbcalild ehtres.chmente>'<as\|eke^ day was far Advanced, 

-^ete ?^tigttet'.%^;%. ''king .fharch^'^,% ,.wouM 
to'dlsi^'bffetih’g'lfettle -fo 'til &e 

%6 %hfe Aiheer al amra-j '%ift li4 Si^bntihg it to the negled and 
'indolence of the nizam, reprefented tO the emperor, that as Boorav 
han al Moolk had advanced far from the lines, and was moft proii 
hably Bhi^f engaged with the enemy, not to affift him, and 
Wcmtarify'i^ rup fnch a deferving noHeman to flaughtef* 

,and.,-gei:^flty. 
chofe, he^&ouldhaftel ; 

^■*^#db-'iii8-S^ffi^rtffiefy^ya^fjd^^kiroops 'as' 'Were'inclined to foil# 
•'him-' ’paA, t>f the day remained, when he^a 

a fhort diftance of Boorahan al Moolk. Nadir Sha*^e 
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formed his army in two divifions s one of which ho left for the 
protedion of hh camp, and with the other advanced to the at- 
tack ; fubdividing it into three bodies. Two of thefe he detached 
to attack each of the ameers* .and rentained hirafelf with the third, 
as a referred line, do .give afihhiQOO whgfdFer it might be neceilary. 
The Pfit&aiBiJ advaReedi with gnpat ft|ry? and io aixmt half an hour 
the troof« of Hmdooffcan were thrown i|t|tO ;CO||fii|i9ia with great 
haughter. The ameer al amra was dangeropll^ WOpn^d* PPfl wft 
of his principal followers flaip. His remaining attep4^ri|:§ broaghf 
him back, aimoft dead with lofs of blood, to the capip about 
nightfall i where, from a want of regularity and order, copapi^ 
in HindooHan, his tents, baggage, and treafures had been wholly 
plundered by the foldiery and followers, on the fpppofition of his 
death j &> that not a covering remained his^/opfptipflj 
ien^h his attendants -iwocured a' ^ 

him.,, ^ The vizier* andr^ef 

''with' a faint voiti," faidi 

** done my duty, and finifhed my courfe. The future moft be 
** attended to by. you : but I earneftly advife, .that the emperor 
" may not vifit Nadir Shaw, or let him enter Dhely; and that 
** you turn back, by any means, this great calamity from this 
fpot.^' Having faid this, he became fpeechleU, ajid continued 
tin lie breathed his laA* on the third day ibilowing, 

*MobiE»'•wfe^.|rad,^ remained’ lOPife feM ^<sf 
|eing deprived of moft of his troop by death, pr -SW at 

uft quite furrounded by the Perfians, and incapablt '/oi ftMther 
Miftance, when he was known by a young foliifQi^# aafsbe-of 
|e fame city wkh himfelf, who calling to .bum by tiame,- co^ 
^d himto fave Ms own hfe .hy becoming Jb^ 
fJlg; '■‘t&ae^runping : up ^;hie ofephant, . apd afcendiig ^st 

Ifees'bf the ladder.' Boorahan_ai -Moolk gladlyTBbpittfeci:''lMinfelf 
\ ' ' ' ' ■ to 
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to the mercy of the enemy, who carried him before Nadir Shaw, 
and he was treated with great kindnefs and difUnCtion. 


For the three following days the Mogul camp prefented a fcene 
of confufion not to be defcribedj but, what is extraordinary, it 
was not attacked by the Perfians. Boorahan al Moolk, hearing 
reports of the death of the ameer al amra, and hoping to fucceed 
him in office, had prevailed on Nadir Shaw to oifer peace, and 
retreat from Hindooftan, on the payment of * two corores of rupees, 
and receiving a vifit from the emperor. . He accordingly com- 
municated thefe pondlitioas t©;^ the Nizam al Moolk, 
who •'-'before overwhelmed 

Witlij'^'■%|4iSi'‘'%#»itt^cfolnt^Qfi^’'-■Mkhto Shaw-fent the 

ysfithdiit' delay to the Perfian eamp, where he was received^ With 
great favour by Nadir Shaw, who ratified the treaty ; and he 
returned exulting to his mafter. The happy tidings of pjsaoe fpread 
through the camp, and gave new life to the difheartened troops ; 
but their joy was but of ihort duration. Nizam al Moolk, am- 
bitious of the dignity of ameer al amra, requefted it in return for 
hlsi -fevices in the negotiation, and the emperor ippwffiately con- 
ferred; it .upon him,, unmindful of the o&ncfe it would* give to 
'Btk)rahah'- al Mooifci’^:- -Mahummud- ^^law. went to 

•wfit the Perfian monartffi, agreeably to his requeft, and was met 
near the camp by Nadir’s fon, NulTer Oollah Mirza, who alighted- 
from, his horfe upon feeing him; when the emperor was fet down 
hls-tra^^|^g;|brone,- and -they .'enibraced each ’other. The prince 

>to' ffia-jjmifnud,'' fe'ate/ 
After ceremony 

.0f.prefe£M^.i^^feijfteitak3iU^^^vMahammu3 .Shaw returned to 
j^wn camp; w,iiif|!e Ids*'" prdence gave heartfelt joy and afiurjfca 

• more 

. * Two- millions fterling,, 



peace was fully concluded. Such indeed was the opinion 
of the emperor and all his fubjedlsj and jull would it have been, 
but for the felfilh difloyalty of a difgufted minhler. 

JBoorahan al Moolk, le^h^-that the office of ameer al amra had 
been given to ^dother,‘ burned with envy and dilappointment. In the 
fury of his.'paffions he refolved to be revenged* upon the emperor and 
his rival.' ' He obferved to 'Nadir Shaw, that two corofes ,of rupees 
were too fmall a compofition for the wealth of Hindooftan j that 
he, as an individual, could pay fo much j and that the removal of 
Nizam al Moolk, who alone had any ability to refill: his arms, 
would make the Perfian monarch mafter of the empire without a 
blow, when he might march to Dhely, only eighty miles diftant, 
and poliefs himfelf of the immenfe treafures of the imperial palace 
attfi the wealthy inhabitants of the capital. aga«t«»i Of Nadir 

was awakened by this treacherousi femonftrajie^i aiiditofagafo fovited 

' his''' ramp, where- /was 
commanded to remain, and to prevail upon Mahummud Shaw by 
letter to make him another vifit. The nizam now reprefented to 
■Nadir, that his behaviour was contrary to treaty j to which the 
Perfian replied, that he did not mean to depart from his agreement 
or injure the perfon or empire of Mahummud Shjiw, but muft 
have another interview; The nizam. wrote information of this to 
sfris mafter ; wljp* 3 pot kwwing where. to look fupport in the 
^bfence -of his. minhier*- came? to-ffie camp - of Nadir Shawj^-»att»io4<» 
yd only by a few of his: fayotirke.domeftics, forbiddiMimaftV’ of 
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the vizier, Kymmir ad Dien Kfian, was furamoned to the prefence. 
Boorahan al Moolk, and Thamafp Khan, a confidential noHeman of 
Nadir Shaw, were difpatched in front to Dhely, to receive the keys 
of that capital and the imperial palaces from the governor ; after 
which the conqueror, with his royal captive, proceeded by eafy 
marches to that city. The utmoft dread and confufion prevailed in 
the Mogul army after tlie departure of Mahuramud Shaw. In- 
dividuals confulted their own Ikfety by flight, but were plundered 
or killed % many By the Perfian marauders, and; others by the huf- 
bandmen of the country, who, in time of trouble in HindcKtftan, 
generally tte ^ 

March, Nadir Shaw reached the gardens of 
Shaleihar, aiwi permitted Mahummud-Shaw to proceed to his palace 
in the citadel of Dhely, with his famify and dcaneflicks. On the 
ninth the conqueror made a triumphant entry into die his 

army, which was encamped on the beach of the Jumna, under the 
palace i but Nadir Shaw took up his refidence within it j the grand 
hall ol" aujdience, aiid fcveral otlier ai^jatenents* being prepared for 
Ifrs'foeeptkMi. Coins had been ftriick at the ira^i^i^i-*aMHt’ for thm 
oGcafbn, which were #ftc^ted to the peopli^' ta' ihe cavakaid<^ 
bearffl^g iMs infcrip&tm '.■"'h 


'Wer -the kings ©f the 'wbrld 
fsladir, king of fciags, and lord of periods.’* 

Boorahan al Modlfe,' of a -cancer in M 
been lot% '""It was reported,. tha 

die ptn^ -rf confcience at Ms being th 
^^ifedif’s ■ ad#rifefi5ff th -die 'fumour was a* 
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The ftrideft difcipline had been obTerred by the Perfians, and 
so per&n fuSbred from the victors the flightefi: outrage j when, on 
the night of the tenth, a fatal tumult arofe, which involved the 
inhabitants of Dhely in ruin. It was fuddenly rumoured, that 
Nadir Shaw was dead i by natoraily, and by others, that he 

had been aSaffinat^ by a Caimnck woman an the haram, at the 
inftigation ofMahummpd Shaw. The Dheljfeas ftjp,e^y credited 
what they wHhed to be^ true. Th^ flew to arms, and imScred 
every Pcrflan they met in the city^ which, during the ni^t, was 
a fcene of confufion and horror. The nobles of Hindooflan, ia- 
ftead of attempting to quell the madnefs of the people, by pro-< 
claiming that Nadir was dill alive and fecure in the palace, which 
was garrifoned by his troops, remained inadtive; and at fome of 
their houfes, the Perfians, who refided in them to proted their 
prdperiits, ■were •tteachewrfiy unurdemd.: at the 

•-ccaunjencement.'cjf'die tamt#, .fem'^ont.. JhaKr, 

bcn|g Adoned ..toi, , t|iey 
sraia .to’tmoderate idieir. fum aiid 
not chufing to hazard his troops in the darkaesfs of might *d fh« 
clofe llreets of the city, he refolved to let the fliorm ipend itfel^ 
and wait for morning to take vengeance on its authors. About a 
thoufand Perfians were flain. 


Barly die next morning, Hadk -Shaw iffaed from the palace, 
.attended by his, trocf>s,t<and toc^ ^p«fl: the? wikgc of P.ooflma 

^4 Dowlah, fituated in a principal flxeet. From hence he dif- 
bEftched bands of feldiers, cdmm«i^.ag them to flaughtjer, n^Aout 
liftinaion of age or fex, the wretched inhabitants esf Jjfiiely, in 
i|very avenue where they might find a murdered, „g^an. His 
Mers were obeyed with a fayage readinefs. The carnage kfted 
1^ fun-rife till mid-day. About eight thoufand Indians, Mogul® 
J^Afghauns, . were maflacred, and their boufes pIurMierf4 by 
%erfians. To add to the horror of the .jte, fonAe out 
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in feveral parts of the city. At twelve o’clock, Kummir ad Dien 
Khan prevailed on the conqueror to flop the maflacre, when it 
ceafed at once ; fo exad was the difcipline of Nadir Shaw. 


It is impoffible to defcrifae the mifery of Dhely, during this 
and feveral following days, when the ftreets ftreamed with 
human blood, and the bodies of the dead obftrudted the paflages. 
Thefe were at length piled together in heaps, without diftinaion 
of rank or religion, and burned in the rubbiih of the ruined 
houfes. Several noblemen were put to death by Nadir Shaw, 
for being accei^iy to the . mur<|e^ of ,Pe^^ during the tu- 
mvlt»^ vizier, Kummir ad 


On the fourteenth, Niflar Mahummud Khan was difpatched to 
Oude, to demand from Suifder Jung the two Cofores 
which had been promifed by Boorahan al Moolk from hB pto- 
vince. Nadir Shaw this day began his feizure of the imperial 
cffedS and treafure. * Three corores and fifty lacs were found 
in the treafury. ’’ A corore sind fifty lacs in pla^e # 'ififeeen corores 
in jewels j the celebrated peacock throne, valued at ‘ one corore j 
and feveral other thrdt»M:i|ich though , fia^Ber value, with Ae 
armory, cftimated at eleven torores, were feized for his ufc i 
sdfo five hundred elephants, a great number of horfes, and the 
fuperb «^iSi%.uq,«^^ of tiie emperor. ^ 

' ' ' ■■ ' ■ 

■ll'^ify.pn- .treaty of peace was drawn up, ftipulatinf 

,Siitajd''^lhouId remain to t! 

■ " » thovf9»l'''pcS»''ite&^. j 

* One” ^ hurifed "tfioufand pounds. # 

« f ‘ifteen millions fttrling# ^ 

* One million fterling* , mtC 

* Elcvett millions ftcrling^ _ 
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etiiperor of Hindpoftan, and thofe weft of it be ceded to the 
crown of Perfia. Thus, Cabul, Tatta, and part of Multaun, were 
wrefted from the empire. Nufler Oollah Mirza, Nadir’s fon, 
was betrothed to the daughter of Yezdaun Bukfli, ion of prince 
Moraud, the fon of the emperor Shaw Jehaun. 

On the fixteenth, Jogul Kiftioor, vaqueel of Bengal, was feverely 
beaten with fticks, for not expediting the coUedtion of the fine 
impofed on the city. # 


On the feventeenth. Nadir demanded from the vizier * tw» 
corores and twelve lacks of rupees ; when the latter pleading in- 
ability, he commanded his dewan, Mujilifs Ram, to give in an 
account of the property of his mafter and of his own, threatening 
hfin with death if he fliould be guilty of coneealtnent. Three 
daughters and feven ladies were feized from the harawt of Muz- 
zuffir apd forced into the feragEo 

- On the eighteenth, a contribution was demanded from the nobles 
and fervants of the court, bankers, merchants, and artizans, whicli 
was levied with the utmoft feverity. Nizam al Moolk, the vizier, 
Sirbullund ■ Khan, and other noblemen, were ordered to colledl 
two corores and twelve lacks from the citizens, and pay it into 
i,the treafury in ten days, on pain of Nadir’s difpleafurc. 

^ On the nineteenth, the colledtors of the fine began their exac- 
^)ns. Many perfons put themfelves to death to avoid puniihment, 
leir property being over-rated in the alTeffinent, Among thefe 
i^re many officers of rank. 

^n. D d ' On 

Y Two millions and one hvmdred and twenty thoulgnd pounds. 
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On the twentieth. Nadir Shaw fent nme Perfian horfes, with 
feventy five trays of gold and filver brocade and fcarlet cloth to 
Mahummud Shaw, and ordered Saad ad Dien Khan, meer atufli, 
to put his own guards as before over the haram and offices of 
the emperor. 

On the twenty firfi:, Loottff Ali Khan, topjee baflia, or com- 
mander of artillery, by orders of Nadir Shaw, with twelve thou- 
fend men, marched out of the city, efcorting the invaluable plunder 
of the capital to the gardens of Shalimar. On the twenty fecond 
Nadir Shaw’s equipage, among which were all the magnificent 
tents taken from the palace, was pitched on the banks oi: the 
Jumna, before the Lahore gate^ and a thoufand Perfians of rank, 
who had taken up their quarters in the palaces of Khan Dowraun, 
Saadulla Khan, &c. marched to Shalimar. Centinels were placed 
at the gates of the city, to prevent the Perfians from carrying away 
any Hindooftan women. A type of the lafi: day afflidted the inha- 
bitants of this once happy city, from the cruelties of the colledtors 
of the fine. It was, before, a general maflacrei but now, the 
murder of individuals. In every chamber and was heard the 

lay .|k|3i&ion. Buff^t^ Roy, agent of the ’ penfions, killed his 
family -Khan fiabbed himfelf. Many 

•took poifon. The * venerable Cauzee al Kuzzaat was difgraced by 
ftripes. 


In the fame manner all the lervants of the crown, the mer- 
chants, bankers, and all fufpeded of having money, were harffil 
treated ; and many, to avoid torment, courted death by their ow 
hands.. Sleep and reft forfook the city. On the twenty thir 
additions were made double and treble to the demands from f 
unfortunate officers of the court, and they were beaten and abi^ 
without mercy. Fojedauf Khan, governor of the environs o^ 
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city, from whom four lacks of rupees were demanded, of which he 
had paid one, efcaped from his guards, and arrived at his fort of 
Feroichnuggur, twenty five cofs diftant •, where he continued, though 
Nadir Shaw invited him back by folemn promifes. He pleaded 
old age and inability. The Jauts, under Buddun Sing, rofe in arms 
in the vicinity of the city, and attacked the foraging parties of the 
Perfians. 

On the twenty fourth, a fire broke out in the imperial * ferfh 
khaneh, and defrroyed effedls amounting to a corore of rupees. 
Nadir Shaw now only waited for the payment of the fine, and the 
arrival of Niflar Mahummud Khan ■, after which he refolved to 
march immediately, and replace Mahummud Shaw on his throne. 

At this time, abounding in difafters and calamity, the capital 
of the empire was become, from her various mifcries and troubles, 
an emblem of ’ day of univerfal diilblution. Firft, from the 

gehelii mafiacre, and the plunders and excefles of the Perfian 
army, the conflagration, and other events, the inhabitants of all 
ranks were fo alarmed, that like the affrighted animals of the defart, 
they fought refuge in the moft private and concealed corners from 
further infult. Secondly, from the great fcarcity of grain, two 
feer of coarfe rice were fold for a ' rupee, and other neccflaries in 
proportion. Thirdly, from a peftilential diforder; no morning 
hpaffed that whole crowds in every frreet and lane did not die. 
l^ourthly, from the exaftions which occafioned a deliberate maflacre. 
Unprincipled and unfeeling wretches, ever ready to ufe occafion, 
|)ok the various quarters of the city in farm for the collection of 
ye fine, at the original valuation. In place of ten, they extorted 
■ ^irty and forty thoufond rupees. The firft fum was paid to the 
M D d 2 treafuiy, 

t^ r '■ ' ' '' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 

^Kjfitory of tents, carpets, canopies, cufliions, beds, &c. 

■^out four pounds weight. 

thillings and threepence nearly. 
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treafury, and tlie reft embezzled by thefe infernal wretches. It is 
probable, four or five corores were thus extorted from the miferable 
citizens, who, from the roads being blocked up, had not power to 
fly from thefe dreadful calamities, nor a hope of affiftance. Dan- 
uflrmund Khan, one of the moft learned men in Perfia, and firft phy- 
fician to the conqueror, who had been before this, at the requeft 
of Boorahan al Moolk, honoured with the rank of three thouiand, 
and now ofiiciated as ambaflador between the emperors ^ was, at 
the defire of Nadir Shaw, promoted to the rank of feven thoufand 
and office of * khanfamaun to Mahummud Shaw. 


' On ^ thirty firft, Msditftnffittd (Sha^ee ad Dien Khan, fon of 
Nizaih Moolk, brought Meet -Nizatn ad Dien, fojedaur of the 
environs of the city, who had fled to Ferokhnuggur, to an interview 
with Nadir Shaw,- to whom he prefented an offering of a lack and 
fifty thoufand rupees. He was gracioufly received, reeftabliflied in 
his office, commanded to bring in fupplies of grain, and invite the 
people to the deferted villages. The fame day, at the requeft of 
Nizam "ai Moolk, orders were given by Nadir Shaw to his chief 
to prepare the -governors of :die diferetft pro- 

conajmand'ing,them to obey, 

hummud’^Wi Afiftedn ■*^fc^«?:0or#nglyWritteB, and cofnmitted 
to Nizam al Moolk. 


On the firft of April, Raja Mujiiifs Ram, dewan to the vizier, 
having paid four lacks of rupees, ftabbed himfelf to avoid the tor- 
tures ordered to be inflicted upon him to extort an additional fum^' 
Roy Khooftial Chiind and his fon did the fame. Seetaram, farme 
of fonab ’royal lands and ^reafiirer to the vizier, alfo eight or tet 
principal -Officers, after ha’ving given ten, bight, aiid four lacks c 
rupees, bn more being demanded, made their efcape from the cp 
Jogul Kifhoor, Nagir Mul, Saadoolla Khan, and other prii^ 

- ,* Steward of the houfehold. 
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vaqueels, were beaten almoft to death to extort money from them. 
People of all ranks deferted the city in crowds. 

On the third. Nadir Shaw ordered a feizure of the eifeds of 
many capital merchants, who had not paid the fums demanded from 
them i in confequence of which rich goods were fold for a fourth 
and fifth part of their value. 

On the fifth. Nadir Shaw’s feals were taken off the imperial 
fiore-rooms and repofitories, and thofe of Mahummud Shaw and 
Danufhmund Khan affixed in theii* room. The fame day firmauns 
were fent from Nadir Shaw to Raja Jey Sing, Raja Abee Sing, 
Juggut Sing, and other rajas of Hindooftan j alfo to Raja Sahoo, 
Bajeeraow, and other Dekkan chiefs, with thefe contents : 

** Between us and our dear brother MAumtnud Shaw, in con- 
« fidemion of die'fegard afid^dHafiCeS of the fovereigiities, the 
** coiinedionfs of regard and friendfhip have been renewed ; fo that 
“ we may be efteemed as one foul in two bodies. Now our dear 
** brother has been replaced on the throne of this extenfive em- 
pire, and we are moving to the conquefi: of other regions, it is 
** incumbent that ye, like your forefathers in former times, walk 
** in the path of fubmifiion and obedience to our dear brother, as 
.** they' did to former fovereigns of the boufe of Timur. God 
forbid it, but if accounts of your rebelling fhould reach our ears, 
^ We will blot you out of the pages of the book of creation.” 

I On the feventh of April, Nadir Shaw fent fome valuable jewels, 
jfirpeach, and bracelets, to Mahummud Shaw, with a mellage, 

' % his march was fixed for the feventeenth of the month, and 
pfong, that on the morrow he would vifit him, attended by the 
toi|y with all the infignia of royalty, that he might give jhim 
/aluable advice, and take his leave. Accordiftgly, the next' 


i j 
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morning, being the eighth of April, Mahummud Shaw, with 
imperial pomp, attended by the court, on a travelling throne came 
out at the gate of the lion tower, and proceeded to the grand ball 
of audience, at the ideps of which Nadir Shaw received him, 
and led him to a throne, after which all perfons retired. The 
two monarchs remained in private for near an hour. Nizam al 
Moolk, the vizier, and other great lords, were then admitted ; to 
whom Nadir Shaw fpoke nearly an hour, in terms of advice mingled 
with threats. Viands were then diftributed, an4 dreffes conferred 
upon them. Nadir Shaw prefented jewels for a turban, with a 
fword fet with jewels, to Mahummud Shaw, who then took leave, 
and retired to the lion tower m the fame ftate as before. 

On the eleventh, all the Perfians quitted the city, except the 
body guards of Nadir Shaw, and encamped near Shalimar. The 
fame evening Nufler Oollah Mirza took leave of Mahummud Sliaw. 
The foubah of Multaun and four mahals of Yemneenabad were, 
at Nadir Shaw’s requeft, granted to Zekariah Khan, in room of 
,the deceafed Abd al Summud Eihan, in addition to the goyern- 
tneat of Punjaab. . , p 

' the fouft®enthr'N4i®r' Sltaw began his retreat from Dhely, 
and proceeded by regular marches to his own empire : but as the 
events of his route but little concern the hiftory of Hindooftan, ‘ 
they are not related in thefe pages. It is wonderful, but true, that 
the inhabitants of Dhely, at leail the debauched, who were by fa^^ 
the more numerous part, regretted the departure of the Perlianf* 
and to this day, the excefles of their foldiery are topics of humo’ 
in the loofer converfation of ail ranks, and form the comic pai ’ 
of the drolls or players. The people of Hindooftan at this tir 
regarded only perfonal fafety and perfonal gratification. Mifery % 
difiregarded by thofe who efcaped it, and man, centered whoj^ 
himfelf, felt not for his kind. This felfifhnefs, defirudlive of^e 



, 
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and private virtue, was univerfal in Hindooftan at the invafion of 
Nadir Shaw; nor have the people become more virtuous fmce, 
confequendy, not more happy, nor more indej:>endant. 

Upon the retreat of Nadir Shjtw, the emperor made fome 
changes among the great officers of Hate, and advanced two noble- 
men, who had ffiewn much attachment and fidelity to bus perfon. 
during the late troubles, to high rank. One of thefe was Ameer 
Khan, fon of the principal favourite of the emperor Aurungzebe, 
of the fame name, and the other l 25 aac Khan, of a middle rank 
about the court. Mahummud Shaw, jealous of the power of the 
Tooraun nobles, wiffied to remove the vizier Kummir ad Diem 
Khan from office. Ameer Khan was pitched upon to fucceed him; 
but the emperor was fearful of executing his refolution till the 
return of Nizam al Moolk to Dekkan, as he was nearly related 
to the vizier, whole intereil he efpoufed. This event at length 
occurred; the ^beingutneceffitated to repair to his goverur 

meat, - where his fon Nafir Jung had begun to afliime independ- 
ance. With this defign, he had taken leave of the emperor, and 
pitched his encampment near the city, having obtained the de- 
putation of his office of ameer al amra for his fon Ghazee ad Dien 
Khan, who was alfo fon in law to the vizier. Mahummud Shaw 
now privately beftowed the inkftand of the vizarut on Ameer 
\ Khan, who imprudently boafted of the honour he had received, 
\Kummir ad Dien Khan hearing of this, advifed with the nizam 
hiow to ad:, who recommended him to beg his difmiflion from 
ourt, and accompany him to Dekkan. He accordingly repaired 
A the nizam’s camp, from whence he difpatched a petition, ob- 
^rving to his majefiy, that as he found a change towards him 
I the royal behaviour, from the arts of interefted perfons, though 
Ahad been guilty willingly of no crime, he begged permiffioa 
^tire to Dekkan and refign his office. Mahummud Shaw, 
^d at the departure of the vizier, (for he ppflelied pot fteadi- 
\ - ' ' ' ^ ' nefs. 
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nefs of'^ refolution,) confiilted with Ameer Khan and Izaac Khan 
what anfwer to return. The former advifed compliance with the 
requeft, alTuring him, that if he was appointed vizier, he would 
take fuch meafures as fhould fecure his maj efly from fuifering 
from the refentment of the difcarded rainifter. The emperor was 
lilent, and difmiffed Ameer Khan j after whofe departure he con- 
jured Izaac Khan by his own head to fpeak his real fentiments. 
Izaac Khan, patronized by Ameer Khan, and joined with him in 
the late confultations, was at a lofs j which the emperor obferving, . 
again entreated him more earneftly. Upon this he replied, that 
if he Ihould recommend meafures contrary to tliofe of Ameer 
Khan, he flbould forfeit hk word, and if he advifed the fame, he 
fhould be inimical to hk majefty’s welfore s therefore begged to 
be filent j but Mahummud Shaw repeated his requefts. He then 
obferved, that though Ameer Khan was of high rank, and the 
fon of a nobleman of Kill higher, and pofleffed courage and much 
wit, yet from the loofenefs of his manners, he could not command 
proper refped: in the important office of vizier } that his depend- 
ants, among whom was himfelf, by his patronage recommended 
to his majefty, arid raifed to diflindions, were as yet efieemed 
only by ^jthe great rajas of Hindooftan as ordinary perfons to 
whom would not as foperiors : th^, on the contrary, 

they regarded with veneration the nizara and vizier, and efieemed 
their fervice honourable to themfelvesj therefore, it would not 
be advifeable to remove fuch perfonages, for thofe like Ameer^ 
Khan and himfelf. The emperor, upon this, fought to conciliate 
the vizier, and communicated his intentions to .Ameer Khan^ 
who immediately haflened to the nizam, offering conceffions ; 
him and the vizier. It was agreed, that he fhould for the pr.' 
fent, as a proof of his fincerity in relinquilhing his- defigns agaii 
the vizier, retire to his government of Aleabad j which he did # 
mediately. The vizier returned to court, where harmony jf 
again eflablifhed, and Izaac Khan became equally the fa^ 


1 
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of the minifter, as of Mahummud Shaw. Boorahan al Moolk 
was fucceeddd in the government of Oude by his fon in law SufF- 
der Jung ; Zekariah Khan was continued Ibubahdar of Lahore ; and 
Shujah ad Dowlah, navob of Bengal, was fucceeded by his fon 
Allah ad Dowlah Serferauz Khan j who being fliortly after defeated 
and flain by Aliverdi Khan, the governor ' of Patna, the ufurper 
feized the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and OrilS, and was con- 
firmed in them by the imperial grants, for a large pelhcufh and a 
promife of remitting the 'royal revenues to the trealury. Nizam al 
Moolk returned to Dekkan, which had fallen into dilbrder, from 
the difalFeblion of the provinces during the invafion of Nadir Shaw, 
and the precipitate conduct of his Ibn Nafir Jung. 

Upon the departure of Ameer Khan to Aleabad, Izaac Khan 
enje^ed the greateft ihatre of the empeiw’s confidence i and as he 
did not afpire to the more important offices of ibfie, ' the vizier was 
not him : "hut. Izaac KImn did 

hfe'^exfitation. Mshummud Shaw was truly af-' 
Aided at his lofs, and continued his affedion for the father to his 
children, but particularly to the eldeft fon, Meerza Mahummud, 
often faying, that had he not him to fupply the place of the de- 
ceafed, he fhould have died of grief for his lofs. 


This year the empetor fummoned to court Ameer Khan from A.ff.n 
Aleabad* Suffiier Jang, foobahdar of Oude, Zekariah Khan, nlzam A. D. 17. 
\df^Lfiiore and Multaun I alfo the rajas Bukht Sing Rhatoree and 
fey Sing. A mandate was likewife dilpatched to Nizam al Moolk ; 

|Ut he pleaded in excufe for his difobedience, his great age, though 
|i fad he was at the time employed in fecuring the government of 
|ekkan to his family. Raja Jey Smg died this year, and three of 
^wives with many concubines burned themfelves on his funertl 
Ameer Khan and Suffder Jung, on their arrival al court, 
\eceived with the greateft marks of , the .royal &v©ur« This 
- '• ' year 



» Mahabut Khan feized that emperor’s peribn, and for fome time controuleJ 
the royal authority j but/was obliged to retire by the intrigues of the empre< 

Isfoor Jehaun. , « -J 

^ The fotinder of the RoHilla government, iii the end overthrown by Shuj^ 
ad Dowlah with the affiftance of the EnglHh, for having negkaed to fu' - 
the terms of a treaty made with him> when defended by his arms fron^r 

invafions of the Mharattas. _ M ' 

Now called, from the refidence of - the Rohilks, Rohilcund. It is 

vizier. . , .|^ 


of the navob 

’j,' ^ ^ 
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year the emperor’s only fon, prince Ahmed, was married to a 
daughter of the lineal defcendant of Mahabut Khan, fo celebrated, 
in the reign of ^Jehaungeer. The foubahdary of Guzarat was 
conferred on Fukhir ad Dowlah ; but, after a feeble attempt to 
recover it from the Mharattas, he returned to Dhely. 

H. jtsy. Suffder Jung was hononoured with the poft of meer atufh, or 
D. 1744. command of the artillery, and the government of Kaflimeer. 


H. 1 158. This year the emperor, at the requeft of SuffHer Jung, march- 
D.i74d* ed to reduce ’’AH Mahtummud Khan, a Rohilla adventurer, who 
! had from the ne^gence of gotcirrtment poffeffed himfelf of the 

diftriCts of 'Kutteer, and affumed independance of the royal 
authority.' He was befieged in a fortrefs called Bangur, and being 
taken prifoner, was committed to the care of the vizier i after 
which the royal army returned to Dhely. Zekariah Khan.; dying, 
the foubahdary of Lahore was conferred on the vizier, who 
' appointed two fons of the deceafed his deputies 3 but the bro- 

thers quarrelling with each other, thet-eldeft obtained fuperiqrity 
conted, and was Confirmed in the govermi^t; <dl:^&^l^^^^ 
* Ae. ’dtje;; ^’;.^^w-nowauz Khan,.. ; 

1 ^^ H. 1159. This yfe was dfenguiflid by no other remarkable events, 

,r>**746* than the death of Ameer Khan, and the marriage of Shujah ad 
'■ ' Dowlah, fon of Suffder Jung, to the daughter of the late Izaac 



Khan, the emperor’s favourite. Thefe nuptials were celebrated 
with uncommon fplendour. Among the prefents made to the bride, 
were one thoufand filver cups, each weighing * one hundred rupees. 

Ameer Khan had fince his iaft arrival at court condudled the 
whole adminhlration s the vizier being incaipable of attending the 
durbar, from a hurt occafioned by a fall from a terrace, and con- 
tentedly allowing his rival to exercife the influence of his oflice in 
his name, while he enjoyed fecurity and repofe. Suffder Jung, the 
only one of the nobility able to oppofe him, was his friend j fo that 
he had no competitor for the royal favour. He was naturally free 
of Ipeech, and the emperor, fond of his repartee, had allowed him 
more licenfe in converfation than was confillent with refpeit to his 
own dignity. -As he acquired power in the date, this freedom 
grew to importunity, when he was on bulinefs with.t^e emperor ; 
which by degrees difgufted MAummnd, Shaw, and made^him wifh 
his rempv^ jf^ouly was alfo excited 

':to' the princes of the blood confined 
in the citadel of Seleemgur. The emperor, however, fearing his 
power, did not openly diew any change towards him. At length. 
Ameer Khan one day preffing fome.requefl:, which his majelly did 
not chufe to grant, he defired him to be filent, and he would hear 
him on the fubjed another day. The mimder. perfifted, and was 
three times mildly put ofiv but fl:iil continued his importunity. At 
lengthy Rqze Afzoon J^han,,,a eunucii, ‘nazir of the haram, rp- 
, baked him in harih. terms for his difrefped to his fovereignj upon 
'jwhich Ameer Khan, highly enraged, exclaimed, « What privilege 
has a flave to interrupt the converfation of a nobleman ?” The 
|,unuch replied, ** If I am a flave, I am the flave of' his majefly 
^ alone, and not of others.” The minifter, inflamed with paflion, 
|ow addrefied the emperor, faying, if the eunuch was notcemoved, 
tok ■ ' ' ■ ' ® 2 . ' ije 

^elve pounds fterling. . r- ■- 

|e nazir has the foie dircaion of the feraglio. t V 
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he would no longer attend the court; and demanded the difpofal 
of his office of nazir to one of his own fervants. The emperor con- 
fented for the prefent, and the minifter retired; but Mahummud 
Shaw, on confideration, was alarmed for his own fafety, ffiould 
Ameer Khan perfift in claiming poffeffion of the nuzzarut. The 
eunuch adviied the aflaffination of the minifter, and undertook to 
effea it, without delay. The emperor alTented. A perfon who 
had been difcharged from the fervice of Ameer Khan, was applied 
to by the eunuch, and agreed to perpetrate the murder. A day' or 
two afterwards the minifter attended the durbar, to receive the 
invefliture of the mzzarut, bringing with- him Aggah Khan, a 
favourite eunuch, to be appointed his deputy in its immediate 
exercife. . The aifaffin was placed in the paftage leading to the 
chamber of private audience,- and coming behind .him juft as he 
had reached the door, ftabbed him with a dagger fo effedrually, 
that the unfortunate Ameer Khan fell down dead cm the iniftant. 
His corpfe' was thrown into a palanquin and carried to his own 
houfe, where the imperial officers had been already fent to feize 
has efe«as,s .followers of the de- 


Safer. AtBe 4® .^he ■ mirted. 

After himfelf for the payment of 

their demands, if they would give up the corpfe for interment, by 
this time in a fiate of putrefaction, they confented; keeping, 
however, the neareft: relations of the deceafed.in their hands, as a. 
fecurity for the performance of . his promife. After the foneral, the- 
cSeCts -were fedd to ‘fotisfy the troops, aijd the emperor obtained 
poftfeffion of the jeweis'-^id' armoury for a ‘lack ofo rupees, which 
were Worthf:* ** fifty lacks, ’’ifnet'a ■gBeater--feate,,.^The‘ jaghire of th|' 
deceafod to-ffie daughter of the empetor; and put undj 

the direction of Nudjum ad Dovf-lah, fon to the late Izaac Khan, j# 


* Twelve thoufand pounds. 

'h f ive hundred thoufand pounds flerling. 
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This year was diftinguifhed by the invafion of Ahmed Abdallee, 
and the death of the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Ahmed was the 
fon of a chief of the Afghaun tribe of Abdal, in the vicinity of the 
city of Heraut, and was taken prifoner in his infancy by Nadir Shaw, 
who gave him the poft of a * yeflawulr and by degrees promoted 
him to a cpnfidorable command in his army. Upon the affaffi na- 
tion of that monarch, he had the good fortune to poflefs him- 
felf of a coniiderable treafure, with which he retired to his 
native country, and affumed the honours of royalty over the Af- 
ghauns of his tribe. He then marched againft the fortrefs of Can- 
dahar, which fubmitted to his arms; and prevailed upon Nalir 
Khan, the foubahdar of Cabul, to acknowledge his authority, 
permitting him to continue in office on promifing to pay down five 
lacks of rupees. Nafir Khan would have performed his agree- 
ment, but the chief inhabitants of the provmce to con- 
tribute the fum, and perfuading- him to be withd^ his 

^^AfcaMIee :maiTl»sd:''againfl£>!hja3u. 
people of Cabul deferted their governor,' tod 
Nafir Khan retired to the city of Pefhawir, where he held out for 
fome times but fearful of falling into the hands of Abdai Siiaw, 
as his provifions were exhaufted, and he had no hopes of a fupply, 
he made his efcape towards Dhely, leaving his family and efFe(^ 
behind him, which, with the fortrefs, fell into the hands of the 
befiegers, two days after his departure. During this iiege, Shaw- 
. laowaiiJs Khan, foubabdar, of Lahore* offered to join the fortunes 
'^^■'■•Atefioi‘'-Shaw 'Abdalfee, ^ on. conthtion 'of r^being appoirMEfd-'his 
I’izier, and his propofal was accepted } but, at the rcmonftmnce of 
iis uncle Kummir ad Dien Khan, vizier to the emperor Mahum- 
|iud Shaw, he repented of his treachery ; and sriMi Ahmed 
;j.bdailee, on the fall of Pefhawir, claimed perisitnance of has 
i^ement, he declined it. The fhaw, being enraged, ii»rche4 
joT^ flp^ore, which :foH iinto his hands after a fhoit reftfotnce, 

.. Shaw- 


A* Hi 
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Shaw-nowauz Khan, made his efcape, . with a few attendants, to 
Dhely. Emboldened by this fuccefs, and the weaknefs of the empire, 
Ahmed Shaw refolved to attempt the conqueft of the capital of Hin- 
dooftan ; and in the beginning of this year began his march from 
Lahore. Mahummud Shaw, being at this time too much indif- 
poied to take the field, difpatched his only fon, prince Ahmed, 
againft the enemy, under the conduct of the vizier, Kummir ad 
Dien Khan, Sulfder Jung, foubahdar of Oude, Eefuree Sing, raja 
of Jeypore, and feveral other- chiefs, with a great army. They 
advanced to the banks of the SuttuUudge without meeting the 
enemy, who had artfully pafled them and plundered the rich city 
of Sirhind, where the heavy baggage of the prince was depofited. 
Upon intelligence of this misfortune the prince returned, and upon 
his arrival near the enemy threw up entrenchments round his 
camp. The Alghaun fliaw did the fame } and for fome days feveral 
{kirmifhes took place between the two armies. At length, Kumnair 
ad Dien Khan, the vizier, being killed as he was at his devotions in 
his tent by a cannon ball, a panic prevailed in the Mogul army, and 
Eeefuree Sing w:ith: his K^jepodtes," finm the field. Meet 
vizier’§H.:ihn, :and''Suiifder Jm^f, difdained 

, The next 

day, ' a hd^5^&^'pf:rock^^^^:&‘e pi'rfhje;- enemy ^s camp, num- 
bers cf. the fewap^^ were*‘'wQUi^4 and Ahmed 

Shaw Abdallee, either difheartened by this lofs, or fatisfied by the 
plunder gained at Sirhind, thought proper to retreat towards Cabul, 
which he did unmolefted. Mahummud Shaw being near his end,, 
upon intelligence, of the enemy’s defeat, commanded the prince td 
return to Dhely, having firft conferred the government of Lahori 
on Meer Munnoo, as a reward for his fervices, Betore the roya 
army reached Dhely the emperor expired, aged forty eight years an'; 
fome months, in the thirty firft year of his reign. His death w^ 
concealed for fome days, till the arrival of the prince j who oi«' 
firft of Jemmaud al Awul was faluted emperor in the garc^ 
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portant 


AHMED 


Shalimar , and on Friday, the twelfth of the fame month, went in 
royal pomp to the great mofque, where the khootbah was read, and 
coins were ilruck in his name. Mahummud Shaw was buried in 
the college of Nizam ad Dieni in a fepulchre he had eredled on 
purpofe. 


Mahummud Shaw was not deftitute of abihties and judgment, 
but had an indolence of dilpofition too blameable in a fovereign i on 
which account he was overraled by his minifters, and governed by 
his domeftic fervants. He was unable to reftore the empire from 
the decline it had fuffered during the reign of Ferokhferc j and 
being very young at his accellion, and addidted to pleafure, he 
negledled publick bufinefsj fo that diforder encreafed. After the 
invafion of Nadir Shaw he became difpirited, and gave himfelf up 
to devotion and the fociely of religious men. He was averle from 
oppreffion and fhedding of blood, and the people from him fuffered 
no wrong. While, he royal name was reibediablei and 

pfflar. of *e ft«e fmm 


g into total ruin, but could not repair the unwieldy fabric. 


Kummir ad Dien Khan, vizier, though negledlful of bulinefr, 
and much addicted to women and wine, yet was fo merciful and 
generous, that the inhabitants of Dhely frill remember him with 
gratitude and affedion, notwithftanding his incapacity for his im- 
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Ahmed Shaw on Hs acceffion oiFered the vizarat to Nizam al 
Moolki ^vEp excufed himfelf from acpe|tmg,it, on account of his 
gfe^t oor did he long 

dyiiig kh^t a month afterwards in the vicinity 
dfBooA^ahpore, the capital of Khandelhe. He h^, governed the 
Mogul provinces of Dekkan for thirty years, as an independant 
prince, except in name, with great ability and ^ |Ie Jeft 

behind him fix fons, and was fucceeded in Dekkan by the feeond, 
Meer Ahmed Nafir Jung j the eldeft, Ghazee ad Dien, refiding at 
Dhely, in the office of ameer al amra. Nizam al Moolk is much 
f^p|^e4 ffi. Hm^wftan for Ins wifdom,. policy,^,;.gp^ofity, and 
'.Mb. . , accQuhf , q£ |iis life ' ■ WQ«ld . 'feirfti^% Vobame, which 


Immediately- upon the death of the nizam the vizarut was be- 
ftowed on Suffder Jung, who affumed the whole adminiftration of 
the imperial authority ; Ahmed Shaw, contrary to the hopes whicl^ 
had been formed of him, giving himfelf up to pleafure, and payin|f 
no attention to the afiairs of govemn^A , Suffder Jung’s firf 
mealure in office, was to attempt ihe expulfion of the Rohilla; 
from Kutteer, bordermg on his prowpcHjifif ,Ou(fe, He for thf 
purpofe inffiigated Kaium Jung, the navob of Ferokhabad, tod/' 
dare war againft them, AlipMahummud ' their chief being Mj 
J^d, and the country in an unfettled ftate, owing to the ni* 
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of his fons and the ambitious difputes of their guardians. Kaium 
Jung complied with the wiihes of the vizier, but was defeated and 
flain by the Rohillas. 

Difappoibted in the conqueft ,©f Kutteer, Suffder Jang refolved 
to reap advantage Irom the death of &e deluded Kaium Jung, lie 
perfuaded the emperor to taarch towards Ferokhabad, and confif- 
cate his eftates. The widow;, children, and mother of the navob, 
unable to refill, fubmitted to his authority and gave up their trea- 
fures. The principal lervants of the deceafed were lent prilbners to 
Aleabad j but his mother was allowed to keep the city of Ferokh-i 
abad and twelve fmall diftridts, for thefupport of the family, as they 
had been conferred on it in perpetuity by the emperor Ferokhfere. 
The conquered country was commkfod to the cate of the vizier’s 
depuiy, NowiI R^. This year; Ajjliiqrf AWto advanced 

The vizier was fcarcely returned to Dhely, when Ahmed Khan ■ 
a brother of the late Kaium Jung, eolledted an army of Afghauns,’ - 
and recovered the territories lately feized from his family, by de- 
feating Raja Nowil Roy, who was flain in the adion. The vizier 
was on his foarch to affift his deputy, when he received accounts of 
death,; pn;tq^ revenge it| , te the fortune of Ahmed. 

.ihan f?evtiled. He,:.«i :a general adicra, defeated the vizier wU 
to Dhely, trembling for the fafety of his province of Oude 
|w expofed to the refentment of the enemy, * 

I , ■ ' ■ 

^ Ahmed Khan immediately after his vidoiy marched to Ale^ 
which fortrefe he befieged, and difoatched his fon Mhamood 
' af'ihtedw.' The vizier fommoned m army-' 

hi|, afli^ahee, with which, m-two monihs' after his 
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iofs, he moved from Dhely, recovered his own dominions from 
the enemy, and obliged Ahmed Khan, with his allies the other 
Rohillas, to take ihelter in the hills. Upon his fubmiffion, Ahmed 
Khan was reinflated in the pofleflion of Ferokhabad and a country 
producing a revenue of lixteen lacks of rupees; the reft of the 
territories pofTefled by the late Kaium Jung being divided between 
the vizier and the Mharattas. The other Rohillas purchafed their 
pardon by the payment of a large contribution. This year was alfo 
diflingu idled by an attempt to recover the foubahdary of Ajmere 
from the Raajepootes, who had affumed independance ; but the 
imperial general was defeated, and returned in difgrace to Dhely. 
The vizier» after his vidory, ; himfelf in refettling his 

wafteft provinces. 


This year was diflinguifhed by the death of Nalir Jung, fecond 
fon and fuccefibr to Nizam al Moolk in 'Dekkan, by a. confpiracy 
of his own fervants, aflifted by the French, who furprized his 
camp while he was engaged in quelling a rebellion raifed by his 
nephew MuzZufHr Jung, who was taken prifoner ; but on the death 
of, his. uncle, was placed on the mu&ud of Dekk^ Jiy'fhe con- 
^ir^tqi^y if#>Th|s youp^ did not Jong enjoy his dignity, but 

was'«&®h'^3aiil,alih^''"'®i^^!%a .after^his'ahceflidn,.,- by the, fa&e 
perfons who had raifed; him to poiyeri when Sullabut Jung, third 
fon of the old nizam, was placed on the mufnud by the French, 
and Raja Ragonaut, dewan to Muzzuffir Jung. Mr. Bufly was 
created a noble of the empire, and the northern firkaurs granted, 
in iaghire to his nation.* ' J 


This year Ahmed Shaw Abdallee agam advanced as far as La; 
hore, and was oppofed for four months ‘by Mcer Munnoo; who 
however, loling two of his principal generals; and his troops bei& 
difpirited, was obliged to febmit. He was received into faw^ 

„ .* For a detail, of thefe events, fee Mr. Orme’s elegant hiftory, 
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by the conqueror, who appointed him governor of Lahore and 
Multauii under his authority; and thus were thefe two valuable 
provinces torn from their dependance on the defcendants of Timur. 
Ahmed Abdallee, during his ftay at Lahore, fent an ambaflador 
to Dhely, demanding conceffions from the emperor ; who, much 
alarmed, recalled Suffder Jung to court. The vizier obeyed the 
fummons, and repaired to Dhely, with his own army, and his 
auxiliary Mharattas j but Jaweed Khan, the favourite eunuch, 
before his arrival had perfuaded the emperor to purchafe peace by 
complying with the demands of the Abdallee monarch, who re- 
treated from Lahore to his own dominions. The vizier, offended 
at this meafure, declined appearing at court, encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Dhely, and informed the emperor that he mud 
devife fome means of paying the Mharattas, whom he had brought 
to his affiftance on the promife of a large fum of money. At 
this period, fortunately for Ahmed Shaw, Ohazec ad Dien Khan, 
eldeft death of his brother 

Wi®':|^l^"^^v^rabie'*'to'hi8 claims on the government of Dclc- 
Ican, offered to pay the demands of the Mharattas, if the emperor 
would grant him the foubahdary of that country. Ahmed Shaw 
readily complied, and Ghazee ad Dien Khan prevailed on the 
Mharatta chiefs to accompany him to Dekkan, by payment of a 
large fum of money in hand, and promifes of greater favours 
when he .fliould arrive at his government. 

• The vizier, Suffder Jung, upon the departure of the Mfaarattes, 
jpntered Dhely, and. attended in his offices at court ; but he was 
much difguiled at the influence of the eunuch Jaweed Khan over 
^e emperor, and the difgraceful peace made by favourite's 
^|dvice with the Abdallee Shaw. He refolved to remove him ; 
md, for this purpofe, having invited him to an entertainment, 
to 1 ed by , one of his fervants. This aftion enraged 

^mperor againft him> and made him mfolve on di^keing him 
^ F f. 2 ' ' ' , from 
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from his perfon and the vizarut j but fuch was the power of 
Suifder Jung, that Ahmed Shaw dared not for the prefent avow 
his defigns. 

Ghazee ad Dien Khan, with the Mharattas, reached Aurang- 
abad, the capital of Dekkan, unmolefted, but died fuddenly, a 
few nights after his arrival at the city; upon which his followers 
difperfed, and his body was brought by his doraeftics to Dhely. 

He left behind him one fon, named Shaab ad Dien, a youth of 
extraordinary abilities. By the intereft of SuiFder Jung, he was 
appointed to fuccficd his father as atnper-ai amr^» ^nd received the 
fame titles GBagix ad Dim JCh^ Bshadur, iq addition to his 
own. ufc which the young man made of his power, was 

to advife, the emperor to proceed to extremities in his refentment 
againft his patron. Ahmed Shaw, accordingly, reqsoved him from 
his office of meer atufh, and expelled his deputy from fite p^ce. 
Suffder Jung, unwilling to refift his fovereign, requefted to be 
' allowed to retire to his government of Oude ; and the emperor 
confenting, he left Dhely, and encamped at a fmall diftance from 
it*i;^^s, friends,,,,, hqwcver,^ reprcfenting to, , hii^ ’ ilblly of fo 

changed- |iis .iiit&ntion of repairing 
to’ i^'^riwhich-^tj^bfe 

he called.’ ' jWts to 'his affifrdicei, and, throwing off his alle- 
giance, fet up a youth as emperor, pretending that he w'as one of / 
the royal family who had efcaped from prifon. He befieged Dhely » ’ 
for fix months, but was bravely rcfifted by the young ameer al i; 
amra. Both parties at length' being tired of the war, Suffder^I 
Jung, on being allowed to keep the proviftCis of Oude. and- Ale-’ 
abad, gave up the pretended prince, ^and retired to his govern-%,: 
ment, leaving Ghazee ad Dien. Khan in poffefiioh of what authority* 
yet remained^ to the imperkl name, and his office lof vizier was' 
conferred on Intizam ad Dowlah, fon of the late vizier, Kumr»^ 

‘..ad Dien Khan. • ‘ 


m 


AHMED SHAW. 

Upon the retreat of Stiffder Jung, Ghazee ad Dien Khan, 
being joined by an army of Mharattas, which he had invited into 
his fervice, marched from Dhely againft the Jaut raja, Soorauje 
Mul, who poffeffed the province of Agra. The raja, unable to 
kee^jthe field, retired to his ftrcMigeft fortrefs, which was fur- 
rounded ; but thd tiiinifter having’ no' battering cantjon petitioned 
.the emperor to fend the royal train from Dhely. By this time 
Ahmed Shaw had been alarpaed at the ambitious proceedings of 
the young ameer al amra, who had behaved towards him with 
great haughtinefs, and fhewn little relpedt to the royal authority, 
which made him apprehenfive of his own fafety, fliould he ac- 
quire the rich conqueft of the Jaut territories. Soorauje Mul 
had alfo written privately to court, that if the emperor would 
march to ‘Secundra, he would join him with his troops, and free 
him from the impending dangers of the tre^heryiof fris minlfrer. 
This petition was enforced by tte Intizain ad DowJah, 

^ emperor and his mother, 

to ''Ivi((f3fd'' ^wSSifSs he had fuccCeded on the death of Jaweed Khan. 
Ahmed Shaw refufed the cannon, and marched from Dhely with 
a fmall army of houfehold guards, but a cumbrous train of fol- 
lowers and baggage, carrying with him all the ladies of the haram, 
to Secundra. Ghazee ad Dien, on intelligence of this, detached a 
party of Mharattas to impede his progrefs. Thefe plunderers fur- 
prized the royal camp at night. Ahmed Shaw, with his mother 
arid yirier* tnade their efcape in covered litters to Dhely, with a 
few attendants, leaving their unhappy followers to' the mercy of 
the enemy. On this occafion, ail the infignia of royalty, the im- 
perial baggage, and many princefles of the Timur fomily^ (among 
whom was the widow of Mahummud Shaw) the hand 

of tte Mharattas, After the con&fion of vitey and confeonenf 

pfond^, , the ladies were releafed, and fomS^with an^ort ’ 
to Dhely. ■ ' ' ■ ■ ' ' „ ^ ■ ' 


■irijr 


» A town between Dhely and Agra, 
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Ghazee ad Dien now returned to Dhely, and affuming the 
vizarut from Intizam ad Dowlah, depofed the unfortunate Ahmed 
Shaw, who was* blinded, and confined with his mother in Se- 
ieemgur. Yezzeez ad Dien, Ion of the late Jehaundar Shaw, was 
proclaimed emperor, by the title of Aulumgeer the Second. This 
event happened on Sunday, the tenth of Shaubaun, 1167. 

This year died SulFder Jung, late vizier, and foubahdar of Oude, 
and was fucceeded in his government and eftates by his fon Shujah 
ad Dowlah. 


AULUMGEER 







AULUMGEER 2 


VJHAZEE ad DIen Khan, upon the eftablifliment of the new 
emperor’s adminiftration, marched from Dhely, carrying the pa- 
geant monarch with him, intending to wreft Lahore and Multaun 
from the Abdallee conqueror, Meer Munnoo, the governor, being 
lately dead, and the confequent confuiion of affairs promifing fuc- 
cefs to his defigns j but a mutiny breaking out in a corps of cavalry, 
the officers treacheroufly feized his perfon, and treated him with 
great indignity. 'afiaid to ad -while he was 

' who was difgufted at 

the haughtinefs. of his minifter, encouraged the mutineers, and 
even offered them a large fum to deliver their prifoner into his 
hands. In this dangerous crifis, the fortitude and addrefs of 
Ghazee did not forfake him. He foothed the difeontented officers 
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pretence for marching to Lahore, in order to conceal his defigns 
of feizing the government from the widow. Upon his arrival at 
Lodiana, he dilpatched a fplendid efcqrt and a letter to her mother,, 
demanding his bride. She complied with his requeft, and com- 
mitted the young lady to the charge of his emiffaries, with her 
marriage portion, happy to purchafe fo eafily the protedfcion of 
the vizier. While engaged in i;he feftivities of his nuptials, the 
minifter diipatched fuddenly a confiderable force to Lahore, and 
the governefs, not fufpedfing treachery, was feized and conducted 
with her treafurcs to the camp of her fon ia lavr, who conferred 
the government .of .the .province on Adeena Beg Khan for an 
advance of ;^^'.’1acka. the accompliihment^ 

of hut the widow of Meer' 

MViisnod '^vas not to he appeafed, threatening him with ipeedy 
vengeance for her affronts, from Ahmed Shaw AbdaMee, her 
fovereign. Shortly indeed were her affurances fuMtoJji-iaad, the 
unfortunate fubjeas of Hindooftan feverely puniflied for the avdrice 
of the vizier, who, however* by his addrefs efcaped the aanger, 
which his. ipfidio^S I^hey. iniftiaed oh the people. 

'imm^dktely ife^Si^nce^ of the. 

route to' ' Dhely, 

Ohazee ad Dieui' knowing hiihfelf incapable of refifting fuch an 
enemy, begged forgivenefs of his mother in law, and obtaining 
her recommendations to the Shaw, fet out for his camp with a 
few attendants. The Afghaun rebuked him feverely for his trea- 
cherous condua, .but confented to paidou him, on promife of 
a large contribution feoni Dhely.^ *Xo the capital the minifter 
accompanied him, and, like Nadk Shaw* the conqueror took up 
his refidencff in the citadel. The wretched emperor Aulumgeer, 
being incapable of refiftante, ' affeded to receive him as a royal 
guejEl, Dhely was for many days given up to the mercilefs plun- 
. ■ der 
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dcr of the foldiery, whofe avarice was infatiable. Such was their 
cruelty in gratifying it, that nuinbers of the unfortunate inhabitants 
put tliemfelves to death, with their women, to efcape difgrace. 
A whole month palled in terror and alarms. The houfe of the 
late Kummir ad Dien Khan was plundered, and thofe families 
who had been fortunate enough efcape the rapacity of Nadir 
Shaw, were now alfo involved in ruin. Unfatisficd with the 
wealth of the capital, Ahmed Shaw marched againft the Jaut raja, 
Soorauje Mul, who polTeffed the province of Agra, and difpatch- 
ed Ghazee ad Dien Khan, with one of his generals and tw© 
princes of the houfe of Timur, to raife contributions from the 
Doaub, or countries lying between the Ganges and Jumna rivers. 

Ghazee ad Dien being arrived at T-erokhabad* Ahmed Khan 
Bungulh, the foubahdar, purchafed his fafetys by a imn of money 
and joined jninifler: intending to parfc 

Oudi, Shdiah 

ad Dowlah, who, fafpeding his defigns, had marched with all 
his forces to the frontier of his country, and was joined by the 
navob Saadooliah Khan, chief of the Rohillas, an alliance then 
fubfiding between them. Ghazee, after trying in vain to de 
tach Saadooliah from his friend, thought it prudent to fufpend 
hoftihties, and finally to give over his defigns upon Oude, on 
Shujah s confenting to pay -him an offering of five lacks of rupees 

He halted however at Ferokhabad, bdna^ 
^willing to return to the Afghaun conqueror without theffumf 
he had promifed him. « 

Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, who bad marched aeainft’'the 
s<tepe Mnl, after taking BuUumgur, a ftronflt fi Sd 
mflateg a general maflkere on the unhappy ndtabiLta of MutS 

“ holy ^mong the Hindoos, and die tefdft' of 
plgrtoKfrom all parts of the empire) was employed in reducing ' 

^ ^ the 



r 
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the citadel of Agra, which the imperial governor had refufed t» 
furrender j when a plague breaking out in his camp obliged 
him to think of retreating, left his army fhould be fo reduced, 
as to leave him a prey to the refentment of the conquered. 
He, accordingly, raifed the fiege of Agra, and returned to Dhely, 
near which he was met by the wretched Aulumgeer, who en- 
treated him not to leave him in the power of his oppreffive 
minifter Ghazee ad Dien Khan. At his requeft, Nujeeb ad 
Dowlah was appointed ameer al amra, and enjoined to pfoted 
his mafter againft the power of the vizier. At this time, the 
two widows of late Mahumi^ild Sfiaw, fearful of refiding 
longer in JJhely* oifered tl» (fewpiter of that emperor to Ah- 
med Shaw, and petitioned for an afylum for themfelves in his 
dominions. He accepted the princefs in marriage, and com- 
plied with the requeft of the fultanas, who accompanied him 
to Candahar, to which he proceeded immediately after the cele- 
bration of his nuptials. His fon Timur Shaw, who was mar- 
ried at the fame time to a daughter of Aulumgeer was left with 
a confiderable force at the city of Lahore. 

,'r ‘ ' 

■ Buring^ tjiefe oda mge s , in- the cap|^^,fjf-^the' empire^ Bek’* 
kan was ajfq vex^ ''I^^M^hfiona.' ’ Mdnfedr Bufly, the -French 
general* who had obitihed thf , foie influence in the court of 
the nizanq Sullahut Jung, was governed in his turn by the ad- 
vice - of Hyder Jung, a native nobleman, who led him as he 
jpleafed,* I^., Bufly continued to condud the affairs of Dek- 
%;an, till, by the intrigues of Nizam AleOj, brother to Sullabut 
JtliSg, his counfeHor Hyder Jung being affafehated, and the Englifli, 
Khbi ^ patronized ^ province of 

Arco^^ ’ pov^rfi^L ho was to. return into the 

French territc^e? <i0 tibe afliftance of his countrymen. Nizam 
Alee, being without a rival, depfed his brother, and affumed 
th-e government! hut his power was much curtailed by the Mha- 
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rattas, who obKged him to refign a great part of his terri- 
tories, and pay a tribute for the remainder. The Englifh, after 
a long ftruggle with the French, took Pondicherry, which they 
deiiroyed, and obtained from the nizam a grant , of the jag- 
hires- which had been- given- to th^ competitors in Dekkan. * 

Upon the retreat of Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, Ghazee ad 
Dien Khan having prevailed on the navob of Ferofchabad, 
Ahmed Khan Bungufli, to join him with' his troops, and call- 
ed to his affiftance an army of Mharattas under Ragonaut 
Raow and Holkar, marched to Dhely, The emperor and Nu- 
jee ad Dowlah, after a liege of forty five days, were obliged 
to n mit to the enemy. Nujeeb ad Dowlah, by bribing the 
arati^ obtained leave to retire fs> his golt'ea'Mnfetit j but the 
wretched emperor Was left, in the powers of & - i^iite Ah- 

■ ■ as^ ^ rdBirh-' hra^ 

^ pc^wer remainW ttr the'poffeffor of DHeiy, btit M$‘ 

jealoufy was alarmed by the emperor’s eldeft. fon. Alee Gohur, 
who had obtained from his father a jaghire in the vicinity of 
ne capital, and was employed in raifing contributions from it, 
or^ IS at the head of a Imall body of troops. The' 

tfs emperor to recall the prince, who returned 

to Dhely i, but the artifices of the minifter could not prevail 

he fcnew^ he Ihouldh-e 

r ansaadsd' 

« palace, when the prince,- by a- gallant effort, cur Sis way 
his Jr '"'I tr- *r<»tgh the troops, and madr 

momhTr Dowlah, who proteaed hShl'for eight 

fcrtnne’in' BrngarX" avo^ Tff ^hicS 

v-igrti, ulc navoo- ot which province, SOrauje ad 

^ ^ ^ : '’-r'-UoW 

Thefe events are amply detailed in the works of Meffrs. Orme and cSbridge. 
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Dowlah had been depofed by the aOlftance of thd* Eriglifh, and 
Meet Jaffier fet up in his room. 


Ghazee ad Dien Khan,, difappointed in his attacks on the 
prince, refolved to execute vengeance on Nujeeb ad Dowlah, his 
protedlor ; and for this purpofe called in an army of.Mharat- 
tas, under the chiefs Junko and Duttah Sindia, 'who invaded his 
country, which he defended againft: them for fome months, being 
affifted by the navob of Oude and the Rohillas •, when the Mha- 
rattas, at length, agreed for a fum of money to grant him peace, 
being called upon to defend their newly acquired territories in 
Lahore, which were threatened %ith lofs by the approach of 
Ahmed Sliaw Abdallee^ Ghazee ad Dien Khan, apprehenfive 
of the refentment of that prince for the indignities fhewn to 
Aulumgeer, and the removal of Nujeeb ad Dowlah from the 
poll of ameer al amra conferred upon him by Abdallee, ; affaffir 
nated his unhappy fovereign j and leaving Dhely in pofleffion of 
the Mharattas, retired to qne of the fortrefies of Raja Soorauje 
Mul, chief of the Jauts, who gave hiip protedtion. ‘Mohee al 
Sdhaht, fon of Kaum Bukhfli, and grandlon of rAurungzebe, 
was by^ the title of ^ Sidw Jehaun, . and in- 

When Ahined Shaw Abdallee, left his fon Timur Shaw with 
Jehaun Khan at Lahore, that chief thought it prudent to beftow 
a confiderable tradl of country in farm on Adeena Beg Khan, 
the general of the late Meer Munnoo, who was at the head of 
a confiderable body, of troops. Adeena Beg accepted his olFer, 

and for fome time remained faithful in his ’ employment i but, 
being at length fufpicioils of Jehaun Khan’s intentions towards 
him, he quitted his office, and retired to the hills with his fol- 
lowers, where he excited the Siks to rebellion, and, in con- 
jundtion with them, overran the country between the rivers Ra- 
t,-, ' wee 

^ ! Reviver of religion, 

i- King of the world. 



wee and Suttulludge. Jehaun Khan, fent againft him Moraud 
Khan, who was defeated, and the Durannies driven from feveral 
places. At this time, Ragonaut Raow, Shumflieer Bahadur, and 
Holkar, had reached the vicinity of Dhely with an army of Mha- 
rattas, to whom Adeena Beg Khan difpatched frequent invita- 
tions to invade Lahore, which they accepted. At Sirhind they 
were oppofed by the governor, whom they defeated and took 
prifoner j after which they proceeded to Lahore hy forced marches. 
Jehaun Khan, after fome fkirmiihing, found himfelf unequal 
to defence againft fuch fuperior numbers, and flying with Timur 
Shaw in the greateft hafte, evacuated the country. His retreat 
put the vidtors in pofleffion of the provinces of Lahore and Mul- 
taun i the former of which they conferred upon Adeena Beg Khan, 
on his agreeing to pay them annually the fum of » feventy five 
lacks of rupees, and retreated to Dhely. _ On the rains approach- 
ing, they marched back to Dekkan, but left a body of troops 

, to prote<3:' their con- 


The next year, Adeena Beg Khan dying, Junko gave the 
government of Sirhind to Suddeek Beg Khan, the country be- 
tween the rivers to the widow of Adeena Beg Khan, and ap- 
pointed Summa, a Mharatta chief, to refide at Lahore as fou- 
bahdar, who extended his dependaneies as far north as the /iver 
Attpk, Duriqg tflefe events, the Mharatta power had ijpread 
itfclf;:in almoft every province of Hindooftan, when Nujeeb ad 
Dowlah, the Rohillas, and Shuja'h ad Dowlah united, to pre- 
vent, if poflible, the total overthrow of Mahummedan exifterree 
in the empire. Nujeeb ad Dowlah was at this .lline clofely 
blocked up at Sukkertal j and though Shujah ad Dowlah had 
in fome meafure aflifted him, yet the number of the enemy was 
fo fuperior, that there was little profpea; of Iona- holdinp- out 
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againil them. The Hindoo princes alfo were equally opprellcd 
by the Mharattas j who, though of the fame faith, only left a 
bare maintenance to thofe whom they conquered. Both MulTul- 
tnauns and Hindoos joined in petitions to Ahmed Shaw, that he 
would march and affume the. throne of Dhely, in which they 
promifed to fupport him. The Abdallee, enraged at the feizure 
of Lahore by the Mharattas, was rejoiced at die invitation, which 
affured him that he would only have one enemy to oppofe, and 
he refolved to accept it. He advanced without delay acrofs the 
Attofcy and drove the Mharattas before him to Lahore, which 
they evacuated, ^0 OpOR^^hJIs. ^rfjval. , They, were joined in their 
fi^ght by Adeena Beg, and their 

othey ,r^rp.,,iiOj did they Hop till they had reached the vicinity 
of jDhefy. Prom Lahore, Ahmed Shaw advanced towards Dhely, 
Upon intelligence of his approach reaching , Dutfah Sindia, that 
chief railed the blockaae of Nujeeb ad Dowiah’s ojM^p , > wiitbn nt 
finilhing a negotiation of peace then began, and marched with 
an army of eighty thoufand horfe againll Ahmed Shaw. That 
prince had crolled the Jumna, on account of the great fcarcity 
Qf provifions in the high road from Lahore, ow^ng to the late 
depredations of the Mharattas, who had plundered and laid walfe 
the • country in iheh order, to hi& .pujait,::ai!d,- 

perhaps, ob%e him; to retreat to his own. country for w'ant of 
^ubfihance.: He. was foon joined by the chiefs Nujeeb ad Dowlah, 
Sa^dooll^b’i-Khan, Hafiz Rhamut, and Doondee K,han, who fup- 
^ri^.with and other necelTaries from their terri- 
.eaft.of.i^'^^§anges. The Mharattas, encamped. near, Dhely, 

. 'i A t 1 rni ; ■ .t j , ■ 

w : For fome 



^t length diR!^^^'. for- provifions, having firft font oiF 

his nephew Jupfeo to Defekan,. with a fmall party, determined 
hazard a battle.- With his whole army difmounted, he drew 


up 










up in front of his camp, inviting the Durannies to adion. The 
challenge was accepted, and a bloody engagement fucceedei, in 
which, at laft, Duttah and the greateft part of his troops were 
cut to pieces. Ahmed Shaw the fame day, immediately after 
the vidory, haftened in purfuit of Junko, and did not quit it 
till he arrived at Narnoul. Here he received intelligence that 
Holkar, who was the Mharatta chief M the Jeypore country, 
had marched to Soorauje Mul, chief of the Jauts, whom he 
endeavoured to prevail upon to join him ; but he alleged in his 
excufe for not complying, that he could not fpare troops from 
his garrifons, which he muft defend againfh the Durannies. Holkar 
upon this moved with his own troops to Secundra, “ twenty cols 
to the eaftward of Dhely, where the Rohilla chiefs had colleded 
ftores of grain, and a fupply of money for the Shaw’s army, 
hoping to diftrefs him by feizing them; but the Rohillas had 
taken the precaution to move the grain acrofe the Ganges. 
The detached Shaw Puffund .Khan 

witii' a’ hddy hdrfe agalnft Holkar. In the Ipace of twenty 
four hours he marched with fifteen thoufand horfe from Nar- 
noul to Dhely, the diftance of ’’ feventy cofs, and only remain- 
ing a day at that city for refrelhment, crofled the Jumna the 
night following, and about dawn arrived at Secundra, where 
Holkar was encamped. The Mharatta chief was completely fur- 
prized, and had fcarce time to make his efcape quite naked, with 
about thrcs hundred followers. The reft of his troop® were 
either killed cr " tefccn ' prifoners, and a great plunder foil info the 
hands of the vidlors. Ahmed Shaw moved from Nambul to 
Dhely; and at the approach of the rains crofled the Jumna to 
canton at Secundra, for the convenience of being fo|^Iied with 
provifions, as the country round Dhely, on the weftem Ifoik 


Forty ntilics. 

One hundred and forty miles, 
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of the Jumna, had been laid wafte and defolate hy his otva 
and the enemy’s depredations. 



andience hall, -and other apartments ; were damaged, and the 
unfortunate confined princes dnd princefles thrown into terror 
and confufion. For fome days cannonading continued; at the 
end of which, YacCob Ali Khan, the Duranny governor, find- 
ing provifions - that no affiftance could 

reach him rfi;o*ni,‘Atoed/Sha'Vy;i./-on\ account the fulnefs of the. 
Jumna,, prdpofed ife^furrender the palace, on cpndiiltbn §f being 
allowed to march out unmolefted, .with his followers and ef- 
fe(fts. His offer was complied with; and, evacuating the fort, 
he eroded the Jumna in boats with his garrifon, and proceeded 
to the camp of Ahmed Shaw. The Bhaow gave the ' com* 
mand of the garrifon to Naroo Sunker, a bramin of diftinftion. 
The Bhaow, though he had the prefumption to afpire at the 
empire of Hindooftan, was low and niean in his adions. He 
broke down. 'the ceiling -of the gfand-;-halIn of' which 
was of filver, and melted Jt, fo^,,£pi^^:''"The gicddiiahS "plate- 

lamps, and ' candieftiehSi,. 
he alfo feizedj and was guilty of every plunder expreffive of a 
little mind. He had the imprudence to remain at Dhely, though 
the utmoft fcarcity of provifions prevailed, owing to the country 
adjacent having been the feene of war for four ye^s fuccef- 
fively. Towards the conclufion of the rains, he marched out 
to plupder Ihe ; little cultifatipn whiGh had taken place. On 
the placed • Shaw ” Jewan- Bukht» , .fon 
of . and afpoi^ ^ 

ed Shujah ad Efowkh Ids vizfor, >.tQ whom- firmauhs vv^ lent, 
Voi,. II. ■ H h - ^ ‘ in 


• * A .cckhrated Mahummedan faint. . 

. ^ The faine prince, who, in the year 1784, made his ielcape froni t)}i( 
and on the proteeSlipn of- Mr* Haftings 5 wh(3, by his isflaSi 

with thfe-'vhte, obtained for..„^i-Jih'-^atr'''alk]iwafK:e forty thoufand- 
annnoim On "Ms death a libera! (hare of this p«nfion ,wai^. continued to, 
women and family, ‘who yet refide at Banaras, tin^ the Engiih protection 
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in hopes that this meafure would breed diffeatioii between him 
and Ahmed Shaw Abdailee, Having left Naroo Sunker ia 
jDheiy to command . the garrifon, . he at length marched with 
his army to Gunjeporah, where Abd al Summud Khan, Nuja^ 
but Khan, and Koottub Khan, with the zemindars of the count 
try, were Rationed to procure grain for the Duranny camp, 
kid fiege to the fort, which fell in a few days, and the chiefs 
were ail flain in the ftorm. ' 


The Duranny Shaw, immediately upon receiving intelligence 
of this, e^eut^^thc^h-. the.., ^ yet fafely for-^ 
dablejf4^!^. orders his. army, acrofs. 

Dhely, tf^ugli'-'ihot-.l^thout the lofs 
of .rittny men, who were drowned in the attempti which, howr 
ever, fo aftoniihed the Bhaow, who had : tnarched(;!;to plunder, 
the town of Sirhind, that he gave up the deffga* ^.^^€ef;prne4 
with precipitation, to Panniput, He had with him* '<^^ 
dred and fc^ty thoufand horfe, commanded by the moft cele-, 
br)ated;-a|i4i!l^«ka''‘!Mharatta..*chiefei%|^iides 'his corps of^fepoyst, 
jimlliay.j jfo«ce,. himfelf 

■ yi^^^Ahc^llee,-' he ^eatref^lrf' himfelf on ^a,^ plain 


iiea®-{TOW^»iM''”.A4iBia^;S|ia:i^feat.;OUt^partife^ to prevent graui^ 
fronifpaffip^4.to ; his camp. '' ' Dady\ Ikix^ took place be*^ 
tween bodies from both armies. At length, Ahmed Shaw find-*, 
ing that nothing would force the Mharattas jfrom their camp, 
i;efolved updn ; jan afiauk. |ehaun Khan# Ppflund Khan, and 
Ijfiijeeb .ad, Dowlah*fformed,,,the,^vap#,|at^i,W|e!re.,,felIowi^..,fey-the- 
Indian chiefsii^The... ?»l^»^as'’ on ,-lheir: .approach dreW 
out- .a^ttle ' di%nce,’'ii;'|bOnt‘ The'adlion W* 
gah.'wrl^^^ .'fijiyfat,. tWOke o’clocl,'''4ha '■'continued doubt-': 
iui TOth gi9at‘ flaughteitill near twilight, when the Rohiik. 
rfi*'...'-;.- . ' infantry 




infentiy of Nujeeb ad Dowlah„ ibrced their way into the ene- 
my’s works, and Bulwunt Raow, a near relation to the Bhaow, 
was killed, with a great number, of men ; but night coming 
on, Ahmed Shaw ordered a retreat; and the llruggle ceafed# 
Famine and fickaelsferagi^aitt; iSie^Mharatta camp, and num- 
bers .died ;-ey«^?da|;;.?!btit.t?th'^ out, m hopes of being 

Ihortly fupplied .y^ifh' jproyifians by Govind, Funditi ; tije chief of 
Etawa and Korah, who had been colleding grain money, 
which he had brought as far as Shawdirruk near Dhely, with 
an efcbrt of ten thoufand horfe, intending to march up on the; 
fide of the Jumna oppofite the Shaw’s camp, and by degrees 
join his friends. Ahmed Shaw had intelligence of his motions, 
and fent Atta Beg Duranny, with five thouland horfe, to inter- 
cept him. This phifif crpffed the Jumna; and in two days by 
forced., marches reached Sbawdimik;iwfeoi;he|'lii§^|^li(^_,.and.put' 
to, death, the^ deputy -.pf ^Nar^<i^,Sunker,. 

^ ihm ' hafoda^ 

to Jellallabad, where ' Govind Pundit had arrived with his con- 
voy the lame day. He was completely furprized, and his fol- 
lowers moftly Bed. Thofe who refilled were cut to pieces, 
with himfelf and all his chief officers. The rich convoy, with 
the head of Govind Pundit, was conduced to Ahmed Shaw^ 
who by this, ftroke. completed die blockade of the Mharatta 
camp, j^Qn44|^^..,,^T|ip.;enespy’s.,lktipa; was now rendered in*‘ 
tple^lp/I.by every 

femine and ficknefs. The chiefo held a confultation, and a^pd^ 
that as by remaining in entrenchments they muft perifli* with 
difeafe and hunger, it was better to hazard a be^fei^iiSid, if 
defeated, fly to Dekkan. They marched put oFsf^^ir camp, - 
aad,,^v^ced, with their artillery in front, towards the -^rm^ 
of ,-.who was ■ pppated for , their *,reccption, ^jjand - per-i 



among themfelves, lltey new could have recovered. But the 
nobles of Hindooftan hisd no fooner rid themfelves of this 
"genef^ enemy, than their animohties revived againft each other. 
The wi||K^y Shaw after his vid:ory marched to Dhely, where 

months* .Before his departure, ,he a^know- 
■"'‘^esnperor of ; Jfeidooftt^ '' mid -com- 
’ ■ ' ’• manded- 


the Bhkm* 

M apd began tp levy troops, and raife difturb*^ 

Bnces ' WW^h he 1i?as feij^ed, ^ and confined in the Englifh 

Cbun^, /from" whence 'Pltmfed by Mr# Haftings'in 178a* 






SHAW 







Shaw Ab- 

daHee, be^ »& pojfeffion of Dhely, was fhortly after attacked 
by Soorauje raja of the Jauts* who had already extended 

his authority o» : ^ capital of Agra and its depea^fesi but 

aih^'"''S^|a)iaaiu obtained '■ j^g' was 

howevef.-'ililliife^er ■ attaok^.fby^ Towalif fon anA r.,/'- 






' SH AW.-':AU'LUM, «r«-E'-SECiOND. , ;• 

cefljbr of Soorauje Mul, when Dhely fufferfed the hardfhip of a | 

fiege for forty two days j - at the expiration of which, Nujeeb td i 

Dowlah obtained a peace by making fome conceffions. to the young | 

raja. From this tiaap . he, goverfied Dhely, and thfe-Cew diftridts 
yet in poiTeiSpn of -the .i4yal family>^;with moderation and juftice, 
tai his, d^thf,, when he was feezed in his^|^rmnions by his : 

fon Zabteh' ’'i^San, who-coBlinued'te;^fO£e(a',thefTO^i family; the ' 

emperor Shaw Aulum refiding at Aleabad, with the,Ehgli£h. 

Shaw Aulum at length - growing weary of ^ his retirement 
/Ueabad, and finding, after repeated applications, that he could A. D»i 
not obtain the aflillance of the Englilh to put him in poflefiion 
of Dhely, over which he had only a nominal authority, or to 
extend his re^l power beyond the limits p£ the two finall pro- ' i 

yinces ._of, Aleabad; and^JKh6ah#\i'eJ^^ protedion, : 

and call-in the Mharattas to’ cfoorf IhSi-'f'tOf of .the 


■ ad Dowlah,, his ISivodltte, 
who hoped, to acquire the Ible adminiftration of the royal afiairs, 
fhould the emperor . leave Aleabad, where his power was con- 
trouled by Moneer ad Dowlah, an old minifter, who enjoyed the 
confidence and fupport of the Englifh, and with juftice, as a re- 
Ipedtable charadter, the favourite being a weak man, and known 
chiefly ^ the pander of the loofer pleafures of his royal mafter. 

A ^ s^pparently againft the 

the 'emperor' to march, gave "him a fum 
a proof of his friendfliip; for he regarded the preJeft^f^ Shaw 
Aulum with the Englilh, as a bar to the fuccefs whkh 

he required their afliflance. Moneer ad Dowfe^jflTOO was we3l 
f^qj^nted with .the charadter of the Mharatl»si and fcarefa^-^t. 

would in end fall a prey ItO'. their,, 
deavPttfed^'.but in Vaihi to perfuade 'him 'againft^-j^EysaE-.-i^'.^the 


i 





t“'. V.! .. — 
•«r ■ 


i^p 


~ ■ . AtmtNC'f-BBE’s SUCCESBORai . ^ 

^^o!Ilfo!rtabb,■afyfoIa^oC.Aloba4 and the foiid nevenne ,he'^s|6yw 
ed jS*oip ihe*&igU{ii prote<ai<Mi, for the acquifition of. a defoj^ed;, 
Capital, i.The prefidency of Calcutta alfb remojnflxatedj but Sha# 
ikuiujOa^was determined. JHe marched from Aleabad,rlad was, 
accompanied m fer as the frontiers of Korah by the ykfet ; ajpd, 
Sir Robert Barker, commander in chief of the Englifh forp^. • 
The latter, at taking leave, renewed his advice that his ‘Majefly : 
would remain with his nation j but ShaW Aulum was .impatient 
to fee himfelf enthroned in the palace of his anceftors.-, He moved 
onwards to Ferokhabad, the navob of which, Ahined Khafi Bupn,, 
guih, being lately 'dead, his eftates 
ufage .^pire, 

as, w QOttpdfifioni for the royal demand, ’ w^-eonfirmek. ih;,the 
feffions of his-ftthec. ;Shaw Aulum ..now., ■hiaa,,%^fpeaa||e. trea- 
fttiy, having made confiderabte' 6:vings from ' 'the ' 
by the Engliflj, , and , alfo obtained an advance of twenty' 
of fripees fb| drafts on the Bengal tribute for the, enfuing year, 
frpin ,«|ie -yialer., a,pd Moncer ad|^']ppwJ^.%;Hisi'atiny thopph finalh 
appointed "i and',..he.^^^'!'i.t'wO' batta|joos')AJSs*0^>' - i«!i5hich 


our con- 

Cnyftkis'eloqitertce, 
that the hono^^|i»r country 
At home, yon Jaave . feen , faife 





are ’ He had, ^ faid, Iseen deficient iii relpeOf 

to the royal ^uthqrity while Shaw Aulum refided at Alea- 
had } and it was alfo whifpered, that during his command in 
the palace of Dhely, he had ahufed his truft, by corrupting 
the ' fedies of the haram, particularly the prineefs Khieroonifia, 
t|te em|w^*s ccaidud^. certainly deferring 'thtt- royahdif- 

chafes; 

to aflifl: him, not only fiSsitr- titd” Ifepe of plunder, 
tifying their revenge for the lofles they had from 

Nujeeb ad Dowlah j to whofe .courage the Sl3iaw 

itomed Abdallee at Panniput had been gre^^iswihg. f; 


Aplum' .uJ^lie^ ■■again - in January 
dap after' 'his.'arjriVsd-'at^^-lj^^# 

- ii ' ' 





the ^ l^phai iof " Hafiz Rhamut’s 
iti^, pfonSfihg, t|ie co^clufilon^ to reduce all Rohilcund 
^ royal authority, and, even to. attack Shujah ad; Powlah 



SHAW AtILUM THE SECOND. : 

and the Englifli ; but Shaw Aulum' abfolutely declined moleft- 
ing the vizier or his allies, and iniSfted on returning to Dhely; 
to which, much againft their wills, they at length confented. 

This catop^ efldei veix^Httio to the fatisfkftion of the 
emperor, A : ffeA' Mhatat^^ but’ Me refped, and 

allowed iM'- fcittce any lhare of the pluhder' ^- territory ac* 
quired by the war. They alfo reftored to Zabtah’ Khan his 
women and children, for a ranfom of a lack and half of ru- 
pees, which was generouily advanced him by Shujah ad Dowlah. 

'• Shaw Aulum, upoii his return to Dhely, rewarded the fer- 
Vices of his general Nujeef Khan, by the gift of fome diftrids 
which had heeh' Abandoned by' Zab^ Khan^; and ellablifhed 
pthet‘''C&ie& in ' Sarun^^fe ^and 

campaign, which had ^ been .left ,tQ,,the;;^rt^''''#pC«'H^^ 


^ii®^^Te^ttbe""the Jauts’to pay them- .the" 
tribute. ‘ - 


At the conclufion of the rains, the affairs of the emperor 
^ffurned a gloomy afpedt. His treacherous allies, the Mharattas^ 
whiofe only objedt was prefent gain, having drained Shaw 
AUlum's fcreafory* agreedi for a fum of money, to reftore tsa 

M been anip%^yi^' 
jauts fcatie''*)&ili^ 

which had been religiied' to the emperor on his firlS^l^al it 
Dhely. They infolently iffued their orders to the ofScers 

to evacuate their flations, and they were obligedi^^^bmit ; tp 
fojperior forces lb that in a few weeks l^^^^l^appy 81 ^^ 
&diU-/found himfelf yvithout ^any' territory' ‘but . fop: 

Dhely, 'all .'“l^fides being ibid badk . 
ids 'had held them prevfou^'I'^-l||^%|||^|i|ii?# 

I i 2 . • ; . Mharattas 



.!» .. : ■' 






, SUCCISSpR^’, , : . 

M|ii*mtt^s,r ^iiie; -nahappy monarch 'aow experienced,. pjdy 
tefe «lf but perform! indigEuiy from his own #^ 0 ^ . 

w 4 b^ eS:peUed from the diftri^ on which they hsid 
mehts for their pay, crowded to Dhely, and began to; be cla- 
morous fcr their arrears. The emperor had expend^, hi^ wady 
money on the Mharattas, the caufers of his diftrefi. The 
ininifter, Hufham ad Dowlah, ifift^d of attempting meafures 
to alleviate the fuifrrings of hit, mafrAr, endeavoured to turn 
them to his own advantage, by , making .#»em the inlbrnment 
of ruining Nujeef .Khan, bf-whofe favour at 'feoujrt -he 

-was beco!Ji%‘|;;|eal^s*' ;':.The -to]^,.. iw^/;J® 0 »lWy.. (landed. 


"for the decifioa 
Sii5'''-lat^”';itin3e iinclined to hope, froip 
iluiham ad Dowlah, that the match of the 
with cfeifive deigns |o. ;tbci .roypl.phWBf*. 
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^fed to opjjofo them.’ Of tfee royal troops there only renWiliiM. 
the two legukr battalions of fepoys difcipliued by the Engli&i 
and two others armed with mufquets. Najeef Khan had a body 
of five thoufitnd a finall, party o£ French, who had 

lately force, -but '.ill 

m^3#tbd';ti(t>nt'!0f''ihe^ city, -.and took 
pofl? miles’ diftark fixMB'' h, 'fiver ^JwIlna 

Oavi-ili® fei:, and oft .his right the old citadel. 'FKs rigai! ^was de-- 
■ikided by the artillery the city walls, -The mads 

a general attack, almofi: as foon as he had framedi hfelfc,. :i^ 
were repulfed with Ibfs; but NujeefKhan imprudently puffhfeg 
the enemy, was drawn from his advantageous pofition, when they 
rallied, and forrouivded him with fo fiif^rior a Ixdy of cavalry, 
as- turned ''thetrlc^fHeBe of -'^efcaped with 

great, difficulty,, after • 
near relation, to 


Iheiti^ uftdflr fibe walls of the old citadel. The twb battalkm* 
fuftalned repeated charges till night, when the enemy retired $ 
and Nu^f Khati, grown indiferent to life, was with force, by 
feis friends carried into Dhely. He had; attempted fcveral 
to rufll finglj on the enemy and court his death. It was fald, 
diafthisl ^feat.was.cmng.^to the/treachery ,(£ Hufham ad 


that the minifter was not 


The emperor was now obliged to throw himfi^ 
4>f his enemies. After fome days fpent in negototi 
ii^|i|st< 5 ^campe(i nearer tl^ ,(citj, _ and their, cjwefa 
S^^^;.With-^M>tah ^b|r.a jafge lx 

made. v^!t|:^p]bant ,^,eptry iijto - , thi-^f^ce,, -to,; yffi 

fir , ' . ^ ^ t I , , , / 


mei^ 







. AUR,UNG2EBE*S‘SUCeESSORS* 

They ad?ance<i upon their elephants to * the gate of thh public 
hall of audience, a privilege aEowed only . to the itnpeml 
mEy. Their followers filled the various courts of .the palgce. 
They even attempted to penetrate the female apartments, and 
were prevented only by the intricate windings of the paffages j&om 
molefting the women, and adding the worft difgrace to fallen' 
royalty. At the gate of the hall of audience the chiefs con- 
defeended to alight, and to make thfe cdftomaiy obeifances j but 
the unfortunate emperor was obliged, at the fame tithfe, to de- 
feend from Ijis throne, and fit on a finalltditrpet to rec^lfe them. 
BilSajee ^ 'feme . iptjcf ^ah’'V.|iclp^ .him 

CaepjJ ■ .to. , ' hate'"' received 

dP'Ihe ''MfortiW'paffed in tfciepibft 
hi^iiating condefeenfions of the emperor, "and the ^reateft in- 
folence on the part of .the Mharattas. . /• . 

After this vifit, Hu£ham ad Dowlah having laid 
refiftance oh Nujeef Khan, and divided a lack of rupees between 
^e two Mharatta chiefs, they, for this trifling fum, agreed to ex* 
■pdl’iis rival from Dhely^ A- meflage in the. royal ;)^e.was, fent 
' ’Hujeef Khan, .cotiis^n^ng him to .pay 

|eel^hail-Sfe^'^rtd^!^t"H^iad''^^ded the fum demanded, 
. .%hoht rupees, oh his moopsi but his plea was 

i||^'l'adM^lfe'”''ahd' he 'was threatened with force. By pledging 
Si "■ few4s',...,pkte, and the contributions of friends, he made 
''mife" ;■ fe • kncaiey . ■ .which he paid j ^but ;^,.^fBgor,did not 


Ten thoofiiid pounds. 
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: ,'l^ujeef Khan was now reduced to the laft extremity. «;He 
few that nothing but his deftrudioa would fatisfy the minifter, 
and was without money, for his daily fupport ; but courage, in 
fuch diftrefs, did not forfeke him or his friends. They colleded 
their wortji^ i^ .qhd^en rwM quarter furrounding his palace, 

refolyiQ^,';,.^..f|^ce^,^ .then:- hpnour,' ,1^. ..putting them to 

death, and then feek their own by rufliing pn thq, enemy. Bair- 
ricadoes were formed at the different avenues, defended by artil- 
lery. The quarter was Turrounded by the minifter’s troops who, 
however, were too cowardly to make an attack.; Huftxam, ad 
Dowlah had then recourfe to the Mharattas } but they refui^ 
fending, troops into the city, left it fhould occafion a general 
malfacre and pillage. Upon this refufel, the minifter obtained 
from the.emper#rf.L4wWw^^ ine^r^ble in jrwjtpg it,) a letter, 
written, in his own han^,.',:i3«gging 
gallant ^behaviour 'of ^Kl^n haying 

protedba, wpuldi'(^^ 'fais camp.'' '"'i^ujeof 

Khan accepted his offer } but firft refblved to obtain, if poffible, 
the emperor’s difmiflion from his own mouth. His progrefs to 
the palace was conduded with a folemnityj . which evidently proved 
the love .and reverence his followers bore him. He was mounted 
on - ihorfebacfc, ;«d proceeded flowly through the ftreets, guarded 
by oo 

to the Perfian oufiom -at -the great mourning on the 

of the maffacre of their Imaums, ' ” Ya Houffein, 

with doleful cries. On his arrival at the gate of j fe^y lace. h^ 

fent a requeft for an interview with the empercf j^^ut it was 

nor indeed would it have been prudent or fafe to gt;a^:|^ 
ia,v;^e prefent difpofition :of the injured chief and his fo|io#ef^. 
From themalace he ml«fhed in the imne Toleniii the 

_ li^aratta 



sifli 


ili^® 


iiiiiii 


Mharatta camp, wtere he was po^tely received by Holkar* wh0^ 
oa heaiifi^ that he had -not eaten for fome time for want of ne-* 
ccflitricSj, fopplied him with a fom- of money. After fome con- 
verfation, Nujeef Khan returned to the city j from whence, after 
three days, he departed, with his family and followers, ai«i was 
received into the fervice of Holkar, at a falary of * fix thoufand 
rupees a day for himfelf and bis corps. 

■■■■ '■ ■■■■ ^ \ : ■■■■■■■■ ■■ ■ ; 

The Mharattas, now obliged the emperor to confer on Zabttd* 
Khan the rank of ameer al ainra, and to reftore him the grant 
of only a few 'maaths 

"and. ferdle tr^ lyin^^lwea&^'lhe'GaB^^- ^ Jum- 
na rivers; fo that Shaw Aulum was left of re- 

venue. He was aWb forced:, to- make prefentauj-'S by 
grant the provinces cf Aleabad and- Korah to his rapaditW'^ffite. j 
which, how««at, they (feurcd not at prelent attempt to occupy, 

sEB^i^3b^*^whp, royal governor* 


#r, th^. prefence 
before refolvcd 


Six hundred pounds fterling and upwards. 
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on a retreat to their own country, and that the necelllty of it 
haftened their treacherous condud to the emperor j being willing 
to obtain what they could, from the territories which they were 
obliged to quit. ' ' . 

, nefit. approach of the allied army, 

taken th^ opportunity of quitting the ferfice o| Jtfplkaf, the Mha- 
ratta chief, and joining Shujah ad Dowlah, received hirn with 
great kindnefs, appointed him his deputy in' the office of vizier, 
and fent him back to Dhely, with the moft earneft recommenda- 
tions to the emperor to employ him in the room of Huiham ad 
Powlah } and this advice was alfo feconded by Sir Robert Barker. 
The vizier now returned into his own dominions, where the Eng- 
Jiih army alfo paptqnpd,- , ; ' 


fionfd .his lltferings from Ae l^arattasr but had g.lfo . broken 
his promife of redeeming fome valuable jewels, which had been 
intruded to him to pledge during his neceflities. Nujeef Khan 
offered not only to redeem Ihe jewels, but to pay the arrears of 
rpyal troops, grown mutinous, if he would deliver the mini- 
jfer -feto his hp»ds,. 4ulum ' affented j and the fallen 

to the m%m 

however," was paid |o' the t|^_j:efl tepig 

Nujeef Khan.^ ' ! 

Hufham ad Dowlah had rifen ,to power fi^ 

tbni,not by merit or diftinguifhed abihheg, feufr-hy m^kmg 
yot.i :ii» ... K k ' ' ''^j'^.jtHous 

■ ‘ fy ' ' . , 

‘ • One hundred tboatod '|>p»h4si. ! 'v '^ 
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mous ufe of Ms mafter’s foibles, in procuring beautiful women 
for bis pleafures. He was without education, and unable to i:ead 
or write. His infolence in office was difgufting to all. During 
bis adminiftration he was feared and detefted } and his fall was re- 
joiced at by all ranks. He remained in clofe confinement nearly 
two years, when Nujeef Khan not only fet him at liberty, but 
allotted him a liberal penfion for his fupport in private life ; in 
which he has fince s^mained undiftinguiffied. 

Nujeef Khan was now appointed fecond bukhffii, and, at his 
recommendation^ AWulahud Khap,, . wbpm he left 

to manage a^h^^vhh. the; . '^«nfelf engaged 
againdfi the Jau 4 , over-yhoiri he was 'fuccefiful 
HI a general adlion. His army confified of three of the rc^al bat- 
talions, three thoufand Rohilla irregular infantt|4.,p4 ^hout eight 
thoufand horfe under various adventurers. It that 

he fhould retain half the conquered diftrids for the lupport of hk 
dignity and troops, and refign the other to the emperor. Shaw 
Aulum now obtained repofleffion of fome diftri(as in the vicinity of 
Dhdy, and his affairs began fo wear a tolerable 

fihujah, ad.IfowWh; 

he had a confiderable army, 

atid the arriM iff an Englifli brigade, to proceed on 

an expeisl^lp againft 'the Rohiilas, who had failed in their engage- 
,|iS(W8-t0 |»y him forty lacks of rupees for his protedion of their 
the^^.y^,^ .Here,, he was vifite d^j^^^^^^ .. Klmi, who 

viaier 

awi^^^lies, -advanced' jp&it being fettled. 
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Shujah ad Dowlah had dlfpatched his minifter Eeruch Khan 
to the capital, in the beginning of February, to negotiate with the 
emperor. The minifter arrived at court with a confiderable force 
and a large fum of money. With the firft he browbeat the royal 
officersi and with th§ oth^ bribed largely. He propofed to the 
emperor to tafce +tlie field and join in the attack of the Rohillas j 
on which condition, the vizier promifed to pay down immediately 
* two lacks of rupees for the expenfe of preparation, ’’ ten thouland 
rupees every marching day, and * five thoufand each halting day. 
He agreed alfo to refign half the conquered country to the royal 
difpofal, when he fhould have paid his engagements with the 
Englilh for their affiiftance. 

♦ 

The empmr at firfi: gave his a&rt; but his inclinations were 
againft aggrandizing "his vi2aer""at'*afe;'''%!^pi^f'^ 
whom, it -is feidf, he infonned ,of- &e defigns''^agaa^^ 'thteii, , He 
was_^, a ^md 

at Shawdirruk, on the eaftenh 'lank, 
pretending to join Shujah ad Dowlah, who was now advanced to 
Cofly Gunge, within an hundred miles of Dhely. Upon his en- 
tering the camp, he received the two lacks of rupees ftipulated, 
and alfo ^ feventy five tHoufand during his fliort Hay in the field $ 
but fuddenly feigning fevere- illnefs, he returned to the palace, and 
his further march was laid afide. Eeruch Khan, ho^vever, by his 

prom^^ ■ though-, he could not draw the ,em- 
"peror‘t^‘'-y3in'iifi''‘TOfe^Baigl|:]lttgilj( o’^^iij^'-grants for the_vizt<!r'^^wf '^1 
the Rohilla country, Kinnoje, add Etawa ; alfo of fihe |^OtitiC& 
of Korah and .AJeabad, of which he had already received poflel— 

K k 2 

» Twenty th^iufand pounds, 
b One thoufand pounds. 

* hundred pounds. 

. thoufand five hundred pounds. 
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fiott from the EngliHi j who, as they had in faft pi!t)cured them 
for Sha# Adlnrtt, thought themfelves entitled to ditpofe of them 
again, when he had refigned his claim to the Mharattas. The 
emperot alfo, by aii inftrument in his own hand writing, confti- 
tuted Shujah ad t)owlah foie arbiter and direftor of all the royal 
interefts and concerns without exception, even to the remiiSion of 
the tribute of Bengal. For thefe conceffions, important as they 
were, Shaw Aulum received only about * three lacks and a half 
of rupees, and a promife from the vizier upon oath, of half the 
territory ot the Rohillas, or an equivalent in the Doaub, more 
adjacent to the^ performed,' 

thouErh 


Eefuch Khan alfo prevailed on the emperor to ^e Zabtah 
Khan the farm of the revenues of Mheerut, theii M -jp^effion of 
Ihe Mharattas, who were now expelled from it ahd 'all'tte'^eftern 
provinies, except a fmall territory in Ajmere. The vizier obtained 
this^favom in to fccure Zabtah Khan in his intereft, againft 


- emperor half the conquefts 

from the^auts, and had refiifed to admit a royal officer into the 
command of .^ffie citadel of Agra, which he had promifed to do 
..when joined emperor’s battalions j i^^iiaw Aulum 

to 

of loyalty. '' the 
were 'ho 'mniP'''.aioi^' to ad under 

his ordefs.*^^_; 

Sts', . Towards 

i'-'* Thirty five thoufand pounds. 

‘ Country betweep the rjvers Ganges and Jumna. 



refoge to the leayiBg their c^omatry an eafy prey to the vizier | 

who took of . all Rohilcund, except the diftrife of 

Rampore, which were granted in jaghire to Fyzoollah Khan, 
at the mediation of the Englifh, upon his fuhmiffion to the 
vizier. Zabtah Khan allb joined Shuj ah ad Dowlahj but being 
greatly in arrear to the royal treafury for the revenue of his 
country, Shaw Aulum, in his abfence,* detached a force, who 
expilied his colledtors from Mheerut and other diftrife with- 
out oppofition. 

Hie emperor’s affairs, Acwgh fee from; hy 

the addition of t»ritory taken from Zabtah 

liad^ he.' jAed Shujah ad'Dowh^ it & 
proh^^v|^''''#?ohld’' ctoihed fome further acquifitionj buf 
he was diverted from it by the adting minifter Abdulahud Khan, 
who feared his own influence would be loft.' in the fuperior 
confequence of the vizier: nor was this the firft time that 
Shaw Aulum fuffered by facrificing to the felf-intereft of a 
favourite. 


bifejeef a&sr performing what was required of him 

fe/tlief R6haia"'''*fe,-fei^i^ reinforced by 

troops lent him by Shujah ad JP^lah, who heartiljf 
his advancement, and, it is laid, recommended him to remove 
Abdulahud Khan frotn the emperor. The minifter, frifpedting the 
defign againft him, was on his guard, and Ivould not moye 
from the citadel; till at length Nujeef Khan finding Sbar 
Aulum much averfe to the removal of the favourite, apil h^ 
march from Dhely on his own aftairs becoming mgent, he 

■ ,v aflented 
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aflented to his remaining in office, and a feeming reconcilk- 
tion took place. 

Not long after this, Shaw Aulum received an offer from 
Caufim Alee Khan, the fugitive navob of Bengal, who had 
come from Jeypore to the neighbourhood of Dhely, of feven 
lacks of rupees for the office held by Abdulahud Khanj but 
that minifter, having intelligence of his fchemes, procured an 
order to force him from the royal domains. It is fufpefted, 
that the emperor would have accepted the propofal, could he 
have done it wi^iout .Iteiger j but it that ^.ilrongly 
denied' taifing'clifeajed-' fomft of 

Ms :'%lraiiilJ'?''#iio'’‘werc ’immeSiarolj^ di&ified, at' the r^peft cf 
^bdulahud Khan, Caufim 'Alee died fiiortly after, at an obfcure 
village near Dhely, unpitied even by his own family, for not even 
misfortune could ibften the cruelty of his mind'i been 

accompanied in his flight by feveral faithful dependant 5 but 
they were almoft all in the end obliged to abandon him, his 
caufelefs jealoufy of their fincerity &pofing them to conftant 
perfonal danger. Upon hisr elicape from Shujahj ad .Dowlah at 
the battle of Buxar, he firft retired into flbe R^ohffia goto 

dering hiM - difegreegble to ti^'^fief didder whofe protection he 
refid^' ho,,;^^ leave it, and took fhelter with the 

rana of '^OTded, After fome years refidence in his countiy, he 
proceeded to * Jodepore, and from thence came to try his for- 
tBij#' ‘in ’the'-t^ke of the emperor, in which h%.;pn^_^,witb the dif- 
;^^fc>intmeht ir€ia|^*--.CauiTO^^c^’ J^an ce^^^/'fi’&ffed abilities. 

have ,ton;a‘. prince within 
' finantM jf he was unfit, 

meanl]^*%fpi^QUs» and pufflanimous. In 'his prof- 
perity, the fri^ds who had given it him j and in his 

;^verfe fortune, he illufed thofe who ffiared it with him. The 

. " Engliffi,' 

* Capital of tlie Marwar Rajafhip. 




Meer Jaffier,) jAofe him. for his; fopceiforj and from that in- 
ftant he IjMScataE^: their enemy, and impatient . to cut oif the 
hands which had exalted him. His'jealoufy of die Englifo was 
not that. /)f a great mind, which cannot bear an equal, but of 
a low cunning, feeling itfelf incapable of returning confidence 
for confidence, and therefore defirous of burying obligaH^ in 
the deftrudtion of his patrons. Had this not been the cafe, he 
would have relied on the promifes of Mr. Vanfittart, whofe 
nobility of fentiment and liberflity of heart were fully known 
to him, for the arrangement of ^pnnedtion between him and 
the h^nglifo,; but the;,wickedne%;Of’-4*i|^^Qfm.,|3®^^.^ him 
fuipeft othelti and^fae fell d^fervedly from hi$ 

the bloody agent of Caufimj|Alee*s. 
cruelly at Pataa, having ftft the fervice of the , Jauts, came to 
Dhely, and was entertained by the minifteri but at the ex- 
piration of four months, Abdulahud Khan, fearful of exciting 
the refentment of the EngliJfh, difcharged him, and he was im- 
mediately retained by Nujeef Khan, though he had remon- 
firated to the emperor on the impropriety of his accepting his 
fcrvic^. .. 

It may not be improper in -dife place to mention 
particulars of Sumroo. His real name was Walter Reipeharci, 
and he was of obfcure parentage in the Eled:orate,’*<;f Treves. 
He entered early as a common foldier into the JefSdce of the, 
French, taking for his Nom de Guerre, Summer, which his co^j 
rades, fi'om his fatumine complexion, turned into Sombre, ^ 
the Indte, by corruption, Summ* At length he to 

, ' Btengal, 
•For Caufim Alee’s biftory, vide TranfafiUons of Bengal, in this volume. 



AURUNGZEBE's SUCCESSORS, 


Bengal, and enlifted intp one of the Swifs companies then em- 
ployed at Calcutta; but at the end of eighteen days deferted 
to the French at Chandernagore, where he became a fegeant. 
Deferring this poll, he fled into the upper provinces, and was 
for fome time a private trooper in the cavalry ^pf SufFder Jung, 
father to Shujah ad Dowlah. This fervice he quitted, and led 
a vagabond life in different provinces; but in 1760 was with 
the rebel fojedaur of Purnea. .Upon his being expelled from 
Bengal, Sumroo left him, and entered into the fervice of Gregory, 
an Armenian, then in high favour with Caufim Alee, and dif- 
tinguifhed by the , title of Goorgeen Khan. From him he had 
the command of a battalion ^fcpc^^ tod afterwards obtairi- 
cd from the navob the additk>iPx)f another. In this ilation he 
malftcred the Englifh captives at Patna. Some time previous 
to the battle of Buxar, he treacheroufly defeited Caufim Alee 
with his corps, and embraced die fervice of Shujah ad Dowlah, 
who had gained him over by bribes. Upon his defeat at Buxar, 
he v^s i^i^fted whh Ae protedlion of the Begums, and re- 
mained 'tfrzier dl. he:, .had afce peace with the Englifh; 

'ttoa, he'cedred to Agra, 

' Englifh general. 

I^e AfH » quitted them once more, and 

came td* Dhely ; from whence, as related, he followed the for- 
tunes of Nujeef Khan, in whofe fervice he died. Such are the 
qudines qf the fortune of this man, who hadji^ane merit as a 
^llldier, but wholly qbfejired by a treacherous and blood-thirfty 
"(i^pfition. His corps was continued after his death, in the 
hanfo: of his fon' and* a‘ favourite concubine, -Who received for 
Aeir thilfstmance • foe' fum of ‘ fixty fivp thpufamd rupees per 

mondu '' - ' ■ ' . ' 

’ . " • " ■ ' ‘ Towards, 

thoufand five hundred pounds. 
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Towards the latter end of the year 1774, Zabtah Khan, at 
the recommendation of Shujah ad Dowlah, who had deprived 
him of his territories eaft of the Ganges, notwiihllanding , his 
profeffions of friendMp ’j^e , dffeat of the Rohilks, was, 

to make |bttie ij#eads for the dhappointmept,* .^Ued to Dhely, 
and .finrn- ’bf Mhecmt ,.ajid :■ .idiftri^is, on 

condi|iG«i of paying a revenue of nine lacks bf fo^es to the 
royal treafury. 

In the month of January 1 775, died the vizier Shujah ad 
Dowkh, in the midft of his vidtories and higheft profperity. 
He had planned the extenfion of his dominions over all the 
territory ufurped |>y the • M the proyibces of Malwa, 

Agra^^, and . pon^elcttn4',j_abd,, longer, 

'^pire of the 'hdahummedans ih* Hia- 
dooftan. In the early part of his life he was vain, and ad- 
dided to pleafure, for which he too much negleded public 
bufinefsj but on the recovery of his dominions after the battle 
of Buxar, he fliewed that adverlity had been to him a fervice- 
able tutorefs, by bringing forth the ‘better qualities of Ms mind 
Mto.iadlictti»|;^^*^',^fprioce, he was wife, and dignified in cha- 

•generous, Jm a 
objed ‘ 

rally palliates the means of purlhit, however treach.e«»t^^fj^^^ m 
a country where arts, common to all, are unhapj^||f flfe^ffary 
for felf-defence, his policy was lefs marked w^j|^d0CKi than 
of moft princes who are efteemed in Hi^roftaa as de- 
^general applaufe. By-hk own fuhjedMvhe • was finpei^ 
•Mw|^..^d ,.even the. fons of Hafiz Rhamut, whofe cmw^-'^lie 
had 'iOTed,'‘“'wept -at "Ms death. Had. he^,been\|dabed.v.a&bng a 
VOL, II,* . '' ■ ‘L 1 .-fV,:; 
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virtuous people, he might have been a virtuous prince | and 
.among thofe he was obliged to govern and contend with, he 
was eminentlv fuperior in every good quality.* 


Shujah ad Dowlah was fucceeded in territory by his eldeft 
fon, Afoph ad Dowlah j and upon his prefenting a pelhcuili, 
or offering, and fending a general with five thoufand men and 
fome artillery to attend the emperor, was inveAed alfo with 
the office of vizier. 


:w Aulum; 


had refufed paying the revenues of the dpftridsi .OT he 

had the collection, an<^ t^en^ Up arfiis ^ difobe- 

dience. The arrival of the 'vizier’s' trodps him' 

from becoming mailer of Dhely and the fate of his fovereign. 

howc^, by, thp med^tipp of Luttafut, Afoph ad 






authority to aggrandize himfelf, he returned m diiguit to JJhely^ . . 
and Nujeef Khan repaired to Agra, of which province he was 
now mafter, and kept up only a nominal allegiance to his 
fovereign. . , - . 

' NO'-te^fkahfe ; erent ‘ occurred ‘ ih . 'the emperor’s , ■ concerns till A. D. 1 7' 
the cdticiQ&n of the rains this year ,- when 
being made by a Raajepoote chie:f then at war with Nujeef 
Khan, the minifter, ‘Mujd ad Dowlah, thinking them favour- 
able to his views of humbling the latter, perfuaded Shaw Aulum 
to take the field, under a pretence of a pilgrimage to '’Ajmere, 
to cover the real objedt of the expedition from Nujeef Khan. 

The emperor, aCi^rdingly, moved flow nmrehes to Narnoul, 
about -fifty cofl’^'''lrdm the clofe 


were feized, and the minifter now thought ferioufly of leading 
his mafter to Ajmere, and exacting a tribute from the raja of 
Jeypore in the route. Nujeef Khan was fummoned to attend 
the royal ftandard, though, probably, his prefence was not de- 
fired by Mujd ad Dowlah. In January .1779, the royal army 
ari'iV'fed' minor raja, lately acceded to the 

to - attfald 

chufing to truft the royal minifter, who had taken the 

Raajepoote chiefs, his enemies, into payj nor did to 

exafperate the emperor by _ difrefpea. In this dileihl^ he fought 
patronage of Nujeef Khan, who willingly ^?li''ife Mm, being 
■ : . ' ' \ 1 2 \ ‘ ‘ delil^s 

» receivei tliis 'dtl^ the 

fiate. ''' ” ' ■ . 

’’ At this city is the totab of a celebrated Mabummedishe^ fite. 






v'.'A. 
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defirous of depriving Mujd ad Dowlah of the credit and ad- 
vantage cf an in&ience in Jeypore, on which he had views 
of his ,own. The minifter was amufed, by promifes from the 
regent’ of coming to an interview, till Nujeef Khan joined the 
royal camp, when the raja declared his wifhes of haying him 
only for his mediator with the emperor. Mujd ad Dowlah 
dared not refufe, as Nujeef Khan was fuperior in force; and 
Shaw Aulum confented from the fame caufe. Eight lacks of 
rupees were fettled for the offering, of which two only were 
paid to the royd fa'eafury to Nujwf Khati obtained a much 

liicm'iby the” royal 

feeing refigned to him and his friends* for wbirib he gave 
tip a tradt near Dhely, lefr convenient and’^t'fefnefie® , to • his 
government. At his requeft, die ’ pilgrimage wa^-' 
the emperor returned to his capital after a tirefome campaign; 
which had :«>fi^ forved to bring frefh infults on his authority. 
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length in the month of June 1779, Mujd ad Dowlah with his 
royal pupil moved from Dhely, and advanced to Panniput, with 
fix battalions of fepoys ^med in the European manner, a con- 
fiderabk train ©f arfillefy^l : tho^ horfe, eight thoufand 

irregular ii^antryi 'Suid ifome bands of merceiMry Siks j lo that, 
in point <5^j;'ntt|pikrs, hife army -was., , with con- 
du6t on ! his part, equal to th© conquefts , the pot^ chiefs in 
his route, whom he might chufe to attack. , Oii his march he 
feized a zemindar, named Daiflbo Sing, from whom he exaded 
about two lacks of rupees, and then proceeded towards Puttiala, 
the refidence of Amer Sing, ninety cofs north-weft of Dhely, 
who had ufurped a confiderable territory. He was command- 
ed to join the .royal . army, and pay a compenfation for the 
revenue 'of the coaptrys and a nego- 

tktiaii ' *wa$-, feegun' ..to ' fOttle' i* was 

i redtidion' would have expofed'* ihem 
to invafion from the royal army. After &me days, Amer 
Sing, joined by many of his allies, threw off the malk, and 
the Siks in the fervice of the minifter deferted to him, not 
•chufing to fight agamft their brethren. Mujd ad Dowkh, in- 
ftcad of ading with refolution, would not try the event of pcr- 
,fiftanee:ip|.^; 4 ^«ii|aftds,, but ’began his retreat towards Panniput| 

Amer,, Sing and thc.fSiles, 

gage, but could make, no impreffibn on the main jef ^his 
armyj a proof that had he aded vigoroully, a difieiient fate 
would have attended his expedition 

* " * - ■ ' 

emperor, alarm^- ;at-- the retreat ■ of ''hk .minifter,, '^wid 
the. event of the army coming to Dhely ^ and- destoand- 
arrears of pay, wrote prefiS^ly 'to Nujeef Khan, im- 
‘ .'v-'. . ploring 















4b«feaW$* authority, that the wretched’ frequtea^y watited 
for conveniences, and the women of the harat^|^5^^jG(nDQ^r6us 
confined perfonages of the bloo3-royal, often the* ,cdi&Mdi|;,;n^ 
ceflaries or lire. 


]bfujeef Khan was now at t|ie uf his power and am- 

hitidn, pofiefiing; the jfole^ ,a\|thqEity at Dhel^, with,,,|h^ 

of, .that,;^.iKoytfice,fc S'xthe VOTi;,eM^%,C.qhe 'oif Agra. 



Nujeef KJian was born in Perfia, of a family faid to be 
related to the SufFewee fovereigns of that empire; and in his 
infancy was, with many of his relations, , a prifoner to the ufurper 
Nadir Shaw, who, kept . 'all ^ any way allied to 

the throne, ib'; fo/lfis own feeurity. At the re- 

queft of _y;^|^a'-lifeofun, the brother' of was 
fent bn an embally to Nadir by Mahuhimu^ SMW, ' after his 
irivafion of Hindooftan, Nujeef Khan and a fifter much older 
than himfelf were releafed. The lady married her deliverer, 
and Nujeef Khan accompanied her and her hufband to Dhely. 
He was treated with parental affedion by Meerza Mhofun, and 
at his death attached himfelf to Mahummud Koollee Khan, his 


fon, the governb^ pf Aleabad, whq jfas feized and 

pqt .to- death- 'Sf .hi, |iA, being 

jealous W his aiahilihas : viiws 'in the 




ATOCNGZEBE's SUCCESSORS. 

than his merits' with the Englifh, as he had kept up a corref- 
pondence with Shujah ad Dowkh, whom he would have joined* 
had he been fuccefsfixl in the battle of Korah. Frpm Aleabad 
he accompanied Shaw Aulum to Dhely, where the . various turns 
of his fortune have been already related in the preceding pages. 

Nujeef Khan poflefled great perfonal courage, and a forti- 
tude and prefence of mind not to be overcome by the greateft 
diftrefs, or the rood: fudden misfortune. His affability of mian- 
ners was fuch, ,_as .jp^^ ch^rm even .tg he patient in' his 

p^y* He 

the redudfcioh'- of ' fortti&te' tibe 

Jauts, (from which his ahny had hoped to" advan- 

tage of a liquidation of their lipng arrei 
troops* menaced with death, and expc 
whole day to the fun, in the hottefl: i 
moft fevepe punifhment. But . this, anc 
death,' >did 'not ^ntoy^-.; c^i 
tnorofe'^f 'the' mu 
ffom.' fbeir.'^tOQfQc 

0OiitBiWlw''w'Mi.ua^5':^ 

tmtiiaa' '■ i| ^M^ ' iff' 'hones of he 

no perl^^^&fip^i^ht 'away diflatisfiei 


eloquence, 

it length, 
and con- 
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tinuaJIy encreafed, and he did not Kve long enough after his 
conquefts to correct the abufe by a fettled form of government, 
and a redudlion of force adequate to his finances. It is pro- 
bable, had Nujeef Khan been placed at the head of an eftab- 
lilhed goveromiOit, he would have been an amiable and great 
prince j and iti the fitnatw he“ filled, his character draws ad- 
miratKMEi,* when his dil^vantages are libearaEy conMered. 

Upon the death of Nujeef Khan, the iUconftraded fabric of 
his government foon fell to pieces from the difientions of his 
adherents; .while Shaw Aulum, as ufual, fandlified from necef- 
fity the adtions of the fuccefsful party. Affrafiaub Khan, an 
adopted &n of the deceafed, was firft appointed ameer al amra, 
and, atihis reqaeft, Mujd ad. Dow|^ rdeaf^ from confinement; 
but his- power did tiot: lagft who, had 

great inluen^ ' the army, .being 

iwr-.lhe'inraat daughter cf her deceafed faro** 
ther in marrkge; alfo, to procure for him from the emperor 
die adminiftration of affairs, and the honours of Nujeef Khan. 


• Mcerza Shuffee, who was then on an expedition againfl: the 
Siies to the northward of the capital, readily embraced the Begum’s 
Invitation, and ,f«|)aiired to court; which Affrafiaub Khan dcferted 

_ad , Do’^lah and 7 Nujeef Ktcdiec 

unwilling to grant Meerza Shuffee the 3dnamiIfratioa.flf 
VoL. II. Mm . 'T' for 


^ Nujeef Khan, in palliating the delays of payment to his wiops, was often 
obliged to make excufes not confiftent with truth. An one day tsid 

hJi^fl^ had met fifty carriages coming tn the camp; and What were 

-jlld' Niy^f Khan, Eies for 'joour nfe in tiaa'cacapai^j, reuatpd ti^ 
ofiBcer, A’^gopr .ftipply, indeed, repliwi Nnjref Khan; th^ will fcsp* the 
difiKarfemeiat of a' •iingie day. 

^ Alfo an adopted fon of NujeCf Khan’s, 
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for he did not admit him to the prefence till he had feized 
the two' chiefs above-mentioned, when, unable to refufe his 
demands» 'he appointed him ameer al amra. 

Meerza Shuffee having thus forced himfelf into ofEce, treated 
Shaw Aulum with little refpedl ^ and the oppreffed monarch, 
weary of the indignities daily offered him, made an attempt to 
free himfelf from his controul,, and reftore Affrafiaub Khan. 
Monfieur Pawly, who commanded Sumroo’s battalions, and Lut- 
tafut, a eunuch, at the head of a confiderable body of fepoys, 
with intereft ' of Meerza 

where Shaw 

Ah&hi putting himfelf ‘at their head, marched towards^lihe re- 
fidence of Meerza Shuffee, intending to feiiie his perfon. The 
ameer al amra endeavoured to draw out his followers, , but they 
refufed to adt, and he with difficulty made his eicape froiii the 
City. Shaw Aulum, fatisfied with his expulfion, declined purfu- 
ing the fugitive; though his eldeft fon, the prince Jehaundar 
Shaw, reprefented juffly, that unlefs his perfon and that of the 
Begum were fecured,, and their wealth feized, the royal inten- 
tidns would - he ’ left uncompleted, ■■ , 

foined by his troops when ‘from the panic which the 

fi^dennels of this attempt had infpired. To account for the 
inadtion of the emperor at this crifis, is impoffible. It can only 
be fuppA|^ that he dreaded treachery from the chiefs who 
iW, ^to. expel the minilkr., 


was: 




Monfieur Pawly and Luttafut, upon intclHgencev of this junc- 
tion, prevailed upon Shaw Aulum to encamp at Khizzerabad, a 
Ihort. diftance from Dhely, intending to make a ftand againft 
the enemy j but Meerza ShuiFee offering to make conceffions 
to his majefty, a negotiation cfoipmenced, and Pa wly and Lut- 
tafut were invited to.' p. meeting wi^ rebels, in order to 
fettle the terms of their jfubmiffion to the emperor, but in fad 
of his to them. 


The prince Jehaundar Shaw now again cautioned his ^iher 
againft making terms with the rebels j but in vain. In his nar- 
rative, given by himfelf to Mr. Haftings, he fays j “ I j&om 
loyalty obferved, that in fuch quarrels there was no room 
** for peace j that the force wi^^ , majefty was , more than 
equul to crulh themi 4 ’# 4 -ri_f».,j-}rar,” 

the ..adyice .of ,the 

|»ii^|^^ep|©d;-'^,;';invitati6n' Meferza Shuffee Khan, and, 
upon entering his camp, were taken prifoners. The former was 
put to death, and the latter punifhed by the lols of his eyes, 
Meerza Shuffee now exaded what demands he pleafed from 
Shaw Aulum, who re-appointed him ameer al amra, and, at his 
recommendation, Mujd ad Dowlah, who had found means to 
make his peace, was once more reftored to his office of ‘‘dewaii 


oori after this commotion, .Meerza Shuffee, leaving Mujd 
•owlah to ad for him with the emperor, marched from 
y to reftore order in the province of Agra, and took with him 
•za Soleymaun Shekoh, one of the princes, ,tn add dignity 
is operations. Shaw Aulum was iett in the pofleflion. of 
^ allotted for the fupport of his hoplehoid by the, fate 
'• ■ . M m:2 ■ , ■: .....Nujcef 

Direaor of the revenue fet apart for the %port of the houfchold. 



Nujeef Khaflj fo tibat, confiderkg .Ae part he had taken agaioft 
his i®iiniftef, that chief did not & 6 t ungeneroufly towards him, 
Admiaub Khan, who had marched to take advantage of the de- 
figns in his fevour, politically kept at a dhknqc, till convinced 
of the fuperiority of Mcerza Shufiee j when he joined him, and 
was left unmolefted in poffeffion of the diftrife allotted him 
under the late Nujeef Khan. 

Meerza Shuffee was not a man calculated to retrieve the dif- 
order which had occurred in aifeirs fince the deatn of his pre- 
deceffor. He, of ^ ^^wd ' aiiibility of 

himfelf the 


dcpendimt. Mahummud Beg Khan Hamraadaunee in fmrdcular, 
who had fo greatly aflifted in eftablifliiftg in power, was 
dil^ftcd at the fuperiority he: affumed over him,?: and with his 
refulal of Ibme additional diftrifts which he demanded.- ^The 
Begum alki, Mer of Nujeef Khan, was difpleafed with him 
'aiRosflig 'her that inditejoe -k' /gwernment which 

.^hs!', Abort 'period 
rik''!i)mllanf''4t»a:hk^ ' vridt his’ officer ; 


remove him by trea** 
For;'''ibiS'*ptitfpdfej 'he''' pretended a wi£h to reconcde 
their «il^fi^ces, hy an amicable adjuftment, and requeited an 
interview, to which Meerza ShuiFee Khan affented. TUey met 
before tk: of Deeg, on the' thhtieth ofojtofoWber,-, 1783, 

attended By^n afmy,^;ynd .Meerza- SISiE^^%4’-‘ikbbed by 
iBSjifeeei Beg, he ww^mbra- 

An et^lgerileiit 'armies *‘'foiliisiod, 

and B^^itoomud Big^^s^^ven "from' -8^’ field with fome lofs. 
AffiafranWiKiWn was rd^lared fiicceflbr to the murdered navob^ 
the fifrer Begum and the army, and was ihortly after con- 
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femed by the emperor in the. office of ameer al amra and the 
government of the provinces of Dhely and Agra. Mahummud 
Beg, however, refufed to acknowledge his authority, levied troops 
to oppofe him, and committed depredations in feveral diftrids. 
Affrafiaub, |Whng .iwifelf tmetji^l to .Xupport his power alone, 
endeavour:cdJto,|Mrnrc : .tlie affiftance pf hi« neiglahours, . the navob 
vizier and the Engiiflb, or the Mharattas, Jn tdjfe nhlfettled ilate 
of affairs, the prince Jehaundar Shaw, in April 1784, made his 
efcape from Dhely, and repaired to Luenow, where Mr. Hafl- 
ings had arrived to regulate the concerns between the vigier 
and the company. His highnefs’s objed was, to procure a force 
to free his father the emperor from the controul in which he 
was kept by Affrafiaub Khan, and to oblige him to allot a por- 
tion of the reventies; the rtiyal dignity. He 

declared, that '.his efcape - 
his' father, and mofl: pmbabJy with truth, 

Aulum pci^w,' to D%8||i 

.hX’r’Ms' 'minider. Haffui^ w# 

too genefous*to obey commands, which, if complied with, would 
have facrificed an unfortunate prince to life imprifonment, if 
not affaffination. Though reftrided by his employers from 
taking an adive part in the royal affairs, he hoped, by pro- 
teding the prince, to perfuade Affrafiaub to fhew proper re^ed 
to die imperkliaroilyi and his plan in fome meafure fuccec^. 
The: Brown, the Enghffi refident at 

with any terms; 'the 

navdb vizier and Mr. fIafting 8 .t;tfiPBl 4 IMpulate for sdrau# 
tage of the emperor j and agreed to ad under tlto fwice as 
minifter, provided they would fupport him with J|wije troops 
againfl: Mahummud Beg and other reffadory ciwiii j leprefoat* 
d^t if they could not grant that condidoO, he muff fcek 
ani^ance with Sindia, the Mharatta chief, , who was readm it) 
enter cppntty. Mr. Haflin^ was unable to fumilh hoops, 
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the council of Bengal refufing to take any active part beyond 
the frontiers of the vizier j and Afifrafiaub, confequently, r nad e 
his alliance with Sindia. 


Previous to the return of major Brown from Luenow, 
Affrafiaub, jealous of J^ujd ad Dowlah, whom he had left to 
manage the affairs of the royal houfehold, confined that minif. 
ter, and prevailed upon Shaw Aulum to march to Agra, by 
promifes of giving up that city with the fortrefs to his difpofal. 
The emperor, flattered by the hopes of acquiring iiiore, power, 
or intimidated by the confinement o|, his old advifcf^lMujd ad 
DowWh, ' yk ,- -ift „ Oapber 1784 • 

Afirafiaub, and he had the fatistadion of being called King of 
the World, in the palace of his anceftor, the .renowneU Ak.ber; 
but it was garrifoned by the troops of the mihifl:«*j^; Mr. Haft- 
ings had by this time departed from Luenow, arid 1i^*t's ac- 
companied by the prince to Banaras, which he clsofe for his 
rc^Mctice* not banking fafe ttottmft fhffl. perfon with Aifrafiaub 
OP,. ! Sindia : ■ whom^; *qf ...hi^^j - injforefts, was 

' ^^nd ' ' wifely refolved 

tOv W^t f^^-tsBtter .Shaw Aulum remained in the hands 

of his 'tt&fter, • • . . .. 


On the,.t«veaty fecond of Odober i 784 ,^^jMpy|aub had an 
mterview wfth'hiSi new -ally '.R^ajee was agreed, 

they fhould'j^ndy atfisfcOlfc'i,d^ah«^^ud Beg Hamniadaunee j 
}mu0m plans were 

Tt|^%|;;^ iecond..df4.|!^qvember,. Khm waadmflin^ 

■ ’ ' \ * 

Fifty thoufand pounds. This allowance was given at the earneft requeft- 
p||fc^;'_|{aftings. 
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ated by a foldier, faid to be employed by Zien-al-anb>ad-D;sn 
the brother of the late Meerza ShufFee Khan, and Mahummud 
Beg Hammadaunee, who dreaded the power which Sindia’s al- 
liance would give to the obje<ft of their hatred. This event 
occafioned a nfcw revolution in ^airs, by transferring the autho- 
rity of the Moguls to < the Mharattas. , f 


Sindia, by prefents of fome money, promifes of obedience, 
and a regular allowance for the royal hou:fehold, prevailed “on 
Shaw Aulum to come to his camp, and bellow upon the 
*pe£hwa the office of vaqueel -muttulluk, or foie dired:or of 
the empire, with the deputation of this employment to himfeif. 
Under this grant, he claimed the command of the army of the 
unfortunate Afirafiaub, and, the goy«^iments, of Agra and Dhely. 
As he was at the ’ head' and 
the Mogul chiefs could not' agree among themfe|vfes 
of a fucceffor, ^dffe4ed'..«fefe,'rdefigns. The different tffi- 

made' ''^fieir 'terms ■ with Sindia, preterfing 
to obey themrders of the emperor j and Mahummud Beg alfo 
acknowledged his authority. Shujah Dil Khan, the father in 
law of Afirafiaub, gave up the fortrefs of Agra, after a fliort 
fiege, for a jaghire, and afihrances of a provifion for the fon 
of the deceafed, his grandfon, an infant, named Khadim Houf- 
feinKhan. Shaw Aulum was now permitted to return to Dhely. 
Sixty per , ,,||ionth were fettled . by Sindia., for. 

hfe' Iktioned with . 

to prevent him encouraging any other “ power j fo that, ih. &ltfc 
he was only a ftate prifoner in the hands of Sindia. # 


Shaw Aulum did not remain long at Dhely, being again 
requelled by Sindia to take the field, to fandtion, by his ap- 
peafelpce, the capture of Aleeghur, the r^fidence of the Begsim 

■ * Chkf minifter of tbe Mharatta - 
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of Affrafiaub Khan, Jeluungeer Khan, the governor, after foiae 
time, fubmitted. By the fall of Aleeghur, the authority of 
Sindia was eftabliflit^ in all the territories whidb had belonged 
to the late ameer al amra, Nujcef Khan. He nowdemanddl 
tribute from feveral rajas, and among them from the raja of 
Jeypore, towards whofe country he marched with the emperor. 
Negotiation and threatenings employed feveral months, till the 
approach of the rainy feafon of 1786, when Shaw Aulum re- 
turned to Dhely, and Sindia with his army cantoned at Muttra. 
The acquifitions of the Mharattas, by their interference with 
the Moguls, -were howevesr more fpleiwhd ufeful; the pro- 
vinces ,aad^ of revenue by the 

late eont^&g chiefe>; £0 that Sindia began 
In find bwifelf in a troublefome lituation. Long arrears were 
due to the troops, and his refources were unequal his dif- 
burfemente. ' ■ . ■ 


TovfnMPds the latter end of tli® yw 1787, a conftderabk 
blhacittas, -iMrfw. |(fid’',bccn Cent to 

dfdiie# - a . i Ae:; fafe'Vil' '[Jemmel b^tiivdeftated. Sin- 





Beg. This misfortune was followed by repeated defeats, which 
obliged him to retreat with precipitation acrofs the Chumbul, 
to the neighbourhood of Gualior, and quit for the prefent all 
oifenfive operaticaiSj jiving garrifons in the cita(3el of Agra and 
fbrtrefs of Alefeght^i hi • of out till he could 

obtain reiAi^talfcrrts 'fro^to^ Dekkaft, ' I>eegr aid: Ibme other places 
he gave up to the Jaut raja, Runjeet Sing, to whom they origin- 
ally belonged, that he might keep up an intereft among the 
natives of the country. 

The evacuation of the provinces of Dhely and Agra by the 
Mharatta army, occafioned a fad change in the royal affairs. 
Shaw Aulum, the pageant of every fuccefsful party, marched 
from Dhely at 'the mvitaiaon' (ff: Jew who^ad- 
vaifced’ within three days* ’ his 

refpedts; but vh®ther ",^,\,Was unwilling .t<S' 


his enemy Ifmaeel Beg i whoi IfteF deifeating the 
the field, had taken feveral places from them, 
to Agra, under pretence of the imperial orders. 

v’! At this crifis ffarted up a new adveiithirSr^ tfie 
di##'bf'>any to th’e unfortunate SKa\y Auium'i'-'' ‘Ghola 

VotV'Hf .. ■ ■ ' 


This chief was fon and fucceflbr to Zabtah Khan, often mentioned in the 





ailo relolved . fortune Jn. marched to 
phe%, of ad- 

.«fi^fi^*^iP»'Ws'aiTiVar'at was Received with 

tiiuch fevoar by his father, who empowered him tq direS the 
operations of Gholaum Kaudir JChan ^ and p^ice, after 
obtaining the releafe of his women andi- ohii^^.. |f|io had 
been confined fince his flight, repaired to the fiegr or Alee- 
ghur. He ., was foon difgufled with the brutal difrefped: of the 
K,ohilIa,'’ and-, -repaired, to ,-A^gita,‘,^ip s,_hopes ^of fipding_ a bett^ 

^lii^Ppoint^d, , The, money he 

chdfid^--' ie-fl: ^the idlfluence of his brother 
Akber Srol, the favourite’ fon of Shaw Aulum, fhouli^ _pfg- 
vail on his^'S'ther to confine him in his unproteded ftate, he 
threw himfelTiag^ on the generofity of t he^J Rn »,ltfh . They 
receiyed-'i^j,^i.^.;rep^^;,once,,^^^anaras, but 
^-,::|tot long his arriv- 
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little more than twenty four hours. He was buried with every 
honour due to his , rank j the Englifli refident and principal 
people of the city attending his funeral. He left behind him 
three fons, whom, with the reft of his family, he recommend- 
ed to the care of tfee'Bngiilhj under -whom they enjoy a com- 
fortable ; Md" allbw^^^^ at Banaras. 

Gholaum Kaudir Khan, on the fell of Aleeghur, march- 
ed to join Ifmaeel Beg in the fiege of Agra; but they foon 
difagreeing, he left him to make conquefts for himfelf in other 
parts of the country. By this time Sindia had received fome 
fuccours from Dekkan, and difpatched his confidential minifter, 
Rana Khan, with the Jaut rajah, Runjeet Sing, to raife the fiege 
of Agra, neat which a bloody bat^ :?;y^ fought on the fixteenth 
of Jude, iy88,' in ■ wfiioh-'-'^ihaeel^'SIf defeated, 
with the lofs of all hfe cannon, baggage, and 
his- - efeabe. fwimming -kis ’ horfe aci©^ 

'■■'the^'camp ■ of ’ Gholaum Kaudit' -Khan ; 
but, not finding a kind reception, in a few days he retired to 
Shekohabad, where he was refpedfully treated by IHummafs Alee 
Khan, a colleftor of the navob vizier, who prefented him with 
the fum of * twenty thoufend rupees. Being here joined by about 
fifteen hundred of his routed cavalry, and receiving letters from 
Gholaum Kaudir Khan, afluring him of future friendihip, and 
a|S^ogi^^|^||^r'kto,;^^l^> he repaired to his camp. The 

w^^^’.-intereft it. was^ 

up an enemy to the Mharattas, how lent him a fum pf ihfephy, 
which enabled him to receive numbers of his followers, who 
returned to his ftandard. An invitation was lent him by the 
navob Nazir, and the few chiefs with Shaw Arfiim to march 
to Dhely, which he accepted of; but, on his arrival near the 
emjiferor, who v^ifhed to avoid oftending Sindia ft^- te- 
Nn'a ' ■ "ckV'ing 

* Two thoufand pounds. 
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receive a third part of the revenues for the fupport of his dig- 
nity. The emperor then committed his fon Soleymaun Shekkoh to 
their care, and a day was fixed for his march againft the Mha- 
rattas ; but this adjuftment was deceitful. In a few days, Gho- 
laum Kaudir demanded a large fum of money to pay the troops, 
which Shaw Aulum refufed } and the Rohilla refolved to poffefs 
himfelf of whatever treafdre might be in the palace, by dethron- 
ing the emperor. To this refolve he was excited by the trea- 
(|^erous navob * Nazir, who, forgetting thirty years of confidence 
and favour, had informed him that his mafter poflelTed hoards of 
treafure and jewels, though he pretended inability to fatisfy the 
troops* • 

The degraded and wretched fituation of the once auguft fa- 
mily «jf. Timur,. wiU^^.appear .raeefee of a 

journal of the monftrous tfanfa< 3 :ions of the 
Kaudir, Aulom, 'to ' the %ht 

' *’:■ -‘■ 

JouRNAt, July 26th. 

About feven in the morning, Meerza Ifmaeel Beg with his of- 
ficers and Meerza Muttullub Khan, repaired to Gholaum Kaudir, 
who was feated in the hall of private audience j and, after fome 
conyef^^^3^|j^|6pe^ted|ift?iands of money from the emperor, 

his majefty poffefied fuch a coinfiderable fum, his a%% ^ 
not have fallen into fuch extremity. He was cbmmaiM^ to be 
filent by Gholaum Kaudir j who, at length fent tw;0„atta^nts to 
bring Bcdar Bukht, fon of the emperor Ahmed Sh^-f^V prince 
being condufled into the oratory, • was feated on the throne,: and 
tl^' ltnftoBaaiy of royalty made to him by the 

GhcsMttm» I^udir then difpatched Shavy Aulm, wi^’,;i^^a 

pilinces, 

» The Na*ir is the fuperintendant of the private apartments, always a eunuch. 




*• Thefe 'jadies were the widows of Mahummud Shaw, and the former was 
daughter to the emperor Ferokhfere. When Ahmed Shaw Abdallec invaded 
Hindooftan, thej^'io^^panied him on his return to his.-jm^^^^^Sriesj and re* 
.fidsd in bis court d^th,,i_ tfeey- came' Sfeiy, .and wfire aL 

» ^.I]iaw isfuppofed they 

wealth 5 ’"as' Wp Abdal|ee ‘ Ja their 

them ‘ Wf*‘1|-*‘|^^;jfell 

, .GholaK|iS^^_feia^r?^Mb is Mdi':lfe'ey'’*^nlp|e4‘ifiirt'^to depofe 

AuIiliQ^^^i^.'0fler. of teir’-dacks of rupees, to place on the throne Bedar 
ia'iStom the grarictfon of their huiband, by a public dancer. If this report is true> 
it|^»^^tfortunes are lefs pitiable, as Shaw Aulum had always treated them with 
refped during* his whole reign. 
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: princes, his .ions and gifandfons, under a guard to the apartment 

I called Noor Mahal. After this a difpute arofe between Gholaum 

I Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg, concerning the latter's remaining in th© 

! palace I,, and Ilinaeel Beg at length departed in wrath to his camp. 

ily 27th, Bedar Shaw received the compliments of the officers, and 
.jiySS. ordered feveral of the depofed emperor’s fervants into confine- 
j ment. Soleymaun Shekkoh was brought from the camp, and 

; I imprifoned with his father, who was this day denied even wat^, 

by Gholaum Kaudir. The minifters of the general mofque re- 
' i queiled to know in the name of yvhst . emperor the prayers 

I were the name of 

**, i^p^'^')^^.^^ypbopIiel,’'''''''H^^ili^/day.''')^nt '^r the aged prin- 
cSjeTOSS^f^'lM^fe^eh Zummaneh and ,Sabe,beh Mhal, from' their 
^ houfe in the city. On their arrival in the palace, he paid his 
rcfpefts, and told them the .private apartmenj^’ .of ..the haram 
fhould be under their direction. They approved of his cCndu^t, 
but warned him not to adt in fuch a manner as to draw 
the fcorn of mankind. He replied, that, under the royal auf- 
, pdces, the empire ,^ou|dj be ptpperly regulated#, Xhe ladies of 

jeprcfehted, ^ '%s* they had 



This day, the princefs Mallekeh Zummaneh, afllfted by the July aSt] 
navob Nazir, fearched the apartments of fourteen of Shaw Aulum’s 
women, and ordered all their money and effe<fis to be colledted in 
the oratory j after which they delivered them to Gholaum Kaudir 
Khan. The efiefe of Meer^a- . Akber Shaw were confifcated. 

Bedar Sha.w conferred the rank of ameer al amra on Gholaum 
Kaudir Khto. Information was lodged, fhat IVfdcrza Hindoo 
had privately conveyed fourteen cakes of bread and feme water 
to Shaw Aulum. The mercilefs Rohilla ordered the benevolent 
prince to be beaten with clubs ; but the attendants refufcd obe- 
dience. Mallekeh Zummaneh fent to Shaw Aulum, deliring 
him to give up his buried treafures, and he fhould be rein- 
ftated on his throne. He replied, he was weary of fuch em- 
pire. Agga Sundai complained to- Bqdar Shaw of the diftrefled 
fituation of the depofed^feVeril^^ahi'^hss-lki^ -pcrlChiag with 
hunger. The Shaw gave him five rupees. ' The Ag|a nhferv- 
ed,,the fum;;'_^s^''itf^tfeiit- 'fe^s^jch''a ■ nunabef,^ even fon a 
ihMlf more money in his pof- 

fefilon. 


To-day, a quarrel occurred between Bedar Shaw and the Julyagtb 
Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal, who threat- 
ened to leave the palace j obferving, that they had feen four • 
reigns, and been independant of all had come from their 
houfes ^ woul^ return, and commit him 

. This ' filened.' . ■ 

Shaw. Bedar this day Tent to Soleymaun Shekkoh and,,iSer 
Shaw, afluring them they fhould not want while he.could re- 
lieve them, but that they muft be reconciled to the’ decrees of ■' 

providence, and confider, that their father had^^'ivkgned thirty 
years, , while his fuffered the .diftrefs they now^ cdmplaincd of. ’ 

Kaudir Khan, having prepared five whips, ohligedlTIe 



AURUNG^EBE’s SUCCESSORS, 


fultan to take one in his hands, and accompany him to extort 
a confeffion of his treafures t&om Shaw Aulum. 


This day, the apartments of Shawabadee Begum were fcarch- 
ed, and a caiket of jewels, fome ftrings of pearl, and gold and 
filver plate, being found, were delivered to Gholaum Kaudir; 
who alfo feized ninety nine horfes from the royal ftables. 
Thirty thoufand rupees were found buried in the floor of a 
room, befides fome plate. The Rohilla fent the latter to the 
mint, and commanded coins to be ftruck in the name of Bedar 
Shaw, with,.,tl^. fottowing .. 


i<jf th4’'tra^''-fel^i» of Mahummu'dv Bedar 
^aw, by the grace of God Hamped coins throughout the 
** world.” i 


To-day, five rupees, a bed, and a carpet, were lent by 
Gholaum Kaudir to the unfijrtunate Shaw Aulum. Several la- 
dies of the haram were tied up and beaten with whips, to 

ipalfcp.^w filled with 


riavob 



to Shaw Aulum, was feized by the Rohiila, and a demand 
made of a lack' of rupees. Pleading inability, he was delivered 
to the peons to be flogged. To-day, Gholaum Kaudir went 'to 
Shaw Aulum, and threatened him. The unhappy prince re- 
plied, “ What I had, you have taken; but, if you think I 
** conceal fome treafures within me, rip up my bowels, and 
** be convinced.” The traitor then aflured him, if he would 
difeover his hoards, he Ihould ' reafeend his throne. Shaw 
Aulum anfwered, ** I have no anibition left; may God pro- 
** ted: you, who have laid me alide : I am content with my 
** flite.” The Rohiila then proceeded to the apartments of the 
brothers of Shaw Aulum, and threatened them with punifh- 
mfent. Four trunks of wearing apparel, a few trifling jewels, 
and a filver bedftead only, were in them on. the ftrideft 

fearch. The navob Nazir repenfev flow l|cxi latf^^ of con- 
dud; and will have more caufe every day, jUmaeol ' 3Beg is 
treating with Sindia, who has promifed to give him a jaghire 
aiid cotiiujamd in his army. . 


To-day, perlbns were fent to dig up the floors of the apart- 
ments of Meerza Buddoo. Some jewels, plate, and wearing ap- 
parel, were found. The prince and his family were ordered 
to be kept without food; but at the earaefl: interceffion of 
Meerza Hinga, , uncle l» Bedar Shaw, it was allowed them. 
Ghokum mtt|hly demanded from the emperor the 

whele ’frian iBe j^t'frwone. fiedar Shaw 

“ He had given every thing as yet difeovered, and defired die 
** jewels might be valued.” The Rohiila replied, ** Jewels 
“ were to him of no value; he muft have money, op plate 
“ to coin.” A meffage coming from the princefe Maliekeh 
Zummaneh, that flie wifhed to fee him, he xrould not go, .but 
al^fcl . her to the eunuchs who brought the compliment. Bedar 
Shaw entreated him to be pacified, and every exertion jhould 
VoL. II. O o . 
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be ufed to procure money. The fultan would have embraced 
him, but the wretch drew back, and retired in dilpleafiirej 
after which he fent a band of Afghauns to guard the royal 
perfon and extort money. They threatened to pull Bedar Shaw 
from his throne, and corredt him with blows i upon which he 
exclaimed, If this is empire, the fcanty meal I enjoyed when 
“ among the confined princes, was fweet indeed.” The Af- 
ghauns ordered him to be filent, faying, ** They had ruined 
** Shaw Aulum in an inftant, and what was he better tliag 
him.” Guards were alfo placed over the Begums Mallekeh 
Zummaneh smd Sahebeh Mhalj and Ghplaum Kaudir informed 
them, ^ /that attjU'.rate call him 

refolved t^’fee the whole property of the 
•‘' royal family.” The navob Nazir trembles Tor his fafety, and 
has difcharged his attendants. Seven lacks of rupees are de- 
manded from him. h! 


Euguft 3d 


To-day, Gholaum Kaudir Khan * feated himfelf in the pre- 
fence of Bedar Shaw, and fmoaked his hookah before him 5 
ftretdun| out his fret cmi the royal mufiiud, at the fame time 


u'' note';,;^^i&f%^' to Gholaum Kaudir, 
refuefting hto jewels valued, but he refufedj de- 

mandin^fe lacks in money, vand would not fuifer the Nazir to 
return. The emperor fending him two garlands of flowers, he 
threw them on the ground in difrefpedi. 3 ^: Mal- 

lekeh Zummaneh r and Sahebeh Mhal htWe %fchaiged their 
■houfcholds. Rutttm‘'’K^''-^tifin^,‘»^edaf /'8ha to fend a khe- 
Iaut,'tci ;the' navob vm€rj?;.hi^ pone but • tlji^ old 

•* gatment- on my bc%,-* ' '• ' 

Gholaum 

, higheft difrepe^l he could be guilty of to the fovercign. 
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Gholaum Kaudir Khan to-day forced the doors of the royal Auguft sti 
baths ; and finding two filver chairs, fent them to the mint. The 
apartments and eiFeds of Meerza Akber Shaw were ranfacked. 

Thirty two elephants and one hundred horfes from the royal 
ftables were, fent to the B-ohi|la camp. A requeft of Shaw 
Aulum for feme foot cloths was| complied- with.. 


namented with gold or filver, were broken to pieces, and the 
plate fent to the mint. Gholaum Kaudir feized the clothes and 
ornaments of fifty or fixty dancing girls belonging to the palace. 
On their complaining of his oppreffion, he commanded them 
to fing and dance, and being pleafed with their performance, 
gave them back their clothes, , but ^pt their jewels, and turned 
them out of the ■ citadel," ' Afief; 

of the prince Meerza Baber, which were ianlkk.ed^f^ .lept a 
woman to fearch the l^ato. Wten every thing was feized, 
the;, pM^ei^taidd: ordered to be put with, the reft 

of the royal femily in confinement. The' dwelling of Meerza 
Khoord, brother to Shaw Aulum, was next plundered. The 
chief woman fervant of Kirrammut al Niffa Begum was feized, 
and feverely beaten, to make her difcover the effedts of her 
miftrefsj but flie would not confefs, and was put into prifon. 
The floors of the Begum’s apartments were then dug’ up, and 
feme gold oj^i^^^tS^feund..,, Gholaum Kaudir to-day threatenixi 

not^fpeedily. ^ 

ply him with money, as the trod^ wem becoming ciamtp^ 
for pay. He then went to Shaw Aulum, and denaand^,2 
covery of the money he had faved from the reven^ ‘of Ben- 
gal and Aleabad. The Shaw replied, ** tha.|0i^j^t was in 
“ the palace was feizedj he had no morej .^ begged to b^ 
** death, that he might be freed from mifery.” . pfbie 

Rohitk replied, « he would not hurt him,^ but force 2 :.^n- 

O'oa /fe^on 
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** feflion from his ions Meem Akber and Soleymaun Shekkoh.’* 
Upon which Shaw Aulum faid, ** I am in your handsj but 
** injure not my chEdren,” Gholaum Kaudir threatened the 
princes, who declared they knew nothing of their father’s trea- 
fury j but informed him, that there was a Cafhmitian woman 
in the fervice of Koottubee Begum, who, if money was con- 
cealed,. was informed of it. Upon this the woman was fent for 
and queftioned, but confefled nothing j when £lie was confined 
for further examination. Eedar Shaw to-day gave Gholaum 
Kaudir a pair of gold bracelets and twenty five thouiand rupees, 
which had been difcovered, with which he was well pleafed, 
and fent to the Shaw five trays of apparel from the wardrobe, 
and, five pkt^^ Bedai* Shaw dcfired he would carry 

Mm to the general mofque to pay his devotions j but the Ro- 
Mlla told him not to be in hafte, and he fliould go at a con- 
venient time in proper ftate. The diflention with Ifmaeel Beg 
encreafes dady, and that cMef is treating with the Mharattasj 
but, till their arrival, waite to get what he can from the plun- 
der, of the pohce. The furnifrae of tile royal elephants was 
foized. to-day,, ^ 


. ‘‘ thougi^niibecemmg his dignity as a 

** prince, ^^fted in ri^g the palace, and furrendered the trea- 
ftire diicovered. Nothing more was left, but he was r^dy 
“ to accompany Mm to the field, and acquire wealth for'hini 
**. Vyith the fword.” Gholaum Kaudir vifitcd , ||^y(t ^Aulum, and 
fold him, “ he was forty . for.' |iis treafc*®,^' wk would make 
**'aj|i€nds by feating Ms Akber on the throne.” 

Shaw ' .Aulum replied, “• pAeafed; but as for 

** hirtifehy he was fuch “deeded •.'empire, an^fl-only 

** wifoed .|etj|!^;SBd, employ himfelf in devotion.” • Bedar 
was . I^es^f^tedtea^ this day with corredion, if he did 
■ '■■■* ■ ' not 
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not procure more money; upon which he replied, ** that he had 
** given all in his power, and fliould be happy to be releafed 
“ from fuch mock royalty.” 

Bedar Shaw was again threatened with corredion and confine- Auguft 8 
ment, in cafe he did irot produce more money or jewels; and 
again replied, that Gholaum Kaudh might adja^ he pleafcd.” 


In the apartments of Mubaric Mhal, upwards of an hun- Auguft 9 
dred women were fearched, and afterwards knprifoned. Mallekeh 
Zummaneh was this day violently indifpofed. Bedar Shaw de- 
clared to Gholaum Kaudir, “ that there were no more valu- 
** ables left in the palace ; but if he chofe, he would attend 
** him to colled money from the rajas and zemindars.” The 
Rohilla - anfwered, **,.,:that‘,.tf on 

** the morrow, thejShaw mufi: take the conf^ueiiee.*^ Twenty 
chefbs of lace ard day burned hy Gholaum 

Kautiif;.'dife>>.-actra^ .'the' filver. '* Bedar ''Shaw^ requeued an in- 
terview, but was rudely refufed in the evening. A meeting 
took place between Gholaum Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg Kham 
The navob Nazir was threatened with flagellation if he did not 
produce money. 

Gholaum Kaudir, attended by five Rohillas, went to Shaw Auium Aug. 101 
and deman4!^ ;|^l|ifcovery Ojf^l^ hidden treafure. The unfortunate 
ShaW ,3^pli^- yfliil: you can find in the fort.” 

The villain then orderedliis attendant to iift tip the princes Meensa 
Soleymaun, Akbcr Shaw and others, and daih them oh the 
ground ; which they did. Shaw Auium in the agE»y of his 
grief exclaimed, ** Traitor, forbear fuch cruelty .on ihy chHdren 
« in my fight.” Upon this, Gholaum Kaudir made the Ro- 
hilaa caft him on the ground f after which they fat upon his 
breath and ftabbed out his eye$!- with a dagger. He then gave 
. ■" orders- 
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orucis lor cac iiKc cruelty to be intiitted on the princes, but 
Was prevented by the entreaties of ah officer, named Seetuldafs. 
The palace refounded with lamentations among the ladies of 
the haram. They were commanded to be filent, on pain of 
chailifement. In the afternoon, Bedar Shaw wm carried into 
the city, attended by the Rohilla ; but the latter, fufpedling 
treachery from Ifmaeel Beg, returned fuddeniy with the Shaw 
to the palace. The inhabitants defert the city in crowds. The 
bankers’ and jewellers’ fhops have been &ut up many days. 

Two furgeons were fent to attend Shaw Aulum, who lies 
in great agony, were fent by 

.jpfijiaaei' Sf r wto much diffatisfied. A 
mISihg aftcfhfards tooh place between them, and they vifited 
'&dar Shaw in company. 

Shaw Aulum petitioned for fbme relief, as his 'i^fly had 
been three days without provifions, Gholaum Kaudir ordered 
‘twenty eight rupees per day to be diftributed for their fup- 


'i Kjian ' ottered aii 

the • wyal MtcheiK were . feize^ ^hls ’ day, 


ie cooling utenfils of 


The emperor Bedar Shaw defired the navob Nazir to pre- 
pare a mofque in the palace for his devotions; but was in- 
formed, that the carpeting, &c. had been feized. Upon his 
im|^ortunity, however^ fome fort oR preparation was made; and 
BeMY heard, for tlie firft time, theN^pfayer read in his own 
iiaim4;,j;:,^^i,,;^peror. .Twp/.'iiifdftfTons' prince Solejmiaun 

Shekkoh tq^^^^ed fo? want of food. Shaw Aulum difmifTed 

'V, ■ ^ ' , , his 

» About two pounds twelve (hillings, / 



a Sulleemghur, or Selimghur, is part of the old palace erected , fey the em- 
peror Jehaungeer, whofe name was alfo Sulkem, or Selim. Sii^ the comple- 
tion of the new palace by Shaw Jehaun, Sulleemghur has been ufed as a prifon 
for the princes of the royal family. It is large, has feveral conns, and gardens 
for thdr recreation. Till the reigning emperor b^ame himfelf in want, they 
were ^ allowed every convenience of fife, bnt' liberty; and as. they werc|'in 0 tly 
born and bred np in confinement, perhaps did ■ not' feel the of it# 
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his phyficians, and declined nourifliment, faying, it was more 
** preferable to die, than live, and behold his family periihing 
** around him.” Bedar ordered the children to be buried in 
the Mhal. He laid, ** that Shaw Aulum complained unjuftly, 

** and Ihould be refigned tsd the decr^s of providence.” 'Gho- 
laum Kaudir paid his devotions at the tomb of^ Nizam ad Dien, 
where he was met by Ifmaeel Beg, and ttiutuai baths of re- 
conciliation palled betvveen them. 

The ladies from leveral apartments of the haram were turned Aug. i 4 tli 
out into * Sulleemghur, and Bedar Shaw was commanded by Gho- 
laum Kaudir to dig up the floors in fearch of treafure. Parties of 
Mharatta horfe to-day appeared clofe to the city. Shaw Aulum 
is in great agony, what he eats 

The Rohillas mutinied, and Gholaum Katidir^ w At^. isti 

to remain clofb" in ' the cdtadel. ;Meeraa Ilmaeel Beg confiitt^ 
leVei^ city to extort money from thena. 

Bedar Shaw defired Gholaum Kaudir to think of preparing Aug. i6t 
to refill: the Mharattas, who were now plundering round the 
city, and carrying off the cattle and grain. Many angry mef- 
feges paffed between Gholaum Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg, con- 
cerning the divifion of plunder. At length, the former went 
to vifit thei;.,l«^,;^in the . byemn^ to try an accommodation. 
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Shaw Aulum to Bc'dar Shaw, were 
thcRoWlk. 


To-day, Ghokum Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg vifited Bedar 
Shaw, and demanded money, that they might pay the troops; 
and attend him to the field. The^Shaw replied, that he had 
** nonej hut would confign over to them the navob Nazir^ 
“ from whom they might extort it.” A convoy of baggage, &c. 
from Ghoieghur was intercepted by the Mharattas, and many 
Rohillas cut to pieces. Numbers were drowned in the Jumna 
in trying to efcape fiom the enemy by fording it. The Mha- 
rattas appeared on the Isaak of the Jimma pppofite tibe citadel. 
Beilr Bhaw defircd Ghokum Kaudir to march, olfeing to ac-! 
company him. 


The Mharattas continued tiieir ai^sroaches, ail fiippUes were 
flopped jfrom the city, and the fliops fhut' up. Ikrt of the S.o- 
hilk army crofled the river, Unoppofed by the enemy. Gho- 
kum Kaudir went into the apartments of the confined princes, 
and ordered the property of Khier al Nifia Begwa, filler of 
Shaw Auhim, to be feized. Her 'moUey,; <M^E»ments, 'and^^pyen 
the garments fihe ' had - 

brought before him,' whom kying, ** You afpired 

** to empire, give me your treafiires for it.” In reply, they 
wept, and faid, ** You have taken all we had; there is nothing 
*• retnsiti%g;but our lives.” He then caufed them to be beaten 
^^with lyy^^^ ^^fe nt them 'back to confiTOpent. A demand 


ahwe-nipfiiaoned wwe this 

rei2^^^P^«-;-pSCed-.-; t® their- houfes, ''and' their attendants 

prifon^s to the citadel. A letter was prefented firom Shaw 

nils;; • - • • Aulum 
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Aulotn requefting relief, as he and his family were perilhing 
with hunger. Gholaum Kaudir threw the letter on the ground, 
and exclaimed, “ I came not here of my own will; but, as 
« I flept in a garden at Secundra, fuddenly an apparition 
“ ftruck me on the fece, feying, March fpeedily to Dhely, de- 
pofe the emperor, and feise the country.” Meerza Meendo, 
uncle of Shaw Aulum, was to-day fo feverefy flogged by or- 
ders of the Rohilla, as to flint away, and at length difcovered 
a chamber, under the floor of which were fecreted fome large 
chefls, two of which were filled with gold .coin, and others 
with rich cloths. The contents of this hoard were unknown to 
Shaw Aulum, and had been depofited there by Shaw Begum 
in the lafl: reign. IK 


A guard was pkced-owf navoB Haizlr* feiz^, Aug. 

He was alfo commanded, to difcover the hMdaasiri^arfe Shaw 

]^dar Shaw font a to 

Ghblaahif'fKalidir' ■ fer'-tlse ' teleafe of. Meerssa Buddoo; out the 
meflenger returned without delivering it, the navob being in a 
violent rage, which made him fearful of going into his pre- 
fence. About nine at night, the Shaw ventured to fend again, 
^begging that he would, for pity’s fake, allow fome viduals for 
the women; upon which he fent a fmall quantity of oil and 
flour* Many ladies of the haram were fearched to-day, and 
Rohilla^:-,i^l^ifeplac<^^ll^|6, ^ thdur apartments. Gholaum JCaudir 

liad'iirmuch coriverlfetKMi . arkk" the 
emperor and the Begums Mallekeh ^ 

Mhal; when it was agreed, that the ladies belon^Of to Bedar ' 
Shaw fliould be removed from the haram, anfi -a flridt fearch 
be made for treafure in every room. Shaw Aulum was fent 
and ordered to difcover his hoards. He replied, ** that he 
’^?i>flmew of none, and begged for Compaflion pm- his nfliferies, 

V*P1.. 11*. . , P D . afl<^ 



Bedar Shaw came to Gholaum Kaudir, and requefted him, 
iihm legard to God and the prophet, to 41ow, fome provifioq 
■for his women and ciMldren,!; 

upon him, and iitfeercd mnch ah^'fe.&ngnage. The Shaw with 
the Begums ^ i»e*^ :i4»nfined^i^^ the odtagon turret, furrounded 
only ty itoMis. Gholaum Kaudir fent for Akber Shaw and. 
other princes to fing and play before him, which they dared 
not ' refufe, Ae performance, he expre^^^, approba- 

■^^^■«d;faid, his, m -longer 


r Jiaiir 'fetrched, but nothing 
The Rohilla chiefs grow clamorous 

for 
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and his family dying with hunger.” The Rohilla told him, 
** he Ihouid yet have more calamities, to fuffer.” 


To-day, Gholaum Kaudir ordered Mallekeh Zummaneh and 
Sahebeh Mhal from' their chambers into the apartments of Ak- 
ber Shaw, and alio the Begum of Bedar Shaw. Upon this 
Bedar Shaw went to him to complain of his infuited honour; 
when the Rohilla turning him back, told him to .go and keep 
them company; when he retired to them accordingly. Four 
ladies died of grief and hunger this day. Their bodies were 
thrown into the open court, while Gholaum Kaudir was fur- 
veying the labourers, who, by h^^.,orderSi, w^retbulied in dig- 
ging i|» die floors of the IkranSa’ to-day commanded fome 
of the princes to fing for him; and one of his attendants en- 
treating him not to be fo difrefpedful, he exclaimed, ** If they 
** cannot fing, what elfe are they fit for ? They are the ofi- 
** fpring of fingers. Had they been princes, would they have 
** tamcy fuffered me to ad as I have done?” 
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for money. Gholaum Kaudir pretends he has none, and is 
dividing among them the efFedts of the palace. 

A daughter of the prince Meerza Toghrul died of hunger, Aug. 
and was • buHed in her chamber. ' Meerza Ifmaeel Beg fent to 
enquire of Gholaum Kaudir if he meant to march, as the ene- 
my were now furrounding him. Gholaum Kaudir excufed him- 
felf for his behaviour to the navob Nazir, by declaring, that he 
had feized his property, only left: it ihould be fuipedted that he 
was his advifer in the plunder of Mallekeh Zummaneli and 
Sahebeh Mhal. Parties of the Mharattas appeared to-day clofe 
to the old citadel, and carried off fome horfes and bullocks. ^ 
Munniar Sing, who commanded the palace guard, having al- 
lowed fome -prpvifions to pafe to Shaw Aulum and the other 
coofined ' princes, wasTsbnk^’ . 

. Meet^ JfmaeeL Beg; idireatmed Gholaum Kaudir, ^ t^ Aug. 


would not deliver up "his . ihare of the plunder, he would leave 
him i and the Mogul chiefs .alfo declared, if he remained longer 
in the citadel, they would quit his fervice. Gholaum Kaudir 
made no anfwer. Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal fent 
a petition that they might not be left to perifti with hunger, 
but rather, be relieved from their miferies by immediate death. 
Bedar Shaw threatened to put on a “religious habit j but was 
told. by,:"fh^^^illay.:,tb^.. he muft prepare to march. t|e re- 
^iedi that not- „ .. -■ ./vw..' 


Bedar Shaw requefted of Gholaum Kaudir to dethrone him^ Aug. 
as he was weary of a dignity which did not afford him and 
his family the ' moft common necelfaries of life. Gholaum 

V- ' . ' - P p ■ 2 ' - ■’./ . . Kaudir 

, In Hindooftan,. for a perfon tinder ' the' 'prote£lion of another t# aflame 
the habit of a fakeer, or religious, is reckoned difgracefal to the party promiflng 
protection, and believed to bring down the curfes of heaven upon him. 
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Kaudir feized.all the horfes of the royal ftables, and diftributed. 
them among his followers, leaving only fifteen, of little value, 
for the Shaw’s ufe. Six ladies of the haram died of hunger, 
and their bodies were thrown over the walls of the citadel, on 
the fands of the Jumna. On its being reported, that many 
others were in a dying Hate, from the fame caufe, Gholaum 
Kaudir fent a fmall fupply for the women of Bedar Shaw, but 
took no notice of the reft. 


Four ladies of Shaw Aulum’s haram, weary of life, threw 
tliemfelves from a window into the river, and were drowned. 
Their bodies were ftripped by foldkP> one of whom was 
wounded in a fcufflc for the divifion of the garments. The 
unfortunate Shaw Aulum, almoft familhed, fent a fmall -filver 
how ring, by a foldier who pitied his condition, into the market 
for fale. It produced only * feven pice, with which ibme coarfe 
bread was purchafed for his meal. A confiderable fom of 
money, many valuable jewels and rich effedts, were found in 
the houfe c£ Sahebeh Mhah and #iaed by Ghekuni Kaudir, 


Some provifions aiad:-; apparel ..we al|QyveJ^^to,,,^w Ajilum 
and his fenily, -en- 

treated,. but in vain,; fo -fee alloig ^ ’^m-! foiile to their houfes in 
the city, lo vifit Bedar Shaw, though 

repeatedly fSat for. The navob Nazir was releafed from his 
confinem<mt*'" The {hops in the city are £hut up, owing to 
thejiotoas.b€^i^^]^r^jgf ,the Rohillas from the^^^^^# of grain. 


■ Ghi^um Kaudir, fent f(» Akber 

o^r^'gf^es, fons of "'Shaw Aulum, to the 
lkiho&^|^felho"#ifor^lned them with a fcaft and dan- 

'•liK . r»tnrv 





cing. After fame time, laying his head on the knees of Akber ■; 

Shaw, he flept for two hours. On awaking, he wept, fay- 
ing, “ he had been guilty of great crimes, and repented of 
his behaviour j that he would reftore ail the property he 
** had taken, but could not? itsplae® tlie ^es of Shaw Auium.” 

Akber Shaw, after fcraae confiderationi obferved, that “ the pro- 
videace which had given eyes ' to his, feth’er,; had aifo taken 
“ them away j and the inftrument of heaven was not to blame.” 

They fat at the entertainment until funrife. | 

Bedar Shaw went to vifit Gholaum Kaudir, who would not Aug. 301? 
fee him, and ordered him to retire to his apartments. The 
women of the haram are in the greateft diftrefs for want of 
vidtuals. ■ , 

Bedar Shaw, by mei&ge,;, untreated Gholawa K^dir to Oifder Aug. 3i:j 
feme relief- to'' -the- ^''conifeed ;prijS6^f?and fedies' of -the haKram*; 
but''*Was'' tnfwerdd TOfh angry refufelsi ’ Gholaank Kaudir, in 
palSng by the Mhal, was accofted with loud complaints frorn. 
the unfortunate women, who begged him to- allow them food, 
or let them leave the citadel j but he paffed on, faying, “ that 
“ in four days more .he would relieve them.” He went to 
the emperor’s bedchamber, and ^iing a fcymetar on the bed, 
took it away j at the feme dme commanding the guards not to 
let Bedar''6ha#‘ft&te,;;:to‘‘ hiiitt-&' dny account. • • - 


The troops of Gholaum Kaudir are mutinous for their ar- 
rears. He has Ipent this day in trying to appeafo them, but 
in vain. They threaten to defert him. 


Gholaum Kaudir went out to the tomb of Hoomaibon to 
paclt^-' the Rohillas. After much argument, one of the muti- 
neers, drawing his dagger, rufhed towards him, but was ftop- 



in the 
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i peel by his companions. At length, the troops were fatisfied 

; with the affurance of receiving two months pay immediately, 

1 and G hokum Kaudir returned to the palace. 

,1 ; ■ ' * ' . 

; Sept. 3d, News arrived that the zemindars in “Sarungpore were in 
' arms; on which account Gholaum Kaudir has refolved to 

I inarch to Ghofeghur, leaving Ifmaeel Beg Khan in Dhely, to 

I defend it againfl the Mharattas. ‘ 

' ■ ■ ■ 

?feept. 4th. Gholaum Kaudir is preparing for his march. A new quar- 
j rel has arifen between him and Ifmaeel Beg Khan concerning 

■r the divifion of the plunder. 

I ijept. sth. Bedar Shaw requefted, by meflage, that Gholaum Kaudir 

would permit barbers to be admitted to Shaw Aulum and his 
fons, who had not beep Ihaved fince the day of his dethrone- 
ment. It was allowed. Gholaum Kaudir has been the whole 
day diinJepjg, and h&ning. to the fingihg gkls. 




Nothing remarkable occurred till the fourteenth, when Gho- 
laum Kaudir, alarmed at ?eg's being in 

treaty with Sindia to ; deliver him up to mat ' €lue|i 
left the palace, and fwam the Jmnn;| on an ^elej^hSit'^ to join 
the |«rt;>pf;Ms.:’'‘anriy;'’fenda&ped"'m‘& other fide. In a few 
days, howev&, he* returned j and going to Shaw Aulum, aflured 
him, that though he might reign again if the Mbarattas were 
vidtorious, he fhould not enjoy the prefence of his children, as 
they fhould be put to death in cafe of his defeat. The favage 
Rohilla then obliged all the fons of the unfortunate emperor 
to embark in a boat, and crofs the river to his camp. Akber 
Shaw maHugTome r^iftance. Gh^um Kaudir drew his fcymetar, 
and threatened '■ not embark, when the 

princi^'was’ obliged id’ ccMhply,'''"' of the palace -^waa 
alfo all carried off in boats. The day following, the Rohilla 
returned to the citadel, and .feverely beat Shaw Aulurn with 
his own hands, threatening to murder all the princes. He.thei^ 
obliged the aged Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh 
Mhil to go to his camp, in defpite of their lamentations and 
entreafife. Then letting fire to adl the combuftible parts of the 
citadel, hfc evacuated it, with his folLower?, an^ .repaired to his 

'i'i''"'-" , camp. 
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Bedar Shaw obferved to his attendants, that his was a -Sept. 8th.l 
firange empire, for he could not even obtain neceffaries for his I 

family; that he read the koraun nightly, flept upon the bare 
ground, and prayed at midnight, in hopes that God in his 
mercy would have pity on his fituation. Gholaum Kaudir re* I 

,||viewed his artillery, and is preparing to march. 1 


Gholaum Kaudir continues his preparations to march. 


Gholaum Kaudir divided the rc^al tents among his chief Sept, ioth^ 
followers. 
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camp. Upon his dep^ture, a detachment of Mhirattas took 
poffeffion of the city and palace. Rana Khan, tl^e chief, re^ 
leafed Shaw Aulum from his confinement, and ordered refrefe- 
ments for the unfortunate emperor and the numerous perfons 
in the haram, who, for feven days, had been able to procure 
no fuftenance, but dry grain and water. New coins were or-, 
dered to be ftruck in the name of Shaw Aulum, who was 
ao-ain treated as emperor; but he wHhed to decline the throne 
in favour of Akber Shaw, whom he had always intended for 

his fucceifor. k 


Gh^uia Kaudir, a few days after his departure from Dhely, 
.^ed k fome behaviour of Bedar Shaw, or hoping to .ob- 
i an accommodation with the Mharattas by. regaining the 
mr of Shaw Aulum, dethroned his .newly, made fovereign, 
t acknowledged,^ as einperor, Altber ,§haw. Such was the 
:aion* ©f Shaw Aulum to his ^ (m, that on hearing of his 
dtatio^'^€o-^-.WWte: to tnd.the treacherous 

rob “juries he 

iu.,ft«^-hy'h4heferhc^t^; %. placing 
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general aflault on the place. Gholaum Kaudir defended him— 
fclf a whole day againfl: their attacks j but feeing that he muft 
in the end be reduced, he in the night mounted a fleet horfe 
and made his efcape, leaving his followers to ihift for them- 
felves. He had not rode mafly miles, when his horfe ftum- 
bled, and Gholauin Kaudir was ib braifed by the fell he re- 
ceived, that he could not move. In this fituation he was found 
by fome villagers, who took him prifoner to the Mharatta camp. 
He had, previous to his flight, concealed the mofl: valuable 
jewels acquired from the plunder of the palace, in his faddle 
and houfings. To whofe lot this prize fell, is not known, as 
the horfe was never found. The navob Nazir, and other chiefs 
who had remamed in Mhirta, were in the morning obliged to 
furrender with the ' troops’ at '-'tihe ■ rifeetmngijf .tl»;,ei^Eny. Gho- 
laum Kaudir was af firft treated with diftln^ph # ’Suf IbdH put 
into heavy irons> with hjs jcompan& in treachery, the navob 
Naziir.^^^; 4^ the other fons of Shaw Aulum, with 

the Begums .Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal, alfo the 
depofed Bedar Shaw, were refpedtfully treated by Rana Khan, 
who fent them to Dhely, with a proper efcort for their pro- 
tection. Bedar Shaw was remanded to imprifonment. 


The IVfliarattas poflefled thenifelves of Ghofeghur, and the 
teriitories #Uian. They are now without 

a f:iva|_ m 4ij^ffib%/of'''the fepeic®*, and lik,ely to remain 
fo, as long as their own ftate jJi^l remain free from hitemal 
commotions, and the neutrality of the Engiifli and the navob 
vizier, with refpeCt to the imperial aflairs, be obferved. 


While a prince of the houfe of Timtir is 'efteemed as s 
necfl^ pageant for the vfeni^tion of the • people, we -ihali 
continue to hear of an emperi^ bf Hindooflanj but it is ’Very 
improbable that any future poflefer M ever 

VoL. II. Q q acauire 
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•acquire the fmalleft independance on the will of the power 
which protedts his perfon, whether Hindoo or Mahummedan. 
The rulers of the different provinces have, as yet, been con- 
tented to acknowledge a nominal fubmiffion to an emperor, 
froni motives of convenience. It has prevented the jealouiy of 
their equals, and given a fandlion to their ufurpations. with the 
people, who have yet regarded the Timur family as the foun- 
tain of honours and employments % but, except over Dhely, a 
fmall tradl around it, and during a few years in Korah and 
Aleabad, the emperors have had no real territorial authority, 
fince the reign of Mahnmmud Shaw* The Mharattas once 
attempted to fet up a fovetei^ of their own at Dhely and, 
fhould they not be interrupted, in their prefent career of vic- 
tory, may, in a few years, throw afide the family of Timur, 
and declare the raja of Sittarra, or their pefhwa, emperor of 
Hindooftan, or at leaft of the extenfive fliare of it in their 


By the laft advices, Sindia had It^d. contributions jffom 
the Jeypore, Odipore, and Jodepore rajas, and obliged them to 

cede 

failure of which attempt has been related in the defeat of the Bhaow, 
'i^:ii^..‘.iAi 3 aaHee Shaw, in the preceding pages. 




W A U Ii U M T H E S E C O N a 

cede Tome parts of their country, and pay tribute for the reft. 
Shaw Aulum continues a mere penfioner on this chief. The 
fuccefles of the Englifh, Nizam, and Mharattas againft Tippoo 
Sultan, and the partition of his territories, promife fome con- 
tinuance of peace to Hindooftan j where it is probable, how- 
ever, the fun of 'ilnur has fet for ever. 


END OF AURUNGZEEE’s SUCCESSORS 
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PR E F A C E. 


It was fuppofed, that an account of the affairs of Bengal, 
with which we are fo nearly concerned, would be more agree- 
able to the’ reader muft 

have been frequently brbkeii/off % tfe ^i^eptiS luj otfc 

(vineeSi|^;i|;^ip^tti-g|h::^t|§^ 

Bengal, fince the death of Mahummud Shaw, like the other 
provinces, has been nearly independant of the emperors; the 
feveral navobs remitting only a trifling part of the revenues to 
court, and the Englifh government, fince the departure of Shaw . 
Aulum in 1771 from under our protedion, has ceafed to pay 
any^ other than uiing 

name on . the coin and in fome 'Orders of adminiftE^tion' 

to native officers; if we except a few inconfiderable. prefcnts 
offered him on the great Mahummedan fcflivals^ . . 7 

^e death of Aurungzebe, and > for fome years piw;, fe' 
that event, &ngal was govern^ by Moon^ud K.ooll^'e 



ibi 








IChan, of whom an account has been publiflied by Mr. Glad- 
win, and alfo of his fucceflbr Shujah ad Dowlah. His fon 
Serferauz ad Dowlah was depofed by Mahabut Jung, ftiled 
alfo Aliverdee Khan, whofe life begins the following pages. 
This was compiled from a Perfian manufcript. The tran- 
failions from his laft illnefs were tranflated from the Perfian 
hiftory of Bengal, as literally as poffible, of ‘Gholaum Houf- 
fein Khan, a learned and reipedable character, once of 
greater confequence, but now, if livmg, a member of the na- 
tive court of judicature under the njpft worthy navob Alee 
Ibrahim Khan j the eftabliihment of which by Mr. Hastings 
reftored juftice and police to a great capM, in which they had 
long been j^egleSted, ^ ' " 


piibjKffffid in Calcutta, 
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Mahabut Jung was! origb30%;JHame<3 Meerza, Mahummud 
Alee. His feAer, 

vice' of the 'prince Azim Si:aw, on the ^ -de^ ' ^"ps''"pitecai 
felling into^_ diftrell,' •moved &i& 3 p'l!)hely' to ’’Cdfee, Pe -caiiteil 
6f ChlSt» - & liopes of mending his fcrtune ■under Shigah ‘ad 
Dowlah, a diftant relation to his ■wife. Shujah ad Dowlah was 
fon in law to JafRer Khan, foubahdar of Benpl, from whom 
he held Orifla, as deputy governor. He received his relation 
with kindnefs, appointing an allowance for his fupportj which 
induced Meerza Mahummud to fend for his fon, who accordingly 
repair^ to. Otittac, md was entertained by Shujah ad Dowlah 
in his .ife**^’'dn6d, TOpett._^,.,p 

'Pae, '"'w 

efteem of his patron, he gradually "ehimfted him 
mands againll: rebellious zemindars, in which he ^Ifeafelf 

worthy of confidence, and was generoufly higher 

trufts. He now invited his elder brother H^^s^^Alimud, th« 
re|;i^:raing from a pilgrima^ to Mecca, to jom him!} 
his*'Wval he, as alfo liis‘'P'ree /fen®, • Mahummud RezC^jfc- 


m 'the 
.fbrro^ 
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fcrvice of Shujah ad Dowlah, at fakries of fifty, thirty, tv 
|ind fifteen rupees per month; but as the influence of 
humqaud Alee encreafed, they were proportionably raife 
higher employments. 
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and his three fbns to confiderable employments. Thefe diftinc- 
tions were but the paths to higher offices, as, in a ffiort time 
after, the province of Bahar being conferred by the emperor 
on Shujah ad Dowlah, he entmfted the government of it to 
Aliverdee Khan, obtaining for him additional rank, and the 
title of ^Mahabut Jung. Hajee Ahmtid was created dewan to 
the navob, and his fons raifed to the governments of large dif- 
trids in Bengal and Bahar. 

Shujah ad Dowlah after' twelve years' government of Ben- 
gal, (the inhabitants of which ftill fpeak with veneration of the 
lenient exercife of his authority,) dying, was fucceeded by his 
fon Aik ad Dowlah Serferauz Khan, a young prince, whofe 
charader'‘as^a-_n3^1^^a^^^^^^'|^|t^|^^_ybi^h.^n the pages 

habut- Jung,' ..and- to^aplogife for 


incitement to voiuptuoufnefs hi addition to ^ the i^lhn ; of 
youth, yet he was not addided to fenfual enjoyments; and 
during hs ffiort government, in the courfe of which I was 
conftantly with him, I never beheld in his conduct even a 
temency towards a vicious adtion. But, alas! he was ig- 

poffefled not^an addre/^,,^ 


Impreffing terror 
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relieving totn or a ourden, and givipg toe indulgence of 
religious ' 1 in at tip 'i^e time expreir« 

give Ms advice on pubEc His 

fticcecded on the unfufpefting mind of the prince* 
tfewigh he was frequently warned by . friends jof |he dtoger of 
confiding in a dhplacxwi minifteri ; and : cosa^ and 

dependant -m ^ government of d»ftri£ls, which, they yet en- 
joyed. Hte- nifenj cx)mmttMcatodrto.;flfa|{ge.. : ^hfl[WM '-i'advice which 
had ’ '.heSh ^ t; aid . &- 

apologias of Ma* 

’fctbht5J|%^y^T^timtt-'t^^ originally no defigns on Bengdt, 
hut wifhed only to be continued in the srovernment of BaW#i 


-f^e ■i.yftef hh^’ac- 

'--ti.' ’. ,■ ceffion, 


■aM^ Iho#' 'wly *<*0%;; as vl'';i^9 lue^d, 

' C}|^iU £lBfl$0C6 , hi the 

iffeft'hf a’^ymihl Wy of was iot^ 

>: the ’ ?||| 

xtot to he forgiven^ with bOtiow*' 





hktqry 0? 

ceffioB, Serferatiz Khan, who had not yet, received thf roy4 
grants of confirmation in his government, received intelligencf't 
from his agent at Dhely, that Mahabut Jung had employed 
emiffaries to bribe the iaipmai; minifters, and obt^ for him-^ 
felf the foubahdary o£u&i&ar*'itt^pendantly, if not of Bengal, 
It is moft probable ‘ that th& inlbrtB.I>tion 
of Dhely was 
nels made the emperor. 


as' -the oonrt 

become aotorioully corrupt j if^ weak- 

, on the vacancy of govemwenti deaf 
to jufter claims, and beftow the fucceffioa on him whofe forpe 
was the ftrongeft, as the only mode of preiWfiiig. an, acknuWi- 
ledgment of his authority. 

Serferanz Khan now began to be alarmed ; and, in order 
to reduce the troops 

iktibnei'- wft:h '! -ife 

l&xt" tried ' coiKiiatpif- .metres to : pud 

and. taken 'hedd -of * -m a 
pretence for febellion, under colour of the young lady’s having 
been already betrofihed to another, which made the propofal an 
indignity to the whole family, that ought to be revenged, 
ilajee Ahmud and his fons wrote heavy complaints of this in- 
fA to Mahabut Jung, affuring him, that the navob meant 

^and^^unlefs ^^he fhould ^ pjwwwt 

ed," and perhaps ;off itt (feVeii^mg '-their'' repotalK^ 
tyrant. To account for the feif-fecurity of Khap at 

?this period is impoffiblej for, though infQrm^f;^^ Mahab^ 
■Jung was encreafing his forces, and thit^|s^^'e&^ained 'tr^. 
'j|^|a^|e defigns, Hajee Ahmud and his fons' were left at.l|^i0f, 
.Khan, thp^^f^er: of ihe; ypimg 

feandb*tft‘the Ahniier fl;adod.‘-tdwank ''l^ke 







was loyal to his perfon and gg^ 
''^#nmefiti^ Wt- rdquefted that Ghofe Mahummud KJhan^lj^ 
•others, who Jbe knew had prejudiced the navob ag^infl: hin^, 

K e retTO^,^^fom -ccairt, that he piigBt-’l^ly-'Come a'nd 
refpe&?'’‘^*ii^‘'^iti^ ls%eft'’ slacks ;i^^*"rii|iees ’;wauld‘''’l6 
.pay.; the to# 'heett, detached 


tri- ndW iwas 
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to deprive him of his real friends, and render him a defence- 
lefs prey , to treachery; but, inftead of boldly continuing hh 
march, he imprudently oppofed art to art; in -which he was 
unequal. He feerjiingly algn^ed to the requefts of Mahabut Jung, 

, while he fent emillaries yvithjarge films to bribe his followers 
to delert.,fii(!ft/; but; .they betrayed.thefcisConjnj^ and the rebel 
taking immediate advantage of the mvohV|refjp:^ :ip. the fuc- 
cefs of his fcheme, while negotiations were depending, furprized 
his camp. Serferauz Khan was flain, it is fuppofed, by . the 
treachery of his attendants, in the beginning of the Hifl 

troops, after a very gallant refiftance, in which fucceis often 
remained doubtful, were defeated, and Mahabut Jung became 
by his viiftory,. foubahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa. Ser- 
ferauz- year _ ^nd , two months, 

bemg.m ^ 

happened in .the ' 

:#toff^.v4j^;iyftoc;hiS' viaoiy/.Mahabu^^^^ 

and jepainng firft to the apartments of Nuffeefa jBegum, dau^- 
ter to Shujah ad Dowlah, entreated her pardon for the daughter 
of her brother, and aflured her of his protection to herfelf and 
the furvivors of her family. ’ He then afcended the mufnud in 
the hall of audience, and his authority as foubahdar was ac- 

menfe' 'amount"' liy4^he laVi^g|'*''ci]f^^^^^^ther ^ 
had not been diminifhed, Mahabut Jung fcnt a con ^^ ^wtupees. 
.in money, and to the amount ' of feventy lacs ,; ^^ ^^ls', p.la|^ 
amd _rich goods, as an offering to the ^_in^ ‘f 

fern_^ for this mark . of obedience, fhortiy ^oh&rmedj^^.J^^' 
''»PiiB,'go\&Brnment of rfje, Arefe foqbahs’“pf 'i^ngal, 



nearer Cu% 

awdl'fitffefts.''' 'Idoori&ud Koollee Khan, jnfijy 
fearing o|^d&idn to Maliahiit Jung fruitlefs, would have 
lowed this advioe j but his wife and Baukir Khan, by threats of 
dfepriring hijte* i|F his wealth and imputations; of cowardice, 
l^il^flcd upon ''l®S.*-#‘gi5E%er the navob’s l^llm by iufults bitd 
Mahabitt ' Jis%':--'tfion thi^, ^his brother Ilajee 
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acquifitions. He conferred large fums on his relations and ad^ 
l?erents, and bellowed an ample gratuity on the troops. Having 
arranged the affairs of Bengal, he prepared to reduce Oriffi., 
which was as yet unfubdued to his government. 

Moorlhud Koollee Khan, deputy governor of Oriffa, fon kx 
law to Shujah ad Dowlah who had married the lifter of the 
kte navob, on his overthrow had at firft quietly acknowledged 
Mahabut Jung as foubahdar, and was continued in office ; but 
foon afterwards, at the Mitigation of bis wife and Ba|^ 
Khan, his fon in law^ who reproacted him with cowardice ia 
fubraittibg 'tO-' a",'feEd®or,, h® h».;'fallegttace, and pre- 

pa^,to'‘be^ge''tlfe mMdef '#"his brother’ in law; for which 
he levied an army, and invited the officers rf the |aie 
natob to Join his ftandaid againft the ufurper, ; 

Mahabut Jung, On intelligence of his defigns^ regarding 
dacHi' as -the -effe®: of ’afOW peaffijaiatt.; on .'^hss.aoiG^*’. was .wil- 
ling- -if pe^ife -to .wcld’a'-t^rpoase^,?*^ aduranee 

flmt.lfe’ had 
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On intelligence of his approach, Moorfhud Koollee Khan 
having fnmmoned his friends to a confaltation, laid his fabre 
before them, and after inveighing againft the ufurpation and 
treachery of Mahabut Jung, declared his intentions of oppofing 
him, Ihould they be firm in fiipport and attachment i but otherwife, 
to retire to fome place of fecurity with his fiimily.^ The affem- 
bly unanimoufly ^ured him of th§^r fidelity a^'/readinefs to 
engage in war, and the chiefs of the airmy at his requefl: re- 
girt the fabre round his waift. After this, he moved from 
Cuttac, and encamped in a ftrong fituition, furrounded jty thick 
woods and a river, fortifying his camp with nearly three hun- 
dred pieces of cannon, 

ptdde of diflcwighig Wm^'^m his feiiure^poltM^^^^ 
ation his feppli^j^^^ith 

beih^ ' l^oorfoud ' KooUee Khan, cutting- ' ||| ' 
convoys, fo that the troops foon began to murmur. Meer-: 
za Baukir Khan, learning the diflatisfadion of the navob’s 
army, contrary to the remonftrances of Moorfhud Koollee Khan, 
at length imprudently moved from his camp and offered bat- 
de j which was gladly accepted by Mahabut Jung. The en- 
gagement ws® long and bloody, but finally decided in favour 
of ht k^^,'^d chief, 

from '' wiience'' '"they embarhid’‘^^^o^''^^^'and’ ' aSved ‘jfrfely '' 
at Maflulipatam, on the Coafi: of Coromandel, where -^^I'^re 
generoufly received by the fojcdaur, Anwer ad Dieif..,' i^^h ,' The 
raja of Ruttepore, on the borders of Orilla, bC theif 

flight, with a magnanimous humamty detachei^^ force to Cuyl 
brought oflf their femilies' 'and treafure in fafety to his 
Voh, 'll*’ . ‘ S”f''i'' ■ • ' 
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refidcnce, where he delivered them to Baukir Khan, who 
Cent to receive them. 


Mahabut Jung after his vidory marched to Cuttac, and hav- 
ing arranged the affairs of the province, entrufted the govern- 
ment to his nephew Sowlut Jung, one of the fons of Hajee 
Ahmud. He then returned to Moorfhudabad, and employed 
himfelf in regulating the concerns of Bengal, in which he con- 
fulted the eafe and fatisfadion of the public. To the women 
and dependants of the laA navob he granted liberal allowances, 
and allotted them lands and houfcs at Dacca, where they re- 
tired. Nuffeefa Begum, filter to Alla ad Dowlah, haying accepted 
the fuperintcndance of the Imram of Shawamut Jung, vm treated 
with thei higheft refpedl, and the revenue of the ‘Kliau4 Ta- 
look and all eflates bought by her grandfather, Jaffier Khan, 
left at her difpoftl. A foo-df ter brother’s* horn on the day 
of hk death, whtttci flwt had adopted, was permitted to refide 
with hcfi, and treated with parental ftwodnefs hy Mahabut Jung 
and hk nephew. - ’ . ‘ , 
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With natives of Cuttac, who, for the fadsfadion of Hving at 
home, accepted of a trifling falaiy. Thefe men were fecretly 
attached to the late governor, whofe fon in law now refided 
on the borders of' the provm^,; in liopes of opportunity oJFer- 
ing to renew his attempts; of Sowlut Jung be- 
commg diily ' more oppreffive to the" i^oplc, they at length 
invited Moorihud Koollee Khan to return j but he was too ibnd 
of his prefent retirement to hazard his peribn, and rejefted their 
oflers. They then had recourfe to Baukir Kh^^ who gladly 
accepted their promifes of fupport } and meafures were lb fecretly 
contrived, that Sowlut Jung was fuddenly taken prifoner in his 
palace in a general infurredion of the people, and delivered to 
Baukir Khan, who ,aflumed the' eover of Cuttac. 


• ,, rvianaput jttng, on inteiligencc of thisX <§»bht. '..A^ 

Jang, apprehaifive fii 

laiety ^ theif “&n, would have prevailed upon him to give 
up Orifla to Baukir Khan on promife of allegiance, and at- 
tributed his fuccefs to aids he had received from Nizam al 
Moolk, whom it would be impolitic to difpleafe, as it might 
bring upon him the force of Dekkan and lols of Bengal ^ but 
he paid no attention to their advice. In a fhort time his forces 

he had ordered them- to make confiderable addition ijb their 
corps, and promifed a reward of a lac of rupees perfon 

S thMrr captivity! Sd 

ditJnrn r ^ corps, to give two hibnths pay ad- 

each man. , ' ' ' . ' ^ ^ 


Baukir 
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Baukir Khan, on the approach of the navob, entrenched, 
himfeif on the banks of the Mahanuddee ; but having little 
hope of fuccefs againft fo powerful an enemy, font off hL bag- 
gage and family to Dekkan. Refolved that Sowlut Jung fliould 
non liirvive his defeat, he placed him in a covered * rutt under 
the charge 'of two Moguls, who Had orders to kill him, Ihould- 
the troops of Mahabut Jung purfue and come up with them. 
To make his death the furer, he privately ordered the efcort of 
horfe who guarded the carriage, on the approach of an enemy, 
to thruft their fpears into it, and dedroy both fie vidim and 
the exe<m%n€M^,'';'^ha6at'Jung^'att^ed^l^^ entrenchments of 

. by his troops, 

t^mjlM^in&iSated to make refiikncej and the vi!acai«!,„pur- 
fned fo clofely, that they fpeedily overtook the efcort of Sowlut 
Jung, when numerous ipears were thruft into the carriagci. 
and one of the Moguls was killed, but Sowlut Jung efcaped 
unhurt, by the wounded man’s filling upon him. The other 
Mogul Was flightly wounded, and made ^ while the 

purfuers were releafing their '^r^cdvered isl^ Jung 

living returned thanks ibr-.his- 'of 
'iis'''hephew from' foch’',. 
cqnfiderahlfe , 

'iliudabad,\npfe’ him again with 
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the amufement of hunting on the way ; .but this calm was 
fuddenly overcafl: by ftorms» which threatened his deftruaion,' 
and the defolation of the provinces. 


Mahabut was encainped i^ar^hdi^pQre, when in^TL 

gence arrived /that Bolkar Piindit had been dftac^d by Rago- 
jee Bhofelah, the Mharatta chief of Berar, at the head of fox'ty 
thoufand horfe, to demand the *choute of Bengal, and, was 
rapidly advancing towards him; but the navob, not exped:ing 
that they would enter by Orilla, was little alarmecl at the re- 
port, as he had received advice of their intention to pafs through 
Bahar, and had intended on his return to the capital to take 
meafures to resfift them, for which he . fancied he ihould have 
ample time -A 

however, »■ was^ miftafeen^ivas^ 
die enemy was ;within _twenjQf,opJ[s^,of his. 
upon-.^vi&dfatied.-fais. m#^,, to^'j.^kdwan, 
y®ndy^’’'to''tipice 'in it his heavy ^ haggle, and engage 
Mharattas. Shortly after his arrival they appeared, and laid wafte 
the environs of the camp with fire and fworid- Some Ikirmiflies 
took place with little lofe on either fide ; the enemy, whole 
objed was plunder only, not chufing to rifk a general adion. 
Some da 3 ?s paifed in this manner, when Bofkar Ra©w propofed 
cvacuath^ Clijie .country . fer a contribution of ten lacs of rupe^, 
but ‘ 

force. He ifiued orders for ihe’^eateff '|«rt"of the h «^ |f^l 
gage and camp followers to remain at Burdwan^ ^ 

as they were too much alarmed to trufl: theimlely^^“t|ie, town^; 
but the cbnfequence of their difobedience was 
the fiaR: day *8 march, the Mharattas fiirrptmd^ the Hney^j a i ^ .*: 




« A part o£ the revenues^’ wHch- 
provipcc* Thiah claim is .explained in the accenrii: Efelton* 



iiil 


lefs than five thoufand fighting men, had the mortification of 
loiing the chief part of his baggage, artillery, and tents.. When 
he ||alted far the night, only a fmall tent could be procured 
for his reception. He now difpatched a mefienger widi ofiera 
to pay the ten lacks of rupees to the hdharattas ^ but Bolkar 
Raow refufed, and demanded a » corore, -with all the elephants 
belonging to the navob. Mahabut Jung refufed fuch degrading 
conceffions, and the next day proceeded on his march, which 
was haralled as ufual, and what little Imggage remained fell a 
prey to the enemy s who, however, could make no impreflion 
on the main body, and were often repulfed from the charge. 
For three days a running fight was kept up, during which the 
greateft diftrefs for provilions and flicker ftom heavy rain was 
experienced by the troops of Pilahabttt Jung. On the fourth he 
reached Cutwa, which the Mharattas had laid and de- 

magazines, of grain by Ifirej but enough remained, 
though in a parched ftate^ to he-i an acceptable fepjdy to an 
army almoft perhhhig wifli hniger, : : tlus 

on the bank. ;of 

capital^ Jung joined him ex- 

a '.’conM^able reinforcement, and plentiful fup- 
|te' dt |)rovifions from the oppofite bank of the river, whieh 
Wfc: yet unmolefted by the enemy. 

ge^ral, from, tlw fear dF pafll 
who had fo gal- 
retreated to ■Berax,;, but 
Mahabut Judge's, -who bad 'Been 

K Si^^^ftraefeeptfed the fervice of the Mharattas ad- 

*^Upwar(Ig of a' milliWi fteriing. 
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vMcd him to remain, oiFering to provide fubfiftance for his army, 
and to guide a detachment to Moorfhudabad, which might eafily 
be plundered, it being unfortified, Boikar reliihed his propofal, 
and entrufted him with the ccanmand of fome thouland Wfe. 
The navob, ha?iag Mit^Ui^nce of this defign, left Cutwa, spid 
haftened to tlie capital, where he arriycdj W:^ day^^^ Meer 
Hubbeeb, who had already plundered' the fubtirbs, elpecially the 
factory of Juggut Sect, to the amount of three lacs of rupees. 
On .the arrival of Mahabut Jung he retreated, and prevailed on 
Boihar to encamp at Cutwa for the rainy feafon ; and the navoh, 
fatisfied with having preferved the city from plunder, deferred 
further operations till he could recruit his army, and ftrengthen 
the capital by new works. The enemy, while the fords per- 
mitted, wo -or 
not many 

lageSjfi 'tiil the fwelling of ihe Bhaugruttee’C#riSB^i>P^e^' 
oppofiter.fbpre.. 'Baring-- the ,ra&s, "Bo&ar Tundit, -1^'’ nSea^'-^; 

hunfelf of Hughfy, Injalee, and ^ 
the diflxidts of Burdwan and Midnapore as fo as Balafore, alfb 
Bheerbhoom, Raujefhawee, and Raujem'ahalj fo that, except 
Moorihudabad and its environs, nothing remained to the navob 
weft of the Ganges in Bengal; hut the diftri<fts to the eaft of 
that river afforded him ample refources. The inhabitants of 
the::?Wpitai, during the rainy feafon, for the moft part mev«| 
with their ■ t^;;r.Gauog£|::,-!|^^ 

feculity.'' The'jE^bi^* tteafur^"- Mahabut ■' 
Jung and his relations, were alfo fent over that river^ j^jw^ 
dagauree, under the care of Shawamut Jung, who‘^,tR||^id , to 
die' capital after he had provided a place of faf^^^^rdicm. 

;Miahabut Jung pafled the rainy feafon new levies ' 

and ' encouraging his troops j to whom he diftrihuted, ten laics 
of rupees, which he had promifed them; . 
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the Rdharattas. The dry weather had not yet commenced, 
when he marched firom Moorlhudabad, and crofled the Bhaug- 
ruttee over a bridge of boats, without oppofition from the ene- 
my, who frill continued in their camp at Cutwa, which was 
divided from the navofa*s army by a deep rivulet, much fwollen 
by the rains. Mahabut Jung during the night ordered a bridge 
of boats to be thrown acrofs it, which was done without being 
perceived by the enemy. About midnight, Meer, Jaffier Khan, 
Mufrapha Khan, and other chiefs, at the head of a chofen 
body, began to crofr. Half of this detachment had^ l^ 
reached the oppofite bank, when a boat in the middljp of the 
bridge was loofened, and fiink by , the weight of pafengers; 
and tte troops in the rear preiing on, numbers were puCbed 
in and drowned, beibre the accident was difcovered. Six hun- 
dred men are laid to have perilhed in this manner j but fuch 
was the ardour of the troops and oonduifi: of, IVikhabut Jung, . 
that the accident was foon repaired, and by daylight the Whole 
army had crofled, and prepared to* attack the enemy. Bolkar 
Ilaow was lb intimidated at thfe bcW unexjjefted meafure, 
that he fled with the* utmaft precipitation* ^ving great part 
. rf his . Imggagc and , 'him j hpt ^ 

'■of :fe but ''in 'vain, his 

iTOOifi 'WaW approach. He continued his re- 

-;;t^V.^::4fe''''Wc»d8 of l^acheet, and was followed by Mahaput 
;& ejofely, that finding it impoffible to gain the pafles by 
rput^+l^l^changed it, by advice of Meer Hubbeeb, and 
^ttrned fo as to deceive his pur- 

^^^Und of ‘Chunderkoona into 

packed a fbfce againft 
. was bifr ' ifl ■ defended'' by ' "troops j and' fhe 'gtWer- 
|jAor,‘M^^|l|J^an»,/laflily marching out with his Tmall force, 

, ' Mahabut 


liSfil 
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Mahabut Jung having at laft procured intelligence of the 
change of the enemy’s route, marched back, and haftened to 
Burdwan. From thence he advanced to Midiiapore, where Boikar 
Raow, encouraged by his late fucccfs againft Mafoom Khan, gave 
him battle, but was defeated with great daughter, and fled by 
way of Cuttac; to the. borders of his own «ottintiy. The navob, 
not thinking it neceflaty to purfue beyond his own territories, 
now completely evacuated by the enemy, having entrufted the 
government of Cuttac to Abd al Ruflbol Khan, returned triumph- 
antly to his capital. The emperor Mahummud Shaw, as a iaark 
of approbation, now conferred upon him the title of ® Hifhara 
ad Dowlah, with a khelaut, fword and dagger fet with jewels, 
alfo a firpeach and collar of pearls. The title of ’’Itilham ad 
Dowlah was C€atferred^<^,,^,|J^wajw|';|^ ad 


.Ijj^orce of the 'ftate, 

^ Eminent in the ftate« 

* Hegnlator of the flate» 
' Digpifier of the flate. 
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had feleded fome pieces of artillery and elephants belongmg 
the deputy governor for his own ufe, without the confent 6f 
MAabdt Jungj and he not rclHhing. fuch adls of authority in an 
auxiliary,* was much oiFended, fo that a coolnefs took place be- 
tween themj and had not Suffder Jung thought proper to re- 
treat, in all probability an open rupture would have foon fucceeded 
his refufal. 


The attempts of the Mharattas on Bengal did not end with 
the defeat of Bolkar Raow. Ragojee Bhofela, enraj^ at the 
repulfe of his general, immediately prepared a new army, at the 
head of which he entered Bengal wiAodt delay. At the lame 
time, «Ballajce Raow, the principal Mharatta chi^, advanced 
with a conhderable force to receive payment of a di^ of ‘‘eleven 
lacs of rupees, given by the emperor on Mahabut Jnng, but with 
profe^yi declarations of avoiding his afliftance to him againft 
the former, by orders from Dhely. Ragojee having entered tfe 
country by way of Beerboom, fixed has head <juarters in the 
diftria Burdwan, whale i to 

foe bank of foe BhaUgimfree,, ’not' very 'capitafl. Ma- 
lAtel Jung advimced-fo.'mw^ 
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regard , to Mahummud Shaw’s approbation or diflike of the con- 
dudl of Mahabut Jung. Both armies now marched to expeil 
Ragojee from Burdwan, and continued together for fome days, 
when Ballajee, not liking the dow movement of the Bengal troops, 
took upon Jdn^^f die punhhii^ll^ pC, the. Berar chief, and left 
|he ^ i;^V!ob.j.^,|Ug<^ee-ficd, , a§ he„a4yance^ „fo, his pwa country j 
and Wbhkbnt Jung, having thus pruden% cfe^ld the, provinces 
of his enemy, returned to Moorfliudabad e but though he did 
not in this campaign fuffer lofs in the field, that of the revenue 
was great, as the unfortunate inhabitants of thg pil- 

lages were plundered without mercy by both the Mharatta 
armies s nor were their calamities yet at an end from the in- 
vaders. . 


iKSad-of treaty to 

. done Ballajee*' **,’ hlalkbat;' ‘ 

they: approach moved with his armf^, ai^ epcamf^d . at ,w|&- 
kkra, only ten miles from his capital, having it hi contempla- 
tion to take advantage of the defire his enemy had for money 
to allure the principal chiefs to an interview by promifes of 
large fums, and cut them off by treachery; which, if effeded, 
he cx»ld €^y , an ^my deprived of its leaders. Wi^i 


uivitataon to Boikar Raow to c©jt®fr<'’#'^'lp'iM6Tiriew, 
terms of friendftiip be accepted. Bojfkar Raow 
contributions} to which the agents readily confen£e( 
he would vifit Mahabut Jung, who at the frine tuii 
him friendly letters and valuable prefents. 

Bathi, blinded avarice, ccasfented, and a day was 
Thp.’«vob.lmviag^'€!«33(u»uia^ 


provi<]^d 



; ^ ; ■' : 


Cutwa with the greateft part of his aitny, and on his arrival 
near the navob’s encampment, leaving his troops drawn up in 
order of battle, advanced with other principal <;hiefs and his 
attendants. The Bengal troops were drawn up to receive 
him. Near the tent of audience he difmounted, and entered the 
enclofure of Ikfecns with his , companions, fupported by Mufta- 
pha Khan arwi Raja Janegee Ram, who foon after, however, 
contrived to quit him. Mahabut Jung eagerly enq)|ired as he 
advanced, which was Bolkar Raow? and on his being pointed 
out, cried out with a loud vokje* ** Cut down the infidel/' In 
an inftant the appointed band ruflied on their victims, and Bc^har 
Raow, with nineteen officers of rank, were flaughtered. The 
mvob now mounted his ^dephant, 4ad putting Ifimfetf the 
head of his troops, forioofly 'Ciiarged 'ffie/Mhfti^tta w 
nor expedittg »an attack and'de|«ived;:io£ ; ffiekr\.g^erals,,; -was 
^routed in an 

Cutwa, ffiek fl&i&g* ibU: ''under the 
ettemandi j^/Ib®w^biWauf/''wfe uniformly refufed to ac- 

the interview. Being informed of .the. 
general, he fled with precipitation, and evacuated 
t|^^|l^h<»#^||^hout attempting to revenge the maflacre. Ma- 
'tPi^^^gt'^oorffiudabad j ,and having ^ diffiibuted 

■:» . .iu' the com- 

; . viabr^’*. '.Ifejee’ Ahmud^.about 
1^^ '. . 'biother. for .refufipg him the 

had a. greater than he. 
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could expend, and the office he delired was conferred on his 
own fon Sowlut Jung, who had been without any confequential • 
employment fince his unfortunate adminiftration at Cuttac, re- 
tired in difguft to Patna, where he devoted himfelf in his old 
age to fenfuaV enjoyments,, . , , , . 

Mahahut Jung, now freed from foreign j,;encimes, was affidu- 
oufly employed in the regulation of his provinces, . and forming 
plans for the repair of that defolation which the Mharattas had 
fpread through all die diftrids weft of the river Ganges but 
a ftorm foon arofe within his own dominions, which was more 
threatening to his power than the armies of Dekkan. He had, 
in order to attach his chiefs to his intereft during the war, 
been lavifo of hisi^ foyoms, ,, aiid , more fo of prcs^^ of future 
rev?ard8-|' lME«'whaiCh.^i 
■thlOB^'sf'.whidi gave..offeitce-„fo inany,.' 
principal ^nerah'^JMttftapha,', KJ^% ,, , 

• . .. . ... ^ figW; 

Muftaipha Khan had been conftantl^ the chief counfellor and 
a^nt of Mahabut Jung. To his fidelity and valour he in great 
meafure owed his acquifition of the mufhud of Bengal, and his 
fuccefs over the Mharatta invaders. To hk addrefs he was 
indebted alfo for the decifive, but treacherous blow, given to 
his enemies,, by the late afiaffination of Bolkar Raow and his 
officers^; laft fervice, W hadpp^^i^_ 

and*'!bn 'm' k\v^ Hybar jupg, preffi;^^^ 

performance of his promife, and in fuch a mannea. ^ .'^^ fawed 
he rather efteemed himfelf the partner in authc^^Mp^ ^rvant 
of the navob. He interfered alfo, by his rec^^^ations 
perfons to -office, with the plans of Mahabql:,.Ji||^,''jWl:^ 
eft' tn^y fa'votits to his. -ipi^a^aity, but evejcy .'.'complia^^^Mf ' 

, iaf&ntl^' fijcceeded by OeW 
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danger of becoming a tool in the hands of his general, a fitua- 
tion which his high fpiiit could not brook. To fuch a pitch 
had Muftapha Khan carried his influence, that the zemindars of 
Bengal, when the dewan, or revenue collectors, puflied them 
for payment, or enforced arrangements, they did not chufe, 
however neceflary and juft, bribed him to Ikreea them from 
the refentment of the navob j who, to pleafe his minifter, (whona 
he wiflied not to difguft in a fcafon of danger) too often re* 
pealed his own orders, to the injury of his treafury and autho- 
rify, infomuch that the civil officers of government became of 
little conlequence in the eyes of the. renters. Mahabut Jung 
bore .with, , evil k . WfS becoming- '.dangerous j but on the 

’ of 'iialto, he wm ot'Uged to 
own conduct in a finaikr fituation, that 
Muftapha Khan would finally direa the force which that go- 
vernment would give him, agaicdl h% patron, as he himfelfhad 
done againft the unfortunate Alia ad Dtowkh. JHe endcatvttoed, 
however, by every naeans to fotisfo hirn for Ids bres^h of pro- 
m„ife, .but' 'ip,. eftabliffi 

faid, that 

Klfol^g 'W*.,4lwSna|fop_ they each could make 

, ‘feid which, perhaps, both watched an 
Appearances of regard were however 
ivob. and his general } but the latter now 
in his vifits to court. At lengffi, an 
which' prckluced an open 


nt brou, 


3g -to pay his reQjeds to the 
of his principal officers, to 




HISTORY OF BENGAL. 

obfer?e the ftate of the audience chamber, and remark if there 

were figns of treachery againft himj a precaution he had ufed* 

fince the coolnefs had taken place. The officers having made 

their obeifance to the prince, lat down to wait the arrival of 

the general, whefl> 3 ^ dnhounced> a eunuch came 

from the ’inf&»i apartments, informed 

his B^gum was fuddenly taken ill, and fee ^ thp 

navob rofe up, and, retiring, defired that the officers would ex- 

cufe him for a few minutes to their gener^, 4t tip 

the tread of feet and uncommon ruftling was 

paflage to the haram, which the officers, ever fufpicious of 

treachery, fuppofing to proceed from armed men concealed to 

aiiaffinate ^^t^eir Ipr^,^^ .and ^tte ^ departure giving ^ colour to 

de%p -hatoiig_.^;prccipitat%’ to*'hi8'*;c|u^c^ 

return/''' tiiough the. navobj who had" a^Etyfoa' 
inffitntaneouily come back to the chamber of audience, dhpate^-" 
ed after him his nephew Shawamut Jung to inform him that 
he was waiting to receive him, and anxious tO enquire the 



iv 


teTOur’ to the lo^l chiefs and their followers j but, not willing 
to hazard the lafety of his capital by proceeding to extrenuti^ 
againft the rebel, was content to gtmd the city from infult, 
and wait patiently for his departure. At length* Muftapha lOm 
having uled every art, but without effbd, to corrupt the army, 
marched from Moorfhudalwi with wp^r^ of eight thoufand 
horfe dnd' a great number' cl’''fooli,! h^vfog 'prevh^y^fot fire 'to 
hi® csmtomehts,^ 

the greatercsjSfc' 'for. their i^li^^^^pfoperty, received new life 
Irotid toiviiepifturc.- , having liberally rewarded his 
for their fidelity, jparticularly Serdaur Khan, Rahim Kimth 
Igid ihtimflieer Khan, who had been gained over from joining 
‘‘ 'rebe1^''^5^prepared to purfue him. After a few days, 
the -‘his' nephew Shawamut Jung,-. -he 

to Hybut Jung, 

gag^ B^^^l be' 'il^ill^aiid' ..'iiT, he ,tiiought that city not-' defen- 
fible, liver, aiRi' tnove down the oppofitc bank, till 

“ jtinaion with his grand army. ; . 
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time commanding him, 4 s he was refolved to leave his fervice, 
to quit his dominions. Muftapha Khan, emboldened by the 
readhicfs with which the navob iatisfied his demands, and re- 
garding it as a proof of weakneft and fear, made propoials to 
the i^haun commanders of corps to depofo Mahabut ' JUng, 
and divide his territories equally among them- Shumflieer Khan, 
a confiderable chieft agreed to join him j but the reft, as Serdaur 
Khan, Rahim Khan, and others, declined, faying,- that if Mahabut 
Jung had injured him by withholding his juft demand,- ^ey would 
readily have afiifted him in enforcing redrefs j to mutiny 
for no caufe, or behave ungratefully to their be^^ftor, they 
eftmued bafe 'aiid difoon^lisMei -'•.|rW’'f»vob took‘;l?are to im- 
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Muftapha Khan having plundered ^Raujemahal, and taken 
fome elephants and cannon Rationed there to his own ufe, pro- 
ceeded to Monghyr, of which he gained polTeffion with little 
lofs, the fortrefs being in a minous ftate. . He next advanced 
towards Patna|/it^ng;m,nia^^ an of that citys 

but intej%^«i,,;^%^defe$pn haying Teac^jHy^li^t. Jung, who 
was then:.ei]^;agcd Jn fome operations, on, thi^' ?d|ii^*|’fh»8aak of 
the Ganges, he returned expeditioully, and. encamped near the 
town, refolved, notwithftanding the contraiy advice of ins. uncle 
the navob, to oppofe the enemy, however fuperior % niun-f 
her. He difpatched a meffenger to Muftapha Khan, deiiring to 
know his intentions, declaring, that if they were to feize the 
city, he muft produce the imperkl orders for his condud, be- 

t fehabut, ' 'and as ' 

** fcripture ikith, ‘ Territory is for him who .ean conquer it/f 
“ there was no occafion for the imperial, grant.” He conclud^i 
by alking, “ By what authority was ' his uncle fuppQrted in feiz- 
“ ing Bengal, and murdering his fovereign Serferauz Khan ?’*, . 


;Hybut Juug,^m^f,,intjmi4a^^^ rebel’s 'approach, pre* 

raifed In a' ' huri^! '^d^'nexp^ri^ce^ ^irny 

'VoL. II. ■ U 'U'- . ' ■ 


* Huftapha Khan was a Soonni, the fedaries of whic^^B^aTOCates 
the juftice the fucceffion to the prophet of the' thiw^.j^^^^^Ahoubt 
OiUar,'- »nd Ofmaun, in prejudice to;. A ie^ - tiie law. Mab 

Sheea ■whu'-r^rS-f^Jee-'M 'ihe'fuccefl&r^^'tjie prop 
and even hk ^ual in holin^l . The .a mi»n,g them even fay, 

God commiffioned the angel Gabriel to deliver his revelation to Ale^ hut , 
he, by miftake, gave it to Mahummud. . ‘i : y 
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ed, and attacked his camp without delay j when Hybut Jung 
was defeited by all his troops, except a few hundred veterans 
who guarded liis perfon, on the firft onfet. Muftapha Khan 
was furioufly charging this fmall body, when his elephant dri^ 
ver being killed by a mufquet £hot, the animal because , un-. 
ruly, and at the tame time two of his principal officers, Oudal 
Shaw 'and Hakeem Shaw, were mortally wounded- Unable to 
manage his elephant, he alighted in order to mount a horfe i 
but his -troops, on miffing him ifrom his ‘howdah, fuppofed 
him flain, were feized with a panic, and retreated ia confufion 
towards their own camp. Muftapha Khan endeavoured in vain 
1^., riEy -and-'-cijgivla#*: ennor, but was obliged to 

with the repdfe of the enemy, and re^S %i&in 
w hues. A diftant cannonade and flciraftfliing was kept up 
for /even days between the two armies, but oh the eighfti, the 
mbel, after off his bagga^^ and to 

the w^ward of Patna, again attacked the Hnetf of %but Jung, 
wto defoi^d his poft With gaHaati^ fed i Muftapha 

Jynan, ftiU unfiatim^i' ha was 

***■ defigns on Pat* 

of Bahar. He was foori 
uufted ftjrces of the navob and his nephew •#«& 
till he had pafled the borders into the territories 
chuling -to hazard, an engagement, a«''>h& 

the lofe^pfteif 


A ’ftat, m 4ephants, 
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walls of Ae fiartefs of * Chunar, and Mahabut Jung did not 
chnfe to run the rilk of embroiling himfelf with the navob of 
Oude by carrying the purfuit into his dominions. 

The navob had i fcarodiy 1*0 Patna, when he received 

mtelligeTOii'-fliatsi'lUgojee' Bhofek,; eiicoum^..iy,,alfurai^ of 
affillauice' froiti Muftapha Khan, and .eagcf 'tp'i^wil^t^f'.aj^ffin- 
atioa^^ ®o&^ Raow and his officers, had mawhed Jovs'ards Ben*. 
gal with a large army, and was rapidly advw^^ing. jMfaihabuc 
Jung, leaving Hybut Jung to defend Bahar and 
tions of the rebel, haftened to Moorflaudabad for the deforce 
of that city, and prevent, if poffible, a junfldon of the Mha- 
lattas with Muftapha Khan. At the iame time he fent an 
ambafodcff 
bat 

tioi,' ' 'fod ; offiacs ' . df . navch to 
mandcd . the crwai^; 

Mahabut .-Ji»g,!'ih^gh -^m' 

to con^^ to terms fo exorbitant and dilhoworyble, yet'^wiffia^ 
to ga»s ^sre, in hopes that the rainy feafon, ©ow* nc^, trouSi 
ftop the Mharatta from adtion, and allow him .efie£liiaily to 
punifli Muftapha Khan, inftruded his ambaffador to amuiie Ra- 
gojee with profefiions of compliance. In confequence of this, 
nea%W 9 @ ,iii^£i^,,»^e:cwaftcd ia. negotiation atBurdwaii, whete 


death of Mufopha Khanj addithw^^^ -ito 

former force invaded .Bahar, thinking to make it.(||M^iiciaa*i 
queflr, as the .invafion of the -Mharattas would .^p^Hp&CJCbiirs 
bpiig foit from .Bengal j hut the; ■ abilities , ■ of 

Kyiu^ijtmg prmikd , ,4-^Bl£% '. 

. » planar 'is' a diftriSt in 

having been. the refuge of Mr. Haflings during the Sing. 

•* Three millions fterling. 
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Tfie navob, who had continued at his capital in order, to 
convince Ragojee that he >iras fincere in his defire of peace, 
now ordered his, ambaiTador to return, and fent h?n| this vaunt- 
ing meflage: " Thofe who feek peace from an enemy, are 
** guided Hther by a fenfe of their own lofs or inferior]^, or 
“ hopes of advantage j but, praifed be God, the heroes of the 
faiA feel no dread of encountering infidels. Peace therefore 
« depends upon this. When the lions of Iflaum fhah fo engage 
** the monfters of idolatry, that they ^all fwitn in the blood 
“ of each other, and ftruggle till one party ihall, overpowered, 
“ beg fo|,qnart^^ Ragojee replW, “ that to obtain this cri§s, 
he .Jpd., aheMy~'"gi ^^g^|^sA|tfa jlpuland miles' from his 

do. him the honours of a meeting.” hi^abut Jung 
rejoined, that the rainy feafon being arrived, and Ragc^ee 
<* having fuffered fatigne and^iB«^onvenieace frpm hi? long , parjih, 
it would be prudent for him to %end t^ iiKlement 
f*, ia4bp|e^ convenient fpot, dbat hi®,.itroo|^ t#Sht refrefh, and 

he would 
his, , Jominions.” 


feafon of 1158, Mahabut jhng 
marched from his capital to offer battle to the enemy. . .. %fgp - 
jee had by this time moved into Bahar, in order to form , a 
jun<£lion( V^feite' “^e remains of Muftapha Khan’s adherents, , who 
•i^|| .continued!^t^^|^^^...t|]i©,-hi%. part of ..that province ..under 
.KhanjHtf^’'.4p»5^e:%e!^eds!ehief,.,?^ Khan, 

a,-|>iwii^pai ofiker, . .but , into. the. open 

countj^’. '1^^. The . iiavob| not being able to overtake the 
iyQiaratt^>ilt|| 3 ®amped at(,. Baaktpore, a ihort, difence wefr of 
% feme ti«k 5 hut pn hearing tjbt-the enemy hUd 
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crolTed the Soane to join the Afghauns, he proceeded to Mohih 
Aleepore, on the banks of that river. 


Ragojee having effected his purpofe of joining the rebels, 
advanced towiards -th^’ 'Mvbfe's ai*ijf.via great force, and feveral 
engagement fook '|>lace, m all: whieh was vidoriotis, 

particularly in one, when ' the Mharatta general Was fo com- 
pletely furrounded that he muft have been taken prifoner, had 
not Shumfheer Khan and Serdaur Khan, two; of Mahabut ’ Jung’s 
officers, who were privately negotiating a 

my, purpofely let him efcape. This difeovery of treachery 
alarmed the navob, and he again offered terms to the Mha- 
ratta, but Ragojee would not accept them 5 and feeing no ad- 

^.'Kfbdffondabai^ of ' being ' 

hefore.'the ‘^^'Wht^nld'feach'Je-'With' -his* 

■■■l!K)W##|*'nlCp^='wiffi'foch'expedidcja;'' that---he anrited' 
day after the enemy, who had only time to ravage part %f %e 
fuburbs, and retreated, on his approach, acrols foe river" Bhau- 
gruttee. The navob followed Ragojee to Cutwa, near which 
he obliged him to engage, and defeated him with great daugh- 
ter, when the Mharatta retreated towards Midnapore. Here, 
hahring recayed - intelligence of infurredions in his owh countJT^ 


of Cuttacj upon which the narob, : ^^^g up for 
the recovery of that province, returned to his capite 
to refreih his troops and corredt fome abufes.?»^u< 
difeovered among his principal officers, ^ • 

hit-. - • 

. "'Slrfeas been aheady^in€®fk^d,iiAatiSeiAiir-’'-'^^a«i 
jQieer Khan,;. during tbe’-'oampaign had 
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^lien thdy might have made Mm prifoner. Hie Mvob had 
alfo, while the Mharattas were in the neighbourhood of the 
capital, entrufted the proteffcion of the roads between it and 
Be^waungolah, from whence the city was MrnMied fup- 
pli^s from the diftrifts eaftward of the Ganges, to thofe officer^ 
who, Oither through negledt c«r defign, allowed the maraudera 
mord than once to plunder the convoya. The navob, upon this, 
removed tfedm from that dutyv which he entnifted to his nephew 
Sowlut JuOg, who fulfilled k to his fafr8fri<3ion, and intercepted 
letters from Ragojed to the fomier commanclers, wMch faoved 
their conniwnde. Mahabut Jung lad con^fed his fufpicions 
till the retreat csf -ifep to Moor- 

diddaba«^*«^ lte‘''^Si&iiffed‘«ll5era 'With their followers, abmt fiat 
thohfand mefe, from his fervice, but allowed them to retire td 
fr^'diomes in the difrrid of Durbunga, on the earflern fide of 
Ae fc^es, in the province of Bahar. In this feafoa ^ fiem* 
j^tfy were Oel^rated the marriages d[ Ms gfand&n, 

and -Iktauni' ad Dowlah, fon-fei ^sdie late navob 
ilJia''>‘lld*0oWliait,-'*wfeO'^'l*aii -hy-r'S^ Infw, 


of 'thefe nuptials, the 
i^siii pagearks, and grand proceHons 
frill Ipoken of with admiration by 'lift 


^TOg%1ifr,'-’'by ; ’way of encodi^ment. 


fame perfon who, after the deceafe of M^hut Jaiig, hy the affll- 
acqaired the mufliud of Boo^l, 
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of Injalee. Mklnapore, in addition to the 
oiEce of paymafter general. Meer Jaffier, on his arrival at Mid- 
napore, defeated a fpiali body of the enemy, when, being rntich 
adcii<aed to Inxp^.atid i|id«)|epcf, he did not p^rfpe his adf 
vantage, but, ''tTOp^TiniO'i^toipilie thongb the navoh 

ordere4-'iIm;'fe'-.^«eed to CuttS^-' with^.?df3^3V..^^f?r^ the fpe- 
py c^pM be.,r®infi>ticed from/.Berar^ of,. which, 

Janojee, was’ preparing for a ftelh* > At Ifpgth, the 

expe£ted Mharatta army entered Cwttac, 
chufing to hazard the defence of Midnapbt®, 

Burdwan, when die advanced party of the enepy, ohferving 
Ms pufillanimity, hung upon Ms rear, and plundered his bags 
gage of fevera,! elephants, ]V|ahabt^t • Juiig, ppon tMs, d%atched 


p' ishMi ,Me;bsdib^' 

foretold by a fenatic ofilcer in his fervicfi . whp, 
the gift of prophecy, he thought the prefent a proper occahon 
to affume independance. For this purpofe, ' hp enchiJiyoured to 
corrupt Meer JafHer by a promife of the government of Bahaji 
if he WQ»ld aflift in depofing the navofa. IVfeer Jaffier at^ hrft 

repo^a§cei^^.of- Ms fri^, 

ed 'Mahabut" jung,'"^'^ 

on Ms arrival at Burdwaa, . reprimanded Meer . J 
%Ms.condua: in Midnapore, upon which. 
feop , ,Ms -nfual attendance at the durbar,, 

hh!,, late viacay^,,^...,i^/fhr|^i^|p 

known ta , 

thoufer^ 











had prophefied his exaltation, and had greatly dillinguifhed him- 
3 elf in the a<ftion ; but this the navob refufed, and Atta Oollah 
being difgufted, threatened to leave the army. Mahabut Jong 
was not to be moved, and he accordingly retired with his fol- 
lowers to Moorfhudabad. The navob would now have ow- 
looked the faults of Meer JafBer, and, on the death of a re- 
lation, condefcendingly went to pay him a vifit of condolance, 
as a mark oif returning favour j but that chief, fuppofing this 
honour to proceed from a dread of his influence, mfolently ne- 
gledled the complimentary advance from his tent to meet Him . 
on which the navob, in great wrath, laid afide his intentions, 
afteit he had gone h^ way, and return^ to his camp. He 
to give in' the accounts of his ^ce,, and 
fe^ Snujto Sing, his deputy, with them to the duri^. Meer 
Jaffier refufed j upon which the navob removed hi^^rom all 
^ ens^ployments, and .offered, fcrvke to -his .foUow«4'4h,,'4^er. 
corps, whM% nea^y embraasd. The genecal,, findi^ him- 
felf d^ferted, woald have made conqsflions, but the navob or- 
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The rains had fcarcely fubfided, when Mahabut Jung pre- 
pared to march againft the Mharattas, and was encamped at 
Amaunee Gunge, not far from the capital, when he received 
fiidden intelligence of an infurredion in Bahar, the aflaffination 
of his nephew Hybut Jurig, and the captivity and difgraceful 
death of his brother Hajee Ahmud. It has been already re- 
marked, that the navob had difcharged from his fervice the 
Afghaun chiefs, Shumtheer Khan and Serdaur Khan, with their 
followers. Thefe generals had refided lince diat time in their 
jaghires in Derbunga; but the exigence of fuch a body of 
armed men, free from any controul of the governor of the pro- 
vince, could not long continue without endangering its fafety. 
Hybut Jung, according to fome reports, dreading their rebellion, 
or, to others, by ' attacIiiiOfi*fth^:.*;^yM^^^ :m',|^,,,ii^crei3s, mean- 
mg to enfure his' fucceiiion to'ib uncle,''-’# ; to 'iWime. .lade- 
pendance on his authority, had during the rains feptoiented to 
him by his agent, that the difdharged chiefs were tony I# 
their paft condud, and defirous of being readmitted to his ier- 
vice. He therefore requeued, that he might be allowed to 
entertain them, as the only mode of preventing a commotion, 
to which they would have recourfe, fliould their petition be 
rejeded. Mahabut Jung with fome reludance confented, and 
Hybut Jung made propofals to the two chiefs, which they re- 
ceived with feeming fatisfadion. The terms of fervice being 
adjuiled, ■ thfey’hi^t#fod fmm Def|jun» the^bshli; of the G;an|J^' 
oppoifite ' Patna j and 'Hybut 'Jiiifg,*!'*#';' affiiV(?!‘"TEem ^ of hisf,’.#^*-' 
fidcnce and fincerity, condefcended to vifit them few 

attendants. He was received with proper refped, iand a day 
was fixed for their crofling the river with their fi^dwers. The 
navob returned to his palace fatisfied of their . fidelity, and iflue^ 
tHxiers for the provifion of boats for their cdnveyance. Qp ^1: 
day appointed, the Afghauns oroffed the Ganges, and eqparope^ 
VoL. IL W w . , "near 
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»ear the cityj when Hybut Jung again vifited * Serdaur Khan. 
The two next days were chofcn for the generals to pay their 
refpedts to him feparately, at the palace, and the navob, in 
order to obviate any fears they might have of treachery, com- 
manded that only his domeftic fervants fhould attend him, 
even to the exclufion of his ufual body guards. Serdaur Khan 
came the firft day, and having received the cuftomary tokens 
of efteem, returned to his camp. The following morning Hy- 
but Jung repaired to Ms hall of audience, to receive the pro- 
mifed vifit of Shumlheer Khan, and, as on the day before, 
would Hot any sgoards to -attend, aibwing only a few 

' . ofiScm pwEfent. Firft ' came nearly a 

thcMtSuai of flie Aighaun infentry, with matchlocks and matches 
lighted, who, after fainting, arranged themfelves in the fquare 
of the palace. A chief, namscd Moraud Sheer Khan, next en- 
tered, with a crowd of ofBcers, who filled the hall, and eagerly 
prelTed to prefent their ofiFeriags. This bekig done, Hybut Jung 
enquired after Shumflieer Khan, and was told he was not far 
off. Moraud Sheer Khan mw oafered Ms eampanions to take 
leaye, atid iSiafce ifor ©diers. Th^ Toafe, and according 

fudde'ttly 

dlawSig aMned a at him, but without effea:. 

Chae of the navob’s aftendiats immediately cried out “ Treachery j” 
but B^but Jung had only time to draw his fabre, when Moraud 
Sheer Khan cut him down, and he fell dead on the pillow of 
his mufnud. Several, of hh attendants were flaia } and the pa- 
laOe being filled wifh the traitors, allb the ftreets of the city 
by the Mdiers of Brumftieer Khaai, - nh* refiftance could be made 
by the dependants of Hybttt , Jung. The Afghauns committed 
great excefifes in the town, the inhabitants of which had no re- 
‘ medy 

* It is raid, this chief was not a partner in the treafon, as far as refpefted 
the afeSSnation, 

■" j ■ .... 
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medy but to fubmit to their authority. Shumiheer Khan ordered 
Hajee Ahmud to be brought before him, and demanded an ac- 
count of his treafure j but, declining a difcovery, he was tortu- 
red in various modes for feventeenylays, till at length he expired, 
not unjuftly pundflied for his treacheiy, and fhare in the murder of 
the unfortunate Alla ad Dowlah. About * feventy lacs of rupees 
were found buried in his houfe, befides jewels and other valu- 
ables to a great amount. The effedts of Hybut Jung were feized, 
and his Begum Ameena, the daughter of Mahabut Jung, with 
his other women, forcibly carried to the camp of Sbumlheer 
Khan i who, leaving the city under charge of his deputy, fixed 
his head quarters at a little diftance, and engaged in raifing 
new levies with the plunder he had acquired, intending to in- 
vade Bengal. The wea&hy »Wul»ta«ts to 

pay large fums, to lave ther houfos from being afid 

a heavy contribution was exacted from the people at large hf 
the rebels. • *• 


Mahabut Jung, though inwardly deeply affedted at the deaths 
of his brother and nephew, the diigjaceful captivity of his 
daughter, and the lofs of Bahar, threatened alfo with that of BengaF 
by the invafion of the Mharattas at this alarming crifis, did not 
lofe his intrepidity of mind, but fuftained the frorms of cala- 
mity with man!^ rcfolutioa, and prepared to combat the attacks 
of misfortune. life conven^ his ofllce:ra, 'fome o^wfaohi 

he had reafon to fnppofe conneAira with 'the rebels, being of 
the fame tribes, and defired their advice for his conduct in the 
prefent unhappy jundure of his affairs. They unairimoufiy de- 
clared, that they would loyally obey his commands. He replied, 
that his beloved brother and nephew being flain, and th^ 
femilies plunged in difgracefol -captivity, be found life, 

Ww2 


* Seven hundred thoufand pounds, 





fflSTORY OF BENGAL. 


‘ fuch misfortunes unrevenged, intolerable, therefore knew no re- 
medy but to punith the rebels, or die in the attempt. If there- 
fore any wifiied to follow him to this extremity, he would fpare 
nothing to reward them; but neither would he detain thofe 
who might chufe to quit his fervice, having already received 
more obligations from them than he could repay ^ and as he 
had refoked to feek death rather than lead a diihonourable life, 
but few followers where necefikry to enable him to obtain the 
former. The chiefs, one and all, exclaimed, that they owed 
“ him inviolable gratitude for his long experienced bounty to- 
« wards them, and had no views but to facrifice their lives if 
« neceflary in his ferviocf:” ; to perform which, they bound 
themfelves by oath on the Koraun. Mahabut Jung, now con- 
vinced of their fidelity, paid up their arrears, and prepared to 
march againft the rebels. The Mharattas by this time had ad- 
vanced from Burdwan, and began to lay wafte within a fhort 
diftance from the capital i but the navob knowing that to fol- 
low thefe marauders, who always avoided coming to adtion, 
would be vain, and give time to the rebels in Bahar to gather 
ftrength, was not to be diverted from his purpofe. He ftati- 
oned Sowlut Jung at Bogwaungolah, to preferve the communi- 
cation forfupplies open between th^iGan^- 
he entrufled .to Shawamut Jun^'^’Atta Oollah, and Nowauzufh 
Mahummud Khan, with a body of five thoufand horfe. A 
proclamation was ifliied, that he found it neceffary to march 
againft the rebels, though the Mharattas were in the environs 

:"’h|:.,^e city y ^recotnmending, to fuch as chofc it, to retire 
.famil&^t^.'.pkf^-pf -gres^ter .feqdrity, previous to his 
^ procure convey- 

ance,'^'’‘Sl&)rdingl 7 m6T<j^';;’Wi^'‘th^>'"^m2iies and effedls acrofs 
the Gaid^^^^fe^.that Icarce any but the foldiery and poor re- 
mained. Having finifhed his preparations, he moved from 
•^miaunee Gunge, with an army of twenty thoufand horfe and 

K I 

' -'C as 
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r as many foot. In order to fecure provifions, he had colledled a. 

large fleet of boats, amply laden, to accompany his march u|) 
the banks of the Ganges. Meer Jaffier on this occafion was 
again taken into favour, reftored to command, and the ofiice of 
paymailer general. 

I t ^ . 

Mahabut Jung reached Monghyr without oppofition, except 
in a trifling Ikirmifh with the Mharattas at Bhaugulpore, who 
i had marched to join the rebels. Here a melTenger was inter- 

cepted with letters from Atta Oollah Khan to the infurgents, in 
which he encouraged them to ftand, and oifered to embrace 
their caufe at a convenient opportunity. The navob was joined 
at Monghyr by fome of the Bahar zemindars and dependants of 
the late Hy but Jung, , who,, infeconed himi tlj^at the rebels had 
left Patna, and were encamped ' at Bar, ih ^ut ^ 

thoufand horfe and foot, expedling to be joined by; Ae S&arattas. 

Janojee and Meet Hubbeeb having reached the vicinity of 
the rebels’ camp, invited them to a conference, at which they 
embraced the fervice of the Mharatta chief, and Shumfheer Khan 
was invefeed by him with the khelaut of the foubahdary of 
Bahar. The next day Meer Hubbeeb viiited Shumftieer Khan, 
who after his audience left him to repofe, but privately diredled 
the guard over the tents, when he Ihould prepare to return to 
his own carapfifltp ;de^iia.^Jdmj,',as a^fecurity for-^the payment „ of 
the expenfes he had incurred m deling an army fer thej;?.fi^ice 
of the Mharattas, at whofe inftigation he pretended^ he had 
alTaffinated Hybut Jung. This fcheme by feme means coming 
to the knowledge of an attendant of Meer Hubbeeb, he direct- 
ed feme of the horfemen who had accompanied him, to leave 
.the camp, but 'to return fuddenly, as if purfued by an 
and fpread an alarm that the ' navob’s array was in in 

.hopes that, by this fbratagem, he might fave Ws^jpoaft^K^ 
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the intended treachery. The horiemen Jpread the alarm, as 
Siredled, and much confuhon occurred in the rebel’s campj but 
notwithftanding the reprefentations of Meer Hubbeeb, that the 
prefent was no time for fettling accounts, he was not allowed 
to depart till he had paid a confiderable fum, and given the 
fecurity of merchants for a much greater. This difpute proved 
highly favourable to Mahabut Jung, by preventing the Mha- 
rattas from ading in conjunction with the rebels,, as the former 
now refolved to watch only an opportunity for plundering either 
army. The following day the navob offered battle to the ene- 
my, and, by his ufual good fortune, Serdaur Khan was killed 
by a matcWock ball in the beginning of the aCtion, which in- 
volved om half of the rebels in confufion, and fpread alarm 
through the troops of Shnmflieer Khan. At this junOiiure the 
Mharattas appeared in the rear, hoping to effeCf the plunder of 
the navob’s catnptr while he was engaged. Upon Serauje ad 
Dowlah’s reprefenting that it was proper to detach a body to op- 
pofe ffplied, ** that he would firft defeat his enemy in 

** ffqj;^,:,an<l .th!g^-.,wit^,,,-e2^..,,!dij%erfe the Mharattas.”, Hkving 
^ wth greaft. luty, asad they fled 

it'' to 'Mahabut 

Jung. The Mhsj^ta®, &#ng the defeat of the rebels, withdrew 
from the field without ftriking a blow, and the navob qjuietly 
took pofleffion of the Afghaun camp } which they had left 
ftanding, with att their tents and baggage» a pfey to- the vk- 
tore. Here the natofei fo®jsd Jhis (kughter, 

and the reft cff ife prifoners, 

at Pa^a. Having, ofihrad ufttiiaafe fa . 0 % his fide, almoft' 
bloodlels .yi^ry, and? the happy retiievai of his infulted honour, 
, he proceeded to f*kna, where he diftributed large fums to the 
. ^ ' i^Bgious and poor, in gratitude to God for his foccefs, and 

^ took 

' , ■ 

' ’ . , 

' ’’ ., 11 ,,^.: , ....... .. . ,. , , 
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tneafures for repairing the lofles of government in the late re- 
belhon. Having fent for the women and children of the .prin- 
cipal infurgents from Derbunga, on their arrival he lodged them 
in his own haram, treating them with humanity and kindnefs, 
and after a fhort time let them at liberty. At this time alfo, 
he permitted the women and family of Meet Hubbeeb, who 
had been confined fince his joining the Mharattas, to return to 
him, and furaiflied them with money, conveyances, and an ef- 
cort for their prote<3:ion to the enemy’s camp.. Having refet- 
tled the government of Bahar, he returned triumphandy to 
Moorfhudabad j but, previoufly to entering the city, obliged At- 
ta Oollah Khan to quit it, and, as foon as poffible, his do- 
minions } permitting him, however, to remove with all his effects 
and nearly • feventy' lacs ^^quired in 

his fervice, thoagh' he ” had rfefjeateti ^-pon- 

fpired againft his life arid government. Atta OMlih lChWil retired 
into the province' of Oude, arid was feon aft^watds flgtin. In 
an action in the fervice of Suffder jring agairifi: the Patains of 
Ferokhabad. Janojec, the Mharatta chiefj after the defeat of 
Shumfheer Khan, not thinking himfelf equal to Mahabut Jung 
in the field, retired with his army into Midnapore j and foon 
after, on receiving intelligence of the death of his mother, march- 
ed to Nagpore, leaving Meer Hubbeeb with a detachment for 
the defence of Cuttac. The navob ftationed a confiderable body 
of troopfe «'■ wat€‘h;<?|b5.,hK3ti®M, on«my., 

Mahabut Jung, at the conclufioii of the rains, agam 

from his capital, in order to drive the Mharattas Cuttac j 
and, on his approach, they evacuated the city. ’Ite followed 
them firom place to place, during the dry lealbri', without bei^ 
^le to bring them to aOdon; but on his return to MocAj^- 


• Seven hundred thoufand pounds, 
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^bad, the enemy again obtained poffeffion of the province; Ben- 
gal was this year free from their depredations j a point, which 
the navob efteemed an ample reward for the fatigues of his 
campaign. The next year he renewed his efforts, and the ma- 
rauders evaded his purfuit as ufual ; which made the navob 
refolve to canton for the rains at Midnapore : but buildings were 
fcarcely ereded, when he received intelligence that Serauje ad 
Dowlah, his favourite grandfon, had left Moorfhudabad, with 
intentions of taking pofleffion of Patna, which was governed in 
his name by Jaunejee Ram, and affuming independance. 

Mahabut Jung, who loved his grandfon to diftraftion, was 
more alarmed for his fafety in any oppofition he might receive 
from the governor of Patna, than any ill confequences to him- 
felf from the rebellion. He inftantly left his army at Miuna- 
pore, and with a fmall force haftened to Moorfhudabad, where 
he remained only one day to refrefh his troops, and then fol- 
lowed the imprudent youth j to whom he wrote in terms of 
the greateft affedtion, afluring him that he meant him for his 
fuccellpr, and entreating him to . return his protedtion. Se- 
rauje ad Dowlah wrote an infolent reply, in which he accufed 
the navob, of gromp^g 

ing him orily ,witii pretended, j tfiat he was weary of 

being like a child j and, fmce he would not give 

him a^ Jhare in authority, he was refolved to feize what he 
r^afdm'as Jns juft right. Therefore, he hoped his grandfather 
';^^l|d^^ndt''^ifel^|sti|o,_^pppofe him, as, the confepuence muft be, 
.il K^t her he w!^K;;haye -his head m his; hpfom», or his own 
at Mahabut Jung. 

The'^^_^^^'bpt|ifaied ^-'anfwcr, that*>^^%Je ^ Dowlah through 
want of judgment had caufelefsly accufed him 
of want of regard $ for he not only intended him the fucceTion 
to hjs own dominions, but to the government of the empire, 
.. ' could 
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could he obtain it for him. He concluded his letter with th^ 
following fentences. “ The religious champion, eager for mar- 
“ tyrdom, is unmindful that the martyr to love exceeds him. 

In the laft day. they will not be compared together, for one 
« is llain by , an . enemy, but th^ other by a friend.” 

Serauje ad Dowlah, on his arrival near Patoa^ ftto^oned 
the governor. Raja Jaunejee Ram, to deliver up me eity and 
repair to his prefence s afluring him of favour in cafe of his 
obedience. The raja was at a lofs how to ad:, feaidWjihf 

furrendering his charge without orders from the navob, and 
alarmed, left any accident ftiould happen to Serauje ad Dow- 
lah if he oppofed him ; but, at length, he refolved on defend- 
ing the , city, '^^tiil 

rebellion,, bciiig, hifred ■ early _ in__t^^,.^^^ck, hffi 

with difficulty ffiMter^^ himfelf’ in" a 
the fuburbs. The raja, rejoiced that he had efcaped uahttAj 
immediately fent feme of his principal officers to attend him to 
a refidence befitting his rank; and by the perfuafions of his 
friends, he confented to return to his grandfather. Mahabut 
Jung was overjoyed at his efcape, and haftened to meet him. 
Inftead of reproaches, he received him with the greateft affec- 
tion,' ^ ^ pn ..weaknefs, as it made: Seraufe.^^^ 

days at Patna, returned with 'his ' grandfbn to 
hut was feized on the road by an intermitting.5;i^^^v^hfch 
continued long upon him. On his recovery, he againft 

the Mharattas, who yet infefted ffie province- as 
u'fe^,i,;- unable to _ brin^ ' them, to ,a"'decilive'‘^’^g^fb|n^nt> fpmi' 
ths''^*dt^; ‘htonths in jpurfuib^" ^ero;|from''.,|)kc»/ito.,ipl^<^« V';^^ 



'I'ifllls 






BW«f* 


HISTORY OR - 

. 'two Mowing years were expended in the fatne <iefult^y 
fare, when at length both parties, being tired of wari began equally 
to wifli for an accommodation of their difputes. Mahabutjun^ 
yieided to the Mharattas the province of Cuttacj and agreed td 
pay annually twelve lacks of rupees, as the * choute of BengalL 

Hie navob, by this peace, being freed from all his enemies, 
gradually di&harg^ his foparfluous troops, and employed hkn- 
felf in dKountging his people to rebuild the villages which had 
been deftroyed, and cultivate the lands in many diftrife, long 
wafte*. from the d^ferticHi of th* inhAbifente during the repeat^ 

remarkable in 
hefeig Uttim»rrwpt«i 

1^^'iilc^wAdei ' ■ As he had chofen Serauje ad Dowlah' for Ms 
Ittccefibf, he latterly entmfted him with a potw, which was 
too often emi^oyed - for the ^hofe, whom 

h& h^ • any piqae, br -,was jealous ofr-thfeir 
foin Koc^Uefe Khan and hfe bfoihef, the fovo4l#teS of his uncle 


which adts 


f ■> jfuftg, nephew to the naVobj 
taind fott foifejee Ahmnd. He poffefred many good quali!^. 
and was riaudi efteemed by the people for his clemency, and cha- 
Aties to and poor. His. death Was.-lj^edily followed 

fe'that of Tung," Who 
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pcinGgs suje weH fpo^iTi of - by the natiw-i.^ 
Bengah tfeir memory refpedfed. Shawamut Jmig died wil^- 
Qut ilTue j and Sowlut Jung left only one fon, who fucceeded him in 
his gowernmentji itidpr th^ erf Shokut Jung; but was, Ihortly 
depofed.anrf. ■ 

Mahabut' J«S@ did not' lot^ ae. 


rfropfy, he fubmrfted for lorn© days to the- adwoe^. of- '3^11^ 
cians; but finding himfelf growing worfe, arid judging 1 that 4tt 
his time of life a recovery not to be exp©S®i» . refei|i|^ 
from medicine, and refufed longer to follow any regimen. This 
es^p^aiions. of his; death, caufed great difputes among his rela- 
tions. ^'Wamut 


of hep dedining 'ferttine. When Mahabitt; Jung. was-:«l.;'|fe 
ponies, fome of his women defired he would recoinrae|idt 1 lbUji» 
to the care of his intended fuceefibr j but the aavdb knowing 
his bad qualities, obferved, finiling to them, “ that if he for 
three days fliould behave dutifully to his grandmother, then 
th^, Eft%h«r entertain hopes of his tendernefs.” Shortly, after this. 


Bengal, Bahar, and.',Orifik^' ■ He, was ''bdfw'"''thb, follow,; 
near the tomb of his mother in. .the garden of Kh^ 

X X. 2- . ‘ . 


*hQP 


»i A, country palace near Moorfliudabad. The p^nci;^flSUl|jU§rfiai 
water called Mootee Jeel,..,or •.PearWake/^-It''w^iES‘^ifed 'by^l 
Jari§t* itod is a ftately pile, being CBwameat^ wSh masTy -pillars pf i^}^; 
brou^t from the ruins of Gour dr Bueno wty, thU of I 
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Thotl didft guide him, O Lord, for he was among thy far- 
** ants. O forgive him his oiFcnces, for thou art moft merciful,” 

Mahabut Jung from his early youth was not addided to 
idle pleafures, as wine, or ‘ opiates, mufic, or the company 
of courtezans. He was regular in his devotions, and affiduoufly 
ahftained from all things forbidden by the divine law. He ge- 
■ nerally rofe two hours before day, and after ablution and prayer, 
drank coffee with his feled companions.. At day break he gave 
public audience, when the commanders of his army, the civil 
\ officers, ai^<;P«fons,, ;:of alb r^nfes who, had any applications 
'to. their bufi- 

.|ls' houn%. At the expi- 
'iWSih hours he retired to a private apartment, where 

•‘fach only as were invited came. Thefe were generally his ne?* 
phews Shawamut Jung and Sowlut Jung, his grai^fop. Serauje 
ad Dowlah, and particular friends* Piixes of pc^etry were now 
recit^L or hiftory or ai^cdotes. read to him? and, fometimes he 
even amufed himfelf wkh; .giving |iis . cooks, who 

'prepared rviduals. before him acc)^di^..^,;pa _,The offi- 

.iTO of different ^departments if 

, ...bounties 'whea^.>..^^^^^'is'~o'^^e''‘cbmpany 

. netfred^;.,^^rt^^’;^4^^i^s:4^aS^'iDly-t^ler always attended to 
- '^I^tot,|iifeiltu^g.’narcative-. He generally rofe about an hour 
performed his devotions, and read in the Koraua 
faying the prayers. for _ tha^^^ti!p^,j,an^^^drink-^ 


'■ tke '’’dS^brs^^^d "fevenue, ' with Jug- 
'were admitted, and gave him the intelH- 

^ y-„ ^ ■ ' . - . , gence 

' '.3'J 

? Conunonly ufed iia India to intoxicate* < 
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gence received from Dhely and every province of the • empire, 
alfo of each diftridi: of his own government, when he iflued* 
his orders to them as ajffairs required. An hour paffed in this 
manner, and fomctimes Ms. near relations were allowed to be 
prefent. By this time night " jfef in; .lights were brought, and 
with them certain' jellefs aUd bufibonsi whi> entstoia^d Mm with 
their repartees on ^ch other for a fhort limeif; ' 
to prayers j after wMch he fat in privacy with His own Begum, 
t6 receive the vifits of near female, relations, . till mne 
The women then departed, and men were ?adastoeiisyvh@^i!iW^ 
bufinefs with him, till he retired to fleep, generally early* atai 
without eating. In this manner he paffed his time, having ftated 
hours fbr every employment. He was unequalled in his benevo- 
lence to his ^ ^ lower 

'Dh 

for them or’^''^if''cl£3dfea to'-l^’^coait, ui«i; 

ttieir'expe£latioM?''^Tfae' -peoide tt4ar^5'i^- 
ing his life experienced foch care and latisfeaion from to gen- 
tle admmiftration, as could not be exceeded by the indulgence 
of a parent j wMle at the fame time the loweft of his officers 
grew rich in his fervice. He was intelligent in all affairs, and en- 
couraged the deferving of every profeffion. Affable in manners. 
Wife in ftate a^airs, courageous as a general, he poffoffed alfo 
eVery_^^nO^^%t^|.|,*W|^ 

viaory, and recommended- the .foadty''df4'Cfeideraa^^|fe^ 
proteaion, he refleded upon the fimilarky of difpc^^^^'^eu 
to intended fucceffor, Serauje ad Dowlah, 

Englifh -he »was apprifed of, and the unfort^|^^baM%,ipf, 


, "NA |iing was Ni^am «£ ©Bfekan.; ..fife iras 
confpiraey of bis nobles, aSifte<J by rfie Freadip, ia 
Bekw^ng to the Fxcncb in Ben^t ' 



Ddfekan^ at ths fema iwe %iog, ** Hp feared tibat after hk deatli 
the Eurcijpeana woijld becocoe mafters of many parts ofHindooftan.” 
Muftaphi Khan, his. prinqipaJ general, had endea.vc«red to pre^ 
vail upon him to, expdtl EngHfli from Calcutta, apd; jfeko 
their wealths hut, receiving no anfwer to his advice, urged; it 
again, ■ through the navob’s kipphe ws, Sowlut Jung and Sbawamut 
Jung. Mahabut Jung returned no anfwer, but Shortly, after faid 
in private to the, latter, « My child, Muftapha Khaa is a fol- 
** dier, and wiihes us to bp conilantly in need of hia ikrvicp; 
t* but how came you to join in. hit requeft? What have thp 
^ Eaglhh djfti ii i^uid. u^e them ai? It is 

tt-now; ‘Ihould, the fea 



hustoi^y m Mf'Gm. 



SERA4IJS AD DOWLAH. 


SeRAUJPB ad Dowlth* after tie cn^mwrf/ 
affumed tbe^ muffittd of his graadfkdier without oppofitieiiii, fot 
a party of his troops to remove Goofeety Begum, his aunt, ftom 
the paJatefe of^Mooteeje^l^^ ^pkce^^of confif-' 

thfc'^di' I^^Sdt,-^|#gi4xcfeft a feW 

alarmed 


and ^oohfidant, fetviiig hribed fhi ofStfe*^ the paf^' to akfc^ 
fe& peace with the mtvch, left itise Begum,. ‘whofe petfei wis 
^Ufined, and ter tteafttrfes ifeized. SeAujO ad i^Wkh difptaced 
many of the ofiicers of government, and filled their places with 
yttong men, the companions of his pleafufes. He treated the 
fervttiiis of^^tite. Mee mvobi moftly perfons adVaiK;ed in ytaA* ^Ih 


ed thvi^ards Rw|tdntimal,'Wi&'A' 'del^l'^W'Miijpt^e^ 

Shokut Jting of the protinbe -of Possorliea'} but Waa 
fcls purpofe, by information that Kifiifen 

dewan of Shawamut Jtsng, had fied 4li- 

was pr-oceOed by die Englifli, Mh ^verrttSfi 14^’ 

i^4:;#0Kfod ■ to deiMt »p;;r’ati die 'c£ natters 

diis' ke’'i«tftenM’ 

ditidabad. 
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Serauje ad Dowlah, in whofe brain the vapour of pride had 
^arifen, and made him wander far from the path of caution and 
forbearance, having reiblved on quarelling with the Englifh, was 
tortured with the fire of impatience. The companions and old 
fervants of Mahabut Jung durft not breathe a remonftrance. in 
his prefence, and many, frorn the degradation they had under- 
gone and the advancement of low perfons, wifhed tlie overthrow 
of his power; fo that no one gave him proper advice, nor did 
he aik it. Thole who were his counfellors and favourites, were 
mojftly raih, and weak of underflanding, unacquainted with the 
rules of policy, and infatuated with their fudden promotion ; or, 
regarding oppofition tb Jiis wiU as' ,defi;ru(ftive to their own in- 
tereft, did niot date to cohtta^d him. Serauje ad Dowlah was 
a weak, man, void of ufeful qualities, and intoxicated ^th youth 
and profperity. The probable confequences of any mfiafure en- 
tered not into his mind ; and the hearts of the men of un- 
derftanding about him were inflamed with difgufl: at his unrea- 
fonable fury, or the dilpute with the Englifh teght have been 
fettled eafily by negotiation. There was no caufe for kindling 
the flames of waf; but as providence had decreed the downfall 
df te® of Madi§^*tit Jung, and other great cdamities, the 

;Btegal, Bahar,,,.ai^,.'p^&^,^^hjqh:j^^ 
te into; two weak and ty- 

ranifical youths,;; Setauje ad DdWfeh and Shokut Jung, who in 
the end fufFered for teeir . crimes. 

To proceed j Serauje ad Dowlah in the beginning of Ram- 
zaun marched towards Calcutta ; and the Englifh, who had no 
force to oppofe him in the field, retired into their fadlory to 
defend themfelves. Their outpofts were foon taken by the navob, 
who had a great army; and Mr. Drake, the governor, being 
ftruck with a panic at the flate of his affairs, faw fafety only 
in flight. Without informing the whole of his countrymen of 

' his 
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jplK 
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itw peribns. The re- 
fought while they had 
jraceM life, and drank 




* ,A ccmfiderable divifiou df 
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jjrovincc ‘ .Artot, wMch he had refcued from the hands of 'the 
Ffench. It was agreed by the government of Madrafs, . that - 
he fliould ' repair with a" force to Bengal, and endeavour to 're- 
gain the fadory of Calcutta, cither by force, or payment of a 
furn, of money. Being arrived \vith his troops in the river, he 
*Cafr anchor; and as the chiefs of the Englilh. are very cautious, 
wife, and valiant, having fent proppfals of accommodation to 
Sefauje ad DoWiah, he entreated ' his forgivenefs of, Mr. Drake’s 
faults, and offered fome lacs of rupees, on condition of .being 
allowed to occupy the fadtory S& formerly. Serauje ad Dowiah 
was the moft inconfiderate of. were wmk,. 

and ignorant The. 

"ittfolli^ent; ‘ advice,' ■ and , the_,.^, ^cluef 
men df the country wifhed his ruin, wearied out hll' opi 
preffiorJi'''” If any one^did offer w*of>h^ ^contra^ 


author makes .no mention Aanjir^ Watfon, Colonel Clive being 
■'the natives as: ch&fi of; ’■ ' ,• 
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of his crioaes beii3g full, 'the figns of his downfel appeared. Oh Novemi 
Monday the twelfths of Rubby al Sani, 1 170, he marched A. D.i; 
from his capital towrds Calcutta, and having encamped in the 
vicinity of that the ene- 

my; The JB|!(gi^''ppened;'»''Mg%dah6p^'^%;f:ith;;a'^ view to find 
the having" 4 htentk^s- of by 

night, silo ;ll'&ler-f»tence .of a-'meffage to' ^auj^.f'w^‘^Wi».|hey 
j&af I; » 'feo ■ 'peifons ., of ■ their own . .'nation, „ ■ p6def^«i ■■ of ^ <jhali- 

ttfes*' bf valour, quick perception, 
having obferved the ’ fituation 'bf the navoKs 
mit particulars to the treafury of their remembrance. j and^ &ey 
Well performed their commiflion, I forget whether it was the 
&be nfeht pr.=pi» ,or two afife *^hat the .Englifli, being, ready . 


alj&iPihalf''* an 


did the 'fame as they fell down .'the ;rivei:.^;“?l|||heat, fiapghtw’-i^s 
made among the troops of the mvoh,. Doile Mahun;nBind;;J^an, 
a general of rank and merit, was wounded. . It ws^ l-eported, 
that the Englifh intended, if poffible to, carry off Serauje ad 
Dowlah prifoneri hut at this time a thick fog covered , thy 
,€amp*.i'whi<?h. .rbBder.ed , it,,. hard* to didmguiih,. pedqns ch&d^ 


.tivity. ■' The Engma* regaineu,- wie' ' .towwfi: 
Bowlah and his cowaR% army^ from the 
to them a fymbol of the laft day, loft 
jnindsMi, which were overwhelmed with terrqi 
ipg it, dangei^qus to reniam...lS'Pgbr:j.,fo- hear' 
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other chkft, to confult on tore proceed'mgs j who, obferving 
his terror, advifed the removal of the camp to a greater diftance, 
and to pfer terms .of aceommodatjon, which counfel was imwer 
dktel? cjtocuted. The Engliih, feeing the alarms of the. navob, 
now ^demanded a compenfatlon for theh effeds plundered by 
hk army when he took Calcutta i which, after much negotia- 
tion, wi agreed to, and Serauje ad Dowlah gave up fix dif- 
trias in the vicinity of the faftory, as a &ci|ri£y till the fum 
fettled Ihould he paid up. A treaty having been ratified and all 
St toed, thrLgh L medium of Mr. Wttts, Semuje ,ad 
Powlah returned to Moorihudab^ and now rofleG^ed upon what 


'’mpi . to ^ employ the 
jung in preference to t^gmielves, 
from, •hiajprofperijiy theirs would alfo 
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At eiii§ time* the Ec^Iife having, taken the fadory ofChgin- 
diemagore from the French, Mr. Law, with a hand of foldiei^ 
and ibme artillery* having efcaped from the enemy, fought pro- 
tedion at Mc?orihwdaIs^, »»4 ofkm4 his jfervices to Serauje ad 
Dowlah, /Wl^,.f<aadily this Englifh, 

eithw<#(||i®';i'm|fci^tion'of’'the/'diilllede<F their own 

accoisi* leprefeiiied through- their agent,- thaf;#_ a treaty 

fuhip^g between them and the Mvoh, by the art|clei» of which 
*the' friends or enemies of either'' party were 'to?, be .cmfideiett' IB 
fuch by both* -he aded. coatraiy 

with whom they were at war. The navob advifed with Mr, 
“L^w how to adj who ohferved, that if Indeed he affifted his 
'.Atioi''''a^nft Engl^_^^fOmpany, in the field, it would, .be 




perlbas '.'iiiider 

preteneb’-'bF' fegard to ‘hia 'welfare, bite^lfed, fibiat m quarrel 
with the Englifla . for the fake of a few diftreflfcd Frenchtoen 
iivas unwife, and would occafion much confufion. At length* 
Serauje ad Dowlah commanded Mr. I/aW to retire to Patna. 
Bdr. Law at taking leave told him, that moft of his chiefis 
'were ■ hfe^ perfon, ■ and leagued with ihe 


not eifed while he remained to affift him. Sei 
felt the truth of his ohfervation; but was t<Sa= 
at his capital. He promMed to rwail 

Law fai4 _ « I know we, never 
'^his _^|(arture, the i^vob*s*^e^^es ^.wjth- JV^jr 
*‘iram, 'ahd other chidS, arofe'to. mesafer -,|wi^h 
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they, with Juggutt Sect, being in fear of their lives, refolved, 
in order to fave themfelves, to eifeia his deftrudion. Goofeety 
Begum alfo, who hated Serauje ad Dowkh, and was irritated 
at his feizure of her treafures and eftatcb, ufed every means, to 
excite the refentment of her friends againft him, - and to procure 
their affiilance for Meet Jaffier, whom flie alio fupplied with 
large fums of money, which ihe had fecreted by means of her 
eunuchs arid female ‘ attendants. , . 


-principal' merc|ifmt-of 

CMulif -tod .>fc-iChan, Ameer 

^fingiiCh] 

dbat they ■ wottld‘'''^lrc^^iat’'- 'firou.!; 
hlei deliver a wo&:f^i^t|f|^y and opprefliop^ 
fliould r^fcivp 

pittkdkrs^^-'-th'fe ^ * 'Begum and others, 

• #m''^fe^:'i3^1pIiyed,'?’‘ahil§^^p^P^was attefted under the feals 
' perfons who fuffered injuries. . • 












^ise» 


hearing. Meer'^.j^fer ' 

held the enemy' at a -^Jiftancey j&fe; irom: J 
.^ttddun and others, ready to Sacrifice , their: 
foty,* brayely .oppofed the enemy* They 






igfiiiilSis 




illf 

f*!il 




HISTORY OF 

Ibcdi refiftani^, abufed Ameen Chund and, accufed him 
of treachery, faying, « that he had reprefented: the army of 
** Serauje ad Dowlah as difafFeded to his perforiji now the 
** contrary appeared from their* valiant oppofition,” ’ Ameen 
Chund replied, « that the prefent enemy was only Meer Mud- 
*' dun and a few chieB,* who were feithfol to the navobj but 
when he' was routed, the truth of his reprcfentations would 
“appear.*' During this converfation, As revenge was decreed 
for the crimes of Serauje ad Dowlah, Meer Muddtin, who was 
truly brave, and cheriihed the feeds of fldelily in hMrti re- 
ceived a. mortal wound from a caiihpti;;-balif ’’I^^as carried 
immdiratel^'' tsd' tJgs’navobi ex- 

refigiicd -'hi/'idul to '"the 

Seraujt^! ad Dowl^ by his lofs was involved in da^fr. Hav- 
ing fent for Meer-‘|dffier|. ,wjho liSs&Ced fbr?,)Ksme, obey 

the fummoris, the’ 

tiotts 'And, y‘havfe*’'hi^i^;*'that tAiihg^'lhc'rhirhsli, ^ni'his own 
heatf,'''>hb^*'^e^'%'* -feet ' « I now 

truly -repent oflEef your 

« ■oblMtien#'-to^l^M-*-:»,M:;Q^^^ W* re- 


^^'^^iny life' arid reputation.” Meer Jaffier Khaii, judg- 
^ to ^ ^^com^lete.- ^ treache^, ady^ed. 


W^another, 


, Mdiii ‘ ’ Laal, 'who 'had accom-_ 
ahf was'’lHi engaging 'the enemy, Uo 
kg;fo 'thd^camp."' '*i’he devysua lent, for aniWer, that the'pre-^ 
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fent was not a time for retreat, for, if be fliould retire, alarm 
would fpread among -the troops, who would probably fly in’ 
cx>nfufion. The.navob a fccond time advifed with Jaftier Khan, 
who infilled on the retreat of the dcwan, or he would not 
z€ti upon which he repeated hit prders, and Moin Laal re- 
lu<3:aiitly obeyed. ; 

When a man’s ill fortune prevails, he does that which he 
fhould not. The troops, as had been forefeen, conftruing the 
return to camp into defeat, began to fly in great numbers. 
Serauje ad Dowlah feeing this defertion, much alarmed by the 
enemy in front, but much more apprehenfive of thofe about 
his perfon, at length ie|t the cam|>, about half an hour bc- 

Gunge- ' - Ifcoogi ’ he ^ 

with him til! he cbuld prepare for cfcape, 
proper place ©f fefbge, he could not pi^vail, hut ivas defert^ 
by numbers. Even his wife’s fatiier, Mdijummud Eerueh lOtaa, 
though, the navob begged him to flay and colled: troops, either 
to defend hun where he was, or accompany him in his retreat, 
refufed, and haftened to his own houfe at the city of Moorfliud- 
abad. As a laft refource, the navob opened the doors of his 
treafury, and diftributed large fums to the foldiers, who received 
his bounty and deferted with it to their homes. An impppfo 
fum _wa8, 

ge!lerUu's when he tfebuhl ,wre 

mankind, and now faw the >oafequenck ' of his 

ing in his own perfon for the calamities he had upon 

others. ■ Having remained till night at Munfiw^^g^nge, : and 

finding hiinfelf almofl deferted by all, he, fook •'wli; him 

Jewels and feme other' valuables upon elephhits,;3nd with 

al'!#k Begum, and two p^.’iire^ 

ed carriages, quitted .his palace, 

Vol; II. ■ ' ' ' Z‘ 2 ; and ' 
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and haftened to Bogwaungolaia, where he embarked upon the 
Ganges, with the defign of feeking refuge in the fort of Patna. 
In this proceeding he was alfo imprudent i for, had he kept the 
land, and called the jemmautdars of the villages to his affift- 
ance, they would have efcorted him in fifety, in hopes of being 
rewarded, and he would have been joined by numbers of his 
troops, when recovered of their panic and hearing of his efcapej 
but, alas ! who can remedy the ills of fate ? His reafon for 
flying by water, was the hope of meeting Mr. Law, to whom 
he had written preffingly to haften to his afiiftance, on the firft 
intelligence of tlie march of the English, .and to come down 
the river for the greater fpeed. Mir. Law. received the letter, 
but, according^ to the ufual delay in Hfodopftan, before^he could 
procure from Ramnarain the money ordered for Ijis .expenfes, 
fome time elapfed. He left Patna, but hearing of the defeat 
and death of Serauje ad Dowlah, on reaching ^ujemuhal, he 
retreated, and major Coote was afterwards fent in purfuit of 
him to the frontiers of the provinces. ; 

f , 

When Meer Jaffier found that fortune had favoured his de- 
figns, by thte retreat . of Serauje ad Ifowlah* ^ h® 

Plafley, and had'.jm 'mfevkw 

and the Engh&,/troops,.he,.the^...-i| 6 di-'^^ -Moorfhudabad, 

and }^md:,,pac^^€oi 3 S -of fafety to the inhabitants in his own 
Hfe partners in confpiracy, and thofe who, loving quiet, 
wiste to no party, haftened to prefent congratulations 

and offerings 151 apd^fuch as did not approve his condud and 
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ram, and the Englifli. As he was ambitious of copying 
habut Jung, he adiimed the fame titles on his feals, and con- 
ferred thofe of that navob’s relations on his own. He difpatched 
his fen in law Mcer Cm&m Khan in purfuit of Serauje ad 
Dowlah, and iffued orders to Meer .*I>aoQd, the commandant of 
RaujemahaIi’'to be vigilant in preventing his efcape from the 
province. The unfortunate fugitive, being anrived on the bank 
oppofite to Raujemahal, and with his women prefled by hunger, 
after a faft of two days, difembarked at the cell of a devotee, 
named Dana Shaw, of whcan he aiked help in procuring vic- 
tuals. To tliis man, in- the days of power, he had ' offered feme 
affront, the memory of which ftill dwelt upon his mind. The 
fakeer received him courteoufly, and provided food, but privately 

wh#j with ''ji&#'*-»''6aulinl, 
prifoner, with his women and 'effedls. Serauje 
entreated for life of thofe nwn* who had lately tirembM ati ;his 
name, and fuffered their reproaches. He begged to be allowed 
a moderate income and a retired dwelling. Meer Caufim Khan 
obtained by threats and proraifes a caiket of jewels from the 
Begum to an immenfe amount, and each of the captors a va- 
luable booty. The dewan Moin Laal had before this been feiz-. 
ed at Moorlhudabad, and his effeds and life were taken by 
Doolubtam. On Sunday, the fifteenth of Showaul, Serauje;:^ 
Dow.l#h’ 

M- -Moorfhudabad. ' Wheii ']thig '■ la 

ation, they forgot his vices*- and recolleded only 

of his prefent fortune, comparing it with the fp^^ir they 

had feen him furrounded with from his infancyitj|^oW- It is 

faid, that/everal jemmautdars, as he pafled‘'.4j^l§t4'iters, 

fe; . penetrated , with grief ^ and- ' anger ' pt^are- .-to - 

hini,''vbut were prevent^ fiipeiaois, 

tions of reward' frbm^. his ■ livid-i fe;.tha|aihe, 

Z z .2 , j', ■■ ' -'Was 
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of no effe<ft. Meer JaiBer was at this time at Munfoor Gunge, 
but his fon Meeraun at Moorfliudabad. This young man fur- 
paffed his father in every evil quality, never hefitating to iiied 
blopd. He regarded readinefs to punifli as good policy, and 
mercy as folly. With luch ideas he was fond of comparing 
himfelf to Mahabut Jung. He ordered Serauje ad Dowiahik to 
be confined and put to death; but no perfon of rank would 
undertake the murder. At length, a wretch named Maham. 
muddy Beg, who from his infancy had been cherilhed by Ma- 
habut Jung and Serauje ad Dowiah, from whole grandmother 
Be had received a portioE with his wife from, charity, offered 
to exocti‘te"'tiie.‘';hj€irid navob law 

hiite' p'efrfon, 'he"'faud, Art- thou come to kill me?'- 
and, upon receiving a reply in the affirmative, began to pray; 
then fuddenly . exclaimed, ** Will not they let me five Ibme- 
where in ob&urity? No; no, it cannot be; I awtll be fecri- 
** ficed for the murder of Houffein Koollee Khan.” The 
fin how : iiijiiiQied jfeverrf wbunds, atid the navob foiling down, 
cried, _ It is ‘enough* tafk- Is ever, ^arid ; revenge is finilh- 

fe8e’''»efigii©d'hfo .foul":m ,the' Citator, 
ant k^j^^-^vvorld'-of 'the fwutd. 


expefo^’Td“'iSte*’fX)pulace. •It/fe»&i|''';!Aait 'tlte driver of the ele- 
phant, accident Stopping at the fpot where Serauje ad Dow- 
iah had aflaffinated * Houflein Koollee Khan, fome drops of 
blood foil from the body upon the fame ground. 

« Be warned by exara|fie, O ye men of anderffonding, and 
M ipyell the revdkitieiis -of fortune.' Place not your reliance 

M tSte world’s foccafe, for . it is uncertain and inconitant, 

** like a pnbEek fir^r, who goes daily fircm houfe to houfe. 
« Give not thy afieition to a damfel, who every day changes her 

** gallant, 

. 'A near relatioa of his own. 


v'i 
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** gallant. In the eye of the wife, fortune is as chaff, blown 
** about by every wind. Didfl thou poflefs the treafures of the’ 
** world, what tl^u hail expended in benevolence will alone 
** profit thee.” 

When , the corpfe of the navob approached the refidence of 
his afiiided mother, guelling the; dil'aiter from the clamour of 
the populace, fhe burit from her apartments, and ran into the 
ftreet, beating her breaft, but was forced back with blows, by 
oruer of IChadim Houffein Khan* who fet upon the teprac§ of 
his houle to view tlie expofure of the body of fiis lord’s fan. 
Ja&r Khan was afleep when the unfortunate prifoner had nr^ 
rived, and did nc# wake till after the murder, when being in- 
formed hfm to. 

laughed, .'and. find, | am .not fo. weak as^,m’"he 
« ftich and to -hk fi:oro|»anidns fee Fant^gly , exclaim** 

edi ^ My ftther juft now feiit, hot I bdd hefore completed 
** the. affair, for am I not, my friends, fbn to the lifter of 
®* Mahabnt Jung ? How then could I be careleft upon fuch an 
occafion ?” 
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MEER JAFFIER KHAN. 


Meer Jafiier having thus become navob of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oriflii, ihortly after his acceffioh prepared to march towards 
Patna, having fonle dopbte t;c^ the fubiiiiffibh of Ramnarain, 
thfe d^tity gb^ertibr ‘ of &at city j and alio to quell fome dif- 
orders which had broken out in the diilrid of Poorneah from 
the rebellion of fome principal dependants of the late fojedaur, 
1757. Shokut Jung. In the month of SufBr, of the year 1 171,, he 
moved to Ms camp, leaving his fon Meeraun in the direftion of 
affairs at Moorihudabad.'- Here, having fome fufpicions of Meerza 
Mhadee, brother of Semuje ad Dowlah,i he commanded him to 
be put to d^th. Some report, that hie was di^atched by poi- 
■ and' f 'Others,'* 'that , ■ he, ,;'.yra8 preffed' * ■ 'fo dea^'^bi^wief^ , 3^9 

who now repent- 
ed of having of Meer Jaffier, and was pri- 

vately confpiring to refcue ' Meerza Mhadee from confinement 
and declare him foubahdar, not having been rewarded for his 
late treachery,* -as he expetfted. 

«-Uj^a Meer Jaffief^s ^arfival at* Ranjemahal, haVing appointed 
Khadtm iHoufiein Rhan ' fdjddaur of ' Poorneah, he difmified him 
to reflbre •order in that diftridfe, wMch was effected with little 
oppofltion* thte rebels being deferted by their aaherents at the 
light of his army. Ramnarain, upon the approach of the navob 
-Midi'': . . towards 
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towards Patna, unwilling to truft his promifes of fafety for his 
perfon and continuance in employment, endeavoured to obtain the' 
fupport of the Englifli j for which purpofe he dlfpatched his 
agent Geeda Mul to procure^ affiii^ances of protection from colonel 
Clive, before he would agree W Vi0tv the navob. Geeda Mul 
reprefented to the navob, that his m after was fearful of vifiting 
him without the fecurity of the . Englfth to which Meer Jaf- 
fier readily agreed. The vaqueel having gained over the fecre- 
tary, prepared a paper, and brought it for the approbation of 
the navob, who being at that time fomewhat intoxicated, W(^d 
not read himfelf, but ordered his fecretary to* tell him the con- 
tents, which he did in a flight manner, and varying from the 
fpirit.. The navob being fatisfied, fent the paper to colonel Clive, 
requefting, he 

did, 

words : ** You may come vyith .fafefy .and,, 

“ The fecurity of your perfpn, honpujr, fbrtqne,. ipiM poati^iip 
5*.^anpe m ejnploy, without fettling your accpqnts, , refts upon 
« me.” Geeda Mul hafted upon the wings of fpeed to Ram- 
narain, who repaired without hefitation to the navob’s camp^ 
where, however, he vifited firft colonel Clive, who fent an offi- 
cer of rank to introduce him to Meet Jaffier. The navob was 
offended at- his difrefpeCt in not coming firft to him, and com- 
manded him to remain in the camp, which he did, till, thi^ 
arrival. of 

MGeer Jaffier upon his arrival at Patna was vifited^^^,|^ the 
refpeftable inhabitants, to pay their allegiance upoff-fe 
fion to the foubahdary, and among them were hav- 

ing formerly lived with him on terms of intimat%;j^hai^y, hc|)l|d 
to fhare the advantages of his e^ltation* .■butj;,were moftly dffi 
appointed, by a cool receptloii.^:-.,J^ong thefe was 
ad Dien, who, in the-, days ^ his -diftre|^:ha4,^fted4l«’':’^ 

' • ■ ’ '■?’ ■ a fum 
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and now hoped to have it repaid, and to 
f the navob j who, however, aflumed towards 
iour, fearful, as the Meerza was a man of wit, 
that he might allume too much upon their 
*One day it happened, notwithftanding, that 
ng admitted to his prefence, was going to fpeak, 
expetSing a reproach, faid, “ I have not for- 
ner kindnefs, which I mean to repay j but at 
nfes of the Englifli army and other contingent 
it is not in my power. When God. fhall give 
opportunity, I will not be ^mindful of your 

fecli^of companion, 
g Mo cadre, my I am ftruck 

•ings } but, alas ! ferauje ad Ewiah plundered 
I fliould now have efteemed contributing to 
n honour.” Meer Jaffier was wc^niMy fond 
:h he always wore great numbers in 'Kis higher 
day, his neck, arm?» and turban were 

tented than ufufi, and t|e; Meetza wittily faid, 
lefe few 'Jones' about , your '^rfon are not of 

thofe of colonel Clive, 
»£Fended j and the Meerza coming in foon after, 
roved him, faying, Know you not the rank 
th^t your people Ihould dare to infult any of 
putting on a >look. of fiibmiffida* 

• patron, -1^^" dam ,I look' the- colondi in 

es to his * afs.” hfeer Jidher was filent, and 
underftand the meaning. 


;r Jaffier’s being fupported by the colonel. 







* ' ' i 


•f' .,. 


Meet faffier 4eaW . WfM ferit^h|» 

ti 1^^ j '‘''’'jjE^ ''''^CidA li^"^ ' ^I ^E' 

*,';■ -'!- . ,f , , ‘i;'KTrV‘ rfWi;'. -''«A i'. ■■!»' ' ■ w:^a'4 i 

IvJs fil<^t:;"4w Ifee.jfabjea: m kia, but -abssfed •;i^f^.«^ 
RaijQiiafamV' vaji|«eel fctf'ia^ofing up'Oa' l^^;'wiiia*i 
iniiftei that they liad writtea Jiterally accordiag to his Marac* 
tions, which he had forgotten in the multiplicity of bufinefs. 
Ife. was obliged to confirm Ramnamin in his employment, as 
the cddml'hfifijed : obfervii^. the engagemmt, - This rf- 


§ie 'th4ti . !?egan his ittntn tn b 
m^,witii:a:;,lfel!ea pafty^^,¥ his 
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^ukted the country ‘as he paffed, and at length reached thfe 
palace^ of Mahabut Jung at Moorfhudabad, where, plunging 
more arid more into profufion and voluptuoufnels, ^he became 
regardlefs of all public affairs- ' Meeraun, his fon, puffed dp with 
vanity, copied the mariners of the diffipated of Diiciy, about 
four thoufarid of whom he had taken into his pay as fol- 
diers: Giving himfelf up to women and debauchery, with equal 
a?idity as his father, though ■ more excufeable, being in ‘ the 
height of youth,^ there was no one to attend to the bufinefs of 
government. * Th^, troops at length became fo diftrefled through 
waht ^ of turned their 

favourite attendants, with thofe of the navob his father, r# onc 
was regularly paidj and the controul of thefe extenjfive pro- 
vinces was left to the direaion of three, fpies,, €i^y 
-Munny liaal,-'' and’* Aknoon' Sing.' '-.'By '.thdlf'driduenbe 'the' tenters 
. were hi' J embezzling . the ‘Shortly there 

Wa^, hot "bear 'the 


Hadee Khan and other .chiefs confpired to remove Jafiier Khan 
from the'^!riib^d by allaffi nation, when he fliould ^tte^ |be 
l^dlfrmbly month'; of 

being' •' 

the. ttea- 

font''‘'^^^^1ir’%S^-'-‘*ririrorma^ to -fave thek lives. Abd al' 




co^mocmpratSon of the deaths., ol the, Imaums, graiKifons of Maffitml. 
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Hadee Khan, finding hitiifelf difcovered, fortified himfelf in his 
own houfe, till, at length, obtaining leave to quit the prpvinces,* 
he embarked with his family from Moorfhudabad j but was 
after wartfe feiz^an^. pu|^.to .^d£ath^^^-,o|i-^-hi8 ,way up the Ganges, 
by a bapci cqnin^ navob for that 

purpofe# ';-'[’||Je^,.fCafiuili IGban, another '_;pf;Ae?,jcqa|piratprs, was 
alfo aflfiA^teii,- The widow of Mahabut * daughter 

C4^o&Gty iBegum Ameeny Begum, alfo J^otf al Nifla, 
Widow of Serauje ad Do|?lah, and her infent daughter, '-P^S 
fufpedled of encouraging the plot, were fent into conSnerneni at 
Dacca. About three months after this, rumours were Ipread of 
th?^ prince Ali Goher’s intention to enter Bengal. This intel- 
ligence alatekp the^. navob fon,^ they, ^ for thek o wn 





rev,ive4 o« t!i«5 tongwea of the wife and the dapple. Meet Jaf. 
'fier, wJiOjj when paymafter to Mahabnt Jnng, was eelehrtffid 
among the troops for his . pro&fe liberality, npon ajfeeadiag the 
mafnnd, became as mdch decried for his amatiei; • Jfe: fe 
that a ■ perfon aiking him the caufe of this, change in hisif;be-< 
haviour, he replied, that in Mahabwt Jung’s time the. public 
treafure was another’s? but now it was his own, his heart felt 
unealy to part with, it.* . ^ 

In. this fituation of al&irs, the prineo Ali Gt^ier, fen 

of the deigning having-;’ ofeape from the Iwids 

q( him' iri 'c^-. 


im ibt!bah(iar of Aleabad- This nobleman was :» 
of courage, but of little condm3:. Aufttstiw of:^j 
limits of his government, he ms . eafiy: fempted^^^ 


Offered his 
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Under pretetnce of regulating his dif|rid8, and vipting Raja 
Ramnarain, he left his fortrefs of *Teekauriy, formed an 'tm- 
canspment, and began to levy* troops. While making prepara- 
tions, a favourke- -«#cec the advance of a thouland 

rupees}' 'whMt':„4e^ndy as,^-the;;P3®^had, often,-' been repeat- 
ed,^ tp'f|y, ift'a jeftii^.;,h^ni|e»;;,iBo,-,his attend- 
ants, >^''i44'Ci®iioIaum‘ ©ho^ inherits^, his,- fe- 

1?. 4hW, ''but tbit/, rneannefs of borrowing , is frc^ his mo|kcr, 
*** and darkens Ms better qualities.” Ghqlamn Ghofe, hearing 
of this obfernp^on, was much t enraged, and rffi^fed, % fli^der 
his patron. He came and aiked for a thoufend rupees} upon 
which the raja told him,. ** Such importunity was not decent,” 
beggW^ he wcra^ defift ; , but the dther impudently de- 


Sit 'down i/liH'' you j^ve me 

exclahiit^^^-^Atip-']?^ mad |r;;,wh®p :,ibe ,ti^o#''%bj^j|(h3p ^r- 
'iail^'«rah*''»''idagger} then rufoing on,-, the 
ed foveraf, and forced his way through theip, 
hoflb, .he fled from the camp,, but was overtaken - by Soorut 
Sing, a relation of the deccafed, who called out, “ It is cowardly 
** to flv, return and fight . me.” He flopped, and dilmounting 
from his horfe, ■ a bloody conflict took place. At length, the 
tr8||Mis\4^;q^,J^ipg|b^^ he rufoed upon his^. antagppU|j^ 


** marderer-of yotjr\,pr}n€5e«|-f;.;'Upcii"'TO 

and put him to death; with and fwhrds.j^j, 

der Sing, prevented in his career- of joining 


ftandard ©f 





'T ■ 
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march towards Patna. .When Raja Ramnarain heard of his 
Imving approached beyond Banaras, he was much alarmed, nei- 
ther the havob -tior the Englilh Irmy having yet moved from 
Moorfhudabad. The- dignity of the royal name, and the terror 
of the Mogul arms, filled his mind with dread, and made him 
aft with ' caution. He pitched his camp at a little diftance 
from the city, refolving to join either "the prince dr die navob; 
whoever fliould firft arrive in his vicinity. Ifearing that' the 
royal army had crofled . the Carumnafla, and that Meet’ JafEer 
had not yet left the capital, he thought it wifeft ^ treat with 
the former j hut firft. alked the advice of Mr. Amyattf the 
chief of the, EngHfhv-Sdkiry at that with- 

“■';oat-:pi^i,;f^|^'^W:Hie'jBavoW''aimyi\he' w^s itaable to cope 

’'‘filr. '‘Arnyatt replied, that 'tb- ■l&hti- 

** felf, if afiiftance arrived, he would remain at Patna i but if 
** not, on the near approach of the enemy, he retire 

fom'e' days’ joumfey td'thd' eaftwafd towards 
** the brdets/of codncir or contingency »df'.;'evdnts-j that as for 
** RamfiafMfii,'fte' fhould’tiy!.-;tdjatfthife";iii^'#^ as he 


to ammfe both parties/^ wrote to Meeraun and colonel fclivei 
that he w^ prepared to refift the enemy, but could not brave 
them alon^^^fij^re ^ hoped they .would .'-haften to‘''hisf rfeliefit 


was^h^ith'^he prince, had written "to Ram-' 
ihieiM^’my as they believed' that I and niy 

relatioh®' 

Hbaffein, the- na^ve .’Witer of. thefe events, •• ■ 
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relations, were the exciters of his expedition. But the 'truth i?, 
I had' not the leaft acquaintance with the enemy, nor corref- 
pondence with *my fathpr, who had long refided at Dhely, 
where, like the, a^bie^^ Ipent, his time in diffi- 
patiq%^ J:piiari;:|ed a Calhmh^n Womanf .laving no con- 
cern. ;pr my mother' for ; . _%teen .years, 

during wMck h^;, enjoyed offices of great emoluraen’t, We ^fo, 
from the kindhfefe of our ’relations Mahabut Jung and his 
nephews, paiJed our time in eafe and affiu«nce,-:iipr; 
notice j fo that, except a letter of ceremony now and theny thefe 
was no other communication between us. 


DMticulars, and on 


Patna, . Mf. Amy,at|,,„wiith ,'jthe.:, r# of ^ the, ' *|pfc|a:r%l‘._ in 
ft^jil.ibp^*''^and; retired twenty ..or ,tl^ty..',cpli, tp^^ds • _BeqpI, 
leaving their ^dory cinder the proteifiadn jif Ramnarami who 
fjy. jthis .ilep was confirmed .in his refolution to viiit the prince 
and, Mahummud Kooilee Khan. He was, however, adviiedf 
againft it by Raja Moorlydher, chief of the fpies, who judged 
Meer Jaffier would in the end prevail from the affifiance of 
the.,^]^ghlh ; ^d he thought jijftiy ; but Ramnarain was deeply 
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ciephants, with one hunted horfe. I was aftonihed, that any 
other ihould be font on this bufinefs than my father, who was 
intimately acquainted with, the province and its princij^l inha- 
bitants. When I had travislled a little farther, I heard that 
my brother Nukkee Ali Khan had joined^ my father, who had 
fummoned him by letter. This gave nie^ “much concern, as 
there was no canfe for his thus fubjeding himfelf to the re- 
fentment of the navob of Bengal. ’ About funfet I. reached the 
prince’s camp, had an interview with my father, and foon dif- 
covered, that, from his haughtinefs of difpofition, he had not 
courted the attention of Mahuia|nud Khan, like Mud- 

dar,i#.’-.l|qwjWh;'4a^;yStl^s|S;i^ifer''*wjhp^^ the prince 

as' Mm indeed he depended for fubfiftance. i tdked 
him, ** Why he had joined the prince, fince it could anfwer 
** m purpofe but vexatiem of heutt, and the lofe of our jag- 
hires In -^har* which .we had 

** much . He.g^vq reply ^ but 

' I percetyi^ '' that 'hib-felt ■ ^.the Jtmdi' ijcf : iqh^TfatiOn^, How- 

evw,' it'' eanste’, ■ ratJfe-. .too was 

■t^yfeA ; ’ ^i-was , ligb'ii . inccm** 


ticid ''4f i ^ arrived 
at Patna, perfoaded Rahmarain by threats an<^ promifos to .vidt 
the prince and*Mahummud Koollee Khan j who, on their parts, 
agreed that Ms^fhould be continued in the foubahdary. Hear- 
ing' of, this, dne^dkyrhe^e that apffeinted for .the 

to . that 1 RatMaareiii; •= ardhi 

•*!® .and 

'had 'been' tO''MfeinfBottj _but, 'Upoh 
!** ' feeing ''®.^de.lMte of the' camp,' would repent '©f'-Ms timidity, 
i||?l^,s^',^,if::aflowed -to -retawitodie city, wouW iteWsfeomebaefc;**'' 
^gcily replied, *‘^.that. the* family ^ of Timur -never^ 



HISTORY OP BENGAL, . 

** dealt with treachery to any one.” I anfwered, “ that I did 
** not hint that treachery ihould be ufed, but only that the’ 
** prince and his army thould enter Patna with the raja, when 
“ he muft of neceffity become their friend, and upon intelli- 
“ gence of the fall of the city, the navoh’s army would ad- 
** vance lefs rapidly.” He anfwered, ** that Mahummud Koollee 
Khan hid the power.” I advifed him to inform him ; hut 
he laid, that, as he never confulted him, there was no caufe 
** for his intruding his advice.” This enraged me, and I told 
him, ** he had given our family to the winds.” He became 
more angry, and I was filent. 


liie amval of .the.; iajt|i';i||^,,,,h%,:hei»g Ipng in private with 
Mahummud ‘f-KoplM:' 

I mentioned what I had obferved io my faAef, ' ad 

Dowlah and others t but in vain. At length, Mahummud Koollee 
entered the royal prefence, and, having made his obeilance, took 
his place as vizier on the left of 'his highneft. He inftantly 
began to praife the raja, faying, “ He was a wife Hindoo, and 
** fpoke the Periian with great readinefs; in Ihort, that he was 
** fo much pleafed with his abilities, that he had appointed 
** him his own dewan, and given him the deputation of Ale- 
** abad.” The prince naturally alked him, ** How he could 
** place fuch eoiifi<^ce; in a perlbn at firft %hl?” when Mud- 
^r ad, Dowlah and' othere; who'-had'';lie«®'.’'g^^ifcd: by the..'r|fa' 
with a few thoulands of rupees, immediately, uttered ft^ his 
praifes for wifdom, fidelity, and all good qualities, to 

be his pledges. In a little time the raja arrive4 :iai» being 
obliged to ufe all the ceremonies of royal audkiW»i which he 
had never till now been accuftomed to, he oane up to 
throne with a terrified afpedt and parched lips, to prefe^|^ ‘ 
offering; vvhich I forget whether- the- prince' -or. Muddatf^l'^^- 
VoL. H. B b b .lah 
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kh took from him. He was then invefted with a khelautj 
but, as he had himfelf till now been only a beftower of them, 
he was much wearied with the numerous obeifances, neceffary 
at receiving every feparate part of the drefs. W^hen this was- 
over, having ftood and recollected himfelf a little, I law him 
obferving the wretched appearance of the prince, and the ftxange 
manners of his attendants, with contempt, fhame at his having 
come to an interview, and impatience to return. He was foon 
difiniffed, and went vvith Mahummud Koollee Khan to his tents, 
who permitted him to leave the camp; and the raja, imme- 
diately upon his arrival at Patna, iffued orders to ihut the gates, 
and man the walls of the city. For fome days, he continued 
to amufe the prince and Mahummud Koollee Khan with trifling 
prefents and meflages. In order to prevent hoftilities till the ar- 
rival of the navob’s army; and fuch was the weaknefs of the 
enemy, that they fuffered &erafelves to be impofed upon by 
his excufes. At length, Mahummud Koollee Khan wilhed to 
move his camp to the eaftward of the city, through which 
was the common road ; but Ramnarain reprefenting to him that 
fome diforders might arife on the march, from the irregularity 
of the Mogul troops, he confented to go another way; though 
tills denial of a paflage made it clear,. tp - 
the raja was deceiving hini_ ,ti|,,,|^,;agiri3lcfr‘''of' the navob's 
army. He encamped Foi; fome "days near the gardens of Jaffier 
Khan, and the raja kept up the farce of loyalty, by pretend- 
ing to prepare a ftatement of the revenues of the province and 
the bakncp.in., .the treafury; till, at length, intelligence of the 
jm^h of Meeraua and colonel Clive - from - Moorfhudabad ar- 
■ enemy .-becoming, more .urgent in^ .thear:- demands, 

the nief&ngers,-,::''d£ M^hpnmiadci, Koollee '.Khan from 
the bliy,. by - the irnpoitunate advice of Moorlydher, who was 
appreheafive , of the navob’s flifpedting his loyalty ; other wife, 

; ' \ • Ramnarain: 
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Ramnarain would have amufed them without hoflilities, till the 
arrival of the Bengal army, ’ 

It is a juft obfervation, ** that the weak man. a<fts the fame 
as the wife, only not till after difgracef' and fo it was 
with Mahummud Koollee Khan. Oh receiving the raja’s mef- 
fage, which was, “ that he confidered himfelf. as a fervant of 
“ the navob of Bengal, and had only vifited him as a gueft of 
“ his mafter’s, but did not underftand his demand of the pro- 
“ vince,” he flew into a violent rage, vowing that he would 
bring him by force to the prince the next day. Accordingly, 
in the morning he began to cannonade, and the fiege was car- 
ried on for fome days with great brifknefs. In all probability, 
Patna would, the operations 

been*' inteinfiijpi^;4y'«' 

fiege and retreat. This was, thw Shujah kd Odwitti ’ ^ had 
obtained his permiflion to ihclter :hi^ women in the ftrt/of Ale-. 
abad,i . cp jppetenqe* of marching to join him, bad treacherouiSy 
feized that place, and pofiefled hirnfelf of the province. Ma- 
hummud ftoollee retired from Patna, and the prince, unable to 
acSt with his own fmall army, relutbantly accompanied him. On 
his arrival at Phoolwawree, only four miles .from the city, he 
was met by Mr. Lawj who had Jhaftened with his fmaii band 
of Frenchmen from Chutterpore, (where he had reflded fi n.ce 
the fall of Serauj.e ad -Dowlab'^-' m^,dd^er;_his, 
remonftrated with him,- rttmt 

when he was fo near fuccefs. He mitrched onwards, ' add* Mr. 
Law went to vifit the prince, and oflfer his affiftance. The 
prince unhefltatingiy mfonned him, ** that he depended on 
“ Mahummud Rooliee Khan even for his d^ily expenfes, and 
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marched on in front. Being at Saffaram when he arrived there, 

I paid I*im a vifitj when he complained loudly of the folly 
of the nobles of Hmdooftan, who, he faid, were cowardly, 
giving up their empire to ruinj that he had travelled from 
Sie waft of Bengal to Dhely, and been witnefs of nothing but 
oppreffion of the poor and plundering of travellers. « Though 
« I ” faid he, “ have ufed every argument to excite fach 
« powerful nobles as » Shujah ad Dowlah and Ummaud al 
« Moolk to regulate the empire, and attempt the recovery of 
Bengal from the Engliftt, they would not attend me, nor 
** underftand their real interefb. 

Soon aftor Mr. Uw'had paffed. tte pr!n«, and wi* him 
mv &ther. mrivcd; who complained heavJy of the behaviour 
of i^ummnd KooUee Khan and highnefa, lAing my ad- 
vice how he ihonld proceed. I obfcrvad, ‘‘ That as he couU 
“ not return to Dhely, ftomthe enmity of Ummaud al Moolk, 
“ and the prince was unable to fuppmt him, ^re wm but 
« one telbume left, which was, to join MwaunSmg, who M 
great inteieft with Ramnarain, and could procure “e reftiw 

^ toto of our jaghir«» forfeited by joinmg. the prmce, fhould 
^ ^ .according y 

■waun Sing, and pbwerful, offered, . if the prince 
and Mr. Law would remain with him, to hazard an engage- 
ment with the Engliftt and Meeraun i but they would not con- 
font fearful that, as he was a zemindar, he might treachemufty 
dehver them up to the enemy to make his . pwa ^peace* R 
then agreed, that the ^ce.' to appc^ix^es* wnte 

a letter to colonel Cto-demandii®;;^^^^^^ »o«ey as the 

' ' ■ ^ ‘ ' price. 

t Kavob of 

■ Prime minifter of the empire*. 
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price of hw retreat j which he commanded me to compofe, and 
it was - fent by Nobut Khan to the colonel, * 

When Shujah ad Dowlah heard of the retreat of Ma- 
hummud KooUee Khan, he treacheroufly commanded Beny Ba- 
hadur, his deputy, and Bulwaun Sing of Banaras, to intercept 
his march, and take him prifoner. They accordingly encamped 
their forces near * Ramnuggur, on the high road, and fent word 
to the prince and Mr. Law, that they did not mean to moleft. 
them, but would oppofe the progrefs of Mahummud KooUee 
Khanj upon which the former feparated from him, and conti- 
nued their route to Chutterpore. Mahummud KooUee, againll 
the remonftran«s of his friends, confented to difband his army, 
and throw ,^^^ad, jDowlahj whO' 


after put him to death. ^ , 

• Metr upoa bsaring of fhe ^fit of Ilamnaraaitt 

to the prince. Was much alarmed, and entreated the afliiknce 
of colonel Clive, who agreed to march with his fon Meeraun 
to the relief of Patna j but it was. not the intention of the En- 
gliih, who at this time were unacquainted with the low ftate’ 
of the empire, to oppofe, if it was poffible to avoid it, the em- 
peror’s fon, for whofe dignity they had much refped:; and.it is 
certain, had he and 

a treaty might have been concladdd{‘i^i.®&|!liwiCHtt and adv^h- 
tagej but their weak condud mined thcfir afeirs, Meeasun upon 
his march halted at Raujemahal, intending to allpieiKhadim 
Houffein Khan, fojedaur of Poomeah, to an interview, at which 
he had refoived to affaflinate Mm, being jealous of his power, 
and fearful of his joining the prince. This defiga, however, te- 
ing reported abroad, the fojedaur, who was a prudent man, march- 
ed from Poorneah up the banks of the Ganges, ^ving ddf that 

h& 

» The palace of the raja of Banaras. 
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he meant to join the young navob ; but upon his arrival at 
Currangola, nearly oppofite Raujemahal, he halted, and fent an 
agent to colonel Clive, reprelenting his fears of Meeraun’s trea- 
chery, and begging his protedlion. The colonel accordingly dif- 
fuaded Meeraun from his defign; and having met the fojedaur 
in a boat on the middle of the Ganges, allured him of fafety. 
Khadim HoulTein Khan, however, not chuiing to vifit Meeraun, 
the colonel obtained for him the navob’s permiffion, much a- 
gainft his inclination, to return to Poorneah, Clive being fecurity 
for his hdelity to the navob, and the nabob’s fincerity to the 
fojedaur. Meeraun then proceeded towards Patna with the co- 
lonel j but before their arrival the enemy had retreated. Near 
the city they were vifited by Ramnarain, who artfully excufed 
his interview with Mahummud Koollee Khan, and became more 
favoured than before. Though he had importunately entreated 
me to be his agent with the prince, and I had complied with 
his requeft againft my own inclinations, he now abufed me to the 
navob as a traitor, laying, ** It W'as a ftrange world, that I Ihould 
“ be fo deceitful as to defert his fervice, and join my father j” 
though he himfelf was indeed the traitor, for his refolution was 
to join the enemy, till he faw their weaknefs. With fuch arts 
he preferved his own rejputationi but;It;.,.^,^^qjrpfi^^ 
could perfuade the Englilh that after having 

vilited the ^henay. - TThe' is, he was immenfely richj and, 
in thefc days, money can do wonders, even give vice the ap- 
pearance virtue. After fome days flay at Patna, Meeraun and 
tfie Englilh**' ^ -againft Pulwaun Sing, who fled to the hilly 
for fecurity # at the fame time fending ofefs of fubmif-' 
' ';^‘^|#hich were accept^.;-;/ perfuade'd 'the 'foung na- 

to Pahis^i did, being fatigued 

. with Siielcpnpai^, Ramnarain and the colonel to adjuft 

•ailairs VSim-ihe zemm Pulwaun Sing honourably infilled on 
Sthfe parddp of my father ahd the continuance of his jaghires, 

' ' ■ before 
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before he would accept his own, which was granted. God be 
praifed, that what I had forefeen, came to pafs. The Englifh 
approved much the letter I had written to them for the prince, 
and, being moved ’ with compaffion, colonel Clive fent him a 
fum of money. All affairs being .concluded with Pulwaun Sing, 
Ramnarain and the Englifh returned to Patna. 


Meeraun being now anxious to return to Moorfhudabad, pre- 
pared for his departure j but firft wifhed to drive from his fer- 
vice Alfaulut Khan and fome other officers, of whofe at- 
tachment he and his father had entertained fome fufpicions, 
but had concealed their jealoulies on account of the prince’s 
invafion, left they fhould have joined him. Meet Jaffier had 
inftrudted ^ their in- 

formattoui Tcfl rrage- m%ht ; 

but the truth is, they had no de%ns inimical' to t^ 
the fon. They had ever been attached to Meer Jaffier, and on 
that ’atxonnt were difplaced from the fervice pf government by 
Serauje ad Dowlah, and fuffered great hardfhips, remaining with- 
out employment for twelve months. When I was, by the acci- 
dent already related, obliged to join the prince’s army, I wrote 
a letter to Dilleer Khan, with whom I had * exchanged turbans, 
inviting him to embrace the prince’s fervice, and requefting him 
to efcort my family to the camp. He wrote me in anfwer, 
that his own head ffiouH he 

for deferring Meer Jaffieri’'hemg|eii:#^%yi^i%h''he^^^ffiould 'b^ 
forfaken by all. • ^ 

Meeraun, agreeably to the inftrudiions of his father, till the; 
arrival of Ramnarain pretended much friendfhip for Dilleer Khan,, 
but afterwards forbad him his prefence, and departed fuddenly 
in boats towards the capital,, leaving him and his followers un- 

, ■ . . ' ■ ' ' ^ • > ; def 

* By exchange of turbans, perfons adopt each other- as brothers. 
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tier long arrears of pay. Finding he could obtain no fatisfa<Ji:ion 
from Ramnarain, who pleaded that he had no orders to advance 
liim money, Ddleer Khan, with his friends and followers, went 
to Teekaury, and offered their fervices to Futteh Sing and Boo- 
niaud Sing, relations of the late Sunder Sing, who entertained 
them. Not long afterwards, Dilieer Khan joined Kaumgar Khan, 
the zemindar of Terhoot, in a petition to the prince, that he 
would march again towards Patna, and his highnefs readily 
embraced their offers of affiftance, Dillcer Khan would have 
prevailed on me to join them, but I refufed, and repaired to 
Patna. Ramnarain would have denied me a refidence, at the 
inftigation of Moorlydher and others j but Mr. Fullerton, fur- 
geon to the Englifh factory, by permiffion of Mr. Amyatt, the 
chief, gave me apartments at his own houfe, I being intimately 
acquainted with thofe gentlemen. Upon intelligence of the 
prince’s approach, Ramnarain encamped with his forces at fome 
diftance from the city, and was joined by captain Cochran, with 
fome EngUfri foldiers, frpoys, and fome pieces of artillety. 

The prince had crofled the Carumnafla, and juft entered the 
jprovince of Bahar, when he received intelligence of the murder 
.of which hei_^ ^ 

fp utiy P^®"* 

fence,' My father, in reply, 

recommended him to affume immediately the imperial authority, 
to fend the * inkftand of the vizarut to Shujah ad Dowlah, fou- 
bahdar of Oude, and the fchelaut of ameer al amra to Nu- 
jeeb ad Dowlah, a powerful Afghaun chief; alfo to dilpatch 
Munneer ad Dowlah on an embafly to Ahmed Shaw Abdailee, 
to rcqueft his afliftance, and commands to the A%halin chiefr 
of Hindooftan to acto:wledge him as emperor. The prince, 

:■ ■ ^ accord- 


* The vizier is invefted’ in office by a prefent of an itildlMid and canopy 
jfeeai the^e 


HISTORY OF BENGAL. 



acccwdingly, afeended the throne, by the title of Shaw Aulum^ 
and aded according to my father’s advice. He was now joined, 
by Kaumgar Khan with five thoufand horfe, Diileer Khan, and 
Aflaulut Khan, with their followers, when he proceeded to en- 
gage Ratnnarain, who was defeated, and with difficulty gained 
the city. Captain Cochran and Mr. Barweli wctc killed, with 
fome foldiers and fepoys? but the remainder of the Englifh, 
having fpiked one of their cannon, retreated in good order to 
Patna. Raja Moorlydher and Omar Khan, a principal chief, 
were taken prifoners. The emperor and Kamgaur Khan did 
not purfue the enemy, having fuffered much in the adion, and 
loft the two gallant chiefs Diileer Khan, and Aflaulut Khan. 
Had the royal arjmy ^folipiyid , ftigitives, it is moft probable, 

Patna wouhJ ^9 the 

■city- was in the utmoft confufioa'i-fet at ap- 

pearing, the fpirits of the inhabitants revived. . , 


The emperor next marched to attack Meeraun, who was^ 
advancing from Moorfiiudabad j but the royal army was defeated 
by the gallantry of the Englilh. In this adlion Meeraan was 
wounded. Shaw Aulum, by advice of Kaumgar Khan, how 
haftened by forced marches through the hills, in hopes of fur- 
prizing Meer Jaffier in his capital ; but the navob having timely 
intelligence from his ion Meera,un, vras prepared ^ uppp y^fefe th© 
royal army retreated, “fed maichcsd'ii^yfei^^^l'ibtite toward* 
Patna, hoping, as Meeraun Bad mdvOT fetvards Moorihudabad 
to the affiftance of his father, that the city would fell an cafy 
prey before he could return to relieve it;. Uhfertfeately for 
them, they halted a few days at Bahar, which gave time, to 
Ramnarain to prepare for defences fer the greater part of 
troops were with Meeraun, and only a few fepoys in theEn^i|h 
fadloij. Upon intelligence of the approach of the en^y, as 
many troops as were in the neighbouring diftrifts were , called 
Yol. IL C c c , hv 
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in, and Mr. Amyatt eacreafed his force to about three com- 
panies of fepoys, from the fcveral ftatioiis. At length the enemy 
commenced the liege, and a few nights after, Mr. Law and 
his Frenchmen attempted an efcalade, but were defeated by the 
vigilance and activity of the Englifli and Raja Shittabroy. They 
repeated their attempt a fecond evening in a different quarter, 
with the fanae ill fuccefs ; but the fpirits of the garrifoa began 
to fall, efpeciaily of Ramnarain. and his followers, when tney 
were revived by the arrival of an Englilh detachment under 
captain Knox, who had marched from Burdwan in thirteen days, 
and reached the bank of the river oppolite the city the morn- 
ing after the laft aJffaidt#>^%T% Mlowkig evenm^^ the Engliflr 
made a daily upon the befiegers, who were eafily defeated. 
Kauragar Khan now retired towards Gyah Maunpore with the 
emperor, and raifed contributions upon the neighbouring tiiftridts, 
for his fupport. . 

Shaw Aulum repeatedly fummoped my fether to his pre- 
fence, but he, unwilling to offend the navob of, Bengal, evaded 
coming j till at length, Kaumgar Khan, to oblige him, detach- 
ed’ "Sheoput Mtoatta -'to . rplunder his jaghire he^^, 
forced ■^..•a»Hpiy, being v^ithout de- 

p^Mure 'to' thfi,.royal'vq^p.:it-Gp@«|Ptliis, Ramnarain endeavoured 
to excite the refentnient of the Englilh againft me; obferv- 
ing, that my father, notwithftanding the refforation of Ins jag- 
hire, was leagued with the enemy and I with him, at the 
fame time that I enjoyed the Englilh protedtion. Mr. Amyatt 
fppke to me on the fubjed, and delired I would write to per- 
fuadc my father from Joining the. ernperon 1: told him, that 
** piy writmg would be of nq effed, while; my fether was ex- 

pofed to the, ravages of the enemy; but that, if he fhould 
** be allowed to come and refide in the city, he would wil- 
¥ lingly avoid going to the emperor; that as for myfelf, I had 
^ ' ** not 
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write, whicii 1 did, declaring as netore, mat ,my latner muit 
of neceffity obiey the' emperor, while he and his family were in 
the open country expofed to his difpleafure. It fo happened, 
jhe repaired to the royal camp againft his inclination, and was 
honoured with the firJft place in his majefty’s confidence. 

The enemy continued in the country of Kaumgar Khan and 
Teekaury, waiting the fuccefs of the embafly to Ahmed Shaw 
Abdallee. At this period, Khadim Houflein Khan, being fear- 
ful of the treachery of Meeraun, refolved to join the emperor i 
and inhabitants,, 

iharehed Som fc^rneah widi 'five 'fix 'thoMhlfli^Ceif-a^^^ 
feven thoufand infantry,, and upwards of forty pieces of artil* 
leiy, towards Patna, and loon arrived near Hajeeporei on the 
bank of the river oppofite the city. Had he done this before 
the arrival of captain Knox, Patna would certainly have fallen 
into the hands of the emperor, and Khadim Houflein Khan 
would have acquired great honour. Ramnarain', upon intelli- 
gence of his approach, ■ confulted with Mr. Amyatt i who ob- 
ferved, ■ that as the emperor was at a diftance from the city, 
the raja Ihould detach the greater part of the forces witlt pap^ 
tain Knox, who had -and 

with Khadim Houflein Khan. was aftoniflied he 

fhould think of attempting it with €6 final! a force j hnt Mri 
Amyatt prefling him, he promifed to prepare his troops to join 
the Englifii. Mr. Amyatt alfo defired the afliftance of Raja. 
Shittabroy, who with great willingnefs joined captain Knox with 
his followers, about two hundred horfe and foot. The En^iifll. 
detachment confided of three or four companies of fepoys,ione 
of Europeans, and two field pieces of artillery. The .troops . of 

C c c 3 , Ramnarain*., 
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Ramnaraln, according to the ufage of the prefent times,, delay- 
ed their march to fettle arrears of pay and other affairs, fb 
that not one man of them joined the captain; but on the con- 
trary, Humtneed ad Dien, a principal jemmautdaur, endea- 
voured to perfuade Shittabroy to return, by reprefenting the folly 
of attacking fuch a force as Khadim Houflein Khan’s with a 
iiandful of men, and infinuating that Ramnarain wifhed Ms de- 
ftrudion, and would be glad of the defeat of his own troops, 
to whom he owed confiderable arrears; but that he and other 
officers had re&lved not to rifk their lives and fortunes by 
joining the rafh, infatuated Englifh. Shittabroy, however, was 
not to be diverted frem ,|us, attachment, and accompanied cap- 
tain Knox acrofs the river to meet the enemy, w'hp|.^|pontrary 
to the expedfation of Ramnarain and the inhabitants of the 
city, were defeated with great flaughter, and the lofs of great 
part of their baggage and artillery. Upon this Khadim Houffeiti 
Khan retreated towards the diftrid of Butteah, and captain 
Knox, unable to purfue him, left the abfence of Ms detach- 
ment fhould leave Patna expofed to the emperor’s army, re- 
cxo&d . the river a few days after ithe battle. Shittabroy, by 
his. gallantry; and d^fervedly acquired the con^eaee of 

the EmdhftvaWhoVrewwded'Mm with? ’’ 






Not long after tK& 'event, Meeraun, who had marched from 
Moorfhudabad upon intelligence of the defection of Khadim 
Houffein Khan, arrived near Patna with Ms own army and the 
Englifh forces under ..the command of colonel Calliaud. With- 
out entering the city, they crofted the river in purfuit of the 
rebels; who having ake^y beea^ defeated by fo few of the 
Englifh, ftroye now only ' fo effe^. Ms' retreat from the pro- 
vinces. He kept up a fort of running fight for feveral days 
with the navob, tiE hls progrefs was ftopped by the hills and 
the river Ghunduc; Co. that he muft inevitably have fallen into 

the 
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the hands of Meeraun, had not an unforefecn event faved him 
from deflxudtion. ® 


• As it was now the ocxnnienicement of the rainy feafon, and 
the decree of dmne vengeance hung over Meeraun, about the 
third hour of the night of Wedneiday the eighteenth of Zee- 
Jtaud, 1173. a heavy ftorm began. The world was dark and A.D, 
gloomy to Meeraun and his aflbciates, and the iplendour of the 
day of his life and profperity changed to the black night of 
deftrudion. About a third part of the night was elapfed, when 
his companions, with his attendants, were diihiified. Meeraun, 
to guard againd the violence of the ftorm, (Quitting his large 
tent, .retired^ to a fmaller one, 

with whom *'he' generally "dept, ^dfo''t^o 

girls, a ftwy-teller, and a domeftfe to- '‘'pat his-- , 

life of the wsanen yet to remain,* after 
a fliort time he difmifled them } when the doii$eftic Iwgan tp 
pat his feet, and the flory-tellcr his charai* to the deep df 
death. God knows, whether he was fleeping, or his eye wake- 

of fate, when, in the height 


ful in expedation of the meffenger 
of a moft heavy fhower, the threatening thunder of avenging 
anger roared, and the Jightakg of wrath defeended on the 
head of 

the pofture in which 'he -lay fame flafti 

falling on the domeftic and the ftoiy-teller, killai them alfo. 

Some 


» This is the tr«e account of Meeraun’s death j which Mr. Burke, deceived 
by feMb reports, in the t^ening of his charges againft Me. Haftings, 
teo die treachery of the Englifli government,' ^ ^ ^ 

* This patting of the limbs is Common iii the Eaih to promote tarcaiation 
of the blood. . • 



HISTORY OF BENGAL, 



iillli 




Some time after the accident, when the fury of the flortn had 
abated, the attendants whofe turn it was to watch, coming in, 
faw them in the deep of death, and immediately, without noife 
or clamour, informed fome of the principal officers, whofe tents 
were neareft. Upon examination, five or fix fmail holes were 
found on the back part of .his head, and, on his body, fireaks 
like the marks of a whip. His fcymetar, ‘ which lay near his 
head on the bed, had alfo holes in it, and part of the point 
was melted. The tentpole appeared as if rotted. 


Meeraua was' of a bloody and unrelenting difpofition. With 
him, the ffighteft jeafouiy yViai to bring death on its 

objedt, ' By has mftigatioff^ khaujeh Hadee Khan and Meer 
Cauzim Khan were aflaffirfated on fulpicion of difloyaity. He 
killed feveral women of his haram with his own hand, and 
would boafi: of the adt, fayingj ** this was the true mode of 
" clearing up doubts, and eafing the mind of jealoufies ” With 
this favage ferocity, he procured the death of Ameena Begum 
qnd Goofeety Begum, the daughters of Mahabut Jung, whom 
he icaufed to be drowned; and among his papers was found 
a lift of many .perfons whom he had refolved, to eu^ 

of the campaign^'- Mi 

hi^elf ■ of 'the difloyal,^gapftj,$t. fltepofe with his friends. 

But the Almighty, p of the univerfe, would not 

permit fuch barbarity. When he beholds a people immerfed in 
Avickedne^i^^^^ommits the guidance of power over them to 
•g tyrant, punifli their offences: but he- lets, not 

■that, tyrant ,remam^^fc\evpr:,over .hiS'fervantSv- '.The , gpvprnment 
of the oppreffive htsy foi?'- the ; foripture truly 

fays, 'dominion may' but cannot 

with .eruelty. If, indeed, after necellary feverity, the cruel 
become juft, he may eftablifli their power.; or elfe, remedy- 

, ■ ■ . ' ' ' . ■■ , • ** ing" 
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« ing evU by evil, he fends one more cruel tlian themfelves to 
« overthrow their profperity.” 

On the nineteenth, in the morning eariy, the :fete of Mee- 
raun was difclofed by his fervants to .colonel Calliaud, the com- 
mander of the Englifli army, who agree<^ith them on the 
propriety of concealing his death from the troops. The body 
being opened in his prefence, the bowels were taken out arid 
buried on the fpot. Orders of march were iffued, and the 
corpfe was carried, dreffed as if alive, upon an elephant, a re- 
port being given out that Meeraun was indifpofed j brit his 
death was foon fpread abroad, and the carrying of his corpfe 
in this manner was regarded as an ex^fure of it, in revenge 

when arrived 
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before the council for their advice and approbation, and the 
majority aflented to its execution j but Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Ellis; 
Mr. Batfon, and major Carnac, difapproved the meafure. Though 
the inability of Meer Jaffier 
to be perceived by them, e; 
wifhed fais own party 
poled hife plans, according 


was not fo problematical as not 
:fpeciilly Mr. Amyatt ; yet, as he 
to prevail over Mr. .|,¥anli£tart, he op- 
i? to the maxim, “ * It is impc^ble to 
** love Alee, and not hate Maweeah.” The two parties ao 
cufed each other, in their letters to Europe, of every mif- 
management j and their mutual enmity caufed the ruiaof num- 
bers, as I lhall hereafter relate. The governor’s party being the 
ftrongeft, his meafures took place. Meer Caufim was congra- 
tulalai m M$ fuccefs, and returned to Moorlhudabad j where 
it was his 

plajw , TWs he dad Very lpec^j» 

aaad foiae other gentlemen, widi a detachment cf the aimy,« ; 

Upon due governor’s arrival at Moradbaug, a garden horde 
oppofite the c*^, on the bank of the river Baugrnttee, Meer 
Jaffier the neM morning came to viiit him, and was informed 
of the plan agreed upon by the council, which he ftrenuoufly 
refufed to accede to, though Mr. Vaniittart ufed every argu- 
ment to csopvince him that no hurt was intended to his dignity, 
but that he only meant, by appointing Meer deputy, 

rendered 'him incapable. ' rf his .honOw 

and fafety from the dangers they fullained by the ill behaviour 
of ignorant and felf-interefted miniilers. After foine ririte, the 
navob took leave, and returned to his palace. Cte the way 
back, he met Meer Caufim, who was coming to . Moradbaug^ 
Vox. U. , D d d ' 


* T Rp family of Alee, fon in law of Mahummud, was deftroyed Ry tR* 
caliph Maweeah, who is held in abhorrence by the feA of the former on 
that account. '* 
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and commanded him to return j but he pretended not i to hear, 
and proceeded. 


nor, he expreued ms tears that the navoo s having been in- 
formed of his plan, without being obliged to its execution, 
would prove hazardous to his fafety. Mr. Vanfittart expreiled 
uncertainty how to adl} upon which Meer Caalim was ftili 
more alarmed, faying, If you are at a lofs, what muft I be, 
** who am without any other fupport?” It being now dinner 
time, the governor retired to table, and Meer Cauhm to a 
feparate apartment, IJci;^ he confulted with Ali Ibrahim Khan, 
who advi&d him to wait patiently for another converfation with 
the governor, and to fee how he would adt: that if he gave 
up the plan, he could retire with his permiffion into ‘Beer- 
boom and join the emperor, who would gladly receive him. 
Meer Caufim refolved on this ftep, as a kft refource to fecure 
himfelf from the jealoufy of the navob, fliould the Englifh give 
up their defign, and with much policy, for he would have been 
joined by many perfons of rank, ’ and the troops, for whofe 
ajrrears he had ftood fecurity, were attached to himj which 
would, have ^nabi^ ..hhuf ,to have 

-Mr. renewed the converfation, 
and it was at length del^minelj ^that Meer Jaffier fliould be 
forced to accede to his meafures j for which purpofe he would 
accompany Meer Caufim to the palace the next morning. 

In the morning, Mr. Vanfittart, attended by the Engliflb.de- 
—tachment, went to the palace, and was met by Meer Caufim 
and his friends. Repeated aflurances were fent to the navob, 
that no injury was intended to his perfon or dignity. Mr. 
Vanfittart endeavoured to perfuade him that the appointment of 

a deputy 

* A woody diftriSl in Bengal, 
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a deputy in fo near a relation, would reinftate his affairs from 
the confufion in which they were involved by the mifmanage-* 
ment and rapacity of his prefent favourites, but in vain. Some 
time paired in fending and receiving melTages, when the Eng- 
lifh, finding that the navob would not confent to their requeft, 
defired Meer Caufim to affume the mufnud in his own name, 
which he did without oppfitionj the friends of Meer Jaiiier, 
who remained in the haram, having moftly deferted him, through 
fear of the Englifh. Meer Jaffier had the offer of refiding at 
the capital, or Calcutta. He chofe the latter, and embarked, in 
boats with his family, carrying with him unmolefted the treafures 
iewels and valuable effects, which had accumu- 


MEER 
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MEER CAUSIM KHAN. 
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Meer Caufim Khan, on Ms acceffion to the mujhud, finding 
the treafury low, was diftreffed to pay off the arrears due to the 
troops, for whkh he had given fccnrity, and the debts of the 
Engiilhi^ dn aocouht he haftened to reform the revenues 

of the feveral diftridls. He gave Burdwan in mortage to the 
Englifh, and pledged to them fome of Ms jewels. After muf- 
tering the army, and detedting the impofitions of feveral officers, 
he fatisfied the troops, by paying them partly in money, and 
partly by orders on the colledions. He fettled the dilburfements 
of his houfehold, fo as not to exceed Ms revenue, and reformed 
feveral ufelefe departments, hitherto kept up for fficw. He oblig- 
ed. Cheeny L^al and Munny Laal to refund confiderable fums^ 
wMch „ they had ‘ embezzled under, _the 

'tog weU .circumftahces of the re- 
lations late navobs, now exadled 

money from all whom he knew to be rich, and even obliged 
feveral courtezans to refund fums and valuable effedls which they 
had received from Meer Jaffier and his fon Meeraun; nor did 
he fpare the women and eunuchs of Mahabut Jung, who had 
retired from the court and its affairs. In Ihort, the advice of 
Saadee the poet, ** Why cdlle^feft thro smt fitrni every fubjedt 
« a grainiof filver, that thou mayeft form a treafure?” He had 
attentively liftened to, and now ftriaiy followed. Raja Suknut Sing, 
who had held great offices under Mahabut Jung, voluntarily de- 
' • ■ Evered 
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livered up aU his wealth to Meet Caufim, who him up a 
part, and ever treated him with particular regard ^d attention, ah 
lowing him to fit elofe to his Mufitud in public. Having thus col- 
leaed^ great treafure, he fatisfied the army, and ^nded &ch 
of tlie troops as he could not truft, levying others m their room i 
after which he prepared to reduce the power of the refrafto^ 
zemindars. In fta, this defcriptipn of men are “ 
left, and ready upon the finalleft commotion to forget th 
dulgence of their governors ; on which account former emperm 
never relied upon them, but always managed the, pergunnal» by 
ITown officers. On this account, in theft^ays, 
were flourilhingi and men of all ranks fatisfied an > 

is '.j' Morar Caufim 


isckc^*:'.^Meer Caulim 

sgauift Affud Zummaun Khan, raja of v . 

fofed to pay an additional demand o| revenue, eaffly defeated 

him with the affiftance of the hngmh. 

It is now neceffary, for the fake of regularity, that Ifoould 
return to the affairs of Patna and the occurrences m that province, 
fince the death of Meeraun, 

At the conclufion of the rains, 
glilh army, 

forc^ of M^erann, n^ed » ^ 

pcror and . ' Caroac after the vKloty .ftift; Raja 

was taken prfonei. offer to «t the em- 

^M^’whoTt fitft^declined them, by adviw iff Kanmp Kh^ 

Lt on the w'^k & °S 

S! hh own countty. Sha#^ 
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having moved nearer the Englifli camp, appointed the next day 
to receive the major j who came agreeably to his proniife, and 
after the cuftomary ceremonies, conduced his majefty to Gyah, 
from whence, in a few days, he attended the imperial ftandard 
to Patna. ' / 


life® 
Ik; A 
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if 
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Meer Caufim, upon intelligence of this event, haftened from 
Beerboom to Patna, much alarmed at the connedlion of the Eng- 
lifh with the emperor, efpecially as major Carnac was of Mr. 
Amyatt’s party, which had oppofed Mr. Vanfittart in his accef- 
iion to the foubahdary. He refufed to vifit his Majefty in his 

camp, either from fear of treachery, or pride, but, after much 

negotiation, cpnfented lo pay his refpe<fts to him at the Englifli 
fadforyi which was accordingly adorned for the occafion, and a 
throne placed upon the dining tables, which were covered with 

a rich mufnud. Shaw Aulum came to the factory on the day 

appointed, and Meer Caufim being introduced, made the cuftom- 
ary offerings, and was prefented with a khelaut and other marks 
of favour, when he agreed to pay the emperor * twenty four 
lacs of rupees annually Bma the revenues of the three provinces. 
4tfter the interview, the emperor took up his refidence in the 
citadel,^, and ;the' ,navo|3. -.returned to _liis, own_ holng 
Jedods ’ ‘$f my’ ' father’s attendance on#ffi’'‘®ajeftyfme prevailed 
oh''’*i&e'^'l^hg)[iihr, to'- pEQcm‘«'#he''‘r^^bfd^^ for his return to his 
jaghire, which they did, though againft their inclinations, to 
quiet his fufpicions, 

Shaw Aulum, after fome ftay at Patna, having received in- 
vitations from his vizier Shujah ad Dowlah and other chieft, 
marched from that city to join him, greatly to the fatisfkdlion 
of the navob, who fbared that the attachment of the Englifli to 
hirafeif hsight be weakened by their regard for the royal cauie. 

Meer 


I 


Two hundred and forty thoufand pounds. 
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1 returned to Patna; and indeed it was in vain that I endeavour- 
ed to draw Mr. Amyatt over to friendfliip for the navob. He 
one day faid to me, “ You well know, that I have no regard. 

for Ramnarain, but, on the contrary, diflike hinij yet, as I 
" have from the beginning taken an oppofite party to the go- 
vernor, and our difputes are referred to England, I cannot 
” befriend Meer Caufim without contradiding my own afler- 
‘‘ dons. If a decifion .fhall arrive in favour of the governor’s 
‘‘ party, he will not feek my help j but if my opinions are ap- 
« proved, and the government committed to my charge, fhould 
the navob offer me his friendihip, I fliail have no objedlion 
« to return k.” Upon this, I wrote freely to Meer Caufim 
the determinations of Mr. .Amyatt and his friends* 


The navob, upon pendffipa from the council, demanded 
Ramtjara&i to in accounts, which he did. In them the 
raja bad pia down large fiiaas paid , to Jaghiredars ; but the 
navob required the receipis of the peribus frid to have recav- 
^ed the% aS; voueiiefs.ffor the payment; adfo muftcr tolls of the 
. booW ^.of the . feveral payc^oes, esfcfr cp£|K, 





» Seventy thoufand pounds. 

* Vizier to Maiwmmud Shaw. 


te£ted embezzlements of large fuths from the revenues, the jag- 
hires, and pay of the troops, confifcated his effcds. About 
»feven lacs of rupees in money and goods were found in his 
houfe, and nearly the fame fum was recovered from perfons 
to whom it had been entmfted by himfelf and his women. 
The effeds of Gongabiflien, his treafarer, and Munfaram his 
banker, were alfo feized, under pretence of having concealed his 
treafures. A large fum was alfo coileded from Moorlydher and 
the cutwal of the city, who had been partners in guilt with 
the raja* nor was a Angle perfon of his dependants exempt 
from fines or confifcation i fo that the navob acc^uired a great 
treafure. 

inhabitants of his poffelfing full authority in hfe govei-nment, 
which in fad he did not, till the fubmiffioa of Ramnsfrain. 
He kept him in confinement in the city, but fent Moorlydher 
prifoner to Dacca, and Ameed Roy, the royroyah, with fevcral 
other perfons, to Moorfhudabad. Having obtained from the 
emperor the dewanny of the province, the government of Rhotas 
Ghur, and the jaghires of Eatimaud ad Dowlah, which had 
been under the diredion of Raja Shittabroy, he demanded of 
him an account liis condud j but he refufed to fubmt, ^d 

the' troops 'the' navohi'''bik-tft»'‘”‘'Sa^^^'W^^ owed^'lii^elt 
obligations to Shittabroy for his affiflmce in the with 

Khadim Houflein Khan, prevailed with Meer 
mit his claims upon him to the decifion of the ccteicil, which 
he dMi depending on the governor’s fupport - of his' caufe. SMp 
tabroy accordingly accompanied &a|or Cariw t» Calcutta 

' " "-'E 
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as^, . on enquiry, no mult could be proved upon him, the gover 
nor and council granted him an efcort to conduiSt him in fafetj 
out of the provinces fabjeffc to Meer Caufim, into the territo. 
ries of the navob of Oude, where he chofe to retire. 


Meer Caufim, fince his acceffion, had paid great attention 
to the forming his army, which he greatly ftrengthened by the 
addition of a regular artillery and feveral battalions of fepoys, 
clothed and difciplined like the Englifh j alfo a body of regu- 
lar cavalry. Thefe were commanded by Gregory, an Armenian, 
who was .diftinguilhed by the title of Goorgeen Khan, and was 
the chief cppfidant -'ihev this force 

he refolved to "fld^e the power of the Bahar zemindars, who 
had hitherto been too independant on government. He com- 
manded them all to attend his perfon. Kaumgar Khan, dread- 
ing punilhment for. his fupport of the emperor, flielteied hira- 
felf in the mountainous parts of his country, and refufed to obey 
the fummotts, Boonniaud Sing and Futteh Sing of Teekaury, 
telying on their fidelity during the laft invafiofi of Shaw Aiilum 
fer protection, canie in, hiit were immediately ordered into 
‘ I*u|^nn , 'S^g ^ and 

. his ■ reduce - Kaumgar Khan. 

Upon the approach of the navob, the zemindars of Bhoje- 
pore evacuated i^ir diftriib, and fled acrofs the Ganges 
the dominions of Shiigah- ad Dowlah; and Meer Cau&b, hav- 
feg ■.'Appointed CQnfidoritiJ'.’@ffiders;%f ' tiie pmtedion'^tif^tiie' 'Coun- 
try, ‘fencnmped for --fotne' ^ti£&B^''at ’ba&irfr?;after': which he re- 
turned ,F«ltna*; and from thOlice to Monghyr, which fortrefs 
% had ordered to be repaired, intending to make it his prin- 
jipfl sefWence. During his ftay at Saflfaram, feveral perfons 
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Wfisre put to death, and others confined on iufpicion of trea- 
chery, which occafioned the Englifh to remonftrate upon Ilis 
cruelty i but as, by the articles of the treaty with him, they 
could not interfere ii) the government of the provinces, he little 
regarded it, thinking it fufficient to inform them, that he had 
reafons for his condud. 


As it is incumbent on. the recorder of events and adions 
of men to fpeak the truth, I fhall now mention fome of his 
good deeds, as I have already done the evil. Though Meer 
Caufim from experience was very fufpicious of the fidelity , of 
the troops of Bengal, and the attachment of the great to their 
patrons, and therefore, for flight offences, puniftied with confif- 

payment of his army and houfehold, in attention toi ihor Mm- 
ed, in a liberal ceconomy and well-judged bounty to 
was the mirror of his age. Two days in the week, after ; thp 
ufage of former times, he held a court of Jufticej at w^ch 
he revifed the fentences of the inferior coufts, and examined 
himfelf the plaintiff and defendant, with their witneffesj fo that 
it was not poflible for any officer of juftice to change wrong 
into right for a bribe. He alfo proteded the owners of fmall 
villages apd farm? from the rapacity of the great zemindar, 
who ■ in.c' 

rights of the poorer landhoIdei:s.^|'i|e'.;’’d|lpOT'’'&^ cofll^."^d- 
rations of the * Imaum Bareh, prepared by Serauje a||^P|oWlah 
at the expenfes of fome lacs, into money, an4,<|^|^oikd, it tp 
the poor and pilgrims to the holy fepulchres, •v^hh< |n additional 
Itm ^ffom his own purfe. His, negled of the of , his ^ 

pendants I ^ never heard one perfon, complain,' ofj but, it. ,,i^^;^ 

'.Jy j .Je- ; y “ViS; 

* The place in which the cektotioaof thcaimttal 
Or family of Alcci, is celebrated, • . ; ' 



HISTORY OF BENGAL. 


tain alfo, fuch was their dread of his feverity, that no one flept 
with fccurity in his fervice. As Meer Caufim wifhed to be upon 
an equality in, rank with the vizier Shujah ad Dowlah, he 
procured from the emperor the rank of eight thoufand and title 
of ® Ali Jah I from which time he was never mentioned but 
by that appellation. 


At this interview Meer Caufim complained, that much mer# 
c|lj|iidiz;e pafled the cui|tom houfes free of duty, under 
.«£’!,|:ugj[ifh trade, bebn^|,_ .perfcMis, _by, ,whiM|tri^' 

venues:, -'fuffered .-great that all goods, 

but thof%©f thse com|^ny,i fhoul^ be made liable to the cttf-. 
tcpary diitjes. The governor obfefved, that it would be difii- 

' . cwlt 

^ ' ? Eaalted in digaily. / . ’ 
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cult to annul a privilege which had been for fome time ufual, 
but that he would, on his return, to Calcutta, endeavour to 
redlify the abufe; and advifed him, till he fliould hear from 
him on the fubjeiS;, to permit matters to' remain as they were. 
Meer Caufim, prefuming On this promife, refolvcd to coiled the 
cuftoms, and wrote to his officers, that as he expeded ffiortly 
permiffion for the purpofe, they ffiould contrive to dop by one 
pretence or other, all goods till its arrival. The officers, eager 
to obey, but not poffeffing fufficicnt caution, began immediately 
to enforce their orders and demand duties with great rigours 
upon which the Engliih chiefs of Patna, Dacca, and other places, 
whofe agents they had ill treated, took the officers of the cuf- 
toms jp^fottfers, and cpippfaiujgd to their government, from whom 
they had pri- 

which had not 'yet 

Tho navob was at this time on Ms Tetorri from an ufiluc;^ 
cefiful' expedition againd Neipal, a country to the north ead of 
Bengal, faid to abound in gold, which he was eager to'pofEed, 
The intelligence of the boldnefs of the Englifli, made him re- 
turn to Monghyr with greater expedition. He paffed Patna with- 
out vifiting, as ufual, the Englifli chief, and iffued orders for 
^eiSn^ their native agents in the feveral didridls, and fending 
diem to 

in cafe he ffiould jSnd it advifeable to b&k with the Eoglifti* 

' '• 

By this precipitate condu£t of the navob, 1^. Vlffi 
pTi^V^ted from procuring the affent of his couheji to the plan ' 
he intended, and obliged, by a majori^ df votes, do de- 
ma||i. fatisfadion for the con^ment o£ th& 'agents, ^and^^^^an 'ie|i ’ 
em^en' -ffiom ' duti^ futdt^r'.’ ■'the "iiavob’ u^n 
orders to excufe the merchandize belonging to perfom every . 

, ‘ ’ ' . . defaiption 
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defcriptlon from duty, declaring to the council, that as the richer 
traders palled their goods under the Englilh name to evade the 
cuftoms, he muft, to avoid the oppreffion of the poor, wholly 
annihilate the colledion. With regard to the releafe of the 
agents, he wrote, that when his fhould be liberated from Cal- 
cutta, and arrive at Monghyr,' he would fet theirs free. 

This determination offended the prevailing party in council j 
who faid it was intended to aftront them, by putting them on 
a footing with common merchants ^ that if he meant to live in 
amity with the Englifli, he muft excufe their trade, ^formerly, 
and collea: from others ^ m attam wMch objeds, they would 
fend two of Ifieir body to the navob as ambafladors. hk. Van- 
ftttart, being in a minority, was obliged to execute the refolu- 
tion of council, and Meffieurs Amyatt and Hay were fent to 
Monghyr j but he wrote privately to Meer Caufim, entreating 
him for hib own fake to comply for the prefent with their de- 
ftiands, however difagreeable it might be to him, as a little time 
WOtlld bring orders from Europe^, tlmt vstotild latisfy his utmoft 
Wilhes } ISat if by Sis ^lalhneft he fhould provoke a war, it 

to- heal -the -fare^b,.;. Th^,::aayob 






had^a was well informed of their 
genius and cuftoms. This man, inconfiderate, and conceited of 
his own abilities, recommended a difregard to the governor’s ad- 
vice, faying, that the prefent was a ftruggle for fuperiority be- 
tween the navob and the Englifli, : and if h® gave up, i© wotdd 
dafly become more degraded, »>but that if he now tded with 
rdTolulifgin^ they, would be obliged to Caufim was 

■ overcomeahy his argument, and determined to follow his advice. 

. ftpprehen&.g that th= bankir Jugg«t S=el, it cafe of a tm, 

■ might. 


Pctrufev an eminent Armenian merchant. 


. • 

' 'i' ' 
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might affift the Englifh, as he had before done In the depofi- 
tion of Serauje ad Dowlah and on his own acceffion to the 
mufoud, he font for him and his brother to Monghyr, where 
he commanded them to fetde, and placed ipks to obferve their 
condudi. ' 


Thefe two perfons were grandfons to Jnggutt Sect Fntteh 
Chund, the principal merchant and banker of HindoOftan, . and 
inherited his immenfe wealth. They could pay a bill of ex- 
change at fight for a ‘corore of rupees. When, during the firffc 
invafion of the Mharattas in the time of Mahabut Jung, fheir 
warehoufes were plundered of two corores, the lofs was confi- 
■dered by' the 


When Meer Gaufim heard of the ambafifadors’ arrival at Mc>or-» 
fliudabad, he fent Abdoolla Suffevee and me to meet him ; ob- 
ferving, that as we were intimate acquaintance of Mr. Amyatt’s, 
he would fpeak before us without referve, fo as to enable us to 
inform him of the true objedt of the miffion. He fent with us 
twenty runners, a writer, and two head fpies, who were to at- 
tfind us, dilguifed as fervants, whenever we (hould vifit the 
Englifli gei^^^^^r^_^^y 'us,^ widi orders ^to^ communicate, daily 

particulars ' of 'which were'.t4*"'h<^'-^y^^"'^ 'the near^.jpo^, 
and forwarded by exprefs forShis information. Under cir- 
cumftances we proceeded, and met Mr. AmyatL Per- 

fandi, 

* A jpjillion fterlmg. ^ n 

P In the native adminiftrations, this hoafe was fectirity for- the renters oi^ 
Venhes and thus the. colIeSiohs in |^eral piffed through their hands; ' 
yeaxSi 'i&e .Beets have..lefien®d 'thefe. L^^cefns.,';, Their 'houfe was plfij^satsd^fe 
vaft fum by Meer Caufim, ssrhen he began his fear with the Englil^ 
yet very wealthy and refpe^ble. ^ 
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faud j but during our embrace at the firft interview, contrived 
to hint to him that we were accompanied by fpies, which pre- 
vented him from talking too freely. We had feveral converfa- 
tions in our way to Monghyr, all of which were conveyed to 
the navob, by ourfelves and the fpies j but one day, to obviate 
his fuipicions of our referve, I faid to Mr. Amyatt, What 
are the true objedls of your embafiy? we are well wifliers 
to both parties, and ifyou would communicate your fentiments 
freely, we will declare what we think for the benefit of both.” 
Mr. Amyatt, with a loud voice, replied, ** You, natives, Qjeak 
before us what you think will pleafe us, and in prefence of 

the aivob,. . w^, ■feJai,. ..fo.; ;that neither , can learn 

^the tmtih/ thw^ore I am come as ambaffadcr, that he »iay 
** know our real fentiments and we' his, without intervention, 
and I have no occafion for your confidence or advice.” We 
wrote the above to the navob, as did the ipies alfiij and we 
•often repeated our requeft to the Englifh gentlemen, that he 
might nc^ ful|«^ us to be negl|6ful of his- commands. At 
length, on our arrival at Bhaugu|pore, we itceived an order, fet- 
ing forth, that as the Englilh gentlenaen would not open their 
^intfe to «8, our ftay With them was unneceffiur. Upon this 


miffed US ; hut S^a^W'hOtirs after fent for me again. When 
I reached the palace, Goorgeen Khan was fitting with him, to 
whom the navob was relating what I had faid, I fat down at 
a diftance with Ali Ibrahim Khan. At length the navob called 
ine to him, defiring that- 1 would repeat what I had heard ftom 
fbe Ettglifih, to Goorgeen Khan^ I did fo ; arid the liatob fliew- 
ing figns of anger and "unbelief, Gottfgefeh Khan obferved, that 
if the breaft of, an Englilhman was to be cut open with a dag- 
ger, it would be* impoffible to difcover the fentiments of his 
heart; then turning to me, he continued his queftions. I had 
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not faid much, when he impatiently exclaimed, “ Why are you 
** fo tedious? I will afk you only your opinion on four points*. 
“ What are the caufes of Mr. Amyatt's coming? Does he in- 
** tend treachery to the navob ? Is he come as a fpy, to learn* 
** the ilate of the fort and army ? Is he come with friendly or 
** inimical defigns ?” I was much dillrefled, but replied, I am 
aftonillied at your queilions, after declaring that it is impofli- 
ble to difcover the fentiments of an Englifhman, even if you 
** cut his bread: open with a dagger. How Ihould I learn Mr. 
** Amyatt’s thoughts ? As for treachery, he is without troops, 
** and therefore has more caufe to apprehend it, than form de- 
** figns of praftifing it on others. With refpedt to being a fpy, 
** every one who enters the fort muft make obfervations, fo 

to his 'intentions, they are thefe, ' to 'lira' of 

the navob from himfelf to the Engliih. If they are ftiendly, 
he will be fo tooj but if not, a rupture will certainly enfue 
between his government and ours.” The navob approved what 
I had faid, and difmifled m*e j but Goorgeen Khan was much 
dilpleafed. 

Three days after the above converfation Mr. Amyatt arrived 
at Monghyr, and was vihted by the navob. The next day Mr, 
Amyatt returned the vilit, accompanied by Mr. Hay, captain 
Johnfon, and Mr^ Gulfton> an araia,|?le, youngs^ man, who Ipoke 
the Perfic fluently, and two or three other gentlemen. Thofe 
were meerly vifits of ceremony j leveral others pafled, in which 
there were warm arguments and upbraidings on the part of the 
navob and the ambafladors. At one, Mr. Amyatt being treated 
difrefpedtfully by the attendants at the palace gate, complained 
of the infultj which the navob attributed to the ignorance of 
his fervants ; but Mr. Amyatt knew they dared not ad info- 
VoL. II. F f f lently 
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lendy without the pleafure of their mafter, and bore the affront 
in his mind, though, from politenefs he accepted the excufes. 


‘ Another day, Mr. Gulflon and captain Johnfon, agreeably to 
the cuftom of the Englifh, taking a ride into the country, were 
flopped by Ibme horlemen and * peons, who threatened to fire 
upon, them if they proceeded. They, complained to the navob, 
who pleaded ignorance of the mifbehaviour of his people. Such 
occurrences as thefe threw daily impediments in the way of 
frienddiip. The navob confulted with Ali Ibrahim Khan and 
other principal fervants, who advifed amity and forbearance to 
the ' Englifh j which he would often determine upon, but as often 
altered his opinioii, firom the incendiary councils of Goorgeen 
Khan. At length, Ali Ibrahim Khan freely told him, That 
if he chofe not to follow his advice, he wilhed to be excufed 
from his councils; but that whether he meant war or peace 
“ with the Englhh, it was unbecoming his own dignity and the 
“ ufage of flates, to affront their ambafladors, whom he ought 
rather tO diftinguifh more kindly than ever.” Meer Caufim 
was alarmed, and altered his behaviour ; upon which Goorgeen 
Khan left off attending the durbar. 


At this time,,, fome with goods -and five 

hundred mufqtt^s Patna, were flopped by Goor- 

geen Khan ; upon which Mr. Amyatt remonflrated to the navob, 
but in vain. Ali Ibrahim Khan reprefented, that the navob was 
wrong in reftwining them, for, if the Englifh wiffied for war, 
^besaddition of five hundred mufquets was of little confequence. 
'ij.|^..,this the nariSh.^^ed,'' jf he would declare "this opinion 
beferSi.iSoorgeen Khafiv'^'llie’' anfwered»^''’-%rfaialy. Meer Caufim 
then to him, with Raja Nobut Roy, to aik his opi- 

nion ; but the Armenian infolently exclaimed, ** I am a foldier, 

. ■ ,,, ■ ■ , , ■ ts 

■ * Foot folclkrs* 
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and have no buiinefs to advife ; let the navob confult with 
his minifters, and call for me only in the day of battle.^’ 
Raja Nobut Roy being intimidated, was filentj but Ali Ibrahim 
Khan replied, “ The navob alks the advice of his general, and 
it is plain he has ever aited from it. Why then do you not 
give your opinion what you think will be for his intereft.” 
Goorgeen Khan, placing his hands expanded together, faid, “ The 
navob and the Englifli are like thefe, equal.” Then, fold- 
ing the fingers of one hand, he exclaimed, “ If the navob re» 
** folutely oppofes Mr. Amyatt, he will be like this hand, over 
the odierj but if he fubmits to his demand, the contrary, 
** cruflied and overpowered. He is the mafter, let him adt as 
** h# chufes.” Ali Ibrahim Khan communicated this to the 

afidei^^'*ai&d''^ he prepared for war.- 'Mr. 

was ufelefs, demanded his difiniffion j which at firft was refilled, 
but, after much argument, the navob permitted him and the 
other gentlemen to depart, keeping Mr. Hay as an hoftage for 
his agents in confinement at Calcutta, till they Ihould be difeharged. 


Mr. Amyatt on his departure from Monghyr wrote to Mr. 
Ellis, the chief of Patna, to be upon his guard, as the difagree- 
ment with the navob, muft fliortly break out into" an open rup- 
turev^^^^^ M a declaration of war as certain 

W'hen Mr. CMcud^^ having„allowed -as many 

::days1:ik^;:hb>l;thdught' •pouli:-:- 'Garfy;4.;lilttf 

navob’s troops, refolved to poffefs himfelf of the city of Patna 
by furprize. Accordingly, near day break in the morning of 
Friday, the twelfth of Zeekaud, 1176, captain Carftairs, with a a. 
detachment of Europeans and fepoys, fcaled the walls with little 
oppofition, the guards being moftly olF their polls, not fulped- 
ihg an attack. He then formed his troops into two divilions, 
and marched firing towards the citadel, each divifion by a fe- 

F f f 2 parate 
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parate ftreet. Meer Mhadee Khan, the foubahdar, being inform- 
ed of the attack, collected as many of his garrifon as he could, 
and oppofed the enemy but, after a fhort ftruggle, fled by way 
of the eaflern gate, with his followers, out of the city towards 
Monghyr. An ofiicer named Mahummud Ameen Khan, retired 
into the palace of Chehul Settoon, refoived to defend itj and 
Laal Sing, the commander of die garrifon in the citadel, thut 
the gates, and fired from the walls. Except thefe two places, 
the whole city was now in the pofleffion of the Englifli, whofc 
troops, contrary to their ufual cuftom, feparated and began to 
plunder the houfes of the inhabitants. Meer Mhadee Khan on 
his arrival at Futwah, about fix miles from the city, met a de- 
tachment which had been lent to reinforce hi^ from Mong- 
hyr, and hearing alfb of the refinance in the palace and citadel, 
he refoived to attempt recovering the city from the Englifli, 
and marched along the banks of the Ganges towards the eaftern 
gate. The Englifli on his approach drew up under the walls, 
with two pieces of cannon in their front, upon the bridge over 
the ditch j but were obliged to relinquifli their poft by a fevere 
difeharge of rockets; and having fpiked the cannon, they re- 
tired towards their fadory, and were purfued by the enemy. 
The remainder of the Englifli in the . fbl-^ 

lowed the example of their having gained the 

fadory, fliut the gatts; ’ TliiSi furrounded by the enemy, 

about midnight they retreated to their cantonments at Baukipore, 
and from thence in boats up the river to Chopperah, and to- 
wards the frontiers of Shujah ad Dowlahj but being attacked 
by,,i^e fojedaur of Sirkaur Saran, were obHged to lay down 
ti(gir,arms, aud furrender themfelves prifoners, when they were 
fentifi Confinement to MCnghyr. 

The navob Meer Caufim, upon intelligence of this fuccefr 
©f his arniS;, ifliied immediate orders to the officers of the feveral 
, ' ' diftrids 
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diftrids to flaughter every Englifliman in them. Mr. Amyatt, 
unfortunately for him, was at Moorfliudabad at this time. It 
was in vain that he defired to be fent prifoner to the navob. 

A Jemmautdaur, named Shawfowaur Beg, put him to death with 
his companions, and fent their heads to Meer Caufim. The 
Englilh fadory at Caufimbazar was plundered the lame day. 

When intelligence of this event reached Calcutta, Mr. Van- 
fittart wrote to Syed Mahummud Khan, governor of Moorihud- 
abad, threatening him for his cruelty i obferving that the mur- 
der of ambafladors was againft the law of nations, for which 
he flhould fuffer, if it had been done without the orders of the 
navob his mafter j but if Meer Caufiin had commanded it, he 

heldjjrhdt'Mri -Vanfittart being' ' much . 

attend, he deputed Mr. Haftings to deliver his fentiments to the A.D.iy! 
members} but fome difpute arifing in the violence of debate 
between Mr. Batfon and Mr. Haftings, the governor hearing of 
it, was alarmed for their fafefy, and, ill as he was, ordered him- 
felf to be carried to the council. Upon his deliring to know ; 

the pleafure of the members, the majority declared for war with 
Meer Caufim, and the reftoration of Meer Jaffier to the muf- 
nud} which being determined upon, he was proclaimed at Cal- 
cutta, and preparations made for his march againft the enemy. 

. ,, ■ 

Meet Caufim Khan, on the : ptd&aly of a rupture with 
the Englifti, had ordered Mahummud Tukkee Khan, foje- 
daur of Beerboom, to march with his troops in order to oppoCe 
the pafifage of an enemy over the » Bhaugruttee } and Syed Ma- 
hummud Khan, governor of Moorfliudabad, was direfted to affift 
him with what troops he could i^are from the defence of the 
city. A reinforcement was alfo feiit from Monghyrj but on its 

arrival' 

* The river near Moorfliudabad. I 



chiefs ia command 
k.kee reprefented the 


Englifli fepoys was 
Hybut Oollah Kh; 
refolved to intercept 


father in law of Serauje ad Dowlah, affuming the command in 
the name of Meer Jaffier, went to meet him. In a few days 
Meet Jaffier with the Engliih army arrived at the capital, and 
proclaimed fecurity to the. inhabitants. After a fhort flay, he 
proceeded towards to^^piigage the . army of %er Can- 

fim, , which was advanem|;;,fr^''^that^^lh#.v ' ‘ ' 

, Meef Caulim Khan, upon intelligence of the defeat and 
j^th of Mahummud Tukkee Klian, was much alarmed. He 

ordered 
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ordered the remnant of the beaten army to take poft at Sootee, 
and reinforced them with fix thoufand horfe under AlTud 0®1- 
lah Khan, fojedaur of Terhoot, the rocket men of Meer Nalir, 
and feven or eight battalions of fepoys, with fixteen pieces of . 
cannon, commanded by Maulkar an Armenian, and Sumroo a 
German, in order to oppofe the advance of the enemy. Sheer 
Ali Khan, fojedaur of Poorneah, with the troops of that diftrid, 
alfo joined them. 

On Tuefday, the feven th of Mohirrim, 1177, the Englilh A..D, 
army reached Sootee, and an engagement took place, which 
ended in the fuccefs of the enemies of Meer Caufim, though 
they did not exceed more than three thoufand men, Europeans 

brook of Oodwahy- bn' tl^e 

Caufim had thrown up firong entrenchments.' Meer Caufim 
had, upon the former defeat, fent his women and treafures lor 
jfecurity to the fort of Rhotas, and he now prepared to march 
in perfon to Oodwah from Monghyn As he was naturally prone 
to filed blood, and this difpofition was encreafed by the infti- 
gation of Gorgeen Khan, in this feafon of alarm, he refolved 
on the flaughter of feveral perfons, whom he had imprifoned 
on fufpicion of their fidelity. The principal of thefe were. 

Raja Ramnarain, Raj^_ Raujeboolub, Meeraun’s dewan, the Roy- 
royan, 'his Sihg "of'Tee- 

kaury, and feveral other piinci^l "Seiimmlars. All thefe he 
put to death j and it is faid, the firfi; was drowned with a bag 
of fand tied round his neck. The Englifh captives were con- 
fined more ftrictiy, and Goorgeen Khan advifed' their death ; but 
the navob had a private reafon in his own breafi: for as yet 
preferving their lives. His army, according to the wretcliM 
cultom of Hindooftan in a ifeafon of diftrefs, began to fib dif- 
orderly! but he kept them from mutiny by gentlenefs, and 

marched. 
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marched as far as the Nullah of Chinnanuggur, where he, halt- 
ed, and detached feveral bodies to join the troops at Oodwah. 
He would have fent Goorgeen Khan to command, but the Ar- 
menian evaded his wifhes, by pretending that he had vowed to 
remain for the defence of his perfon, from which he could not 
feparate. 

At this time, Meerza Nujeef Khan, who had fled from the 
perfecution of his relation Shujah ad Dowlah the vizier, came 
to offer his fervices, with his followers j which Meer Caufim 
gladly accepted, and fent him to Join the troops at Oodwah. 
Thefe, confiding in the flrength of their fituation, were immerfed 
in floth and,, pleafure, felf-fecure from the attack of an enemy, 
but too cowardly to offer battle. Meerza Nujeef Khan#£hortIy 
after his arrival at the camp, willing to delerve the favour of 
Meer Caufim, having feledled a band in whom he could con- 
fide, iffued one night from the entrenchments, and fording a 
piece of water in the rear of the Englifli camp, where Meer 
Jaffier’s tents were pitched, attacked the enemy about daybreak. 
Meer Jaffier fled to his boats j but his allies coming fpeedily 
to bis afliftance, repulfed Nujeef Khan } who, however, fre- 
quently,.. |larmed.,, them ^ by . fimll^^ attaclaL ,^p,^.,.ffl^iaa6^ 
Bhel^^jcj,..-ead^voar by' which he came 

. upon.theto, ■'btaf,i»-'fr)mei,,(kys‘’m vain. 

At length, a deferter from their camp, who had embraced 
the navob Meer Caufim’s fervice, of which he had grown weary, 
and wifhed to return to his countrymen, having obferved the 
route of Nujeef Khan^ one night purfued it, and fording the 
lake, placed flakes to mark the paf^ge, , Reaching the camp 
of the Englifli, he communicated *the difcovery he had made, 
and offered himfelf as guide to furprize the enemy, on condi- 
tion that he fliould be pardoned his defertion, which was readily 

granted. 
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granted. Scaling ladders being prepared, on the night fixed for A H- 
the attack, the grenadiers of the army, putting their cartouSh 
boxes on their heads, began to ford the lake. It was agreed, 
that on their afcending the entrenchments a portfire fiiould be 
lighted, as a fignal to the camp, when an attack was alfo to 
be made on a bridge over the brook of Oodwah. The grena- 
diers, after a difficult march of near a mile up to the waift in 
water, gained the fhore under the entrenchments. The guards, 
depending on the improbability of an enemy’s croffing the lake, 
were afleep j and the Englifh, mounting the walls by their 
ladders, entered the camp. . At this time, a trumpeter awaking, 
difcovered them, but was difpatched by a bayonet before he 

'camp attacked * the bridge," and 
^'Chafp - of: 'cannon -i and < howitzers.: ":The;;:;;:|re 
a dreadful firing within, with great flaughter. The enemy were 
too much confufed to refift them, and every one tried only to ^ 
effedt his efcape from between two fires, the Englifii troops 
having now forced the bridge and entered on that fide. Mal- 
kaur and Sumroo had fled with their battalions on the firfl: 
alarm, and fuftered little lofsj but numbers of the other troops 
were killed by the fire of the Englifii, and many drowned in 
croffing a brook ^^in their flight. Affud Oollah Khan, deferted 
by his attendants,’ Was dbliged on foot fae- 

:::ffire;::he;’:Couidi^ a::’hQrfe;;:-;y;ile:^a::;:itffjeief::::KJiah^ 

followers fled into the hills. A great plunder fell into the 
hands of the vidtors, with little lofs . on their fide. 


The intelligence of this defeat plunged Meer Caufim into 
defpair. He left his camp privately the night after, haftened to 
Monghyr, and was followed by his army the next day in great 
diforder. At Monghyr he remained a few days to Tccure his 

Q:,g 
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effeds, and revive the exhaufted fpirits of the troops. At this 
tirde, AH Ibrahim Khan advifed him to releafe the Englifh 
prifoners, and permit them to join their friends, as a means of 

foftening their refentmentj but, at all events, if he did not 

chufe to releafe the men, to fend the women in boats with 

a meffage to major Adams. Meer Caufim advifed with Goor- 
geen Khan, who refufed his aflent. Arab AH Khan with two 
battalions of fepoys, being left to garrifon Monghyr, the navob 
moved towards Patna, carrying with him the Englifh captives, 
who fulFered great hardlhips from the want of proper accom- 
modations. When he approached the “Rowah Nullah, he halt- 
ed, intending to make a fta»dj but this refoiution was laid 
afide by the fiiddeh death of Goorgeen Khan. 


This man was univerfally hated by the troops for his feverity 
and pride. He had introduced the Englifh difciplinc, and wanted, 
like them, to keep up the fame order and refped in time of 
diftrefs as of good fortune, never confidering that they poflefs 
qualities peculiar to themfelves, which enable them to maintain 
fuch order over their fervants at all times. He had the pre- 
fam|>tion to flatter himfelf, that an Armenian, always ufed to 
trade, coaid oWi^'ffciangers to fuhmit 
iKtef'i-l 




To proceed: Meer Caufim halted a few cofs from the 
Rowah. Goorgeen Khan, according to cuftom, remained to 
guard the rear of the army. He was fitting in a fmall tent, 
when fome troopers came to demand their pay. He gave them 
abufive language, which they returned; and being enraged, he 
called for his attendants to cariy theih to the guard; but the 
troopers, drawing their fabres, cut him down, and made their 
•ffcape. C^ufion prevailed in the camp, and Malkaur fired 
\ ' ■ ' / fome 

* A rivulet ia Bahar. 
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fome fiiot at the murderers. The report of the cannon reached 
the navob, who, thinking the Englifli had attacked Goorgeen 
Khan, was fo akrmed, that he mounted his elephant and fled. 
The troops followed his example, and during the whole night 
were employed in crofTmg a bridge of boats thrown acrofs the 
Rowah. Meer Caufim now advanced haftily to Patna. 

On his way, he put to death the two bankers, Juggutt Sect 
and Raja Serroop Chund. On his arrival near the city, he 
halted for fome days at the gardens of Jaffier Khan, and en- 
trufted the defence of Patna to Mahummud Ameen Khan. 
Upon hearing that the enemy had taken Monghyr, in a fit of 
rage, he ordered Sumroo to put the Englifli prifoners to deaths 

the order.' He proccedS*'’’<Ml^*Nii^SI|l^"t^ 
tfie houfe of Hajee Ahmud, brother to Mahabut Jung, wh^c 
ihey were;;- :qonfltted,:;;;;and- ’’diipatched / themy:^ 
their apartments. It is faid, they made what refiftance they 
could, bj?' throwing bottles and fiones at their murderers. I 
have heard alfo, that a few days before, they had endeavoured 
to bribe their guards to give them arms, with a defign of 
effeding their efcape, or dying in the attempt. Dodor Ful- 
larton was the only one who was fpared, he having been of 
great fervice in his profeffion to feveral chiefs, and efteemed by 

The morning after this maflacre, of which I was ignorant, 
I happened to go to the durbar, and after fome time was 
rifing to take leave, when the navob defired Hio . to flay, lay- 
ing, that a friend of mine was coming j hut iSlinediately aftpr 
ordered me to depart, and he would fend for me when he>pk?ie, 
I repaired to my tent, and in a ihort time was called , by a 
mefienger from Meer Caufim. Soon after my toival, Bodor 
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Fullarton was brouglit to the durbar in an Indian drefs, and 
acfvording to the cuftom of our country, prefented fome rupees 
as an offering, which the navob refufed, faying, “ I’his has not 
been ufual between us;” and embraced him, commanding him 
to lit near me, which he did. Meer Caulim, addreffing, him, 
faid, “ How can you jullify treachery to friends ? You received 
“ the Engliili troops into your houfe, on pretence of indifpofl- 
tion, to furprize my people.” The Dodtor with much fer- 
titude replied, “I fear not death; you have murdered my 
companions, and may kill me; but I am innocent of the 
“ charge of treachery, as you may find on enquiry from my 
** neighbours, and one of them, Ukkedutmund Kiian, is prefent.” 
As this charge ww without foundati^^^ it was immediately dif- 
proved by the khan and others ; upon which the navob Ipoke 
kindly, and told him he might go to Calcutta, or flay with 
I him, as fuited his inclination. The dodlor prudently declined 
the former offer. Meer Caufim hoped, that through him' Mr. 
Vanfittart might be induced to grant him peace, and defired me 
to retire with him, and found him on the fubjed:. I did fo; 
but the Dodtor declared, that after the maflacre of Mr. Amyatt 
and fo many Englilhmen, a reconciliation was impofllble. Upon 
my communicating; -this, :the, navob called 
queffiQp^d,^,^him^ himfelf j , .bpt. reply, defifted 

from urging- hitoifiifilier cAk-the: M'finefs, faying, that “'fincehe 
would not go to Calcutta, he might ffay where he pleafod.” Idle 
dodlor requefted he would fix him a refidence ; and the navob 
ordered Aii Ibrahim Khan to give him a houfe in the city, but 
to put perfons over him, to take care that he did not converfo 
with his people; he alfo took the bail of Himmut Ali Khan for 
his fecurity. ‘ 

The Englilh, having had Monghyr delivered up to them by 
. tlie treachery ®f the governor, Arab Ali Khan, were advancing 
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fail towards Patna^ upon which Meer Caufim moved to Bik- 
krum Serai, fome diilance from the city, ilationing troops in 
different pofts to keep up the communication with his camp. 
About this time. Dr. Fullarton having efcaped with his bail’s- 
man to the Dutch fadlory, eroded the river in a fmall boat, 
and joined fome Englifli troops who were on the oppofite bank. 

The Engliih army, arriving at Patna, gained pofleffion of that 
city .with little trouble, the walls being in a ruinous date, and 
unable to ftand againft cannon. Meet Gaulkn now retreated to- 
wards the frontiers of Bahar, and fent for his women and trea- 
fures from the fort of Rhotas, intending to retire into the country 
of the vizier 'for protedtion. Meerza Nujeef Khan, who had 
experienced the advifed him 

againff putting himfelf into his power, offerin^*lf'4fe^'W!^Matfn^ 
him with the command of his troops to tire out the Engliih^ 
by falfe attacks and cutting off their fupplies from the country, 
while Meer Caufim might remain fecurely at Rhotas. The 
navob refufed his offers, alleging, that the air of Rhotas was 
dangeroufly unhealthy ; but it is probable he was fearful of giv- 
ing him the , command of the army. Nujeef Khan then pro- 
pofed his returning into “Bondelcund, and calling the Mharattas 
to his afliftance; but this he declined, from a dread of the ra- 
pacity of thofe marauders; and refolved to join the emperor and 
vizier. Intelligence^'m6W-'arrived-,'tiKi|.-;the, Engliih. .were rapidly 
advancing, and had fent a detachment Over '4he river to oppofe 
his retreat on that fide ; which fo alarmed him, that he moved 
immediately to Saflaram, and the next day continued his march 
to the banks of the rivulet Dergautty. Here the troops became 
clamorous for payment of their arrears, and the camp was a, 
feene of confufion. The next morning Nujeef Khan tools; his 


* A territory weft of the Jumna, belonging to a tribe of Raajepootes called 

Bondelas* ■ 
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leave, not chufing to truft himfelf in the vizier’s country, wheii 
the navob prefented him with a lac and half of rupees, and 
five elephants. At this time, a treaty under the vizier’s feal, 
promifing by oath on the Koraun protedion and affifiance, ar- 
riving, Meer Caufim crolled the * Carumnaffa, and entered the 
difiridt of Bulwund Sing, fubjedt to Shujah ad Dowlah. He pro- 
ceeded to Banaras, where he halted fome days, and difeharged 
a confiderable part of his troops, keeping only his difeiplined 
fepoys, artillery, and a feledted body of cavalry. Meerza'rNu- 
jeef Khan retired into Bondelcund, and entered into the fer'vice 
of the raja of that country. 

The mtperor and Shujah ad Dowlah being encamped at Ale- 
abad, preparatory to an expedition into Bondelcund, Meer Cau- 
fim marched to join them. Upon his arrival within a few cofs 
of the camp, the vizier came in great pomp to meet him, 
and was received with equal magnificence, fuperb tents being 
pitched for his reception, and the troops ranged in two lines 
from them to a great diftance. Meer Caufim and his principal 
attendants in rich drefles met him at the entrance of his tent, 
when^ the two navobs embraced and fat down on the fame muf- 
nud.^ After a fhort conver&tion . and the... 

elephants on the part 
of Meer Caufimr^ltliey "jSt$unt^d an elephant together, and re- 
paired to vifit the emperor. The day following, Meer Caufim 
returned the vizier’s vifit, and was received with the higheft 
honours, and encouraged by promifes of his utmoft efforts to 
recover Bengal from the hands of the Englilh. A few days 
after, he prefented to the vizier, jewels to the amouint 'of Ibme 
lacs of rupees, a chariot drawn by elephants fumptuoufly capa- 
rifoned with embroidered houfings to his begum, and very va- 
luable 

• A river feparating Bahar and Banaras, then belonging to Shujah ad Dowlah. 
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luable gifts to his mother, who had honoured Meet Caufim 
with ,the appellation of fon. ^ 

Meer Caulim preffing Shujah ad Dowkh to lofe no time in 
marching againft the Englifh, he pleaded that he was at pre.. 
fent employed againft the Bondelas, who had refufed payment 
of their revenues; upon which Meet Caulim offered to reduce 
them with his battalions ; and the vizier confenting, he crofled the 
Jumna, and laid liege fuccefsfuliy to one of their ibrts. The 
enemy, alarmed at this lols, and imprefled with awe by the bat** 
talions of fepoys clothed after the European mode, their fuperior 
difdpiine, and,^ t|ie artillery, offered fubmiffion through Nujeef 
Khan; and to the fatis- 

fadion-of the vizier, retur^dlM®Si^^®J^pj0^j||^e4:ta 
march againft the Englilh, and the allied armies moved to 
naras, to make preparations, Meer Caulim promifing to pay the 
vizier * eleven lacs of rupees monthly, from the day he Ihould 
crofs the Ganges into the province of Bahar, till the conclufion 
of the war.' 

A bridge of boats being thrown acrofs the Ganges, the al- 
lied armies began their march, in numbers not to be reckoned, 
covering the country far as the eye could reach; but, from the 
ignorance of the and ,,w^t of , ^d^^ njardering 

and plundering each other. It was not-^aji awny, but rather, a 
moving nation. Some of his more dilceming miniffers reprefcnted 
to the vizier, that he Ihould- not trull to fuperiority of num- 
bers againft the Englilh, or engage them in a. general adlion, 
hut rather felea his heft troops, and leave the reft, with hk 
women and the fuperlluous followers of the camp, on his fron- 
tiers, when he would be fure of vidlory by haraffing the ene- 
my with continued alarms and cutting off" fupplies of proyifions ; 


^ One hundred and ten thoufand pounds* 
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in^ which cafe, they would by degrees be obliged to retreat. 
Tne vizier, vain of his power, liilened not to advice, and thought 
meanly of the Englifli j who on their parts, fatigued with the 
late catnpaign during a rainy feafon, and alarmed at the reports 
of the abilities of the vizier and the vaihnefs of his army, had 
marched from Buxar, and were retreating towards Patna. The 
emperor, Shujah ad Dowlah, and Meet* Caufim, having entered 
the province of Bahar, followed them, their diforderly troops 
fpreading defolation for miles round their line of march } which 
fo much dilgufted the inhabitants, wdio before were anxious for 
the fuccefs of the vizier, that they changed their wilhes into 
prayers for the fuccefs of the Engliflb, who had never molefted 
them. The Englifh having placed their heavy baggage and 
fuperfluous followers in Patna, returned as far as Arole to op- 
pofe the allies ; but, finding themfelves unable to keep the field, 
retreated ag^in to the neighbourhood of that city, and threw 
up entrenchments to defend themfelves, being clofely purfued by 
the enemy j who, elated by this fuccefs, became fiill more 
confident of vidfory. 

Shujah ad Dowlah, after halting one day at PMjvapr^e, 
about four^^_EngHfh miles from Patna, 

to attack ^^e;,,^nemyj _ who defended^theMfelves gallantly againil 
three feveral affiufts'j ana bn the approach of night, the vizier 
returned to his tents, having loft a great number of men by 
the enemy’s fire, Meer Caufim greatly offended his ally by 
ftaying at a great diftance with his battalions, and negledting to 
move to his alTiftance when required. Nothing farther was at- 
tempted for fome days, the vizier being indifpofed, according 
to one! report, from a wound he had received in the aftion, and 
by another, of a violent eruption of boils. On his recovery, 
he moved his camp to the fouth of the city, but did nothing, 
except nbw'. and then ftiewjng himfelf under arms, major 

^ Carnac, 
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Caraac, the Englilh commander, with Mhadee Khan, who had 
joined him from the army of Meer Caufim, and a few fepo^, 
being one day reconnoitring, met the vizier, who was riding 
for the fame purpofe, with fome of his attendants, ignorant of 
each other, they began firing at a difiance. Upon their nearer 
approachi the vizier was known, and pointed out by Meer Mha- 
dee to the major, who fent for a reinforcement. A fkirmifii was 
kept up, till more Englifh troops advancing, one of the vizier’s 
attendants rode haftily to his camp, to give the alarm of his 
danger, and the vizier, feeing the fuperiority of the enemy, 
turned his horfe and made his efcape. 


A month elapfed in inadivity j and the rains approaching, 
the allies, not Patm, retreated 

towards Buxar, where they continued, 

the wet feafon. My father, who had come from his jaghire fd 
pay his refpefls to the emperor, was in the camp; and I, be- 
ing dilgufted with Meer Caufim, had left his fervice and joined 
his majefiy. Dodlor Fullarton, with whom and feveral other 
Engliflimen I was intimately acquainted, had frequently written 
to me' to perfuade the emperor to quit the vizier, and join them. 
I communicated this to my father, obferving, that fuch a ficp 
would certainly prove for his majefiy’s welfare, as, from the ir- 
regularity of the allied army, the Englifti muft in the end be 
vidtorious. My fether and Moneer ,,ad JDawj^ 
the emperor j who, weary of the hegieS'^a.hd’ difrefpedt fiiewri 
him by Shujah ad Dowlah, wilhed to free himfelf irom his 
hands, and join the Englifli. His majefiy accordingly wrote a 
letter with his own hand, teftifying his wilhes of accepting the 
fervices of the Englifti, and defiring that they would regard as. 
his fentiments only what was conveyed in his own hand writing, 
or through me by meflage. With this letter I departed for 
Patna, my father at the fame time retiring to his jaghire. Upon 
VoL. 11. H h h mv 
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my arrival, I found that a great coolnefs had taken place between 
major Carnac and Dr. Fullarton. I was however introduced to 
the former, in prfefence of the navob Meer Jaffier, and deliver- 
ed the letter, which the major received with great reiped, plac- 
ing It, according to cuftom, on his head. Upon hearin/ the 
contents, he told me, That as his majefty was not at prefent 
m a iituation to ad from himfelfi but dependant on the vizier, 
** he could npt obey his orders, or negotiate with him.” An 
anfwer vvas given me; but as I faw my endeavours were vain 
I fent it to the emperor by a courier, and returned home. The 
major having given the letter to lais fervant Sadooram, he dif- 
patched a copy to Shittabroy, the deputy of Beny Bahadur, mi- 
mfter to the vizier. : 


During my ftay at my father’s jaghire, I heard of the vizier’s 
confining Meer Caulim and confifeating his effeds ; the particu* 
te of which, as given me afterwards by Ali Ibrahim 'Khan, I 


Meet Caufini had agreed to pay the vizier for his affiftance 
^even lacs of rupees monthly during the war; but, finding that 
it y?as .likely^ to long-; continuance, 

hi®:; poiv^jifi»^'-in^ ^ cafe his reipurc^-,^,'||!Ol^jd,j'xWl '' mmeefore^ the 
concluliOh*'^*''^^dfc'"''ii^6g<*,' vSei# r‘itfe ^Islade a requeft to the vizier, 
through Ali Ibrahim Khan, that he would permit him to march 
towards Moorlhudabad and colled the revenues of the coun- 
try, which he could readily effed, while the Englifli had the 
vizier to employ their attention. Shujah, in reply, expreffed 
fe^s that Meer Caufim might not return to him again, but 
faid, he would detach another perfon to raife contributions in 
his name; which however he never did, and Meer Caufim re- 
ceived no iupply from the provinces. A few days afterwards, 
the vizier demanded payment of his fiibfidv^ and TVTppi* 
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pleaded inability. Shujah ad Dowlah then pretended that the 
emperor was prefling for the Bengal tribute, and had relbl^d 
to fend his officers to feize his effe<!Sl:s. Upon this, Meer Cau- 
fim difpatched .AJi Ibrahim Khan to befeech the protection of 
his ally jfrom the royal demands j hut the vizier replied, that 
he could riot interfere, and he mull fettle his accounts with 
the emperor. Meer Caufim was covered with defpair, and ad- 
vifed with Ali Ibrahim Khan; who recommended him to pay 
the demands of the vizier, if he had money ; or if he had not, 
to go to him himfelf, and remind him of his promiles of pro- 
tedion. Meer Caufim negleCiing this, thought it fafefl to *af- 
fume the habit of a devotee, thinking that the vizier would 
relent, not chufing to have it faid of him, that he had reduced 
an ally to, fuch, a fitua^Nt^«E^^§r''hp%;.pjprning, he with his 
friends aflumed facred habits, and, laying afide -Seat- 

ed himfelf on a bare mat. Intelligence of this proceeding : being 
carried to Shujah ad Dowlah, he aifeCled much concern, and re- 
paired to Meer Caufim 5 whom, after much argument and afifurances 
of friendfhip, he prevailed upon to change his habit, and re- 
alTume his ufual ftate. A few days after this event, Sumroo 
the German, who commanded the difeiplined battalions, fur- 
rounded the tents of Meer Caufim, clamorous for pay j and the 
navob having no rupees, was obliged to fatisfy them with gold 
from his haram j after which he told Sumroo, that as it was 
not in his power »o> keep ffiem longty^^h? iauft^difcl5>a^^^ t%m 
his fervice ; but defired he would delivef the arms and accou- 
trements of the fepoys, with the cannon, to the officer of his 
arfenal. Sumroo infolently replied, that they now belonged to 


Doing this is regarded as a ^cat reflexion on a patron. 
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now convinced 
to fei^e it. 


that Meet Caufim had a fecret treafure. 


The following night, Monfieur Gentil, a Frenchman, for- 
merly in the fervice of Meer Caufim, but now of the vizier, 
coming with five or fix of his countrymen to the tents of Ali 
Ibrahim Khan, wdth whom he was . intimately acquainted, in- 
formed him, tliat on the morrow Meer Caufim would be taken 
prifoner and his effefls feized by the vizier, when there would 
be much confufion in the camp; on which account, left any 
injury fliould happen to his friend, he had brought his country- 
men to ftay with him till the danger fiiould be over. Ali Ibra- 
him Khan thanked him for his fiiendthip, but declined accept- 
ing his offer, as it would have the appearaitce of his having 
deferted Meer Caufim, and put himfek under the protection of 
the vizier. 


About nine the next 


morning the vizier's army furrounded 


the tents of the nivob ; guards were placed over them, and 
Meer Caufim, being forced to mount an elephant, was carried 
prifoner to the camp of his ally. Mr. Gentil again offered hib 
fervices to Ali Ibrahim Khan, hut he , 

to,, tte^,^te..of his patron. .the .owming he was called 
to the wiz*^'a>-toil:i%aad ' f«ceiv€id‘^with much attehtion by him, 
who afked him feveral queftions concerning Meer Caufim, hop- 
ing, from his replies, to draw fome apology for his own con- 

;::;;:duC|;i;t9vvards::;::h&^^ 

Shujah ad Dowlah firft faid, ** What evil had I done to 
** Ali jah, that, on the day o£ my att^king the Englilh at 
** Patna, he ordered Sumroo to fire upon me, as I was re- 
“ turning to my tents in the evening?” Ali Ibrahim replied, 
** I am ignorant of fuch an order; and woe be to the navob. 
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“ if he could thus treacheroufly a£t towards a friend, who had 
left his own government, and encountered fuch an enemy (4s • 

** the Englifh, to reftore him to his loft power and dignity.” 

The vizier being angry, faid, ** Do I fpeak falfely ? I can 
call Sumroo to declare it in the prefence of Ali Jah and 
“ yourfelf.” He replied, “ I do not contradid: your highnefsj 
** but at prefent my mafter is fo reduced, that the teftimony 
“ of his loweft menial may be brought againft him, and Sum- 
** roo is a man of pow^er compared to him.” Shujah ad Dow- . 
lah was aihamed, and began to foothe Ali Ibrahim, laying, 

** I know your virtues, but Meer Caufim was ever fufpicious 
“ of you, and often fpoke againft you privately.” He replied, 

** I am confcious of no crime againft him, but that on his re- 
treat from Patna, ,to to 

** Dekkan and feek refuge with the Mharattas, I impbWiinately j 

befought him to apply to the emperor and your highnefe, 

« thinking the throne and vizarut the only fit afylums for Meer 
Caufim.” Shujah ad Dowlah to this made no reply; but, 
after feme compliments to the fidelity of Ali Ibrahim, retired 
into his haram, leaving Beny Bahadur, his minifter, and other 
fervants to put further queftions to him. He was now defired, 
as he muft be entrufted with the fecrets of Meer Caufim, to 
inform in whofe hands he had depofited his treasures, and to 
deliver up forty thoufand gold mhors, which Nuttoo Sing, Sum- 
roo’s ipy* had laid wete committied to Ids dharg®. He defired 
that Nuttoo Sing might be called in; which being complied 
with, he obferved before him, that the diiferent offices, from the 
water- houfe to the jewels, had been under the charge of Sum- 
roo, who had alfo received a ‘‘lack of gold mhors in truft from 
the navob, of whofe property he alone could give an account. 

Nuttoo Sing denying this, Ali Ibrahim Khan obferved to Eehy 
Bahadur, that fince the afiirrnatibn, of one like himfelf in the 

^ ^ .confidence 

* One hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. 
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confidence of Meer Caufiin, were not believed, he might judge 
**' '^at degree of credit was due to the information of a wretched 
fpy. Upon this, Beny Bahadur, convinced of his fincerity, in- 
formed the vizier of what had pafied, and Ali Ibrahim Khan 
was permitted to retire without further moleftation, and to keep 
poffeffion of his effedts. A ftridl exadtion of the treafures of 
Meer Caufim was made by the vizier from his women, eunuchs, 
and fervants, to a great amount; but a confiderable number of 
valuable jewels, which he had fent away before the alarm, under 
charge of a faithful domeftic, named Shekh Mahummud Afhuk, 
into the Rohilla country, were laved, and honeftly delivered up 
to him again, when he efcaped from the hands of Shujah ad 
Dowlah. It is probable, the women and eunuchs alfo might 
lave fomething, notwithfianding the idridtneis of the fearch. 

The vizier, being defirous of pofieffing the fort of Rhotas, 
which ftill held out for Meer Caufim, fent Meer Solymaun to 
negotiate with the kelladaar for its delivery. I had, before his 
arrM, received a letter from m^or Munro, through dodidr 
Fullarton, expreffing his defire that I would endeavour to bring 
over the kelladaar to Meer jaffier’s intereftj and, accordingly, I 
reprefented to Him 'the'*"’pf'obability of the 

Ehglilh,^ ! apd .. the advantages '^,, wppW“^wive' to himfelf and his 
frimily 0’"''iecurS|’^'ilheif '#deldlh^ Raja Shawmul was a pru- 
dent man, and cautioufly weighed the propofals of Meer Soly- 
maun and myfelf; but at length he refolved to follow my 
advice ; and giving' me a paper with certain conditions for the 
acceptance of major Munro, I fent it to him, with a requefi: 
that he would difpatch ' a force to garrifon the fort, which 
' would be delivered on his ratifying the r^a’s demands. The 
major complied, and captain Goddard arriving with a detach- 
ment, • Rhotas was put into his poffeffion ; upon which Meer 
. Solymaun returned to the vizier, and complained of my being 
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the caufe of his difappointment. Some difagreement occurring 
between captain Goddard and Shawmul, the latter dedred thjrt: 
I would go with him to Patna, and obtain from major Munro 
the performance of his agreement j and I, being fearful of the 
refentment of the vizier, gladly accompanied him. 

I mufi: now return to the affairs of Meer JafEer and the 
Englifh, after • the retreat of the allied army from the neigh-* 
bourhood of Patna. 


Meer -Jaffier at the conclufion of the campaign, upon the z' 
retreat of the allies, repaired to Calcutta, having affairs of im- 
portance to fettle with the council, and left die government of 
Patna and the Cau- 

fim Khan, appointing Deerauje Narain, brother # fhe Idte Raja 
Ramnarain, his deputy over the province of Bahar. This man 
was incapable of bufinefs, and had no other claim to ^vour 
than the murder of his brother by Meer Caufim. In the fame 
manner, all who had enjoyed his favour, were now expofed to 
the refentment of Meer Jaffier, and obliged to remain in con- 
cealment, till his death enabled them to return to their habita- 
tions. Thofe who had been diaiked by Meer Caufim were 
entrufted with the direftion of affairs' in every department. Meer 
Jaffier remained fome time at Calcutta, endeavouring to prevail 
on the cpuncil to admit ' of * ,^8 firg'npi^^ 

ter; but Mr. Vanfittart, knowmg : the navoib^s weahnefs and tEe 
bad qualities of his. favourite would not confent, dreading the 
oppreffions of the people, from Nundcomar’s tyrannical difpofi- 
tion, which had been already experienced. The navob departed, 
much difappointed, to Moorfiiudabad without his confidant, whofe 
return, however, foon after took place; and, notwithftanding jfie 
earnefl remonftrances of Mr. Vanfittart, he was entrufted by 

*• Afterwards executed for forg^ay/ 



■■■ 


ililill 


About this time, Meer Jaffier being taken ill, continued to 
decline, till at length, on Tuefday, the fourteenth of Shauban, 
1178, he departed from this unftable world. He would wil- 
lingly have concluded a peace with Shujah ad Dowlah, and 
given up the province of Bahai* to him, with a tribute to the 
emperor for Bengal j to which conditions it is probable the 
Englifh alfo would have affented on affurances of proteaion in 
their trade. But the vizier was too haughty to be fatisfied with 
lefs than the eonqueft of the three provinces. Shujah ad Dow- 
lah, however, with fuch high pretenfions and fo powerful an 
army, had not conduft to exert his force, though too proud to 
liften to the advice of his intelligent friends. 

The Englilh council, feeing that the vizier would not liften 
to any reafonable terms of accommodation, ifliied orders to ma- 
jor Munro, who had fuperfeded major Carnac, to march againfi; 
the enemy cantoned at Buxar. Accordingly, the major, having 
muftered his army* and provided ten days , proyj§gp*ijrtll«»g 
in that fgaee to conquer or die, begaq,,,^!^ march. The vizier, 
informed^' of his' hitontion, detached a body of Mogul horle to 
harafs his line, and withdrew feme cannon which had been 
planted on the banks of the river Soanj but the main army 
remained in cantonments, ftrongly defended by entrenchments. 
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two days. On the third, the vizier altered his refblution, and 
refolved to. attack the enemy, taking upon himfelf the comuj^nd, 
of the Mogul cavalry. Sumroo and Mr. Maddoc, with eight 
battalions of feppys, and eight field pieces, formed the front 
line I to fttp|iort which, Shujah Koollee Khan was ftationed in 
their rear with his own followers, about fcven thoufand horie 
and foot. The vizier took poft at a diftance on their right, and 
the minifier Beny Bahadur occupied a ruined yillage oh the 
bank of the Ganges, 'to their left. A Iharp firing of cahnpn 
and mufquetry commenced, with great flaughtcr on both fides. 
The vizier harafied the enemy in fiank, and the Duranny horfe 
charging major Munro’s cavalry, penetrated his line, which be- 
gan to be a:>nfuf^^^^^^^^tack and the ^cannonade of 

owing to the morafs' which divided them^in' 
detached a force to diflodge Beny Bahadur from the village, 
which being effeiled, occafioned fome alarm in the viziers army. 
At this time, Shujah Koollee Khan feeing . Beny Bahadur en- 
gaged, anxious to have his Ihare in the action, quitted his fia- 
tion, in the rear of the battalions, and attempted to charge 
through the morals in their front, by this means obliging them 
to defiH from firing upon the enemy, left they ftiould injure 
iieir the bank, only M 

facrifice, with of his followers who had the valour to ac- 

company him, "to the 

vivors fled upon the death of their chief. The party wHch had 
routed Bfny Bahadur, at this’ inftant entered the camp of the 
vizier, which was now thrown into complete djforder. ■! No one 
had time to regard his ba^age, looking only for perfonal fafety 
by flight; and the Mogul^nd Duranny cavalry, feeing all kft, 
deferted their patron,* and began to plunder his tents. Shtijah 
ad Dowlah, left almoft alone, was obliged to follow route 
of his army. All the baggage of the vizier aod his cflieft, with. 
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Shujah ad Dowlah thinking himfelf unfafe longer in his own 
dominions, on his arrival at Aleabad difpatched confidential 
vants to his capitals of Lucnow and Fyezabad, to efcort his 
women and efFe(%, , at thofe places to Burrelli, the refidence of 
Hafiz Rhamat, a Rohilla chiefs where he allb repaired with 
his mother and Begum from Aleabad. He refb&d to liften to 
the advice of Benj Bahadur to accept terms from the Engliih, 
thinking it would degrade his charad:er in the empire, and hop- 
ing to recover his Ioffes by the affifrance of the lifglianns and 
Mulhar Raow Mharatta; ^but in order to gain time* he feiit his 
minifter to Luctiow, inftruding Mm to amufe the enemy with 
negotiations, which would keep up his authority in the pro- 
vince. He, notwithftanding their family hatred, vifited Ahmud 

with the'oSier 

aifo Ghazi ad Dien Khan, then at that city. By t^eir affray, 
he called in Mulhar Raow, who was with an army of Mha- 
rattas in the vicinity of Gualior. Mulhar, on the promife of a 
large fum of money, joined him; but Ahmud Khan and the 
Rohilla chiefs amufed him only with promifes, and brought no 
troops to his affiftance. 

Raja Beny Bahadur having proceeded to Lucnow, wrote to 
Shittabroy, who was employed by the Englifh, 

that Meer' C'aufim”'had’'e'ica|ie3'*^dlmT^1^^^and he*'<k^ 
not take Sumroo but by treachery, wMch he abhorred j therefore 
refolved to continue the war. The minifter,. agfi^eably to the 
plan formed between himfelf arid the vizier* declared Ms o’^h 
ireadinefs to join the Engliftii and Shittabroy, deceived by his 
declaration, , recommended his being received, to general Cate 
who 'had now reaffumed the ccanmand of the army a|' itoaras 
in the room of major Mupro, The general accorMngly invited^. 
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Beny Bahadur to an interview; upon which he came to the 
oampv and was gracioufly received. He remained till fuch time 
as Shujah ad Dowlah was joined by the Mharattas at Korah, 
when he left the Engliih, under pretence of fettling the diftridls 
of the province, and returned with his followers to the vizier, 
a fmall efcort of general Carnac's fepoys, which he had requeft- 
ed- might remain with him, being unable to prevent his flight* 
It is alfo faid, that Beny Bahadur would not have taken this 
ftep, being gratified by the confidence of the Englifli general 
and a promife of continuance in the rnanagement of Oude, but 
for the following circumftance. Being very fuperftitious, he en- 
quired of a prophelying fekeer, the probable event of the war. 
The fekew T!f&' Eflglilh were like a hurricane, vio- 

" lent in progrefs, but foon gone.” The minifter, interpreting 
this as a prognoftic of vidory to the vizier, thought it fafeft to 
rejoin him. Shittabroy, who had pledged himfclf for the fide- 
lity of Beny Bahadur, was alarmed for his own fafety, left ge- 
neral Carnac fhould fufp'ed him of being privy to his treachery; 
but the Englifh, having received fo many proofs of his attach- 
ment, • were too generous to fuppofe him capable of betraying 
their confidence, and upon his offering to go to Calcutta, and 
fubpiit 'his fate to the ^coiiiifcii, ' eafed his 

thought as them- 


Before the laft mentioned occurrence, the Englifh had de- 
tached two battalions of fepoys to Lucnow, and a force to 
befiege the fortrefs of Chunar. The former under major Stib- 
bert; were fucccfsful in their operations; but the latter failed in 
a night attack, and fiiffer^ feme lofs* .vThis, and the prepar- 
ations of Shujah , ad Dowlah, caufed general Carnac to raife the 
fiege, and march towards Aleabad. The Englifh were now 
™ joined by Nujeef Khan with his followers from Bondelcund j 
V and 
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and he, being well acquainted with the fortrefs, pointed out 
the weakeft part, which was foon breached by the cannon 
when the garrifon, not chufing to brave a ftorm, furrendered, 
and the Englifli marched on to Korah in purfuit of the vizief. 
The conquered diftridts were fettled by Eaja Shittabroy, who 
made ftipulations with the zemindars, and levied native troops 
in the name -of the Englilh. 

When Raow Mulhar had joined Shujah ad Dowlah, he ad- 
vanced towards the Englifh, but his army was much difpirited, 
and fliil labouring under a panic from the defeat at Buxar. 
The Afghauns delayed joining him under various pretences, and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who did come, had only a few followers, 

. incapable ^ of ^ took 

place. the neighbourhood of Korah, m 

were quickly difpeffed by the Englifli artillery, and fled acrofr 
the Jumna to their own territories. The vizier retreated to 
Ferokhabad, irrefolute how to aft, when Ahmud Khan advifed 
him rather to throw himfelf on the clemency of the Englifli, 
than wafte the remainder of his property on troops, that would 
always defert him in the face of danger j obferving, that from 
the charafter of the Englifli for wifdom and juftice, it- was 
certain they would pay proper refpe<3: to his rank and dignity. 
Afrer this fecond viftoiy, the garrifon of Chunar, defpairing of 
relief, 

a- liege, of their own acccrd.'-'”*®*^^^' . ■''' 

■'M. ■ ■ ' • 

The vizier, having confidered the advice of Ahmud Khan, 
refolved to embrace itj and, accordingly, fet out in a palan- 
quin with a few attendants to the EngUlh camp. Major Carnac 
being mfbfmed of his approach, advanced with feveral olficers 
and Raja Shittabroy to meet Mm.- Upon his appearing in %ht, 
the vizier alighted from his palanquin, and at meeting he arid 

.-the* 
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the major embraced. The major and the company then pre-« 
felted nuzzers, and accompanied their noble gueft on foot to 
their tents, where a collation was provided, and every aflurance 
given him of reconciliation and future friendfliip. The vizier, 
after taking refrefliments, retired to fleep, and in the evening 
returned to his own tents, at fome miles diftance from the 
Englifh camp. Being now fatisfied of the fincerity of major 
Carnac, he fent for his followers and equipage. Frequent vifits 
fucceeded between them, and a treaty was fpeedily concluded 
to the fatisfadrion of both parties. The Engliih reftored the 
province of Oude to the vizier, on condition of his paying 
•fifty lacs of rupees for the expenfes of the war, half in ready 
money, and^h^f the' revenues^s the vizier 'to 

have w1^ had been colleded in Oude by the Eng- 

lilh. The province of Aleabad was fettled on the emperor, 
who was to refide in the capital, and have a detachment of 
Englifti for his protedion. Nujeef Khan had a falary of one 
lac of rupees fettled on him from the royal tribute of Bengal. 
Bulwund Sing, colledor of Banaras, who had deferted Shujah 
ad Dqwlah, was reii^ated in his favour and government at the 
reque^ ql the Englifll. The .vizier, upon the conclufion of the 
^■eaty, endeavoured „t6 raifc . the fum immediately lbe 

teKK: /He .pili^W'SS'tether^^ 

begum, though 

well able mrntSe^mands made upon them, pleaded 

inability, olfering, fome halfi and others a third. The begum 
generoufly fent him all her money, jewels, and plate, even to 
. die nofe-iring, and whatever cafli and ornaments flie could col-i 
led among her attendants, faying, that the fafety of Shujah ad 
t>6iivkh was her choxceft ; Ireafure. Though a woman, die aded 
like ' a man in confiancy and fidelity^ verfe of the 

poet, ** A virtuous and obedient wife makes a king 6f her 

“ hujOband, 

. , > . ‘ Five htindred thoufand ' pounds. 
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** hufband, though poor.” Shujah ad Dowlah, in return for 
this generous behaviour, always entrufted to her the favings of Jfis ' 
revenues. Having paid all the money he could raife, he gave 
jewels in pledge for the. remamdcri and affairs being fetfied 
with his new allies,, took leave, ahH returned to Fyezabad, leav- 
ing dimities in his offices of vizier and ‘meer atulhee with the 
emperor. The fort of Chunar was given up to him by the 
Englilh, in exchange for that of Aleabad. 




When providence had doled the pages of the life of Meer A. 
Jaffier, Mr. Vanfittart having returned to Europe on hearing of 
the appointment of lord Clive to fucceed him, the council 
placed upon the mufnud of. the provinces Meer Phulwaree, eldeft 


D. I 


fon of Meer, 


ah uf- 


fumed'^lhe title of Nudjum ad Dowlah. Nun<lcamar^'’^Mlinn^ 
minifter and dewan of Bengal, . and Meer Cauzim Khan, bro-«, 
ther to Meer Jaffier, nazim of Bahar, as his nephew’s deputy. 
Deerauje Narain remained dewan under him; but, upon the 
arrival of lord Clive, Nundcomar, though he had been his 
’’moonfhee when in Hindooftan formerly, was difplaced, and 
Mahummud Reza Khan appointed in his room j his lordlhip 
being convinced from a reprefentation which the late governor 
had left for his examination in the hands of his brother Mr. 
Gedrge V anfitt art^ I^^n dcomar ^ was^^^ unworthy ’ of ^ ^fo ^ ^ con- 

tion of the council, the preiema^ey had received from the 
navobj but they refufed, obferving, that when his lord- 
fhip fhould pay to the company what fums he had received 
from the father, they would willingly reftore what had been 
given them by the fon. Thefe gentlemen at the fame tu^. 
refigned the company’s fervice j fo that the governor could not 
enforce obedience to his coflomfrids. 


I 


>: • 

"'■I 

; ■ ^ 


1 


« Commander of artillery; 
* Perfian fecretary. 
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Soon, after his arrival, lord Clive repaired to Aleabad to ob- 
tain the diredion of the revenues of the provinces for the 
'company, and the funnuds were granted without delay; the 
emperor and vizier being fubjeded as much by the wildom, as 
by the valour, of the Englilh. An agreement to pay annually 
*-fix and twenty lacs of rupees, as the royal revenues for the 
three provinces, was given under the feal of the company to 
the emperor. This important bufinefs was' fettled without hefi- 
tation or argument, as eafily as the purchale of an afs or any 
other animal, without envoys either to the king of England or 
the company. Lord Clive returned to Calcutta, leaving general 
Smith to attend the emperor, but who was in fad his ruler; 
for the general fortrefs, and his majefty in the 

town; and the found of the imperial ‘’nobut in the fort being 
difagreeable .to general Smith, he forbad the band to play, nor 
did the fervants of the emperor refufe. 


Lord Clive, upon his return towards Calcutta, Hopped at 
Patra to regulate the government of Bahar, which was confer- 
red oh Deerauje Narain, in the room of - Meet Cauzim Khan, 
who retired to Raujemahal on a penfion of one lac of rupees, 
■■As the-«jaghirs?s"aii^'^-i|ltA|ahs had been 

" and^for ^thk" 

gratitude is due to God and them, for otherwife, the noble fa- 
milies of thefe provinces could not have fubfifted. The Eng- 

Mi 


* Four hundred and forty thoufand pounds. . 

^ phe nohut is compofed of lai^e and fmall dru^ IhrM trumpets, and feveral 
forts bf%nd inflruments, horhdiy grating to a Eutbp^S ear; but, it is very 
poffibl^ the gaieral rtiigbt not have kndwn the indignity he was offering to 
^^Siajefty in forbidding them to play, the Englifti being then but little acquainted 
with the cuftoms of Hindooftan. A nobut was kept in every royal fortrefs, to 
: play at ftated hours of the day. 

' ! ' Lands, or peniions on the revenue, 

; < Linds granted in perpetuity. 
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lifli defired, that every perfon’s jaghire or allowance fhould be 
in perpetuity to his family; thus fecuring it from the probable 
changes, in a fucceffion of emperors, or interefted officers of 
government. Praifed , be God 1 this rule has continued to this 
day, and by his mercy is likely to remain in force, from which 
numbers, who are content with competence, enjoy eafe and 
fecurity. 

Lord Clive the following year advanced to Chopprah, to 
meet Shujah ad Dowlah, Munneer ad Dowlah, the emperor’s 
minifter, and Raja Hulwund Sing ; when Tome additions to former 
treaties were concluded between them, the latter being fecured 
in the government of Banaras on the payment of a revenue of 
“twenty two to' the 

Englhh not to injure or remove bim. Kudjd^' ad iJowlah 
dying of the fmall pox, was fucceeded by his brother Syef ad 
Dowlah as navob of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa. Deerauje Narain, 
the governor of Bahar, being convidted of mifmanagement and 
peculation of the revenues, was difplacedi and fucceeded by Raja 
Shittabroy in conjunction with Mr. Rumbold. Mr. Sykes was 
appointed to a£t in the affairs of government at Moorihudabad 
with the deputy navob Mahummud Reza Khan. Lord Clive 
having fettled the provinces to his fatisfadion, returned to Eu- 
rope, and was fucceeded by Mr. Verelftj and general Garnad 
accompanying Ws'lotdJdiip, in 

The adminiftration of the provinces was now fntded in the 
manner following ; Mahummud Reza Khan, the Naib navob, 
conduded affairs at the capital, Shittabroy at Patna, and Jeffau^ 
rut Khan at. Dacca, in conjunction with a member of conn- 

? Two hundred and twenty thoufand Tvwds. 
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ufage recording in books every cafe, and tne mtormation re- 
ceived upon it from the native officers, -for their guidance. 

Mr. Rumhold returning to Europe, Mr. Alexander fucceeded 
him as chief at Patna, and Mr. Becher was appointed refident 
at Moorfliudabad, in the room of Mr, Sykes, who retired to 
England. 

In the latter end of this year a famine and epidemical dif* 
order began to rage with great violence. Of the latter died 
the navob Syef ad Powlah, and feveral perfons of rank foon 
after. Thefe united 'Cakini^es continued for 
naoot|||_^,|:arrying off more perfons than jfpJ b«»^thputed.^ Mu- 

ther on the mufnud of the provinces, and » four and twenty 
lac's of rupees annually were fettled for the expenfes of his 
houfehold, of which Ali Ibrahim Khan was appointed dewan 
under Muzzuffir Jung. The Englifh chiefs lived on terms of 
ffiendfliip and intimacy with thofe of this country, anxious to 
obtain information of our law;s and cuftoms, for the benefit of 
themfelves and their fuccefforsj and every native officer, fearful 
of being outdone in communication, was eager to gratify their 

curiofity 

' • Two hundred and forty thoufand pounds. ’ 
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ctjriofityj but they reprefented for their own intereft, the abufes ; 
of our hws by oppreffive rulers, as eftabliflied cuftoms conform-b 
able to the genius of the people. 

. ' 1 . 

I myfelf ^ prefent at a court, when a fine was laid both 
Up«B piaintiiF and defendant by Raja Moorlydher. Mr. Rum- j 
bold, in whofe prefence this happened, and who waa of a liberal 
tnind, defirous of doing Juftice, being aftoniflied at the decree, 
obferved, that laying a fine on the perfon caft, might be a pu- . 
nifhment ufual in the country, but he could not fee the juftice | 

of exacting it from the fucceftfui party. The raja and other | 

officers replied, it was an offering of gratitude, and an ancient j 

eftabliflied ufrge of the empire. Mr. Rumbold expreffed fur- v 

prize and difgafr.^'- is fo 
alluring to mankind, that it is not furprizing fuch Iniiiuating 
arguments fliould work fome effed on the Englifli, whofe pro- 
feffed objed here is to raife a fortune; but none of their chiefs 
,Juve as yet been guilty of any evil or difreput^le a^ 
though from their different form of government in politics, ad- 
miniftration of juftice, and the incapacity of their native ferv- 
ants, fome people have fuffered. If they would perfonally 
invelHgate the complaints of individuals, and their charaders, 
the injured would be relieved from vexation. At length, the 
Englifli becoming informed of feveral abufes of ffieir Hmdopftam^^^^^^^^^ l^^^ 
deputies, bcgali to' interfere, 
l>thefrfown; opinions.:^^';;- 

Mr. Verelft returnm^ to England, Mr. Cartier fucceeded A. D. 
him in the government. Obferving a deficiency of the reve- 
nues, and anxious to acquire information of the particular modes ^ 

of coliedlkM and ulages of the country, he divided die pro- r 

Vinces into feven diftrids, at each of which an Englifli council , 
was appointed, to infped and controui the zemindars and farmers- 



fiiiliiii 
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Mr. Vanfittart, who was oi great wiidom and forbearance, 
jijn'ing cleared himfelf of the accuiations of his enemies in 
Europe to the fatisfadion of the company, was requefted to 
return to this country for the regulation of their afiairs; but, 
by the decree of providence, the veffel on which he embarked 
was loft, without leaving a trace of her melancholy fate. Up- 
on this, the company conlultcd on appointing a fucceffor, and 
agreed, that after Mr. Vanlittart, no one was equal to the 
otike, but Mr. Haftings, at that time a member of the coun- 
cil at Madrafs ; who was accordingly ordered to affume the go- 
vernment of Bengal, and Mr. Cartier, three months after his 
arrival at Calcutta, refigned it to him. Mahuaimud Khan 
and prifoners to Calcutta. I have 

heard, that no orders from Europe had arrived to confine the 
latter, but that Mr. John Graham, by his reprefentations, occa- 
iioned him to fliare the difgtace of die former, whom he 
wMhed to defend. Upon Mahummud Roza Khan's departure, 
Munny Begum became the dire<3xefs of the navob’s houfehold, 
and apiK^nted her chief eunuch, Ettibar Ali Khan, deputy de- 
wpn# by whofe hands, numbers were oppreffed. Munny Begum, 
thwilgh not of a noble femlly, pofleffes a found underftanding 
and.mudh rciol«tiuii»«'«Mii"*1ffi^ ihe a • depu^ - 
m ■ ..condl^ng ayffai^^-jE jiSil lil^^ at Ma- 

every means in her 

power to relieve him ifom his difgrace. Her behaviour was 
manly in another inftance j flie would not join in the party of 
general Clavering a^nft Mr. Haftings, though fubjed, by her 
relidence, to much ttouble. 

Mr. Haftings, foon a^a' hh. accefliqa io Jfc government, 
repired to Moorfliudabad, to regulate thO affairs of the niZara- 
ut j when the allowance of the navob’s houfehold Was reduced 
-from twenty four to fixteen lacs of rupees.. Mubaric ad- Dow- 


lah being a itiinor, Munny Begum was appointed to manage 
his expenfes. The abovementioned allowance is not for the * 
fupport of the navob only, but for the families and dependants 
of former Nazims. As his deputy, continually changing, dif- 
burfes thd Whole, the latter are frequently oppreiTed by delays 
of ^yment, and dedudtions under various pretences j fo that 
many fuffer fuch milery, as heaven avert from any of his crea- 
tures. The navob and his immediate fervants attend not to 
their complaints, though, if this fum was properly divided, 
numbers might enjoy repofe under the fhadow of their libera- 
lity ; but alas! they wafte lacs in .prodigality and idle expenfe, 
heedlefs of the fiiiferings of others. 


Upon the governor’s retdrh*'w^^^a^tlli*^dfe®^g^fei--Com- 
; Mended; an enipiiiyTnto:; 

and Maharaja Shittabroy. As the latter had his accounts ad- 
jufted, and his xonduft was free from blemilh, he was fully 
acquitted of all guilt, after an inveftigation of a year and Ibme 
months; when the governor and all the committee, having 
made many apologies, and £hewn him much kindnefs, reftored 
him to o£5ce, and gave him the following certificate; 

**' The fufpicions, which for. various reafons we had enter- 
« tained of the. of I^har^ja^hjtt^^^^^ moft 

minute and dole enquiry, and 

«* groundlefs, and we have proved his conduft to, be in every 
** point honourable and loyal to government.” 

The raja was alfo diftinguilhed by a * khelaut on his leaving 
the prefidency; but his acquittal could not reftore his health, 
which had been much injured by grief and the unwholefome air 
cf Calcutta. He was met at Bhaugnlpore by all the principal 

-I:'- ':V ' 

» Honorary drefs; 
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inhabitants of Patna ; by fome, from real regard, and by others, 
,fr5m the influence of his authority. When he reached his 
home, he complained heavily to his friends of the condud of 
the EngUCh, and with juftice, for a more able fervant than 
Shittabroy was never employed by them or any other ftatej a 
proper refped to his great qualities was incumbent on his pa- 
trons. Soon after his arrival, Mr. Haftings, who was on his 
way to meet Shujah ad Dowlah at Banaras, Hopping at Patna, 
requeiled the raja to accompany himj but he was too ill to 
undertake the journey, and his diforder ending in a violent dy- 
fentery, he died fliortly after the governor’s departure. Though 
his opinions and thofe of Ms fon were more inclined to die 
Mahttmiiaeti«B. religion,' yet to fatisfy the fcruples 

of his relations and caft, his corpfe was burned, according to 
their cuftoms, Mr. Haftings, to convince the world that he 
had no hatred to the father, appointed his fon Raja Callean 
Sing to Ms office in the province, though very young, and of 
a weak capacity, with the fame Jaghire and falary. He alfo 
fettled an additional penfion on the widow, mother to the young 
raja. 

. . SMttahray was bf ^Koyt, and a n ativti , 

faiaimt ■ of' Al^; dependant 

of ameer al amra 

to the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Upon the death of Sumfam 
ad Dowlah, he obtained the office of imperial dewan at Patna, 
and the direction of the lands of his late mafter, for his fuc- 
ceflbrj in the province of Bahar. Attaching himfelf to the^Eng- 
in the feveral revolutions, he became their chief advifcr in 
their connexions with thte country powers. He was an able 
ftatefman, and underftood completely the • diredion of finance. 
% poffeffed many good qualities, and, in my humble opinion, 
-4,5. • ■* ^ - ■ excelled 

. ■ . ... .. 
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Patna, h$ treated him with the greateft attention, and at his 
dejaarture committed to his charge a letter for Naggk Mul, with 
a prefent of rich goods and other things amounting to ten thou- 
fend rupees; humbly rcquefting, that he would now and then 
remember his abfent fervant with a line, when any of his de- 
pendants fhould vifit Patna. Naggir Mul was covered with 
confufion and regret at his omiffion. He immediately wrote a 
letter of apology to the raja for his behaviour ; and praifing him 
among his friends, faid, Shittabroy has overcome me by his 
** wiidom and politenefs.” 

During * the great itmine, Shittabroy fent fe>r,..> l#g e quan- 
tities of grain feom Banaras, Which he fold out at prime 
coft; and he had a fleet of boats conftantly employed between 
Banaras and Patna to bring fupplies. Every day, during the fear- 
city, he diftributed victuals and money to many thoufand poor 
at four appointed places in the city, as did alfo the Englilh and 
Dutch chiefs, £o that a great multitude was faved from perifh- 
ing, by their bounty. The fame precautions were not ufed at 
Moorfhudabad, and the fcarcity was made matter of accufation 
againft Mahummud Reza Khan ; but God only knows the hearts 
of his creatures. Shittalfhy introduced into his province the 
cttltivalSoia of many fruits from Cabal and the more northern 
diftriSs, with Tuth fuccefs, that grapes and oranges are now 
cheap and common in the markets of Patna. 




» It was fw exttJttioo, t,hat Sfaittabroy vm .wdarei 

by % na ?Tf of the Coi^^;'W|;Eo]^and ,tq_,uudcrfQ a trisi in Calcutta; 
and as ik was rumoured that -their "were partners with him and 

Mahummud ileaa IKhaft in the oppreflSon "of the people, Mr. Haftings wnd the 
eeaincd wm c4i%c4, iniWotWBffion to their better knowledge of dreumftance^ 
■Uj Order than to the prefidency, wheH they were tried, and juftly acq,uitted with 
honour. 
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He had but two blemiflies in his charader: One, his bur- 
dening the farmer deficient in payment with more * mohuffals* 
than were neceffary, for his own advantage j and the other, ob- 
taining fums frequently from the jaghiredars, by pretending that 
the Englilh chiefs intended '’infpedting their titles, but that he 
could prevent it by a prefent. For thefe exadlions, he himfelf 
in the end fufFered the oppreffion of ® mohufluls from thofe, for 
whofe advantage he had impofed them on his countrymen j and, 
through grief for his difgrace, retired to another world. His 
condition there God only knows ; but the prophet of God has 
declared, that his mercy and forbearance exceed the crimes of 


• ■ . Mahummud'''Rd2a''’'‘''®ift'‘^^^pl*ffite"«!^ condud, 

was deferted by all his dependants, except AH ItrSiim Khan; 
who, though newly entered into office, and unconcerned in the 
tranfadions of former years, yet, grateful to his patron, under- 

; ‘ ;L' 1 ,1 

Bailiffs, who receive a daily allowance from the debtor, while they attend 
him for the liquidation of his debt. 1 heir numbers are more or lefs, accord* 
ing to the rank and power of the debtor* Many of the zemindars and renters 
who hold large dijftridls, keep up an armed force, and when they are deficient in 
their rents, it is neceffary to have many perfons flationcd over them to prevent 
their efcape or rebellion. 

^ Many of the jaghiredars, or poffeflors of lands and penfions on the reve- 
nues, certainly hold them on forged grants, or 

This is well known to the native officers, who, it is to be feared, make a per- 
quifite by keeping fuch perfons in alarm of an infpecHon of their titles. The 
EnglSh, when they obtained the collection of the revenues, left all penfioners in 
poffeffion of their landi. and falaries; and there is no doubt but this indul- 
gence was much abufedj but to attempt to redify the abufe now would be 
tyranny, fo much time bavin 4 elapfed, that it would be impoffible to diflinguifih 
the ft^rged grants from the true, the beftowers and the obliged being al! dead, 
records lofi in the revolutions of government, and the prefent poffeffors, at 
leaft innocent of fraud 

® Alluding to his being under a guard daring his trial* ^ 
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took his defence and in a fliort time made himfclf mailer of the 
■various accounts, and cleared up his condudi to the fatisfadlion. 
of the council. He was fet at liberty, and the guards removed 
from his houfes at Moorfliudabad and Calcutta. He would not, 
however, return to the former, hoping, like Shittabroy, to be 
again rellored to ofEce j and therefore- continued at tiie latter 
city, where the native dependants of adminiftration flattered him 
for his money with favourable reports of the difpolitions of their 
maflers towards him. One day he was told a certain counfel- 
lor had exprelled himfelf kindly j another day, that his reappoint- 
ment was under confideration j and a third, that orders for it 
were difpatched from Europe. To thefe wretches he made con- 
fiderable prefents in hand, and promifes of indulgence, when 
he fliould regain his power. By fuch imprudence and Miy he 
incurred large debts. 


At this crifis of his affairs, general Clavering, colonel Mon* 
fon, and Mr. Francis arrived from Europe, as members of govern- 
ment, and alfo to inveftigate the conduct of the late adminiflra- 
tion, of whom only Mr. Haflings and Mr. Barwell w’ere continued 
in office. As thefe three gentlemen' were fent by the king and 
company to explore the faults of the governor hit 

colleagues, general Clavering being of high rank in Europe, a 

to the chair, Mr, 

Monfon to the command of the army, and Mr. Francis to rife 
in council, they created a wonderful awe and refped. They 
would not recewe nazaEirs, a cuftom pecajiar to Hindooftan, nor 
even accept a prefer of , Bruit from any one. They invited the 
enemies of the govc^npr to join .them* and JNundcomar, who 
..had been rejeared alfo Mr. 

Haftings, at this time became Aeirfcoiffidant -and moft favoured 
dependant. -Through him many felf-interefted and feditious per- 
fpns, in. hopes of acquiring power, joined themfelves to the 
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general and liis friends. • The inveftigation of the governor’s private 
tranfadions began, and the ftrongell diiference of opinion in cotSn-* 
cil prevailed; which not only affeded the dependants of either 
party, but the aifairs of the three provinces were thrown into 
confufion by the divMons of government. The general and Mr. 
Barwell even fought with piftols, according to the cuftoms of 
their nation. The general having a majority over the gover-- 
nor and Mr. Barwell, affairs were conduded moftly agreeable to 
the opinion of his party. Mr. Goring was fent to Moorihud- 
abad, Mr. Wos^ke -to Banaras, and Mr. Briilow to Liicnow. 
Mubaric ad Dowiah and his mother, who were governed by 
Munny Begum, having applied to the general through JMr. 
Goring, they became the njanagers 'of the nizamut, and wem 
apparently freed fr^' pof- 
feiied great fortitude and wealth, fhe threatened the ha'voh to 
make the Englifh her heirs in cafe he fhould offend her; fo that 
ineffed ihe preferved her power. In fad, Mubaric ad Dowlah 
is incapable of publick bufinefs. No perfori dreads his anger, 
nor hopes advantage from his patronage ; nor is he at all am- 
bitious of power, only requiring the undifturbed enjoyment of 
his penfion and pleafures. ' 


During diefe difputes, were brought to light the crimes of 
Nundcomar. He was convided of a forgery of the name of 
Bollakee Dufs, and condemned to fuffer d«atW> •ife“Was -a 
deceitful, vain-glorious perfon, inimical to all mankind, even to 
thofe who had conferred obligations upon him, and if any one tri- 
vially offended him, never refted till he had effeded his ruin. As his 
friends had affured him that no one could do him injury, and told 
him not to be alarmed though he might be led to the foot of the 
gallows; fo that he might fecurely ufe every means to prove the 
governor’s delinquency, he, from his hatred, and confidence in the 

general’ll 

» Navob’s affairs. 
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general’s promifes, continued to accufe him; but Mr. Haftings 
Fcfoted all his allegations. The guilt of Nundcomar being fully 
proved, he was hanged at the appointed place of execution. 
His treafure and effedts were given up to his fon. It is faid, 
there were fifty two “ lacks of rupees in money, and about the 
fame amount in jewels and rich goods. In his houfe were found 
the feals of feveral eminent perfons, which he had forged j fo 
that his wicked ■ arts became publickly known. 


When it was univerfally believed that the general’s party 
was the ftrongeft, Mahummud Reza Khan, who was ralh and 
tinfteady, became defirous of acquiring his patronage. Ali Ibra- 
him Khan advifed him , to remain attached to the governor, 
who had protedled his life, fortune, and reputation; obferving, 
that if Mr. Haftings Ihouid prevail, he would no doubt reward 
his fidelity, and even if the general fliould fucceed, as he 
had done him no injury, .he could not but refped his for- 
titude and honour. Mahummud Reza. Khan, anxious to be 
reftored to office, negledted this advice, and courted the general, 
who gave him the deputation of Mubaric ad Dowlah, and th'e 
fuperintendance of the native criminal courts of juftice. Kae- 
lauts were conferred upon himfelf, his fons, and dependant* 
when he returned to Moorfiiudabad, and ihprtly after quarrelled 
with '"Alik' 'and fidelity had refcued 
him from deftrudtion. 


The difputes in council continued unremitting for three years. 
In the latter year, the general received intelligence, from Eu- 
rope, that Mr. Hartipgs was recall.^ when, without waiting 
for the difclofure of .tfie pacquets, he affumed the govern- 
ment, but was oppofed by Mr, j upon which the 

.claims of both pities were referred -to the opinions of the 

judges, 

* Five h«a4rC(i and twenty thoufand pounds fterling. 
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iudges, who decided in favour of Mr. Haftings. The general 
foon after was taken ill, and died of a dyfentery, fuppcied to 
have proceeded from grief and difappomtmenL Alter his ueath, 
many of his dependants were removed from oftice, and ^^^ceeded 
bv thofe of the guvernor. Mahummiid Reza was fucceeddd by 
sLur al Hufc Khan, and Raja Goordafs. fon of Nimdcomar 
was appointed dewari to Mubaric ad Dowlah; but the forma- 
dying foon after his promotion, the ofBce for fome 
mained vacant, tiU at length, the governor general /‘"■J Mr. 
Francis coalelcing, Mahno, mud Rera Khan was at the defire A 
of the latter reftored to his employments. 


^ Of the Rohilla war in I774» ^ already 

been publiflied by the late captain Charles Hamilton, the truly 
learned editor of the. Hedaya, a^de of Mahummedan ^ws. 
It has therefore herrbeen but cnrforily mentioned. Of the in: 
vafion of Hyder Alee, I have not feen any refpeaable account- 
bv a native of India, nor of the rebellion of Cheyt Sing, zemin- 
dar of Banaras, or the tranfaaions of the Britilh, later than the 
oeriod at which I have concluded this volume j and as my de- 
Ln was to give only the reports of native writers on die afl^s 
i Hindooftan, I judged it right to Hop my pen. when they 
could not be procured. 



